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chap,  r  |  ^HE  affairs  of  India  now  again  claimed  the 
s.J2^  a  attention  of  the  public,  and  the  interfe- 
Affairaot  vcjicc  of  the  tegiflature  :  the  brilliant  profpeefc 
India'  °  cxhi- 
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exhibited  in  1765  was  overcaft:  the  accounts   cha?. 
from  India  prefented  nothing  but  rapine,   ty-    JH^j 
ranny,  and  mifery ;  while  the  finances  of  the      1770. 
company   feemed    irreparably   deranged,    and 
their  trade  almoft  Stagnant 

The  remotenefs  of  the  court  of  directors  Caufesof 
from  the  country  fubjecled  to  their  govern-  ™l'™~nn 
ment  facilitated  abides,  and  rendered  their 
commands  contemptible  and  unavailing.  ■  Men 
who  became  rich  by  difobeying  the  orders  of 
their  employers,  and  by  an  unprincipled  difre- 
gard  of  the  ordinary  dictates  of  juftice,  re- 
turned elated  with  their  acquisitions,  and  not 
only  defied  punilhment,  but  their  clamours 
againft  others,  who  had  ihared  in  or  impeded 
their  fuccefs,  rapidly  augmented  the  wide- 
fpreading  and  well-founded  odium  which  pre- 
vailed againft  the  administration  in  India. 

Fortune  alfo  combined  againft  the  com-  Lofsofthe 
£>any  :  the  fhip  in  which  the  fupervifors  tailed,  fu.Per_ 
from  whole  exertions  the  moft  beneficial  effects 
Were  expected,  was  loft,  and  no  certain  ac- 
counts ever  received  of  the  time  or  manner  of 
the  cataftrophe :  thus,  for  a  while,  abufes  were 
fuffered  to  remain  uncontrouled,  becaufe  the 
operation  of  the  meafure  intended  for  fuppreff- 
ing  them  was  fufpended,  and  a  new  appoint- 
ment could  not,   with  propriety,  be  made. 

In  the  year  which  fucceeded  the  improvi-  Famine  i« 
dent  and  ruinous  war  with  Hvder  Ally,  a  great  im3uu 
failure  was  occafioned  in  the  crops  of  rice,  by 
the  uncommon  drynefs  of  the  feafon.  Not- 
withstanding the  Strict  prohibitions  of  the  court 
of  directors  againft  the  interference  of  I  heir 
fervants  in  the  inland  trade,  this  opportunity 
\.:s  eagerly  feized,  by  interested  and  uflprin> 
cipled  individuals,  to  enhance  the  public  mi- 
iery,  ifhd  accumulate  immenfe  fortunes  from 

jb  9.  the 
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the  groans  of  famine  and  defpair.  When  tlie 
fiate  of  the  feafon  made  it  apparent  that  the 
crop  of  ricewould  be  generally  defective,  the 
Engliih  capitalists  became  eager  purchafers,  and 
fuch  was  the  effect  of  their  pernicious  induitiv, 
that  the  natives,  before  they  apprehended  the 
extent  of  their  combinations,  were  already  ex  - 
pofed  to  the  pie  (lure  of  diltrefs,  and  complained 
to  the  nabob  that  the  Engliih  had  ingroffed  all 
the  rice.  A  traffic  of  unexampled  iniquity  now 
began ;  rice,  which  had  been  purchased  at  a 
hundred  and  twenty  or  a  hundred  and  forty 
feers3  for  a  rupee,  was  re-delivered  to  black 
merchants  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  feers  for  a  rupee ; 
this  enormous  effort  of  avarice  was  fufneient  to 
reduce  the  inhabitants  of  India,  whole  chief 
food  is  rice,  to  utter  defpair;  when  their  diltrefs 
was  increafed  by  the  burning  of  feveral  grana- 
ries in  which  the  black  merchants  had  deposited 
their  purchafes.  The  nabob  and  great  men  of 
the  country  having  exhaufted  their  ftores  in 
benevolent  donations  to  the  poor,  and  the 
fields  no  longer  affording  the  means  of  fubh'ft- 
ence,  the  cities  were  thronged  with  ftarving 
multitudes,  who  in  the  agonies  of  death  im- 
plored  a  termination  of  thofe  miferies  from 
which  they  were  not  permitted  to  hope  relief. 
Thoufands  died  daily  in  the  ftrcets:  the  air 
was  infected  with  the  unwholefome  exhala- 
tion; one  hundred  men  were  constantly  cm- 
ployed  on  the  company's  account  in  Calcutta, 
with  Hedges  and  other  vehicles,  to  remove  the 
dead,  and  throw  them  into  the  Ganges.  Un- 
ufual  quantities  of  dogs,  jackalls,  and  vultures 


a  A  feer  is  the  fortieth  part  of  a  inatwd  ;  a  maund  an  undetermined 
quantity;   in  Bengal  it  is  from  7-.  to  So   pounds:  a  feer  inay  theie- 
:  be  eitimated  about  two  pourrls. 

flocked 
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flocked  to  the  fcene  of  defolation,  and  by  de-  chap. 
vouring  the  dead,  added  inconceivably  to  the    ^^ 
•general  horrors  of  the   fpeetacle.    The  Euro-      1770. 

ins,  who  no  longer  poflefled  any  great  quan- 
tity of  rice,  could  not  effectually  relieve  the 
miierable  Gentoos,  and  were  themfelves  ievere 
fufferers  by  this  unexpected  effect  of  their  ini- 
quitous monopoly  :  the  river  being  filled  with 
human  careaflfes,  riili  was  no  longer  coiriidcred 
wholeibwie  food ;  hogs,  geek,  and  ducks,  feed- 
ing alio  on  the  dead,  mutton  became  the  only 
innoxious  aliment,  and  even  this,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  feafoii,  was  poor  and  fcarce.  Thus 
v. -ere  the  miferable  natives  haraffed  and  de- 
stroyed, till  means  could  be  adopted  for  facili- 
tating their  fubfiitence  till  the  next  harvclt ; 
and  thus,  bv  the  act  of  interested  individuals, 
tpanfffreffins:  no  lei's  the  orders  of  their  em- 
ployers  than  the  laws  of  humanity,  was  an  un- 
merited reproach  entailed  on  the  Britifh  name. 
The  company,  far  from  being  benefited,  was  ir- 
reparably injured  by  thefe  iniquities,  which 
tended  only  to  the  aggrandizement  of  fpecu- 

i,  who  acquired  unlimited  wealth,  while  the 
coffers  of  the  directors  remained  empty,  and 
their  belt  hopes  fruftrated.6 

No  fpirited  or  general  rrieafure  was  attempted  Retention 
for  the  purpofe  of  rciforing  order  to  p'overn-  n.,hf^s 
nient,  and  plenty  to  finance;  but  petty  relump-  by  treaties. 
tions,  and  violations  of  the  treaty  of  1760,  were 

ifklered  as  the  means  of  repairing  the  de- 
ficiency which  threat . !  .1  rein  to  their  affairs; 
V.  ilii  this  view,  orders  were  iiiued  by  the  felecl  ]^h9M*y 

nmittee,  for  their  1  1  withhold  at  lead 

lacks  from  the  tribute  and  other  allow- 

b  Account  of  the  late  dreadful  famine  in  India. — Tranfa&iom  in 
v. 

ances, 
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ances,  fo  that  the  receipts  and  difburfements 
might  bear  fome  proportion  to  each  other.6 

It  was  not  pofTible  for  the  Britiih  nation  to 
behold  this  progrefs  of  iniquity  and  calamity 
without  fehtiments  of  anxiety  and  terror.  The 
Eaft  India  company  was  no  longer  a  firm  of 
merchants  trading  on  a  private  capital  to  a  dif* 
tantlhore;  the  poffeffions  in  India  were  not 
iimply  beneficial  appendages  -  connected  with 
the  empire :  but  fuch  was  the  intermixture  of 
their  revenues  with  the  public  finance;  fuch 
the  intimate  intertexture  of  their  commerce 
with  the  property  and  welfare  of  the  Irate* 
fuch  the  union  of  intereft  and  co-exiftence  of 
the  company  with  government,  that  its  ruin 
was  regarded,  as  portending  downfal  to  the 
whole  edifice  of  the  Britiih  empire/ 

The  company  could  not,  by  themfelves,  of 
the  utmoit  exercife  of  any  authorities  with 
which  they  were  inverted,  remedy  the  growing 
evils.  They  were,  in  facr,  without  importance 
in  affairs  over  which  they  nominally  prefided. 
Radical  defeels  in  their  very  inltitution ;  their 
diftance  from  the  fcene  of  action ;  their  being 
individually  called  from  narrow  and  confined 
occupations  to  the  extenfive  field  of  political 
management ;  their  fugitive  authority,  the  du- 
ration of  which  was  merely  fuificient  for  the 
transportation  of  orders ;  and  their  want  of  ac- 
quaintance with  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  regions  committed  to  their  fuperinteiir 
dence;  rendered  them  liable  to  be  deceived,  di- 
minifhcd  their  importance,  and  frequently  fanc- 

c  Bengal  felecl  confutations.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  on  the 
death  of  Najim  ul  Dowlah  (8th  May  t 766)  the  allowance  to  the; 
nabob  was  reduced  from  55  lacks  to  4.1  lacks  81,131  rupees  a  year. 

ll  The  right,  intereft,  and  duty  of  government,  as  concerned  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  governor  Pownall,  p.  4.. 

tioned 
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iioncd  a  difregard  of  their  commands.     It  too   chap. 
often  happened  that  a  feat,  in  the  court  of  di-    ^^ 
rectors  M'as  iblicited  merely  as  a  ■  fource  of  pa-      iii*. 
tronage,  as  the  means  of  providing  for  relations 
and  dependents ;  and  while  inch  motives  were 
eafily  difcernible,  the  hehefts  of  fuch  mafte*.Js,  de- 
livered in  pompons  diclion,  and  with  the  info* 
lence  of  defpotic  power,  met  with  little  regard 
from  thofe  to  whom  they  were  addreiVed,  and 
who,  in  fact,  only  obeyed  them  when  they  ad- 
ded with  their  own  views.    Thofe  who  re- 
turned inriched  from  India,  and  obtained  feats 
at  the  board,  made  ufe  of  their  authority  in 
procuring  their  own  immunity,  and  in  protect-' 
ing  and  fupporting  the  friends  whom  tney  had 
left  employed  in  the  attainment  of  a  i'arrep- 
»U8  and  exhorbitant  fortune.6 
Tile  prefent  ftate  of  the  company  was  a  dif-  difficulties 
ficult  problem  in  government:  their  charters  j^Sr*" 
guaranteed  both  their  authorities  and  pofief-  tranftc- 
iions;  but  it  was  obvious  that  neither  fuch  pof-  Uons° 
feffions,  nor  fuch  authorities,  were  in  view  when 
the  charters  were  granted,  nor  were  they  com 
patible  with  the  nature  of  government,  or  Tup- 
ported  by  any  precedent  in  ancient  or  modern 
:iii!.iiy.     Qn   general    principle,    their  pofTcf- 
fions,   in  the  exelufive  fenfe,  were  not  tenable;1 
yet  as  they  were   gradually  acquired,    and  the 
■     ima  of  the  company  i'ancHoned  by  official 
aels  of  government, *    any  attempt  to  difturb 

c  Hiftory,  ami  management  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  chap.vi. 
{  Tn  'lie  year  1757,  the  attorney  and  folic'itor  genera),  Mefl".  Pratt 
and  Yorlce,  united  in  opinion,  that  it  was  not  warranted  by  precedent, 
ibie  to  found  policy,  nor  to  the  tenor  of  the  charters  which 
laid  before  the.n,  to  make  a  general  giant,  not  only  of  pail 
t  future  contingent  conquelts,  made  upon  any  power,  European 
.,  to   a  trading   company.     Governor  Pownai's  pamphlet, 
I,   p.  47. 
fly  during  the  late  treaty  of  peace  at  Paris. 

b  4  fheaa 
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them  coukl  not  fail  of  being  regarded  with 
jealoufy  and  apprehenfion. 

But  the  time  was  now  arrived  when  the  ac- 
tive exertion  of  government  became  neceffary. 
The  malverfation  of  affairs  had  grown  to  a  moft 
awful  extent :  the  company,  with  though  tlefs  pro- 
digality, plunged  into  unlimited  expences;  they 
diiburfed  for  fortifications  alone  3,728,55£l.  ;h 
and  although  incapable  of  performing  their 
exifting  engagements,  declared  very  high  divi- 
dends ;  while  the  factions  which  rent  the  India 
houfe  rather  portended  a  perpetuation  of  dif- 
trefs  through  anarchy,  than  an  extrication 
from  difficulty  by  vigilance,  prudence,  and  per- 
feveralice. 

During  the  late  femon,  a  bill  was  propofed, 
for  regulating  the  fervants  and  court  of  judi- 
cature of  the  Eaft  India  company.  This  mea- 
fure  originated  in  the  India  houfe  ;  the  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Suliivan,  deputy- chairman  of 
the  court  of  directors,  who  dated,  that  the  bad 
profpect  of  affairs  in  India  was  occafioned  by 
the  want  of  power  in  the  directors,  to  punilh 
their  fervants  for  difoheciience  or  malpractices. 
The  enormities  complained  of  in  India,  he  faid, 
arofe  from  the  folecifm  in  politics,  that  the  go- 
vernors of  a  country  were  allowed  to  acf  as  mer- 
chants, which  gave  birth  to  an  odious  and 
deltruetive  monopoly.  The  bill,  after  fome 
oppofition,  was  brought  in,  but  did  not  pafs. 
As  one  of  the  great  objections  agamft  it  was 
the  want  of  due  information,  a  felect  com- 
mittee of  thirty-one  members  was  appointed,1 

on 


h  Firft  report  of  feleil  committee.    Reports,  vol.  iv.  p.  30. 
1  The  committee  conlifted  of  the  following  perfons  ;  colonel  Eur- 
jjoyr.c,    Sir  William  Meredith,    Sir  George  Savile,   lord   George 

Germaine, 
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on  the  motion  of  colonel  Burgoyne,  to  inquire   chap. 
into  the  nature,  ftate,  and  condition  of  the  Eait      xx- 
India  company,  and  of  the  Britim  affairs  in  the     1772. 
Eait  Indies. 

During  the  recefs  of  parliament,  the  diftrefe  Inc,^,fi!,s 

of  the  company  was  considerably  an LhVcom- 

the  inconveniences  refuiting  from  miicondty&  rar,y- 
became  preffmg,  and  increased  in  an  alarming- 
degree.  The  treafury  was  empty,  and  bills  ac- 
cepted to  an  amount  exceeding  a  million  fter- 
ling  were  nearly  payable;  the  company  was  in- 
debted to  the  bank  for  caih  advanced,  to  the 
revenue  for  cuftqm-houfe  duties,  and  tq  the 
treafury  for  the  annual  ftipulated  payment,  as 
well  as  on  an  agreement  refpe&ing  an  iixit 
nification  for  teas,  which  was  attended  with 
great  lofs.k  They  were  befi'eged  with  multifar 
nous  demands,  while  the  intelligence  from 
India  presented  no  condolatory  proipecis.1 

Distracted  with  internal  diffeiiiions,  and  Theyae. 
alarmed  at  the  difpofition  manifefted  bv  go-  sociarc» 

.  ,  ,-.,..,.        ,  •'     o         loan. 

vernment  to  interfere  deciiively  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  their  affairs,  fear  and  jealoufy  were 
confpicuous  in  all  their  proceedings/  They 
were,  however,  obliged  to  negotiate  with  the 
miniftry  for  a  loan,  to  anfwer  their  immediate 
exigences ;  yet,  as  if  anxious  to  ihew  an  in- 
dependence in  authority  which  they  no  longer 


Germaine,  Rofe  Fuller,  F.  Vane,  colonel  Barre,  the  attorney  and  fo- 
licitor  general,  lord  Hjwc,  Robert  Sutton,  Tnomas  Pitt,  Welbore 
Ellis,  Sir  Gilbert  Ell  ice,  Pultncy,   C.J. Fox,   Coin- 

wall,  lord  Folkeftone,  general  Conway,  Hotham,  H.  Ongley,  G. 
Johnfton  ,  mtan  Trecothick,  Edwarrl  Bacon,  A.  Curzon,  Sir 
John  Turner,  captain  Pliipps,  Mr.  Gregory,  lord  Clive,  and  Mr. 
Strachey  :  ar>s'  feven  to  be  a  committee. 

k  Annual  Regiller  1773,  P-^7-  J irttoi y  of  lord  North's  admini- 
A  ration,  p.  X^. 

I  They  flittered  a  fevere  lofs  by  the  blowing. up  of  a  powder-mat- 
gazine  ai  Trichinopoly,  v  ifioned  a  grievous  and  cxtenlive 

deftruclion  oi  lives  and  pit  p<;ity. 

pofleflcd 
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chap,  poffeffed  the  means  of  retaining,  tliey  rafhly 
xx*      proceeded  to  nominate  a  freili   committee  of 
I77--      iupervilbrs  for  India.91 
?3d oft.         j       g  ^  Yard  of  the  treafury  received  their 
fuper-        application  for  a  loan  with  haughty  reierve, 
iifors,        aiK|  referred  them  to  parliament,  the  meeting 
of  which  being  intended  for  an  early  day,  no 
meafures  were  purfued  for  giving  effect  to  the 
vote  tor  new  fupervifors. 
46th  Nov.        In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  on  the  firft 
Notice"  of    day  of  the  feffion,  the  king  laid,   "  It  is  impof- 
iirltn       "  nble  that  I   can  look  with  indifference  upon 
the  King's  "  whatever  concerns  either  the  commerce  and 
ij>eech.       u  revenue  of  the  kingdom  at  large,  or  the  pri- 
"  vate  rights  and  intereits  of  coniklevable  num- 
"  hers  among  my  people  :  neither  can  I  be  in- 
"  fenfible  how  materially   every  one  of  thefe 
"  great  objects  muft  be  interested  in  the  mam-* 
"  tenance  of  the  credit  and  profperity  of  the 
"  Eaft  India  company.    When,  therefore,  I  re- 
iC  ceived  information  of  the  difficulties  in  which 
"  that  company  appear  to  be  involved,  I  dc- 
"  termined  to  give  you  an  early  opportunity  of 
"  informing  yourf  elves  fully  of  the  true  hate 
"  of  their  affairs ;  and  of  making  fuch  provi- 
"  lions  for  the  common  benefit  and  fecurity  of 
'•  all  the  various  interefts  concerned,   as  you 
"  frail  find  belt  adapted  to  the  exigences  of 
"  the  cafe." 
ret  In  the  debate  on  the  addrefs,    the  fubject 

i,,i!ly    came   immediately   under   difcuffion,     and    as 
ippouve     foon  ag  t|ia,_  wa^  V()te(.^  jor(|  N^Qj-th  moved  for 

a  fecret  committee  of  thirteen  members,  chofen 
by  ballot,  to.  take  into  confederation  the  affairs* 

n  The  perfons  nominated  were  lieutenant-general  Monckton, 
George  Cnming,  William  Dcvaynes,  Ptter  Lafcdksj  Daniel  Wier, 
and  iidward  Wheeler,  efqrs, 

7  of 
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of  the  company,  which  was  agreed  to  without   cha*l 
a  divifion."   This  committee  was  furnimcd  with 


full  powers,  and  particularly  inftrueted  to  take  o  ■**** 
into  coniideration  the  meafure  of  fending  out 
fupervifors.  The  {elect  committee  of  the  preced-  Select 
me  year,  fome  members  of  which  thought  their  commitcett 
labours  too  flightiy  regarded  by  the  new  nomi- 
nation, was  alfo  revived. 

The    fecret   committee  proceeded   in  their  Fhft report 
bnhnefs  with  extraordinary   difpatch,    and  in  oi  the  lh- 
feven  days  after  their  appointment,   prefented  m"te^ra" 
a  report  on  the  propofed  meafure  offending  out  yth  Dec. 
fupervifors,  recommending  a  bill  to  prevent  its 
being  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  Hap.  ley  having  delivered  this  report,  as  p^teon 
chairman  of  the  committee,  immediately  prop  of-  ^  motion 
eel  to  bring  in  the  bill :  the  rapidity  with  which  ^'  *.h^lt 
the  report  was  prepared,  and  the  unexpected  the  ier.dir,*- 
manner  in  which  it  was  introduced,  didnotefcape  ollt  lu**^~ 
animadveriion.      Several  directors,   who    Mere 
members,  contended  that  the  report  was  uncon- 
ftitutional  and  unneceifary,  as  the  expence  at- 
tending the  commifiion  was  not  vet  afcertuined., 
and  the  directors  had  refolved  to  fufpend  their 
propofed  meafure   until   the  determination  of 
parliament  mould  be  known.      Lord  North, 
reafoning  from  analogy,  and  a  companion  of 
the  charges  of  the  late  commifiion  or  fupervi- 
forlhip  with  the  prefent,   inferred,  that  the  ex- 
pence  could  not  be  lefs  than  1QQ,0Q0I,  a  year, 
and  Wedderburne  mewed  the  futility  of  the 
fuppofed  promife  of  the  court  of  directors.     It 

n  The  members  were  Alderman  Hurley,  chairman,  (whofe  gre.it 
,  iht.  lint  earl  of  Oxford,  was  an  arbitrator  chofen  to  adjult  the 
jnterefts  of  the  two  Ealt  India  companies,  when  thev  were  united  in 
1701)  lord  Frederick  Campbell,  lord  Palmerftcme,  Meif.  Rigby, 
Sr.mley,  Jenkinfon,  Jacktbn,  Fitzpatltck,  Bund,  Ryder,  VValpcle, 
Eiincs,  and  Gilh 

was 
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chap,  was  not  in  their  power,  lie  laid,  to  keep  their 
v  JP^ij  engagement:  thev  were  inferior  to  a  ireneral 
»77*«  court,,  and  if  on  the  recefs  of  parliament  a  ge- 
neral court  were  called,  a  mip  might  be  ordered, 
and  the  fupervifors  many  leagues  at  fea  before 
the  hOufes  were  again  ailembled  :  iufuch  a  cafe 
not  the  promife  of  the  directors,  not  even  the 
opinion  of  the  two  houfes,  nothing  but  an  ae'l 
of  parliament  could  be  a  furficicnt  guaranty. 
Burke  declared  the  propofed  meafure  to  be  an 
invafion  of  the  company's  charter,  and  a  direct 
infringement  of  the  law  of  the  land.  In  ridi- 
cule of  the  fecret  committee,  he  fa  id,  "  Here 
"  is  a  committee  appointed  laft  year ;  a  fair 
"  and  open  committee,  which  has  produced 
"  nothing.  This  was  a  lawful  wife  publicly 
"  avowed ;  but  finding  her  barren,  they  have 
"  taken  a  neat  little  fnug  one,  which  they  call 
"  a  fecret  committee ;  and  this  is  her  firft-born. 
"  Indeed,  from  the  lingular  expedition  of  this 
"  extraordinary  delivery,  I  am  apt  to  think  the 
<(  was  pregnant  before  wedlock."  Continuing 
in  the  fame  vein  of  plcafantry,  intermixed  with 
more  folid  argument,  he  obferved,  "  If  we 
"  fuffer  this  bill  to  pafs,  we  (hall,  in  fact,  be- 
"  come  the  Kalt  India  company,;  and  you,  Sir, 
"  will  be  feated  in  that  chair,  with  a  little 
"  hammer,  by  an  inch  of  candle.  The  treafury 
"  bench  will  be  the  buyers,  and  on  this  fide  we 
"  /hall  be  the  fellers.  The  fenate  will  become 
"  an  audiion-room,  and  the  fpeaker  an  auc- 
"  tioneer  !"  The  motion  was  however  adopted,0 
joihDee.    and  in  three  davs  afterwards  the  bill  Mas  in- 

trod  need. 
Proceed-         The  directors  were  not  fo  depretTed  by  un- 
«rSa toward  circumftances,  as  to  furvey  thefc  pro- 

o  114.  to  4.5. 

ceedinsjs 
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ceedings  with  indifference.     On  the  appoint-   chap. 
merit  of  the  fecret  committee,  a  general  court    ^3^, 
refolved  to  petition  parliament  againft  the  right      1772. 
claimed  of  ihfpeeting  their  books ;  but  the  ra-  lftDec- 
pid  proceeding-  of  the  committee  having  frus- 
trated  that   intention,    they     now   petitioned 
againft  the  bill,    and  were  heard  by   eounfel.  i4th  and 
The  petition,  however,  did  not  appear  in  titled  >**Dec. 
to  much  attention,    it  was  feebly   compofed,  titio»  pe~ 
and    fie-ned  by   no   more  than   fourteen  pro-  againft  the 
prietors  of  ftdck.    The  grand  point  infilled  on 
by  eounfel  was,  that  the  malverfation  in  India 
being  enormous  in  its  amount  and  extent,  the 
laving  which  might  accrue  to  the  company  bv* 
a  eommiffion  of  honeft  and  able  men,  would  be 
fo  great  as  to  render  the  expence  of  trivial  im- 
portance; but  they  failed  in  proving  that  the 
company    poifeifed    fufrieient    authority    over 
their  fervants  in  India,  to  reftrain  thofe  abufes 
which  by  long  forbearance  were  grown  inve- 
terate.    The  inereafe  of  thefe  malpractices  was 
clearly  demonstrated ;    and  the  rapacity  and 
odious  means  ufed  to  opprefs  the  natives,  with- 
out benefit  to  the  company,  fully  displayed : 
but  it  was  not  advanced,  that  any  powers  de- 
legated by  the  company   alone  could  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  remedy  the  evil,  which  was  more  likely 
to  infect  the  fupervifors  themfelves  than  be  re- 
moved by  their  exertions.     Burke  fpoke  with  "Burk. 
his  aecuftomed  wit  and  eloquence:  he  difplayed  fPeech 
(to  ufe  the  words  of  an  anonymous  author)  all 
thofe  rare  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart,  with 
which  he  was  lb  eminently  gifted.p     He  in- 
veighed with  feverity  againft  the   conduct,  of 
minifters,  who,  fince  the  year  i;or,  had  been 
receiving  from  the  Malt  India  company   four 

p  Hiilory  of  lord  North's  adminiftratioi  ,  p.  92. 

hundred 
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chap,  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  and  yet 
-:-Y-      conniving  at  their  notorious  maladministration, 
17720     for  the  purpofe  of  fubjecdng  them  fo  intirely  to 
their  own  mercy,  that  they  might  plunder  then1 
property,    and   invade   their   chartered  rights 
without  fear  or  fcruple.     Alluding  to  the  clila- 
torinefs  of  the  felcct,  and  the  extraordinary  dif- 
patch  of  the  fecrct  committee,  he  faid,  "  One 
"  has  been  fo  flow  in  its  motions  that  the  com- 
"  pany  have  given  up,  long  fmce,  all  hopes  of 
"  redrefs  from  them ;    and  the  other  has  pro- 
cc  ceeded  altogether  as  rapidly  ;  fo  that  no  one 
"  knows  where  they  will  ftop.    Like  the  fty  of  a 
"jack,  the  fecret  committee  has  gone  round, 
"  hey  go  mad !  the  itlect  committee  has  moved 
"like  the  ponderous  lead  at  the  other  end; 
f'  and  in  that  manner,  have  they  roafted  the 
"  India    company."     The  reafonablenefs   and 
m\  paffes   abfolute  neceflity  of  the  propofed  reftrictions 
were,  however,  too  evident  to  he  removed  by 
rhetorical  ingenuity,  and  the  motion  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  ma* 
jority  of  more  than  five  to  one.13 

In  the  upper  houie  the  bill  was  principally 
oppofed  by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  who,  as  a 
proprietor  of  India  flock,  was  alfo  confpicuousf 
at  the  India  houfc  in  refilling  the  meaiures  of 
government.  A  petition  was  offered  again!! 
the  third  reading:,  frmilar  to  that  which  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
the  fame  counfel  heard,  and  evidence  exa- 
mined/    The  debate  was  not  diltinguiihed  by 

a  great 

1  153  to  28. 

r  Ficm  the  ftatements  made  to  the  houfe,  it  appeared,  that  the  nett 
tluties  paid  to  government  of  1,000,000  1.  per  annum,  the  indemnity 
upon  ten,  and  the  4.00,0001.  paid  to  govei'nment,  amcurted  in  the 
whoie  to  an  annual  turn  little  iliort  of  ZjOOOiCool.  That  the  company 

loft 
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a  great  difplay  of  talent;  the  motion  for  the  chap. 
third  reading  was  carried,6  and  a  proteil,   not    J^^. 
remarkable  tor  argument  or  ingenuity,  figned      1772. 
by  five  peers,  was  entered  on  the  journals.  Bill  paired. 

During, the  recefs,  the  court  of  directors  19th Dec. 
adopted  a  meafure  which   prudence    and   in-  ^JJ^jf* 
tc  -Tit v  ought  to  have  fuggefted  at  an  earlier 
period  :   they  reduced  their  dividend  to  fix  per 
cent.  Tliis  palliative,  for  it  was  no  more,  could 
hot  however  reftore  order  to  their  finances;  and 
the  court,  feeling  the  necefnty  o'[  an  applica- 
tion to  parliament  for  a  loan,   endeavoured  firft 
to  learn  from  the  minifter  the  general  plan  lie 
intended  to  propofe  for  the  mutual  good  of  the 
public  and  of  the  company.     To  the  indulge  12{hFtht 
which   conveyed  the  requeft  of  information,  1773. 
lord  North  declined  any  reply f  and 'the  general 
court  Mas  obliged  to  pais  a  vote,  that  applica-  24th Feb. 
tlon  ihould  be  made  to  parliament  for  the  loan 
of  1,. 5oo,OOol.  or  fo  much  as  fhould  be  wanted  £jFto*" 
for  foui  years,  at  four  per  cent,  with  liberty  of  parliament 
clifcharging  the  debt,    by  payments  of  three  turaloans 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  each. 

loft  by  the  indemnity  agreement,  fince  its  commerrrement,  at  lead 
i,ooo,ocol.  of  which  700,060'L  was  to  be  paid  to  government,  and 
3oo,oooi.  to  the  purchafers.  That  the  falc  of  31,000,000  pounds  of 
tea,  foici  in  the  lalt  five  years,  produced  a  iuni  Id's  by  100,000 1.  than 
31,000,000  pounds  fold  in  the  prtcc  .  •  years  :  from  which  it  ap- 
peared the  company  fuffered  a  total  lol's  of  ioo.,oool.  and  10, coo, 000 
pounds  of  tea.  That  government  had  profitted  by  Mie  company* 
within  the  lalt  live  years  3,395,0001.  that  :s  to  fay,  2,200,000!.  being 
the  produce  of  five  years  and  a  half  of  the  400,000 1.  per  annum  which 
the  company  ftipulated  tq  pay,  and  1,195,0001.  increafe  of  the  re- 
venue on  that  branch,  compared  on  a  111  1  oi  the  preceding. five; 
years.  That  the  Whole  of  the  company's  receipts  of  I,  during 
the  fame  period,  v> 'as  (hort  of  000,000  1.  above  fix  per  cent,  the  loweli 
trading  dividend  in  lime  of  war;  and  on  the  whole,  that  the  mercan  ;!e 
profits  he  rig  on  an  average  464,000 1.  pei 
period,  they  would  aft  la  idend*ol  twelve  and  1  haif  pei  1 
from  wh  ice  it  was  evi  en  I  I  overnment  reaped  •  01 
5,395,000!.  and  in:  company  or  proprietary  u.t  a  lingle  (hi  I 
-  Contents  26— ■Non-contents  6. 
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In  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  a  petition, 
was  pit' fen  ted  to  parliament,  propofing  that  the 
company  fliould  not  make  a  dividend  of  more 
than  fix  per  cent,  until  one-half  of  the  pro- 
pofed  loan  was  discharged  ;  that  the  furplus  of 
the  net  profits  arising  in  England  ahove  the 
laid  dividend,  mould  be  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  company's  bond  debt,  until  it 
was  reduced  to  a  million  and  a  half;  and  from 
1  h  nee  that  the  furplus  profits  mould  be  equally 
divided  between  the  public  and  the  company. 
It  was  alfo  requefted,  that  the  company  fliould 
be  releafed  from  the  heavy  penal  intereft  in- 
curred by  the  non-payment  of  money  due  in 
confequenee  of  the  late  acts  for  the  indemni- 
ties on  teas,  and  alio  discharged  from  the  an- 
nual payment  of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
to  the  public,  for  the  remainder  of  the  five 
years  Specified  in  the  agreement.  Lord  North, 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  after  excul- 
pating government  from  many  insinuations, 
respecting  the  payment  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  a  year,  moved  a  Series  of  resolu- 
tions, which  eStabliihing  the  neceSiity  of  par- 
liamentary afu Stance,  and  the  propriety  of  a 
loan,  ordered  a  Supply  of  1,400,000 1.  with  a 
proviSo  that  due  care  ihould  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  Similar  exigences. 

The  regulations  intended  to  produce  this 
e ftect  were,  a  reiirietion  from  making  a  greater 
dividend  than  Six  per  cent,  till  the  loan  fliould 
be  repaid  ;  from  augmenting  their  dividend  to 
a  greater  amount  than  Seven  per  cent,  till  their 
bond  debts  mould  be  reduced  to  a  million  and 
a  half;  and  no  larger  dividend  than  eight  per 
cent,  was  to  be  allowed  until  a  participation 
Of  profits  between  the  public  and  the  com- 
pany 
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pany  mould  take  place;   which  participation   chap. 
was  thus  defined:    after   payment  of  the  re-    ^^ 
.   quired  loan,  and  the  reduction  of  their  bond-      1773-, 
debt  to    1,500.0001.   three-fourths  of  the  net  5thA?ri1- 
furplus  of  the  territorial  revenues  of  the  com- 
pany,   to    be   paid   into   the   exchequer,    and 
the  remaining  one-fourth  fet  apart  as  a  fund, 
for  difcharo-e  of  contingent  exigences. 

Lord  North  afterwards  moved,  that  the  27thApril. 
companv  mould  be  permitted  to    export  tea  Leave 

dM.       /?         •*.         a  •  -rr  j  l    granted  to 

uty  tree  to  America;    a   permilnon  deemed  export  tea, 

highly    beneficial,    as    feventeen    millions    of  duty  free, 
pounds    were    then    in   the   warchoufes ;    and  r°icamm^' 
finally  he  propofed  his  great  plan  for  regulat- 
ing the  company's  affairs,   as  well  in  India  as 
in  Europe,  the  outline  of  which  was,  that  the  General 
court  of  directors   mould  be  elected  for  four  res»h- 
years,    fix    members    annually,     but    none   to 
hold  their  feats  longer  than  four  years:  no  per- 
ion  to  vote  at  the  election  of  the  directors  who 
had  notpofTelfed  his  ftock  twelve  months;  the 
qualification,  inftead  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  one  thoufand.    That  the  mayor's  court  at 
Calcutta  "mould  be  confined  to  fmall  mercan- 
tile caufes,-  to  which  only   its  juriuiiciion  ex- 
tended before  the  territorial  acquiiition;  in  lieu 
of  this  court  a  new  one  was  eftablifhed,  confut- 
ing of  a  chief  juftice  and  three  puifne  judges, 
appointed  by  the   crown.     And  a  fuperiority 
was  given  to  the  presidency  of  Bengal,  over 
the  other  prelidencics  in  India.1 

These  refolutions   gave  rife  to  many  ani-  Oppofition 
mated    debates,    in   which  the   rights   of  the  tollldb 


mcalures. 


1  The  falaries  of  the  judges  were  fixed  at  8,000 1.  to  the  chief  juf- 
tice, and  6,oool.  a  year  to  each  of  the  oihcis.  The  governor  general 
was  allowed  15,000!.  a  year,  and  the  members  of  the  council 
10,000  I.  each. 

vol.  II.  c  crown, 
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CHA.P.  crown,  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  com- 
J^^u  Pailv>  *he  conduct  of  mi) lifters,  and  the  expe- 
1773-  diency  of  the  propofed  meafuresj  were  feverely 
arraigned,  and  ably  defended.  The  city  of 
a8th  May.  Loru]OI1)  anci  tlie  proprietors  who  pollened  votes 
by  holding  ftoek  of  greater  amount  than  five 
hundred  pounds,  but  lefs  than  a  thoufand,  pe- 
titioned parliament  againft  the  bill.  The  Eaft 
India  company  pre  fen  ted  feveral  petitions,  and 
were  heard  by  counfel;  they  even  defired  to 
withdraw  their  petition  for  relief,  declaring 
they  would  rather  fubmit  to  temporary  difficul- 
ties than  accept  a  loan  on  fuch  fevere  condi- 
tions; thefe  applications  were  all  unavailing; 
the  bill  framed  in  purfuance  of  the  refoltttions 
of  the  houfe  was  approved,  and  on  the  third 
jothjune.  reading  paifed  by  a  large  majority;"  the  blanks 
being  filled  up  with  the  names  of  Warren  Raft- 
ings, efq.  governor-general,  and  lieutenant- 
general  Clavering;  the  honourable  George 
Monfon,  Richard  Barwell,  and  Philip  Francis, 
efqrs.  as  counfeiiors  tor  the  presidency  of  Ben- 
gal, 
in  the  In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  bill  alfo  met  with 

lords.         ftrenuous  oppofition,  and  occafioned  two  pro- 

tefts,  figried  by  feven  and  by  thirteen  peers.* 

Attack  on        In  the  courfe  of  the  debates  on  India  affairs, 

lordchve.  many  reflections  were  made  on  the  character 

and   conduct   of   lord   Clive.     While  the  bill 

30th Mar.   brought   in   by    Mr   Sullivan  was   before  the 

Hisde-      houfe,    his   lordihip,    in   a  long  and   eloquent 

fence.         harangue,   defended  himfelf  againft  the  afper- 

lions  with  which  the  prefs  then  teemed.     His 

exculpation  extended  only  to  the  tranfaetions 

«  1  -,  1  to  2  I . 

w  The  report  of  thefe  proceedings  is  extremely  imperfect  in  De- 
brett's  debates  ;  but  t  have  been  materially  aflllteci  by  confulting  the 
hilloiy  of  lord  North's  admihiliration. 

of 
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of  his  laft  government :  he  depicted  with  force  chap. 
and  truth  the  felicities  of  his  fituation,  and  the  x^- 
total  want  of  any  motive  to  ftimulate  avarice  177*. 
or  ambition,  when  in  a  precarious  ftate  of 
health  he  abandoned  his  home,  his  relations, 
and  his  eafe,  to  vifit  a  diitant  and  infalubrious 
clime  on  the  invidious  talk  of  reformation. 
He  ftated  the  difficulties  in  which  he  was  in- 
volved from  the  infincerity  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors iu  wording  his  initiations  ;  how  eahly 
he  might  have  added  to  his  fortune,  by  con- 
niving at  and  participating  in  the  abufes  he  was 
commiihoned  to  reftiain,  or  have  confulted  his 
own  eafe  by  refigning  himfelf  to  the  indolence 
of  defpair.  He,  on  the  contrary,  purfued  an 
intricate  path,  befet  with  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers, the  welfare  of  the  company  required 
vigorous  exertion,  and  he  took  the  refolution 
of  cleanfing  the  Augean  liable,  "  It  was  that 
"  condu6t,"  he  faid,  "  which  had  occasioned 
"  the  fcurrility  and  abufe  againft  me,  with 
"  which  the  public  papers  have  been  filled 
"  ever  fince  my  return.  That  conduct  oc- 
"  calioned  thefe  charges.  But  that  conduct 
'  enables  me  now,  in  day  of  judgment,  to  look 
my  judges  in  the  face. — That  conduct  ena- 
bles me  now  to  lay  my  hand  on  my  heart, 
and  moft  folemnly  declare  to  this  houfe,  to 
the  gallery,  and  to  the  world  at  large,  that  I 
never,  in  a  fingle  inftance,  loft  light  of  what 
I  thought  the  honour  and  true  interelt  of  my 
country  and  the  company;  I  was  never  guilty 
1  of  any  a<cts  of  violence  or  opprefiion,  unlets 
"the  bringing  olfenders  to  juftice  can  be 
'  deemed  i'o ;  an  idea  of  extortion  never  en- 
'  tered  my  mind  ;  I  did  not  fuffer  thole  under 
"  me  to  commit  any  acts  of  violence  oroppref- 

c  2  "  iioo: 
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chap.  "  fion :  my  influence  was  never  employed  for 
xx-  "  the  advantage  of  any  man,  contrary  to  the 
177*-  "  ftricteft  principles  of  honour  and  juftice;  and, 
far  from  acquiring  peribnal  benefit  by  the 
expedition,  I  return  to  England  lefs  opulent 
"  by  many  thoufand  pounds." 

His  lordmip  then  defended  himfelf  on  the 
feveral  fpecific  charges  of  monopolies  in  cotton, 
diamonds,  and  fait,  beetel-nut,  and  tobacco ; 
of  frauds  in  the  exchange  and  gold  coinage, 
and  of  taking  prefents  from  Mir  Jaffier.  Of  all 
thefe  accufations  he  fhewed  the  futility  and 
want  of  foundation  ;  and  particularly  as  to  the 
lair,  lie  proved,  that  inftead  of  receiving  money 
from  the  nabob  for  his  own  ufe,  he  converted 
a  legacy,  amounting  to  feventy  thoufand 
pounds,  together  with  forty  thoufand  more, 
which  he  prevailed  on  the  nabob  to  beftow, 
to  the  purpofe  of  eftabliihing  a  military  fund 
for  the  relief  of  invalid  officers  and  foldiers, 
and  the  fupport  of  their  widows. 

But  the  moft  interesting  part  of  lord  Clive's 
defence  was  that  where  he  analyfed  the  ftate 
of  India,  and  defcribed  thofe  enormities  which 
degraded  the  Britiih  name,  and  impoverifhed 
the  company,  while  individuals  were  fuddenly 
enriched,  and  the  natives  gricvouily  oppreffed. 
Tlie  germ  of  the  evil  was  truly  and  forcibly 
displayed  in  the  animated  portrait  which  he 
gave  of  a  voung  adventurer  iirft  feckiug  the 
iJiores  of  Aha.  "  Let  us  for  a  moment,"  he 
laid,  "  confider  the  education  of  a  youth 
'•  deftined  for  India.  The  advantages  anting 
t(  from  the  company's  fervice  are  now  gene- 
"  rally  -known ;  and  every  man  U  defirous  to 
"get  his  ion  appointed  a  writer  to  Bengal; 
"  which  is  ufually  at  the  age  of  lixteen.  His 
"parents  and  relations  reprefent  to  him  the 
7  "  c  ertaiimes 
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<v  certainties  of  making;  a  fortune,    inflaming  chap. 

*'  his  ambition  by  reference  to  peers  and  com-       xx* 

u  moners,  "who  have  amaifed  great  trcafures  in      i77*« 

"  ihort  periods.    Thus  are  their  principles  early 

-  corrupted  ;  and,  as  they  generally  go  in  con- 

"  fiderable  numbers,     they    mutually    inflame 

w  their  expectations  to  fuch  a  degree,  in  the 

"  courfe  of  the  voyage,    that  before  their  ar- 

*'  rival  the  period  of  return  is  fixed.     Let  us 

"  now  view   one  of  tliofe  writers   arrived  in 

"  Bengal,  and  not  worth  a  groat.     As  foon  as 

"  he  lands,  a  banyan,  pofi'elfed  perhaps  of  one 

"  hundred  thoufand  pounds,    defires  he   nuiv 

"  have  the  honour  of  ferving  this  voung  gen- 

"  tleman   at  four  shillings   and    fixpence   per 

"  month.     The  company  has  provided  cham- 

"  hers  for  him,  but  they  are  not  good  enougli; 

"  the  banyan  finds  better?.     The  voung  man,  in 

"  walking  about  the  town,   obferves  that  Other 

"  writers,  arrived  only  a  year  before  him,  live 

""in  fplendid  apartments,  or  have  houfes  of  their 

"  own,  ride  upon  fine  prancing  Arabir.u  horfes, 

i:  and  in  palanquins  and  chaifes;  that  they  keep 

"  feraglios,  make  entertainments,  and  treat  villi 

"  champaigne  and  claret.    When  he  reports  his 

"  observations,  the  banyan  affures  him  he  may 

"  foon  arrive  at  the  fame  good  fortune;    fur- 

ft  ni flies  him  with  money,    and  acquires  Over 

l'  him  abfolute  power.     The  advantages  of  the 

"  banyan  advance  with  the  rank  of  his  inafter, 

ho  in  acquiring  one  fortune  generally  fpends 
"  three.  But  this  is  not  the  v  ;  he  is  in  a 
of  dependence  on  the  banyan,  who 
minils  acts  of  violence  and  oppreffion,  un- 
"  de'r  the  pretended- fancViou  and  authority  of 
'•  the  company's  fervanl.  And  hence  uriiVs 
il  the  clamour  againft  the  Englilh  gentlemen  in 

.  dia," 

c  3  Loua 
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CHAP.  Lo r d  C l i  v e.  in  conclufion,  difplayed,  in  de- 
xx-  .  tail,  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
772.  fituation  of  the  Englifll  in  India ;  ihewed  the 
dangers  which  menaced  their  profperity,  and 
indicated  the  means  of  avoiding  them  :  he  dis- 
played the  utility  of  his  own  reforms,  and  de- 
monftrated  that  a  temperate  purfuit  of  a  fimilar 
fyftem  was  alone  requifite  to  render  the  Britim 
empire  in  Alia  permanent,  honourable,  and  ad- 
vantageous. 

Rfply.  A  reply  was  made  by  governor  Johnftone, 

but  the  effect  of  lord  Olive's  fpeech  was  not 
materially  diminiihed;  it  was  regarded  as  a 
complete  exculpation,  and  as  a  noble  leffon  of 
political  wifdom. 

Renewed         The  fyftem  of  perfeeution  againft  lord  Clive 

fTcr"  **^  noi:  ^ere  terminate,  Dllt  his  laft  govern- 
ment was  no  longer  the  object  of  attack;  it 
was  thought  proper  to  recur  to  a  more  diftant 
period;  to  the  depofition  of  Surajah  Dowlah  in 


1  (O  /. 


30th  Mar        The  examination  of  evidence  before  the  fe- 
3773.         lecx  committee  introduced  the  difeuflion,  and 
the  opponents  of  lord  Clive  feized  the  favour- 
able opportunity  of  attempting  to  turn  to  his 
prejudice  and  difgrace,  thofe  very  circumftances 
of  his  life  from  which  he  derived  the  greateft 
honour. 
8th April.       General  Burgoyne,    on  prefenting  the 
Third  re-    third  report  of  the  felect  committee,   declared 
f°\eSt  com-  it  contained  an  account  of  crimes  ihocking  to 
mittee.       human  nature.     He  firft  moved  fome  general 
proportions,  affirming  that  all  acquifitions  made 
under  the  influence  of  a  military  force,  or  by 
treaty  with  foreign  powers,  do  of  right  belong 
to  the  ftate.     To  appropriate  acquifitions  ob- 

x  See  Smollefs  continuation  of  Hume,  vol.  iv.  p.  1 16. 

tairied 
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tamed  under  the  influence  of  a  military  force,   chap. 
or  by  treaty  with  foreign  powers,  to  private  life,       x^*, 
is  illegal;  and  that  great  funis  of  money  have      1773- 
been  obtained  by  fuch  means  from  the  fovereign 
princes  in  India.  Theferefolutions  were  carried, 
though  not  without  confiderable  oppofition. 

On  a  fubfequent  day,  general  liurfxoyne  re-  aift  April, 
turned  to  the  fiibiect,    and  directed  a  motion  ^ener:i1 
perfonally  againit  lord   Clive,  which  was  fup-  goyne's 
ported  by  Sir  William  Meredith,  and  refitted  «not»°»» 
by  VV'eddcrburne,  who  ably  expofed  the  impro- 
priety of  accufing  an  individual  of  delinquency, 
upon  the  bare  report  of  a  felect   committee. 
The   motion   was    not    then    difcutTed   on    its 
merits,  but  evidence  ordered  to  be  heard  at  the 
bar. 

Ox  a  fubfequent  day,  general  Burgoyne,  af*  3d  May. 
ter  entering  fullv  into  the  evidence  detailed  be-  x^nd 
fore  the  committee,  laid,   he  regarded  the  de-  againit 

fmg  of  Surajah  Dowlaii,  and  the  revolution  lord  Clive. 
in  favour  of  Mir  Jaifier,  as  the  origin  of  ail 
thole  evils  which  operated  to  the  temporary  dif- 
trefs,  if  not  total  deiinution,  of  the  company; 
lie  enlarged  upon  the  perfidy  employed  to  bring 
about  that  revolution ;  ftatcd  theiiciitious  treaty, 
forged  in  order  to  elude  the  payment  promifed 
to  Omichund  (a  black  merchant  and  confident 
of  Surajah  Dowlah,  whom  lord  Clive  and  the 
felect  committee  in  India  prevailed  upon  to 
join  in  a  fcheme  to  dethrone  his  mafter;)  ex- 
pofed fbe  conduct  of  lord  Clive,  in  cauling  ad- 
miral Watfon's  name  to  be  figned,  contrary  to 
the  admiral's  exprefs  inclination,  to  ibis  treaty; 
and  added,  that  the  perfidy  towards  Omi- 
clnind  was  of  the  blackeft  dye.  He  concluded 
with  moving,  that"  Robert  lord  Clive,  about 
"  the  time  of  depofmg  Surajah  Dow  lab,  nabob 
*pf  Bengal,   and  eftablifliing  Mir  Jaifier  on 

c  4  k>  the 
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chap.   "  the  mufnud,  did,  through  the  influence  of 
vJ^^L/    "  Powcrs  with  which  he  was  intruded,  obtain, 
1773-      u  under   various  authorities,   turns  amounting 
"  to    two   hundred    and  thirty-four  thoufand 
"  pounds,  and  in  fo  doing,  abivfed  thofe  powers, 
"  to  the  evil  example  of  the  fervants  of  the 
"  public."      Some    amendments  were   moved, 
and,  in  the  debate,  lord  Clive  made  a  mafteily 
defence  of  his  conduct 
H!s  de.  He  inveftigated,  with  minutenefs,  the  reports 

fence.  0f  t]ie  committees,  fo  far  as  they  applied  to  him, 
and  in  anfwer  to  the  furmifes  attempted  to  be 
eftabliihed,  read  irrefragable  documents,  prov- 
ing the  manner  in  which  his  conduct  was  viewed 
at  the  time,  and  by  thofe  who  were  belt  qua- 
lified to  judge.  They  confifted  of  the  nabob's 
letters  to  him  as  prefident  of  the  felect  com- 
mittee, the  committee's  letter  to  the  directors, 
and  finally,  the  letter  of  approbation  from  the 
directors  to  him.  He  mewed  the  remiffnefs 
of  former  adminiftrations  in  neglecting  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Eaft  India  company,  and  pointed 
out  the  perfonal  malevolence  which  produced 
this  untimely  and  unfounded  crimination. 
"  The  directors,"  he  faid,  "  for  two  years  pafr, 
"  either  through  ignorance  or  defign,  had  kept 
"  the  affairs  of  the  company  afecret;  they  had 
"  rioted  at  taverns,  diilolved  in  diiiipation  and 
"  luxury,  but  entirely  neglected  their  duty,  em- 
(i  ploying  a  man  to  think  for  them,  to  whom 
"  they  allowed  four  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
"nmn;  hence  many  of  their  orders  were  fo 
"  abfurd  and  contradictory,  that  their  own  fcr- 
"  vants  were  almoft  j unified  in  refilling  obe- 
"  dience." 

His    lord/hip   then    expofed    the    invidious 
planner  in  which  the  committees  purfued  their 

inquiries, 
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inquiries,  limiting  them  entirely  to  his  conduct,   chap. 
initead  of  exploring  fubjects  of  general  utility;    v^-^/. 
he  was  examined  before  them,   he  laid,  more      1773. 
like  a  iheep-fteaier  than  a  member  of  their  own 
houfe.     He  vindicated  the  receipt  of  preienis 
as  being  at  that  time  perfectly  legal  and  univer- 
iallv  praetifed,   and  proved  that  if  avarice  had 
been  his  pafiion,  he  could  have  realized  a  for- 
tune too  great  for  a  fubject. 

He  entered  into  a  detail  of  all  the  tranfac- 
tions  in  which  he  was  engaged ;  and  after  dif- 
plaving  the  defperate  fitaation  of  the  company's 
affairs,  when  it  pleated  God  to  make  him  the 
initrnment  of  their  delivery,  related  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  fraud  praeiiiVd  on  Omichund. 
li  We  foon  difcoveredy'  he  faid,  "  that  Surajah 
"  Dowlah  only  waited  for  the  departure  of  f  • 
"  fleet  to  exterminate  the  Englifh.  But  the 
11  nabob,  like  other  treacherous  men,  was  ftrf- 
"  rounded  by  perfons  of  the  fame  c aft  and  dif- 
"  pofition.  Omichund,  his  confidential  fcrvant, 
"  told  his  mailer  of  an  agreement  made  be- 
"  tween  the  Englilh  and  monheur  Dupree  to 
"  attack  him,  and  received  for  that  advice  four 
"  lacks  of  rupees.  Finding  this  to  be  the  man 
"  in  whom  the  nabob  entirely  trufted,  we  con- 
"  fidered  him  as  a  moll  material  engine  in  the 
"  intended  revolution.  We  therefore  made  fuch 
"  an  agreement  as  was  neeeffary  for  thepurpofe, 
ll  and  entered  into  a  treaty  with  him  to  fatisfy 
'k  his  demands.  When  all  things  were  prepared, 
"  and  the  evening  of  the  event  was  appointed, 
"  Omichund  applied  to  Mr.  Watts,  who  was 
"  at  the  court  of  the  nabob,  infilling  on 
"thirty  lacks  of  rupees,  and  five  per  cent. 
"  on  all  the  treafure  that  fhould  be  found; 
"  threatening,   unlefs  this  demand  was  inime- 

"  diately 
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chap.   u  diately  complied  with,  to  difclofe  the  plan  to 
xx       "  the  nabob  ;  and  that  Mr.  Watts,  with  the  two 


^j 


1777,.  "  other  Englifli  gentlemen  then  at  court,  iliould 
"  be  put  to  death  before  the  morning.      Mr. 

;  Watts  immediately  di (patched  an  exprefs  to 
"  me  at  the  council.    1  did  not  hefitate  in  find- 

■  in  a'  a  i'tratao-em  to  fave  their  lives,  and  fecure 
"  the  fuccefs  of  the  intended  event.  We  pre- 
"  pared  another  treaty  ;  this  was  called  the  red, 
"  the  other  the  white  treaty.  It  was  figned  by 
«  every  one  except  admiral  Watibn ;  and  I 
"  iliould  have  coniidered  myfeif  fufhciently 
"  authorized  to  affix  his  name,  by  a  converfa- 
"  tion  I  had  with  him.  His  name  was,  however, 
"  fubferibed  by  another  perfon,  whether  in  his 
"  prefence  or  not,  I  cannot  lay;  but  I  know, 
"  he  thought  he  had  fufneient  authority.  This 
treaty  was  tranfmitted  to  Omichund,  who 
did  not  fuipect  the  ftratagem  ;  and  fuccefs 
"  attended  the  project.  The  houfe,  I  am  fully 
"  perfuaded,  will  agree,  that,  when  the  very 
"  exiftence  of  the  company  was  at  itakc,  and 
"  the  lives  of  thefe  people  fo  precarioufly 
"  fituated,  and  fo  certain  of  being  deftroyed,  it 
"  was  true  policy  and  juftice  to  deceive  fo  great 
"  a  villain."  Lord  Clive  then  read  letters  from 
admiral  Watfon  and  others,  fully  approving 
his  conduct,  and  fimilar  papers  from  the  court 
of  dire6iors,  who  prefented  him  with  a  fword 
richly  adorned  with  diamonds,  and  after  highly 
extolling  his  proceedings,  termed  the  elevation 
of  Mir  J  airier,  a  glorious  and  profitable  revo- 
lution. In  doling  this  part  of  his  defence,  he 
laid,  "  A  late  minilier  (lord  Chatham)  whofe 
"  abilities  have  been  an  honour  to  his  country, 
"  and  whom  this  houfe  will  ever  revere,  will,  I 
^  am  fine,  come  to  your  bar,  and  not  only  tell 

u  you 
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"  you  how  highly  he  thought  of  my  fer  vices  at   c  H  a  p. 
"  the  time,  but  alio  what  his  opinion  is  now."      J^^ 

He  complained,  that  after  fuch  certificates,  1773. 
and  fo  merited,  he  lhould  be  brought  before 
the  houfe  like  a  criminal,  and  the  very  beft 
parts  of  his  conduct  conitrued  into  crimes 
againft  the  ftate.  "  I  cannot  fay,"  he  con- 
cluded, "  that  I  either  fit  or  reft  eafy,  when  I 
"  find  that  ail  I  have  in  the  world  is  eonfif- 
*'•  cated,  and  no  one  will  take  my  fecurity  for 
"  a  milling.  Thefe  are  dreadful  apprehen- 
"  (ions  to  "remain  under,  and  I  cannot  look 
"  upon  myfelf  but  as  a  bankrupt.  I  have  not 
"  any  thing  left  that  I  can  call  my  own,  exc 
"  my  paternal  fortune  of  five  hundred  pounds 
"  per  annum,  and  which  has  been  in  the  family 
"  for  ages.  But  upon  this  I  am  content  to  live ; 
"  and  perhaps  I  mall  find  more  real  content  and 
"  happinefs,  then  in  the  trembling  affluence  of 
"  an  unfettled  fortune.  But,  if  it  ihould  be  the 
"  cafe,  I  have  a  confeious  innocence  that  tells 
"  me  my  conduct  is  irreproachable:  Frangas, 
"  non  fleBes.  They  may  take  from  me  what  I 
"  have;  they  may,  as  they  think,  make  me  poor, 
"'.but  I  will  be  happy!  I  mean  not  this  as  my 
"  defence.  My  defence  may  be  made  at  the 
"  bar;  but  before  I  fit  down  I  addicts  one  re- 
"  queft  to  the  houfe,  that,  when  they  come  to 
"  decide  upon  my  honour,  they  will  not  forget 
"  their  own." 

Having  finished  his  defence,   his  lordfhip  r 
:   fitted  the  houfe.     A  fen  ten  ce  of  cenfure'pro-  J 
pofed  againft  him  was  negatived,  by  a  morion 
for  the  previous  queftion;  and  al    five  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  on  the  motion  of  vVecbderburne, 
a  refolution  was  paiT<  imoufly,  merely  af- 

jailing  the  fact   of  lord  C'iivc  having  received 

the 
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the  firm  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  thou- 
sand pounds,  with  the  additionarobfervation, 
that,  at  the  fame  time,  he  rendered  great  and 
meritorious  Services  to  his  country." 

In  a  Subsequent  debate,  lord  Clive  recapitu- 
lated the  topics  contained  in  his  fpeech  of  the 
laft  Seflion,  and  exculpated  himfelf  from  the 
charges,  made  through  the  medium  of  the  prefs, 
on  his  conduct  during  his  laft  government. 
After  this  he  intruded  on  the  home  no  further, 
except  to  rectify  a  mif-ftatement  of  fome  facts, 
and  then,  fuch  was  the  fury  of  party-fpirit,  that 
a  member  permitted  himfelf  to  fneer  at  lord 
Olive's  former  defence,  by  faying,  "  the  noble 
"  lord  was  a  long  fpeech  maker,:  and  would, 
"  perhaps,  offer  another  harangue  of  two  hours 
"  and  twenty  minutes." 

The  defence  of  lord  Clive's  conduct  did 
not,  however,  reft  on  himfelf  alone :  Wedder- 
burne,  the  Solicitor-general,  difplayed  an  un- 
ufual  portion  of  learning,  logic,  and  practical 
good  fenfe,  in  his  behalf.  He  reproached  the 
committees  with  having,  inftead  of  an  open, 
liberal,  and  manly  endeavour,  to  bring  forward 
fuch  regulations  as  would  prevent  future  evils, 
restricted  themfeives  to  a  narrow,  contracted, 
invidious  attention  to  the  conduct  of  indivi- 
duals. He  juttified  the  depofition  of  Surajah 
Dowlah,  on  the  grounds  of  juftice  as  well  as  of 
policy.  Far  from  admitting  that  fuch  a  tranf- 
action  Wasdiihonourable  to  Britain,  he  claimed 
the  admiration  of  the  hiftorian,  who  in  future 
times  mould  record,    "  that  a  revolution  which 

'  acquired  to  the  company  a  dominion  larger, 
"  wealthier,    and    more    populous    than   ever 

'  Athens  poffeifed,  or  than  Rome  itfelf,   when 
ihe  had  conquered  the  Italian  States ;  larger 

"  than 
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u  than  France,  and  in  revenues  fuperior  to  chap. 
"  moft  of  the  powers  of  Europe  ;  that  in  the  v-^^/. 
"career  of  fuch  conquefts — of  fuch  great  1775* 
"events,  fo  few  actions  are  to  be  difcovered 
"  by  the  moft  inquiiitive  examination  (and  a 
"  more  prying  one  never  was  known)  fo  few 
"  that  reflect  dilhonour  on  individuals — none 
"  that  tarniih  the  Britiih  name."  He  removed 
every  imputation  of  blame  from  the  artifice 
ufed  to  circumvent  the  traitor  Omichund,  and 
appealed  to  the  honour  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation,  againft  an  attempt  to  deprive  an  indi- 
vidual of  the  remuneration  of  actions,  which 
had  been  the  admiration  of  the  world — the  pride 
of  Britain — the  envy  of  Europe.  In  anfwer 
to  the  queftion,  Where  fuch  opprefiions  and 
tyranny  were  to  be  found  as  were  piaclifed  in 
Bengal"?  he  laid,  "  In  the  democratical  tyranny 
"  of  an  Athenian  mob,  envious  of  every  great 
"  and  noble  name,  taking  off  one  for  Ins  wealth, 
"  baniflling  another  for  his  family,  and  a  third 
"  for  his  fame.  This  deteftable  fpirit  occasioned 
"  real  tyranny,  and  we  are  now  following  the 
"  example." 

Thurlow,  the  attorney- general,  was  on  the 
other  fide,  but  the  exculpation  of  lord  Clive 
appears  complete.  He  committed  no  illegal 
act  towards  his  employers;  he  ufed  no  unn 
ceilarv  trueltv  towards  thole  whom  he  con- 
quered;  nor  did  he,  in  the  purfujt  of  wealth, 
avail  himfelf  of  the  means  which  lay  fo  abun- 
dantly before  him,  to  accumulate  an  enormous 
mafs  of  riches  j  the  fortune  he  p<  lui- 

doubtedly  ample,  but  few  in  his  Situation  would 
have  evinced  ib  much  fell-denial,  as  to  be  lal-if- 
fied  with  a  firlt  acquisition,  when  many  years 
of  fubfequent  fervice  afforded  opportunities, 

and 
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and  a  pretence  for  additions  of  infinitely  greater 
importance." 

The  attention  of  parliament  was    alfo  en- 
CT'e?       ga»edj  an(l  the  public  feeling  conliderably  in- 
Canibsof  terefted,   on  a  conteit  with  the  Carribs  of  St. 
Sc.vin-      Vincent's,  refpeeii ng  which  many  forcible  ap- 
ccnt  s'        peals  were  directed  to  the  houfe  of  commons  and 
to  the  nation.  To  underftand  this  queition  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  recur  to  a  diftant  period,   and 
examine  historically  the  ftate  of  the  ifland. 
Early  hii-        Sa  i  x t  V i  \  c  e  n  t's,  one  of  the  diicoveries  of 
toiyorthe  Columbus,  contains  about  84,000  acres,  and  is 
twenty-tour  miles   m  lengtii,    and   tweive  in 
breadth.     The  Spaniards  were  not  futficiently 
numerous  to  attempt  obtaining  poifelhon,  be- 
caule  the  Indians,  who  made  it  their  place  of 
rendezvous  in   expeditions  to  the   continent, 
were  in  great  force.     Thefe  Indians,   who  are 
commonly  taken  for  the  Aborigines,  are  deno- 
minated red,  fometimes  yellow  Carribs.2     They 
are  defcribed  as  a  mild  and  moderate  race,  and 
of  low  itature;  inhabiting  the  woods  in  Scat- 
tered families,  in  a  ftate  of  primitive  fimplicity, 
and  under  a  kind  of  patriarchal  government. 

y  Although,  throughout  this  inquiry,  lord  Give  difplayed  the 
gveateft  firmnefs  and  magnanimity,  his  mind  never  recovered  its 
pi  opt  r  bias.  Wedded  to  glory,  and  pluming  himlelt  upon  thole  ac- 
tions which  had  elevated  him  to  an  unparalleled  degree  of  lame,  and 
sampled  grandeur  of  fortune,  he  could  ill  brook  the  neceffity  of 
defence,  and  felt  as  an  ignominy  the  recelTity  of  pleading  For  his 
jfler  and  property,  lie,  upon  whole  pleafurc  had  Co  often  de- 
:  ltd  the  fate  of  fovereigns  and  of  ftates,  who  might  with  truth  be 
ftyled  "  the  fetter-up  and  puller-down  of  kings;"  lickened  at  the  re- 
collection of  that  ingratitude  which  degraded  him  tu  the  pofition  of  a 
culurit.  Afeveriih  uneafi  j  to  k  poffeflion  of  his  mind  ;  his  feel- 
ings becoming  daily  more  agonizing,  brought  on  at  length  a  delirium, 
one  of  the  paroxyfms  of  which  tei m mated  his  exiftence.  His  death 
happened  the22dof  November  1774. 

2  I  hive  adopted  the  common  orthography  of  this  word:    it  is 
fometimes  fpelt  Charibb,  and  Bryan  Edwards  writes  it  Cbaroibes. 

At 
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At  a  period  which  cannot  be  exactly  afeer-   c  h  ap. 

tained,  bat  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  feven-      xx-  , 

teenth  century,  a  mip  from  Guinea  with  a  large      1775. 

cargo  of  (laves,  was  wrecked  or  run  on  more,  J^1^" 

the  negroes  efcaped,   and,  either  bv  favour  or  twcen  red 
•  u         •  1111 

force,    eftablilhed    thcmfelves    on   the    ifiand.  3,  ..-, 

Thefe  negroes  were  of  the  Mocoa  race,  tall, 
ftout,  violent,  irritable,  and  crafty.  They 
foon  increaied  their  numbers  by  intermarrying 
among  themfelves  and  v.  ith  the  natives,  and 
began  to  invade  the  property  of  their  too  con- 
fiding hofts.  After  a  feries  of  (truggles,  the  in- 
truders obtained  poffemon  of  the  molt  valuable 
parts  of  the  country,  and  by  frequent  (laughter 
reduced  the  number  of  their  opponents  to  com- 
parative insignificance.  The  defceiidants  of 
thefe  Africans  were  called  black  Carribs. 

In  the  year  1719,  the  dilputes  between  the  The 
races  of  Carribs  being  carried  on  with  great  Fl.enc,1ob" 

l  T-,  I'll-  /•      -  •  tal!1    :i    '&tm 

violence,  thelrench  inhabitants  ot  Martmico  tiement. 
conceived  hopes,  that  by  favouring  one  party, 
and  fubduing  the  other,  they  might  gain  pi 
feffion  of  the  ifland :   they  therefore  1;         I  a 
confiderable  force,  and,  calling  themfelves  al- 
lies of  the  red  Carribs,  committed  fome  hoftili- 
ties  on  the  other  party.  The  expected  affiitance 
was  however  withheld,   either  through  fear  or 
jeaioufy,  and  after  lofmg  many  lives,  the  Trench 
were  compelled  to  make  peace.    Failing  in  their 
hopes  of  conqueft,  they  iuccecded  in  obtaining 
an  eftablimment  by  negotiation,  and  from  frnall 
beginnings  increaied  their  number  oi'  f< 
to  eight  hundred  whites  and   three  thoul: 
Haves.     They  did  not. acquire  thi  ;.; 

without   many   humiliating   conceflions, 
mortifying  in fults;  they  were  obliged  to  fub- 
mit,  without  reiiftance,    i;>  ail  prices  1  f 

fa^vage  licentioufiie'fs,  to  permit  the  ied_. 

of 
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chap,    of  their  Haves,  the  plunder  and  burning  of  their 
\J^^j    e^a*es>  an.d  to  compromife  with  the  black  Car- 
1773-      ribs  under  terms  of  the  moft  abject  and  degrad- 
ing- fubmiiuon.*     They  hoped,  by  temporizing, 
to  gain  an  entire  afcendency,  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  endeavoured  to  live  on  amicable  terms  with 
the  ferocious  Carribs,  to  whom  they  imparted 
a  fmall  knowledge  of  the  catholic  religion,  af- 
fecting towards  them  an  extraordinary  attach- 
ment. 
Arrange-         While  Saint  Vincent's,  and  other  iflands  in- 
ments  m     habited  by  the  Carribs,  were  thus   anxiouily 
of  AhTia    coveted  by  the  French,  they  were  no  lefs  ob- 
Chapeiiej   jeels  of  defire  to  the  Fngliih  ;  but  after  a  long 
and  ineffectual  conteft,   it  was  agreed  by  the 
treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  in  1748,  that  thofe 
iflands  mould  be  considered  neutral,   the  pro- 
perty being  vefted  in  the  Carribs,  but  the  Eu- 
ropean fubjeefs  retaining  their  private  poifef- 
fions.    Both  nations  were  afterwards  diifatisrled 
with  this  arrangement,  in  which,   from  mutual 
jealoufy,  they  had  conceded  their  own  rights 
into  the  hands  of  a  race  who  were  not  parties  to 
At  the       the  contract.    In  the  negotiation  of  1762,  they 
peace  of     adopted  a  contrary  iyftem,  and  without  naming 
the  Carribs,  or  adverting  to  their  rights,   real 
or  imaginary,  the  iflands  of  Dominica,  St.  Vin- 
cent,  and  Tobago,  were  allotted  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, while  France  kept  poileihoii  of  St.  Lucia. b 

a  The  following  inftance  is  given  by  the  Abbe  Raynal.  «<  The 
"  black  Carribs,  conquerors  and  mailers  of  all  the  leeward  coaft, 
**  required  of  the  Europeans,  thai  they  mould  again  buy  the  lands 
"  they  had  already  purchaled,  A  Frenchman  attempted  to  iliew  the 
**  deed  of  conveyance  from  a  red  Carrib ;  !  know  noi,  jays  a  black 
"  Carrib,  what  thy  paper  fays  ;  but  read  what  is  written  on  my  ar- 
•'  row.  There  you  may  iee,  in  characters  which  do  not  lie,  that  if  you 
**  do  not  give  me  what  I  demand,  I  will  go  and  burn  your  houfe  to- 
"  night." 

•>  in  this  account  I  have  principally  followed  Edwards's  hiftory  cf 
the  Well  Indies,  vol.  i.  b.  iii.  chap.  3,  with  occafional  references  to 
Raypal,  Guthrie,  and  the  papers  produced  to  the  houfe  01  ci  mmons. 

Many 
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Maxy  of  the  French  inhabitants,  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Englifli,  left  St.  Vincent's,  and  the 
Carribs  alio  folicitecl  from  the  French  governor 
of  St  Lucia,  permiffion  to  fettle  there,  which 
was  refitfed.    A  commiflion  was  framed  for  fur-  Proceed- 
veying  and  difpofmg  of  the  lands ;  but  although  BiftiftTeof 
no  ftipvdation  was  made  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  vemmein 
the  lords  of  the  treafury  forbad  the  commif-  Jvit*lre'. 
fioners  to  futTer  any  furvey  of  the  territory  in-  £ds. ° 
habited  or  claimed  by  the  Carribs,  till  the  re-  24.1b  Mar. 
ceipt  of  further  infractions,  that  their  num-  I7H* 
hers,    difpofitions,    and   fettlements  might  be 
more  fully  known. 

At  firft  the  Carribs,  uncertain  of  their  future  Conduft 
deftiny,  Ihewed  the  utmoft  humility,  and  in  °!'heCar" 
compliance  with  the  proportions  of  govern- 
ment, many  of  them  took  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance, and  were  received  as  fubjecls,  ihewing 
a  perfect  underftanding  of  the  tranfaelion,  ex- 
preffing  themfelves  much  favoured  and  obliged 
by  being  placed  on  inch  a  footing,  and  con- 
fenting  to  give  up  Inch  lands  as  they  could  not 
cultivate.0  Afterwards*  however,  when  they 
underltood  the  nature  of  the  inftruciions  to  the 
commillioners,  and  had  received  advice  from 
the  French,  they  claimed  more  land  than  could 
be  ufefulj  or  than,  under  other  circumltances, 
they  would  have  prefumed  to  demand. d 

After  three  years     Villiam  Young,  efq.  firft  ilth  APri* 
Gommiffioner  for  the  iale  of  lands,  in  a  memo-  j^r 
rial  to  the  treafury,  ftated,  that  the  total  num-  Young's 
her  of  Carribs  did  not  exceed  two  thoufand,  mem0lial= 
including  women   and  children:  the  original 

c  See  report  of  Mr.  M;'itlnnd  and  other  perfons  concerned  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  to  lord  Hilllborough  ;  Debrett's  Debates,  vol.  vi. 
p.  366. 

d  Sue  Memoir  of  Mr.  William  Young  ;  Debrctt's  Debates,  vol.  vi. 
r-339 

vol.  ii,  j>  Carribs 
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Carribs  being-  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number/ 
living  remote  from  the  blacks,  and  under  con- 
tinual apprehenfions  from  their  known  ferocity. 
The  black  Carribs  were  fcatteted  over  the  molt 
extensive  and  fineft  part  of  the  iiland,  but  they 
cultivated  onl}7  a  fmall  portion  of  the  land  in 
detached  pieces,  principally  relying*  for  fub- 
iiftence  on  hunting  and  fifhino;.  It  was  con- 
fidered  dangerous  to  the  colonifts  that  thefc 
lands  mould  remain  in  the  poffeffion  of  lawMs 
and  wild  lavages,  and  therefore  further  inftruc- 
tions  were  rcqueftcd.  Mr.  Young  intimated 
the  propriety  of  affording  protection  to  the  red 
Carribs,  as  permitting  their  extermination  by 
the  blacks,  would  be  repugnant  to  humanity  ; 
and  he  considered,  as  a  fubjeel:  of  curious  fpe- 
culation,  the  adoption  of  fuch  meafnres  as 
would  reconcile  the  happinefs  of  both  races  of 
Carribs,  with  the  iafety  and  welfare  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  fubjeels/ 
Jan.  1768.  Ix  purfuance  of  Mr.  Young's  recommenda- 
Survey  or-  tion,  the  lords  of  the  treafury  inftructed  the 
commifiioners  to  furvey  and  difpofe  of  certain 
parts  of  the  iiland  claimed  by  the  Carribs;  but 
not  to  attempt  removing  them  until  notice  of 
the  whole  arrangement  and  defiim  ihoukl  be 
fully  imparted  to,  and  underftood  by  their 
chiefs:  humanity,  mildnefs,  and  attention  to 
the  habits  and  convenience  of  the  Carribs  were 
exprefsly  enjoined  ;  the  commiilioners  were  re- 
llricted  from  receiving  fees,  directed  to  avoid 
violence,  and  to  obferve  the  ftricreft  good  faith 
in  their  tranfaciions.  In  the  lands  allotted  in 
exchange  no  quit-rent  was  to  be  referved,  and 
the  Carribs  were  to  receive  the  fum  of  four 

e  According  to  the  bejr.  accounts  not  above  one  hundred  families. 
f  See  this  memorial  ai  length,  JDebrett'<s  Debates,  yol.  vi.  p.  336. 
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Johannes,  or  feven  pounds  four  millings  fterling,   c  h  ap. 
for  every  acre  they  had  cleared.8  xx. 

Oisr  receipt  of  thefe  mftructions,  the  king's  May  1769. 
furveyors  began  to  examine  the  country,  and  ?rocee£- 
make  a  road.     The  black  Carribs,  filled  with'  cAmmif- 
alarm  and  indignation,  afiembled  a  force  of  ^"5JJ!" 
two  hundred  men  in  arms,  and,  loudly  declar-  Qf±el* 
in o-  their  refolution  to   maintain  their  freedom  Black  Car- 
and  preferve  their  lands,  infulted  and  obfrructed  "  s* 
the  furveyors,   and  furrounding  a  detachment 
of  forty  men,  fent  to  guard  them,  cut  off  every 
fupply  of  water  and  provifions.    Mr.  Alexander,  Arrange. 
prefident  of  the  council,    acting  for  the  go-  ment* 
vernor  in  his  abfence,    collected  a  force  of  a 
hundred   men,    but   having    pofitive   inltruc- 
tions  to   avoid   hoftilities,  propofed  to  fufpend 
making  the  road,   and  defift  from  all  proceed- 
ings till  further  orders  from  the  king,  of  which 
he  would  give  due  notice  :  the  Carribs,  fatisfied 
with  this  declaration,  promifed  to  return  quietly 
to  their  habitations;  the  forty  men  were  liberat- 
ed, and  tranquillity  reftored  without  bloodfhed.h 

An  appeal  to  force  now  feemed  inevitable.  Their  fur- 
The  Carribs  declared  their  refolution  not  to  *herv,°- 
fuffer  the  proceeding  of  the  furveyors ;  pre- 
vented the  military  from  going  to  their  new 
barracks  at  Merccrika;  pulled  down  the  houfe 
allotted  for  that  purpofe;  denied  1  abjection  to 
the  king,  and  refolved  to  preferve  their  inde- 
pendence. After  the  arrangements  with  Mr. 
Alexander,  they  broke  up  the  road  begun  by 
the    troops   and    furveyors,    burned   the   huts 

E  Debretfs  Debates,  vol.  vi.  p.  342. 

h  See  lieutenant-governor  Fitzmaurice's  letter  to  lord  Hillsborough; 
Mr.  Wm. Young's,  letter  to  Harry  Alexander;  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Alexander  to  lieutenant-governor  Fitzmaurice,  and  the  memorials 
and  fubfequent  papers,  palfim.  Debretfs  Debates,  vol.  V.  p.  34.6, 
ct  1'etjq. 
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erected  for  their  life,  and  committed  many  ra- 
vages oil  the  neighbouring  plantations.  The 
red  Carribs  did  not  interfere  in  the  eonteft : 
the  lords  of  the  treafury  iliewcd  humane  at- 
tention  towards  them,  bv  directing,  that  if  the 
remains  of  this  unfortunate  people  wimed  to  be 
fettled  apart  from  the  negroes,  their  inclina- 
tion ihould  be  complied  with. 
Artifices  Nor  Mould  the  black  Carribs  probably  have 
of  the  fhewn  lb  determined  an  oppofition,  on  a  point 
of  no  importance  to  them,  but  for  the  artful 
inftigation  of  the  French,  who  ufed  every 
means  to  excite  antipathy  againft  the  Engliih; 
even  the  little  information  they  imparted  of 
the  catholic  religion  was  fubfervient  to  this 
purpofe ;  and  in  execrating  the  Britiili  name, 
the  Carribs  did  not  forget  to  ftigmatize  them 
as  heretics.  For  fome  time  after  the  peace, 
however,  no  infhmceof  difaffeclion  had  appear- 
ed, except  that  of  maintaining  a  contraband 
intercourfe  with  the  French  inhabitants  of  St. 
Lucia  and  Martinico,  and  declining  all  com- 
merce with  the  Englilli  in  St.  Vincent's.  From 
the  vicinity  of  St.  Lucia,  and  the  ancient  ha- 
bits of  the  Carribs,  this  preference  might  have 
been  confidered  of  fmall  importance,  had  not 
the  malignant  genius  of  the  French  foon  ren- 
dered it  extremely  dangerous.  The  Carribs 
were  inftigated  to  relift  the  claims  of  England 
by  French  emiffaries,  whofe  intrigues  in  the 
Weft  Indies  formed  a  part  of  the  plan  which 
prompted  the  attack  on  the  Britifh  property  at 
Falkland's  Iilands.  They  taught  the  black 
Carribs  to  believe,  that,  as  they  were  moftly 
rfefcerided  from  a  race  of  flaves,  bound  in  an 
jEnglifh  mip  to  Barbadoes,  the  heir  of  the 
owner  had  obtained  an  order  to  fell  them  as 
his  own  property.     When  animofity  was  fiif- 

ficiently 
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ficiently  excited  by  tliefe  calumnies,  the  French   c  hap. 
fupplietl  them  with  fire-arms,    and  encouraged    JJJx, 
hoiiilities. 

The  removal  of  four  companies  of  the  regi- 
ment ftationed  at  St.  Vincent's  to  Dominica, 
was  the  fignal  for  armed  opposition,  and  at  that 
crifis  they  at  racked  the  furveyors. 

The  planters  of  St.  Vincent's  were  in  daily  Alarms 
expectation  of  a  war  with  France;  and  faw  that  anclre- 
in  tlie  defencelefs  ttate  of  the  iiland,  furroundeel  dances 
by   a  numerous   and   inveterate    enemy,    well  of  the 
aimed,    and  difeiplined   by   French  fugitives,  Panters* 
their  property  and  lives  were  on  a  moil  mle- 
cure  and  hazardous  tenure.     Rumours  of  pro- 
jected maffacres  and  conflagrations  were  circu- 
lated.    The  planters   reprefented  their  condi- 
tion with  anxiety  and  folicitude,  and  all  their 
difpatches  to  government,   after  the  late  com- 
motion, carneitly  requeltcd  an  augmentation  of 
the  armed  force.     Avarice  too  had  its  (hare  in 
thefe  reprefentations;  as  the  letter  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander exprefled  in  flrong  terms  his  impatience 
at  beimr  reftrained  from  extremities,  his  rcluc- 

C* 

tance  at  leaving  lb  foon  that  fine  cream  part 
of  the  ijland,  and  his  hopes  that  his  ahfence 
from  it  would  be  but  ihort.1 

The    lieutenant-governor,   however,   endca-  Efforts  of 
voured  to  reftore  tranquillity ;  he  embodied  the  Jl^j'™*" 
militia,   and   iffued  a  mild  and  temperate  pro-  vrnor 
clamation  to  the  Carribs.      He  forwarded  to  '^  Jnne» 
g  >vernment,  by  the  hands  of  the  fpeakerof  the 
affembly,   a  correct  delineation  of  tlie  ftate  of 
the  colony,  but  forcibly  represented  the  impof- 
fibility  of  retaining  an  advantageous  povTefiion 
while  fo  large  a  portion  ot'  the  iiland  was  occu- 
pied  by   the  negroes,  without  any  mixture  of 

1  See  the  papers  in  DcbrctCs  Debates,  vol.  vi.  p.  34.6  to  355. 
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white  inhabitants,  as  they  miift  continue  unci- 
vilized, lawleis,  difafteeted,   ufelefs,  and  prone, 
in  cafe  of  Mar,  to  join  the  enemy.      He  alio  ob- 
ferved,    that,  "  as  from  the  molt  exact  calcula- 
"  tions  they  could  not  exceed  a  thoufand  fight- 
"  ing  men,   though  headed  by  feveral  intelli- 
"  gent  and  refolute  chiefs;  another  regiment 
"  properly   difpofed,    afiifted   by  his   majefty's 
cc  ihips,  together  with  fome  expence  for  pre- 
"  fents,  and  other  incidental   charges,   would 
"  infure  their  fubmiffion  to  government,    with 
"  little  or  no  bloodihed ;  the  white  inhabitants 
"  could  then  live  peaceably  among  them,  and 
"  the  expence  would  be  greatly  overpaid  by  the 
"faleofthe  lands."k 
Orders  of        The  Britiih  cabinet  was  not  influenced  by 
govern-      thefe  reprefentations  to  adoj)t  raili  or  violent 
meafures.     The  earl  of  Hilliborough,  in  a  pru- 
4-th  Aug.    dent  and  temperate  letter  to  Fitzmaurice,  ap- 
J769«        proved  his  meafures  of  defence,  authorifed  him, 
in  cafe  of  continued  hoftiiity,  to  make  applica- 
tion to  general  Gage,  at  New  York,  for  addi- 
tional troops;  but  exprefsly  ordered  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  tranfmitto  the  general  a  full  and 
explicit  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  the  ifland, 
a  minute  explanation  of  his  reafons  for  making 
fuch  requiiition,  and  his  motives  for  fixing  on 
any  precife  number  ot  men.1 
Tncreafmg       Elated  with  their  fuccefs  in  oppofing  the 
inibie.ee     furyeyors,   the  black  Carribs  increased  in  info- 
lenct  and  ferocity.     They  fent  an  embafty  to 
count  d'Ennery,  or  d'Uenri,  governor  of  M  ir- 
tinico,  offering,  with  a  fmail  affiftance,   to  cut 
oh  all  the  Engiifh,  and  deftroy  their  fettlements. 

k  See  Fitzmaurice's  letter  to  lord  Hillfborough,  DebretCs  Debates, 
vol.vi.  p.  356,  anil  liis  proclamation,  p.  361. 

1  Sue  lord  Hilhborough,s  letter  to  lieutenant-governor  Fitzmau- 
rice, ibid.  p.  355. 
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The  humanity  of  the  French  governor  pre-  chap. 
vented  his  acceding  to  this  horrible  propofi-  JS^ 
tion,  and  as  the  militia  was  foon  afterwards 
raifed,  the  Carribs  for  a  fliort  period  affected  an 
humble  and  fubmiffive  tone.m  Yet  they  con- 
tinued an  illicit  intercourle  with  the  French 
islands,  and  the  fucceflbr  of  count  d'Efmery, 
as  well  as  the  governor  of  St.  Lucia,  appear  to 
have  encouraged  them  in  acts  of  hoftility  and 
infnbordination.  The  Carribs  ufed  continual 
endeavours  to  feduee  or  even  fteal  the  Oaves 
belonging  to  the  planters;  cruelly  murdering 
thole  who  would  not  work  or  content  to  be  ibid 
to  the  French.  Although  the  magistrates  re- 
ceived full  information  of  the  names  and  reli- 
dences  of  the  perpetrators  of  thefe  enormities, 
they  clurft  not  attempt  puniihing  them:  the 
Carribs,  armed  and  infulting,  traverfed  every 
part  of  the  Britifh  territory,  while  their  jealouiy 
guarded  every  accefs  to  their  own  domain. n 
They  blocked  up  the  high  road,  burned  the 
houfes  of  obnoxious  perfons,  and  threatened  to 
deftroy  the  king's  barracks  at  Prince's  Bay,  a 
fettled  part  of  the  country,  far  diftant  from  thafc 
which  they  inhabited  or  claimed. 

These  violences,  and  the  alarms  they  ex-  Reprefen- 
cited,  oecafioned  many  applications  to  the  king  tat,onso* 
and  council,  fupported  by  affidavits  and  doeu-  terstotbe 
ments,  to  prove  the  dangerous  connection  be-  kins- 
t\v.  en  the  Carribs  and  the  French.  The  pro-  zadjunc, 
prietors  of  lands,  in  their  memorial,  demon-  I77°' 
ftrated,  that  the  defence  of  the  whole  colony  in 

e  of  a  war  would   be  incumbent  on  them, 
while  the  Carribs  not  only  forbad  all  approach 

~  c.cc  reports  of  Mr.  Maithnd  and  others,   in  Dcbrctt's  Debates, 
vol.  vi.  |i.  36S. 

n  Idem.  p.  367.    Report  of"  the  commiffioners,  Dtbrru's  Debates, 
vc!.  vi.  p.  378. 
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to  great  part  of  the  ifland,  but  were  ready  with 
a  fuperior  force  to  affifl  the  enemy.  The  plan- 
ters difelaimed  every  mih  to  treat  the  fuvasres 
with  inhumanity,  but  merely  required  protec- 
tion for  their  lives  and  properties,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  enjoying,  advantageoufly,  the  eftates 
which  they  had  purchafed  under  the  exprefs 
guaranty  of  the  crown.  The  commiiuoners  for 
the  fale  of  lands,  in  a  report  to  the  board  of 
trade,  certified  many  of  the  fame  facts,  and  the 
board,  in  their  reprefentation  to  the  king,  con- 
curred in  the  neceffity  of  increafmg  the  infular, 
military  eftabliilrment. 

Still  the  miniftry  was  defirous  to  avoid  ex- 
tremities, and  governor  Melville,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  indulgent  and  favourable  orders 
tranfmitted  to  him,  received  with  kindnefs  a 
deputation  of  about  fifty  Carribs,  who  attended 
him  at  Grenada,  and  endeavoured  to  exculpate 
themfelves  from  the  charge  of  difaffection  to 
the  Britifh  government,  and  undue  intercourfe 
with  the  French.0 

Influenced  by  governor  Melville's  repre- 
fentations,  the  miniftry  again  fent  initiations 
to  th.e  commifTioners,  who  obtained  an  inter- 
view with  the  principal  Carribs,  at  a  place 
called  Morne  Garou,  and  made  a  very  liberal 
proffer  for  the  purchafe  of  about  four  thoufand 
acres  of  practicable  land,  which  they  only 
claimed  but  did  not  inhabit,  with  an  afliiranee, 
that  the  reft  of  their  poit'effions  mould  be  in- 
alienably fecured;  but  the  Carribs  pofitively 
and  inflexibly  refufed  to  permit  a  fettlement  in 
any  part  of  the  country  over  which  they  ex- 
tended a  claim.  Being  afked,  whether  they 
would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  fubjects 

o  His  letter  g;ivincr  an  account  of  the  interview,  is  dated  5th  July, 


1770.     Debates,  vol.  vi.  p.  375, 
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to  the  kino,'  of  Great  Britain,  one,  in  the  name  chap. 
of  the  reft,  anfwered,  thev  were  equally  incle-  xx 
pendent  of  the  kings  of  Great  Britain  and  1771 
Prance;  but  confeifed  a  great  partiality  to  the 
French,  and  laid,  the  governor  of  Martinico 
had  promifed  them  protection,  if  they  obeyed 
his  orders  in  refufing  to  iurrender  any  portion 
of  land.  This  explicit  avowal,  combined  with 
the  -it  neral  tenour  of  the  conference,  convinced 
the  commifiiouers,  that  the  Carribs  acfed  in- 
tirely  under  French  influence.  The  chief  did 
not  appear  difinclined  to  accede  to  the  propofals, 
but  the  principal  fpeaker,  whofeemed  topolfefs 
the  greateft  ihare  of  influence,  had  refided  in 
Martinico  from  his  infancy,  and  was  but  lately 
returned  to  St.  Vincent's. 

In  reporting  thefe  transactions,  the  commif-  i6thoa. 
(loners  reprefented  the  impoffibility  of  fo  fmall  J77*- 
an  ill  and  continuing  long  divided   between   a  thlTcom- 
civilized  people,  and  lavages  bound  by  no  ties  miffiona* 
of  law  or  religion  ;  exempt,  by  their  iituation, 
from  fear  of  puniihment,  and  prompt  at  the 
earlieft  iniligation  to  ruin  the  colony.     They 
obferved,    that  the  fale   of  the  land  was  no 
longer    the    molt    important   object;    but  the 
honour  of  the  crow  n  became  concerned  for  the 
protection  of  its  fubjeefcs  againh  a  lawlefs  race, 
who  might  commit  any  kind  of  violence  with- 
out  control;  and  they  recommended  the  former 
plan  of  making  a  road  and  mixing  white  inha- 
bitants among  the  natives. p 

The  alarms  of  the  people  of  St.  Vincent's  Treachery 
received  an  additional  impulfe,  from  the  inter-  p.the. 
cent  ion  of  a  letter  from  the  governor  of   St. 
Lucia,  in  which  the  Carribs  were  treated  as  an 
independent  people;  the  French  complained  of 

t  See  Debates,  vol.  iv.  p.  363. 

their 
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their  deviations  from  propriety  to  themfelves 

alone,   demanded  redrefs,  without  reference  to 

*77i.     the  authority  of  the  Britiih  government;  and 

t?ith  the  threats,  it  was  judged  expedient  to 

life,  mingled  fuch  flatteries  and  complacencies 

as  tended  to  make  thefe  lavages  frill  more  proud, 

ftubborn,  and  uncomplying  towards  the  Eng- 

liih.i 

3othMay,       ]\rr   Leybourne,  the  governor  of  St.  Vin- 

Remon-      cent's,   inclofed  to  lord  Hill/borough  the  inter- 

ftrances      cepted  letter,  and  fuggefted,  that  as  an  hoftile 

from  the  p  ,  °°  ,         ,  ,  , 

illand.  correlpondence  was  now  clearly  proved,  and 
lenient  meafures  had  been  found  ineffectual, 
force  muft  be  the  laft  refort;  the  tranquillity  of 
the  illand  with  its  neighbours,  and  refpecVabi- 
lity  of  the  fleet  in  thofe  feas  rendered  the  time 
particularly  advantageous.'  The  council  and 
allembly,  at  the  fame  time,  in  a  memorial  to  the 
king,  detailed  their  fears  at  being  furrounded 
by  lawlefs  lavages,  in  firength  and  number  far 
fuperior  to  themfelves,  and  notoriouily  at  the 
difpofal  of  a  foreign  enemy.  After  difplaying 
the  infults  and  injuries  they  were  obliged  to 
fuftain  without  poffibility  of  redrefs,  they 
claimed  protection  as  a  right,  from  their  hav- 
ing purchafed  crown  lands  at  high  prices,  ad- 
ventured their  health  and  fortunes,  and  {trained 
their  utmoft  credit  in  forming  the  fettlement, 
all  which  they  had  done  under  a  firm  affurance 
of  being  placed  in  as  fecure  a  fituation  as  the 
filter  iflands.  They  obferved,  that  the  fuftering 
fuch  a  feparate  empire  was  not  only  incompa- 
tible with  their  fafety,  but  highly  derogatory 
from  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Britiih 

<1  Seethe  intercepted  letter,  dated  Sept.  1771.     Debrett's  Debates, 
vol.  vi.  p.  371. 
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crown;  that  lenity,  and  every  humane  expe-    chap. 
client,  had  been  lone' tried  without  fuccefs;  but      xx-  , 
with  natures  incapable  of  gratitude  or  fenti-      1772. 
mu.t.  the  mild  hand  of  benevolence  loft  its  ef- 
{' ■•■-.%  and  forbearance  would  only  ferve  (as  it 
hnu  already   done)  to  increafe  the  infolence  of 
the  Carribs,  while  it  would  eventually  prove 
the  greateft  cruelty  to  the  kings  own   iub- 
je6ls. 

The  experience  of  near  five  years,  from  the 
period  when  an  attempt  was  fiift  made  to  pur- 
chafe  from  the  Carribs  a  part  of  their  lands, 
had  fully  convinced  the  Britiih  government 
that  the  tenuTe  oi'  the  bland  in  its  prefent  ftate 
was  impoffible,  and  that  they  muft  either  yield 
it  up  to  the  French,  or  reduce  the  Carribs  to 
fubjeetion.  The  delicacy  fjiewn  in  the  year 
1704,  in  not  immediately  affuming  pofieffion  of 
the  vacant  lands,  and  the  refpeclpaidto  a  claim 
without  either  occupancy  or  cultivation,  had 
fubjected  them  to  much  oppofition,  rendered 
the  fava2.es  haug-htv  and  inflexible,  and  ena- 
bled  them  to  court  and  obtain  that  countenance 
by  which  they  were  encouraged  to  infult  the 
Britifh  authority,  and  fpurn  control. 

Orders  were  now  difpatched  to  the  com-  njth  April 
manders  of  mips  on  the   leeward  ftation,   to  «77*' 
prevent  all  communication  between  the  Car-  ^a^g 
ribs  and  the  illands  of  Martinico  and  St.  Lucia,  againfttiw 
and  an  armed  force  was  ordered  to  St.  Vincent's.  Carnbs- 
In  a  letter  to  governor  Leybourne,  the  fecre-  18th  April 
tarv  of  ftate  explained  the  intentions  of  the 
cabinet.     It  was  hoped  that  the  Carribs,  when 
they  law  the  hoftile  preparations,  and  knew  the 
reiolulion  of  government,  would  avoid  cxtremi- 
ties,  and  the  governor  was  directed  to  nfe  his 
utmoft  efforts  in  promoting  fuch  a  difpofition  ; 
to  avoid  unnceeiTary  fc verities,  and  in  whatever 

mode 
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CHAP,  mode  the  fubmiilion  of  the  Carribs  might  he 
nJSL'  obtained,  the  deiirable  object  was  to  continue 
?77--  them  on  the  ifland,  under  conditions,  which 
might  be  a  fuificient  pledge  of  fafety,  and  vyith 
an  allotment  of  a  neceiiary  portion  of  territory. 
If,  however,  neceffity  ihould  demand  their  re- 
moval, they  were  to  be  conveyed  to  fome  un- 
frequented part  of  the  coaft  of  Africa,  ordefert 
ifland  adjacent,  to  be  treated  on  the  voyage 
with  every  humanity,  and  when  put  on  ihore, 
{applied  with  provifions,  tools,  and  implements 
requisite  for  their  prefent  and  future  fublifi- 
cnce.s 

Two   regiments  were  difpatched  from  New 

York,  and  fome  battalions  from  Dominico  and 

other  iflands:  the  operations  being  commenced 

late  in  the  year,  the  refult  was  unknown  when 

the  affair  was  difciiffed  in  parliament. 

qthDec.  The  army   efti mates  being   prefented,    Mr. 

kiicurt^n   Thomas  Townihend  required  an  examination 

!ntl'e  c     into    the  management  of  troops   in  the  Weft 

house  ot  »  ...  l.  ,  , 

commons.  Indies;  he  had  certain  information  that  the  re- 
giments in  St.  Vincent's  were  without  tents  or 
camp  equipage,  and  llept  in  the  woods  without 
covering.  Alderman  Trecothick  alferted,  that 
a  Icene  of  iniquity  and  cruelty  was  tranfaeting 
in  St.  Vincent's,  fimilar  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Spaniards  towards  the  Mexicans,  and  demanded 
the  caufe  of  thofe  hoftilities  againft  a  defence  - 
Jefs,  innocent,  and  inoffenlive  people.  Colonel 
Bar-re  made  a  fpeech  of  fome  length,  in  repro- 
bation of  the  wanton  manner  in  which  the 
lives  of  the  troops  Mere  facrificed ;  and  lord 
George  Germaine  fpoke  with  vehemence  on 
the  fame  fide.     Lord  North  barely  reminded 

fl  See  lord  Hilliborough's  letter  to  governor  Leybourne.     DebretCs 
TJcbates,  vol.  vi.  p.  388. 

the, 
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the  houfe,  that  they  were  deferring  the  bufinefs 
of  the  day,  profened  his  willingnefs  to  meet  the 
inquiry,  and  furnifli  the  houfe  with  all  proper 
information.  Mr.  Townlhend  promifed  to  pro- 
fecute  the  fubject,  and  in  two  days  afterwards  nth  Dec. 
-made  a  motion  for  papers  which  was  acceded 
to  without  a  divifion.  Thefe  papers  clearly 
proved  that  the  charge  of  neglecting  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  troops  was  unfounded. 

The  general  queftion  came  again  under  con-  »°th  Fc^ 
fideratiori  after  therecefs,  when  Mr.Townfliend  ^4^ 
moved,   that   generals  Wootcn   and  Trapaud,  examined, 
commanders  of  the  two  regiments  employed  at 
St.  Vincent's,  mould   be  examined.      General 
Wooten  had   received  no   accounts ;   general 
Trapaud  read  an  extract  of  a  letter,  dated  the 
fourteenth  of  November,  and  received  the  fe- 
venteenth  of  December,  in  thefe  words:  "  The 
f*  mortality  among  the  men  is  very  great,  ow- 
"  jng  to  the  heavy  and  continual  rains  which 
ci  we  have  at  this  feafon.     The  poor  Carribs 
"  have  been  ill  ufed.    They  a6l  with  great  cau- 
V  tion;   and  the  woods  are  fo  thick  that  they 
"  knock  our  men  down  with  the  .greateft  fecu- 
"  rity  to  themfelves,   as  it  is  impoftible  we  can 
"  fee  them.     We  have  only  been  aide  to  pene- 
trate   four   miles    into  the  country.      God 
knows  how  this  pretty  expedition  will  end; 
all  we  hope  for,  is,  thai  the  promoters   and 
"  contrivers  of  it  will  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy 
"  and   feverc    account."'      The    credit   which 
might  be  due  to  this  imperfect  and  fpeculatrve 
i'crap  was  greatly  diminished,  by  a  declaration 
from  the  minifter,  that  no  letter  either  of  com- 
plaint or  intelligence  had  been  received  by  the 
i'ecrctary  of  itale,  fnicc  the  feventeenth  of  No- 
vember. 

On- 


u 
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chap.  On  a  fubfequent  clay,  evidence  was  examin- 
J^,  ed,  chiefly  refpe&ing  the  difpofition  of  the  Car- 
3773-      ribs.     Two  witneffes,   lieutenant  Fletcher  and 

jztbFeb.  g0vernor  Gore,  fpoke  of  them  in  advantageous 
terms,  but  the  former  left  the  iiland  in  175  7  ; 
the  latter  in  \705.  Captain  Farquhar,  who  had 
acred  as  governor  Melville's  deputy  for  eleven 
months,  declared,  he  knew  no  inftances  of  their 
ill  behaviour,  but  found  them  peaceable  and 
difpofed  to  trade.  On  the  other  hand,  cap- 
tain Rofs,  who  had  recently  left  the  colony,  de- 
clared, they  were  by  nature  thieves,  and  unwor- 
thy of  confidence.  Mr.  Sharpc,  the  fpeaker  of 
the  aflembly,  depofed,  that  they  were  a  faith- 
lefs  people,  and  while  they  continued  in  the 
iiland,  neither  the  lives  nor  properties  of  his 
majefty's  fubjects  could  be  fecure;  that  murders 
and  robberies  were  frequent;  that  his  own  ne- 
groes had  been  murdered  in  the  field;  and  no 
inducements  were  wanting  to  encourage  the 
ilaves  to  defert;  the  Carribs  were  much  ad- 
dicted to  drinking,  and  in  their  debaucheries 
were  cruel,  and  abandoned  to  every  fpecies  of 

15th.         vice.     The  overtures  to  count  d'Ennery  were 
alfo  proved. 

Mr.  Mr.  Towxs  11  end  expatiated  on  the  cruel- 

Townf-      tjes  anc]  injufticeto  which  the  Carribs  were  ex- 

£  1  diet   S 

motions,  pofed,  and  defcanted  on  the  unparalleled  inhu- 
manity of  fending  them  to  an  uninhabited 
iiland,  where  they  muft  periih  by  famine,  or, 
if  landed  on  the  continent,  fall  a  prey  to  the 
mercilefs  negro  inhabitants;  and  that,  by  means 
of  the  ftill  more  mercilefs  negroes  of  the  cabi- 
net. He  made  two  motions,  firft,  That  the  ex- 
pedition to  St.  Vincent's  was  undertaken  with- 
out fumeient  provocation,  upon  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  intereiied  men,  and  muft,  if  fucceff- 
^  ful, 
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ful,  end  in  total  extirpation;    the  other,  That   chap, 
the  military  were  fent  out  in  an  improper  lea-    ^^ 
fon  of  the  year,    and  that   the   ruin  of  fome      1773. 
of  the  bell  troops  in  the  fervice  was  likely  to 
enfue. 

A  lon  g  debate  was  maintained,  in  which  ftw 
arguments  of  oreat  weight  or  importance  were 
ufcd.  Colonel  Barre  was  lingular ly  happy,  in  a 
ludicrous  comparifon,  between  Mr.  Alexander, 
the  prefident  of  the  council,  and  Alexander  of 
Macedon.  In  defcanting  on  the  conduct,  of  the 
commiffioners  towards  the  Carribs,  he  intro- 
duced an  anecdote  of  the  late  war  in  America. 
A  volunteer  being  on  a  party  with  fome  light 
infantry,  and  a  few  friendly  Indians,  they  were 
furrounded;  the  volunteer  ihewing  iigns  of 
fear,  an  Indian,  and  old  friend,  inquired  the 
caufe;  the  volunteer  expreiled  a  dread  of  being 
fcalped  by  the  enemy.  O !  replied  the  Indian, 
I  will  remove  that  uneafinefs,  for  I  ihall  take 
care  to  fcalp  you  niyielf.  The  proceedings  of 
government  were  ably  defended  by  Hans  Stan- 
ley, lord  Harrington,  and  lord  North.  The 
motions  were  loft  by  great  majorities,'  as  was 
another,  for  an  addrefs  to  inform  the  houfe,  by 
whole  advice  the  expedition  was  undertaken. 

Before  thefe  debates  were  terminated,  the  Tcrm'^?.- 
fubjeet.  ceafed  to  exift:  After  a  campaign,   in-  tionofd* 
evitably  protra6ted  by  the  nature  of  the  coun-  conit  " 
try,  and  of  the  enemy,  the  Britiili  troops,  aided 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  fleet,  which  prevented 
all  extraneous  fticcour,  reduced  the  Carribs  to  i7th  Jan. 
the  neceflity  of  acceding  to  a  treaty,  by  which 
every  point  in  conteft  was  Fully  adjufted.     The 
Carribs  acknowledging  lii  on,  and  agreeing 

*  206  to  88 — 199  to  78. 

to 
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chap,,  to  take  the   oaths    of    allegiance,    an  ample 
xx-  .    portion  of  land  was  allotted,  and  guaranteed  to 
J773-      them  for  ever.     The  Britim  fubjecrs  were  al- 
lowed free  accefs  to  their  territory  in  fearch  of 
runaway  flaves;  to  make  roads  in  every  direc- 
tion ;  and  the  laws  of  Britain  were  to  be  reforted 
to  in  every  cafe  between  the  Carribs  and  the 
colonifts,   although,  in  their  tranfactions  with 
each  other,  the  lavages  were  left  at  liberty  to 
regulate  themfelves  by  their  own  cuftoms.    The 
lois  in  this   expedition   was  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  killed;  one  hundred  and  ten  fell  vic- 
tims to  the  climate,  and  at  the  time  of  con- 
cluding the  treaty,   four  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  were  fick  and  wounded:" 
9th  Feb.         A  petition  from  the  captains  of  the  navy, 
Increafeof  for  an  mcreafe  of  pay,  was  prefented  by  lord 
wiL0 in 3p"  Howe,    and   though  oppofed    by  lord   North 
the  navy,     and   Mr.  Fox,   adopted, w    in   confequence   of 
which,  their  falary  was  augmented,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  two  iJiillings  a  day. 
Feb.  and         A  bill  was  again  brought  in,  though  con- 
March.       ftderabLy  altered  from  that  of  laft  year,  for  re- 
lief of  dif-"  lier' or  the  pro  teftant  diflenters:    It  was  debated 
fenters  re.   in  an  animated  manner,  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
Je  'e  *        mons,    and   paffi  d  ;    but  was  rejected  by  the 
asdFeb.     lords.*      Sir  William   Meredith   alio    made  a 
motion    relative  to    fubferibing    the    thirty- 

u  See  the  treaty  of  peace,  comprized  in  24  articles ;  Hiftory  of 
lord  North's  administration,  p.  95,  et  feq.  I  have  detailed  this  tranf- 
affion  at  great  length,  and  cjuoteu  the  authorities  with  minutenefs,  on 
account  of  the  mifreprefentatinns  which  have  prevailed  on  the  i'ub- 
jeEl.  It  is  i'omewhat  extraordinary,  that  wnile  this  fhuggle  was 
maintained  in  St.  Vincent's,  the  Portuguese  in  the  Brazils,  and  the 
Dutch  in  Surinam,  both  aiiies  of  England,  were  engaged  in  conteils 
with  the  natives,  and  with  their  rebellious  ilaves. 

w  1  54.  to  145. 

*  Contents  z6 — proxies  a. — Non-contents  6$, 
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nine  articles,  at  the  time  of  matriculation  in   chap. 
the  univerfities:  but  after  a  Ion °' debate,  it  was      xx- 
negatived/  i773. 

y  On  this  occafion,  the  following  obfervations  are  faid  to  have  been 
made  by  lord  Chatham.  Dr.  Drummond,  archbifhopof  York,  hav- 
ing called  the  diffenting  minifters  "  Men  of  dole  ambition  ;*"  lord 
Chatham  accufed  him  of  judging  uncharitably  :  "  Whoever  brought 
"  fuch  a  charge  againft  them  defamed," — Here  he  paui'ed,  and  then 
proceeded — "  The  diffenting  mini  iters  are  reprefented  as  men  of  clofe 
"  ambition.  They  are  fo,  my  lords;  and  their  ambition  is  to  keep 
"  c'.ofe  to  the  college  of  nfliermen,  not  of  cardinals ;  and  to  the  doc - 
*'  trine  of"  ini'pired  apoftles,  not  to  the  decrees  of  interelted  and  afpir- 
"  ing  bifhops. — They  contend  for  a  fpiritual  creed,  and  fpiritual 
"  worfhip.  We  have  a  Calviniftic  creed,  a  Popifh  liturgy,  and  an 
"  Arminian  clergy."  This  debate  is  not  reported,  and  for  this 
fpeech  I  have  no  authority,  except  a  report  of  Burke's  ipeech,  on  the 
id  of  March,  1790,  in  Debrett's  Parliamentary  Regifter,  vol.xxvii. 
jp.  179- 
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CHAPTER   THE   TWENTY-FI  RSI : 

1771  —  1774. 

View  of  the  war  between  Rujfia  and  the  Porter 

—  Commencement  ofhojlilities.  —  Succejfes  of 
RnJJia. — Dejiruction  of  the  Turkifh- fleet. — 
Jealoujy  of  France.  —  Congrefs  at  Fokfhiani. 

—  Preparations  of  France.  —  Augmentation 
of  the  Britijh  naval  force.  — French  minifler 
eager  for  tear.  —  The  king  averfe. —  Prepa- 
rations at  Pre  ft.  —  Conference  of  lord  Stor- 
mont    with    the   French  minifter. —  Arma- 
ment at  Breji  difcontinued.  —  New  one  at 
Toulon.  —  Preparations   in  England.  —  Se- 
cond conference  of  the  Britijh   embaffador 
with  the  French  mini  tier.  —  France  deterred 
from    hojlilitics.  —  Preparations    mutually 
fufpended. —  Peace  betxeeen  Rujfia  and  the. 
Porte.  —  Tra /factions  of  the  city  of  London. 
— Refolutions  respecting  the  duration  of  par- 
liament.—  Addrefs  and  remonji ranee  to  the 
king. — Ineffectual  efforts  to  revive  the  po- 
pularity of  Wilkes.  —  He  moves  an  addrefs 
to  the  king,  which  is  negatived. — Libels  the 
lord^mayor — And  is  unfuccefsful  as  candi- 
date to  fucceed  him. — State  of  Ireland.—- 
Meeting   of  parliament.  —  The   houfe  fur- 
rounded  by  a  mob.  —  Oppojition  to,  and  pro- 

•  tefi  againjl  the  addrefs.  —  Rejig  nation  of 
.Mr.  Ponfonby. —  Proceedings  in  the  en  filing 
feffion. — Addrejfes  oppofed. — Amended  money ' 
bill  rejected.  —  Alterations  in  the  eftablijh- 
ment  of  revenue  officers. — Hearts  of  St eel.  — 
I<oan  negotiated. — Prorogation  of  parlia- 
ment. —  Lord  Toxtfijhend  recalled.  —  Suc- 
ceeded 
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teeded  by  lord  Harcourt.  —  Affairs  of  Ame- 
rica.—  Contejl  of  the  New  England  affembly 
with  the  governor.  —  Taxation  of  revenue  of- 
ficers. — Addrefs  — Rcmonjlrance  — And  pro- 
rogation of  the  affembly. —  Progrefs  of  oppo- 
ftion. — Influence  in  the  affembly.  — Perverfe 
ufe  of  the  pre/}.  —  Dependent  fate  of  the 
judges.  —  Governors  prohibited  from  receiv- 
ing prefents. — Proceedings  of  the  affembly. 
1 — Legi/lature  removed  back  to  Boflon. —  Tu- 
multuous ftate  of  that  toicn. — Revenue  off 
jicers  infalted. — The  fchooner  Gafpee  burned. 

—  Report  of  the  intention  to  fix  the  falaries 
of  the  judges.  — Town  meeting.  —  Correfpond- 
ing  committees  appointed.  —  Obfervations  on 
them.  —  Declaration  of  rights.  —  Addrefs  to 
the  people.  —  Meeting  of  the  legi/lature.  — 
7'hei/  deny  the  legijlative  authority  of  parlia- 
ment.—  Tran  fact  ions  respecting  the  falaries 
of  judges. — The  governor  affents  to  the  act 
—But  refufes  to  alfent  to  a  further  grant. — 
Activity  of  the  correfponding  committees. — 
Publication  of  letters  from  Hutchinfon  and 
Bernard.  —  Proceedings  of  the  affembly. — 
They  petition  the  Ling  to  remove  the  governor 
find  lieutenant-governor. — Effect  of  the  pub- 
lication in  America.  —  Effect  of  the  act  for 
exporting  tea  duty-free.— -Proceedings  at 
Bo/Ion.  —  Arrival  of  a  Jhip.  —  Body  meeting. 

—  Other  /kips  arrive.  — Their  cargoes  throicn 
into  the  feci.  —  Proceedings  in  other  pro- 
vinces.—  Impeachment  of  the  chief -jufl  ice. 
—His  letter.  —  Affembly  diffulved. 

CHAP 
tt  his  fpeech,  at  the  cloft  of  the  feffion  of  par-      xxr.  * 

liament,  the  king  mentioned  the  affairs  of  jTjul^ 

the  continent  in  thefe  terms:  "  The  continu-  1773. 

"  ance  of  the  war  between  llulfia  and  the  Porte,  j^jjS*,* 

"  with  both  of  whom  I  am  clofely  connected  tWdafeof 

e  o  "in  1'1C  ^lon' 
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chap.   "  in  friendiliip,  although  under  no  engagement 
A     ,         to  either,  gives  me  great  concern.    But,  from 
"  the  pacific  difpofition  of  other  powers,  I  have 
"  reaibn  to  hope  that  thefe  trouhles  will  extend 
"  no  further.     I  mail  perfevere  in  my  earneft 
"  endeavours  to  preferve  the  general  tranquil- 
lity of  Europe;  at  the  fame  time  it  mall  he 
the  conftant  object  of  my  care,  to  he  fufti- 
ciently  prepared    againft   any  event  which 
may  affecl  the  honour,  fafety,  or  intereft  of 
"  my  kingdoms." 
Com-  Hostilities  between  thefe  two  powers  had 

menccment  raged  fmce  the  year  1769:  their  firft  fpring  may 
ofhoftili-         °i    i  i     v     r         1  •     Vi      •    +  •       •  ■         V 

ties  be-       probably  be  iound  in  the  intriguing  genius  ot 

tweert  Ruf-  Choifeul,  who  fomented  difturbances  in  Poland, 
Port"d  tne  ^0r  ^e  PurP°^e  0T  referving  to  his  cabinet  the 
power  of  interfering,  when  a  favourable  occa- 
sion mould  prefent  itfelf.  By  the  exertions  of 
the  French  minifter,  a  party  was  foftered,  called 
the  Confederation  of  Bar,  who,  uniting  reli- 
gion with  patriotifm,  maintained  open  rebellion 
againft  the  authority  of  king  Staniflaus  Augus- 
tus. They  frequently  folrcited  the  afiiftance  of 
the  Turks,  but  without  effect,  till,  in  October 
1768,  prince  Gallitzin,  in  purfuing  a  party  of 
Poles,  not  only  entered  the  Turkiih  dominions, 
but  burned  Balta,  a  fmall  town  belonging  to 
the  fultan. 

Irritated  by  this  violation  of  territory, 
4nd  inftigated  by  the  interested  representations 
of  France,  the  fultan  imprifoned,  in  the  Seven 
Towers,  Ofbrekow  the  empretVs  minifter  at 
Constantinople.  This  violence  occafioned  the 
commencement  of  a  war,  during  which  the 
Ruffian  empire  fir  ft  effectually  difplayed  its 
mighty  energies ;  the  conteft  was  conducted 
with  great  animohty,  but  generally  favourably 
to  the  Ruffians;  they  over-ran  Wallachia  and 

Moldavia'^ 
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Moldavia;  and  the  emprefs  having  adopted  the   chap. 
novel  and  bold  meafure  of  lending  a  fleet  into      XXI- 
the  Mediterranean,  had  the  fatisfaetion  of  fee-  Deduc- 
ing theTurkifh  marine  effectually  deftroyed,  ^rSfh* 
in  the  harbour  of  Chefrne,  on  the  coaft  of  Na-  fleet. 
tolia. 

France  beheld  the  progrefs  of  the  Ruffians  jealoufyof 
with  jealoufy  and  alarm:  Die  had  encouraged  France- 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  in  the  hope  of 
reducing  the  power  of  Ruffia,  and  was  propor- 
tionally irritated  at  finding  them  tend  to  the 
aggrandizement  of  the  emprefs,  and  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  Turks.  The  Ruffian  naval  power 
was  regarded  villi  peculiar  malevolence;  and 
the  French  cabinet  made  feveraf  efforts  to  anil! 
•the  grand  fultan,  but  were  always  over-awed 
by  the  refolution  and  formidable  appearance  of 
the  Britifh  fleet 

In  Aug  lift  1772,  a  pacificatory  congrefs  was  Congrefs 
ineffectually  held  at  Fokiliiani,'  and   probably  £££" 
the  French  influence  was  (till  exerted,  in  pre- 
venting  the  Turks   from   acceding  to  terms, 
humiliating   to   them,    and    advantageous  to 
Ruffia. 

Considerable  maritime  preparations  were  pj-epara- 
made  in  the  French  ports,  and  every  means  at-  tionsof 
tempted  to  lull  the  fufpioions,   or  elude  the  vi-  F,ance- 
gilance,  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  ;   but  in  vain. 
The  king,  bound  by  treaties  with  both  the  con- 
tending powers,  refufed  to  permit  the  undue 
interference  of  a  foreiirn  nation,    or  an  anna- 
ment,  for  the  purpofe  of  dictating  a  mode  of 
pacification,     Early  in  the  late  feilion  of  par-  2ti  Dec. 
iiament,  tneafurcs  were  adopted  for  putting  the  »7.7*. 
navy   on   a   refpectable    eftablilhment;    twenty  5^*5" 
thouland  men  Mere  voted  for  the  tervice  of  the  the  Biitifh 
year;  and  although  the  delicacy  of  the  crifis  "oaval 
forbad  the  miniftry  to  difclofe  the  real  motive 

E  3  of 
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chap,  of  their  preparations,   it  did  not  efcape  the  pe* 
\J^L/    h^ration   of  oppofitioii,    who   obferved,    that 

while  the  king's  fpeech  breathed  fentiments  of 
peace,   the  meafures  of  his  fervants  indicated 
nothing  but  hoiiility.2 
French  mi-      The  duke  d'Aiguillon,  who  was  at  the  head 
forward"  °^  *ne  French  miniftry,  was  anxious  to  engage 
in  the  cohfeft,   and  eflayed  every  art  to  make 
the  British   court  regard  the  proceeding  with, 
2sthMar.   indifference.    .In  a  council  at  Verfailies,  d'Air 
j 77 3-         guillon  announced  a  demand  made  by  Sweden, 
for  certain  fuccours  ftipulatcd  by  France,  on 
the  plea  that  her  independency  was  threatened 
by  a  joint  attack  from  Rurha  and  Denmark: 
The  king    the  king,   and  many  members  of  the  cabinet, 
4vak.        were  averfe  from  hoftility,   as  other  great  na- 
tions would  alfo  interfere,    and  a  general  war 
would  probably  enfue:  they  propofed  a  fupply 
in  money,  but  d'Aiguillon  afferted,  that  Sweden 
infilled  on  a  fuccour  cle  force ;  a  fleet  of  four- 
teen  fail,    he   faid,   might  be  equipped   in   a 
month;  England  would  not  oppofe,   and  Hol- 
land would  affift  in  the  meafuie.      Louis  XV. 
was  difpleafed  at  the  prolpect  of  impending 
hoftilities;  but  the  other  members  of  the  coun- 
cil having  declared  their  fentiments,   did  not 
venture  further  to  oppofe  the  minifter,  and  or- 
Prcpara-     ders  were  difpatched  to  BrchVfor  arming  twelve 
«°"i3t       fhips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  manned  with 
feven  thoufand  failovs,  a  number  fo  greatly  ex- 
ceeding the  ufual  complement,  that  it  was  fup- 
poled  officers  and  foldicrs  were  intended  to  be 
included  under  that  defcription. 
jcthMar.        \y  an  interview  with  lord  Stormont,  the  Bri- 

3  See  Drbretfs  Debates,  vol.  vi.  p.  301  to  314.  Alio  refpecling 
the  war,  GEuvres  du  Roi  cle  PrufTe,  vol.  \v.  Life  of  the  Emprefs 
Catherine,  vol.  ii.  c.  v.  vi.  and  vii,  Eton's  Survey  of  the  Turkiih 
Empire,  c.  v. 
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t-iih  embaffador,  d'Aiguillofl  dwelt  on  the  am-   chap. 
bit  ions  views  of  Ruffia,   her  demands  on  the  ^^j 
Porte,  and  her  aiming  to  reign  defpotieally  in      «773. 
the  north,   by  regulating  the  government  of  ^"/of 
Sweden,  and  attacking  that  kingdom  in  con-  lordStor- 
cert  with  Denmark;  France,  he  laid,  was  bound  J™^™'^ 
by  every  tie  of  intereft  and  honour,  to  fupport  minifter. 
Sweden,   if  attacked.      Lord    Stormont,    per- 
ceiving the  drift  of   thefe   obfervations,    an- 
fwcred,  much  would  depend  on  the  mode  of 
fupporting   Sweden;    for   although   the    king 
wiihed  to  avoid  whatever  could  difturb  the  har- 
mony   fubfifting   between  the   two    courts,    a 
Trench  fleet  in  the  Baltic  would  draw  a  Britiftl 
fleet  there  alio.  The  duke,  diffatisfied  at  this  in- 
timation, obferved,  that  England  always  backed 
her  friendly  profefiions  with  a  declaration,  in- 
fifting,  that  France  mould  renounce  her  ho- 
nour, by  abandoning  her  ancient  ally,  threat- 
ened with  deftruction ;  a  requiiition  with  which 
he  could   never   comply.     Lord  Stormont.  rcr 
plied,   that  France  might  give  other  fuccours, 
but  the   entry   of  two   fleets    into  the  Baltic, 
would  in  effect  be  no  more  benelicial  than  a 
neutrality:  this  declaration  was  carefully  qua- 
lified, by  obferving,  he  had  never  laid  the  Bri- 
tiih  would  attack  the  French  fleet,  but  he  could 
not    be    refponfible   for   contingencies    anting 
from  two  fleets  in  the  fame  feas. 

This  vigorous  language  produced  fume  ef-  vhApni 
feci;     the   preparation    at  Brett   was    counter-  £g"r2Jcn: 
manded:   but  hill  the  French  court,  hoping  to  difcon- 
elude  the  vigilance  of  the  Britifh  government,  tmued« 
directed  an  armament  of  twelve  or  thirteen  fail 
of  the  line  to  be  equipped   at  Toulon,   under  n«w  on? 
pretence  of  excrciiing  the  failors;   and  the  order  at  Toulon. 
for  feven  thoufand  men  at  Bred  was  not  re- 
tracted. 

E    !■  1  ■:■< 
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CHAP.  In  announcing"  this  information,  lord  Stor- 

v^il,  motitrifusrbeftcd,  that  vigorous  and  immediate 

I773-.  preparations,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  v/ith- 

Frep^ra-1'  0Llt   affected   fecrecy   or    affected   oftentation, 

ti'ons  in  might  be  the  nioft  effectual  means  of  preferv- 

England.  jng  t]ie  pU|)}ic  tranquillity.     This  prudent  ad- 

7th  April,  vice  was  perfe6Hy  confonant  to  the  judgment 
of  the  cabinet,  and  on  the  fame  day  his  letter 
was  received,  the  embailador  was  inftructed  to 
declare,  if  France  ftirred  an  oar,  England 
would  immediately  bend  her  fails :  no  pro- 
pofal  could  be  admiffible,  tending,  in  any 
ihape,  to  lead  Great  Britain  to  connive  at 
France  fending  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic  or  Medi- 
terranean. 
6th  April.  Before  the  receipt  of  thefe  infrructions, 
Second       d'Aio-uillon  expreislv  avowed  to  lord  Stormont 

conterence  pi  * 

oftheBri-  the  intended  armament  at  lc-iuon,  though  he 

tifhembaf-  declared  it  was  only  equipped  for  the  purpofe 

the  French   of  performing  evolutions.     After  much  difcuf- 

minifter.     f1011j  iorcl  Stormont  obferved,  that  although  he 

had  not,  in  his  former  difeourfe,  mentioned  the 

Mediterranean,    yet  his  arguments  refpeeling 

the   Baltic   applied   with   equal  force   to  that 

fea;    he  then  afked  the  duke   if  he  ferioufly 

meant  the  fleet  for  evolutions  alone?  d'Aiaruii- 

Ion    replied,    he   indeed    intended   it   fo,    but 

it    might    poflibly   be    employed    in    affifting 

Sweden. 

5th  April.        Convinced  from  the  manner  of  the  French 

minifter,  that  he  was  bent  on  plunging  the  two 

kingdoms  in  war,  and  apprehentive  he  did  not 

truly  reprefent  to  his  fovereign  the  fcntiments 

of  the  Britiih  court,   lord  Stormont  fuggcftcd 

the  propriety  of  delivering  a  memorial  to  the 

duke,   as  he  then  muft  fubmit  it  to  the  king  of 

France;    he  alfo  announced,  that  the  Toulon 

fquadroii  would  be  ready  for  fea  by  the  end  of 

*  May, 
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May,  and  recommended  an  immediate  arma-  chap. 
ment  as  the  heft  means  of  preferring  peace.  s^l^j 

In  purfuance  of  thefe  fugffeftions,   a  memo-      1773- 
rial  was  forwarded  to  lord  Stormont;  and  pro-  iS^JJj/1 
]>er  orders  iilued  for  a  naval  equipment.  to  the 

In  the  mean  time,  another  council  was  held  French 
at  Verlailles,  in  which  d'Aiguillon  faithfully  re-  20th,"  nil-, 
ported  the  fentiments  of  the  Britim  minifter;  2?d,  12th. 
and  lord  Stormont  was  foon  informed  that  the  terredfrom 
Toulon  fquadron  wps  either  diiarmed  or  confi-  hoftilities, 
derably  reduced.    This  information  was   con-  ^[jj* 
tinned  bv  the  dukehimfelf,  who  negligently faid, 
orders  had   been  iilued  to  fufpend   the  arma- 
ment, and  the  failors  countermanded:   two  fri- 
gates only  would  be  fent  to  the  Archipelago, 
and  three  ffoips  of  the  line  to  Breft. 

Shortly    afterwards,    d'Aiguillon   interro-  26H1. 
gated  lord  Stormont  on  the  naval  preparations  PrePara- 
in  England,   who  anfwered,    that  the  proceed-  tually  lut- 
ings of  France  would  regulate  thofe  of  his  lb-  pended. 
vereign:    in  a  i'cw  days  he  was  officially  in-  30th. 
firmed,  that  the  armament  was  abandoned  till 
further  orders. b 

Thus,  by  a  timclv  exertion  of  refolution  and  Peace  be- 
vigour,  tempered  with  moderation,   Great  Bri-  b^"  ."„,. 
fain  not  only  avoided  the  calamities  of  war,  powers, 
but  effectually  ferved  the  caufe  of  her  ally,  and 
facilitated  the  peace,   which  was   in   the  next 
year  concluded  between  Uufilaand  the  Porte. c 

The  progrefs  of  this  affair  occahoned  no 
great  fen  fat  ion  in  England.  The  faction  in  the 
city  was  reduced  by  divisions  to  the  loweit  ebb. 
They  attempted  to  intereft  the  public  by  recur-  i*th  Feb. 

b  From  private  information  ;  letters  and  minutes  taken  on  the  oc- 
cafion. 

c  The  Britim  fleet  was  in  June  arUmblcd  at  Portfmouth  :  on  the 
aid,  the  kincj  went  to  vic>v  this  grand  national  bulwark,  and  en- 
deared himfelrto  every  one  hy  his  affability  and  bounty. 

ring 
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chap,  ring  to  general  topics  of  legiflation,  and  there* 
xxi.      fore    on  t\xe  motion  of  Oliver,  the  court  of  al- 
1773-     clermen  palled  a  refolution,   "  That  a  frequent 
tfwsuaffcd  "  aPPea*  *-°  the  conttiluent  part  of  the  people, 
by  the  city  "  by  fhort  parliaments,  was  their  undoubted 
oi'Loiuion,  <<  right,  and  the  only  means  by  which  the  right 
thfduja?    "  °f  a  real  I'eprefentation   could    be   enjoyed 
nonofpar-  «  and  maintained."     In  confequence  of  this 
lia,,wu\.    vote  a  livery  was  called,   who  palled  a  fimilar 
relolution,  and  propolea  a  teit  tor  the  city  can- 
didates at  any  future  election,  by  which  they 
ihould  bind  themfclves  to  uie  every  endeavour 
in  obtaining  annual,  or  at  leaft  triennial  parlia- 
ments. 
Aiidrefs  They  alfo  agreed  to  anew  addrefs,  petition, 

indie-       anc{   rcmonitrancc,   on  the  old  fubjeets  of  the 
ro°theia       Middlefex  election,  the   impnfonment  of  the 
fci»s-         rnagiitrates,  and  the  erafure  of  the  record  in 
Wilkes's  cafe,  and  praying  for  a  diffoUition  of 
parliament,  and  difmiflion  of  the  miniftry.  The 
sSthMar.   king,  when  it  was  preferred,  faid,  it  wasfo  void 
of  foundation,   and   conceived  in  fuch  difrc- 
fpectful  terms,  that  he  was  convinced  the  peti- 
tioners themfelves  did  not  ferioufly  imagine  it 
could  be  complied  with. 
'Efforts  to        Many  attempts  were  ineffectually  made  to. 
™"*  ,      revive  the  popular  entlmfiafm  for  Wilkes.     On. 
popularity,  a  call  of  the  houfe,  the  iheriffs  fummoned  him 
7th  April,   amono;  the    countv   and    city  members,    and 
soth.         omitted  Mr.  Luttrell;  Wilkes,  in  a  letter  to  the 
speaker,  renewed  his  claim  to  a  feat,  and  in  the 
ufual  manner  inveighed  againft  the  return  of 
his  opponent:  he  applied  at  the  petty-bag  of-? 
fiee  for  a  certificate  of  his  election,  which  was 
refufed.  as  the  firft  return  of  the  writ  had  been 
altered  by  the  houfe.     He  transmitted  his  com- 
plaint on  the  fubjc6l  to  ferjeant  Glynn,  who 
mentioned  it  in  parliament,  and  made  an  un- 
file cefsfu} 
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fuceefsful  motion,  that  Wilkes  mould  be  per-   chap. 
mitted  to  fubftantiate  his  charge.     Sir  George   J^J^, 
Savile  availed  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  to      »773- 
renew  his  motion  relative  to  the  rights  of  elec- 
tion ;   it   occaiioned  a  debate,   but  was  nega- 
tived/ 

Wilkes,  who  in  purfuing  his  favourite  ob-*  9^ June, 
jecl  of  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  king,  was  jJjSjdjXi 
never  reftrained  by  delicacy  or  decorum,  made 
a  motion,  in  a  court  of  common-council,   for 
an  addrefs,  congratulating  his  majefty  on  the 
fafe   delivery   of  the  duchefs  of    Gloucefter. 
This  effort  of  mean  and  wanton  infolence,  was 
oppofed  as  an  affront  to  the  king,  and  at  length  which  h 
negatived,  becaufe  it  was  not  ufual  for  the  city  negatived, 
to  addrefs,  except  for  the  iihie  of  the  immediate 
heir  to  the  crown. 

Libels   agamft  the   members  of   different  Wilkes's 
juntos  in  the  city  were  now  no  lefs  common  onthe08* 
and  frequent  than  thofe  againft  the  court  and  lord- 
courtiers.     Wilkes,  in  a  public  paper,  ftigma-  nia>'or» 
tized  the  rule  of  the  lord-mayor  (Townihend) 
for  violence,   tyranny,  neglect  of  public  bufi- 
nefs,  eontempt  of  order  and  decorum,  and  the 
molt  fordid  parlimony.      For  this  offence  he 
was  called  to  account  by  the  court  of  alder-  iothSepti 
men;  but  inftead  of  denying,  he  gloried  in  the 
charge,  and  added  partiality  and  cruelty  to  his 
former  accufations.     Wilkes  was  candidate  for 
the  mayoralty,  but  without  fuccefs ;  alderman 
Bull  was  elected,  and  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  17th  Nov. 
late  magistrate  was  accompanied  by  a  motion 
of  cenfure  on  his  libeller,  which  was  only  with- 
drawn on  the  intcreeffion  of  Townihend  himfelf. 

Discontent  and  turbulence  full  prevailed  state  of 
in  Ireland.  The  fudden  prorogation  of  parlia-  Iieland- 
pent  was  not  forgiven,  and  thofe  who  felt  the 
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chap,    greater!  refentment  employed  the  interval   in 
x*1-      reinforcing  their  friends,   and  concert  ins:  new 
meafures.     Lord  Shannon  and   Mr.  Ponfonby 
were,  during  the  recefs,   deprived  of  all  their 
places,  and  the  aeceflion  of  their  ftrength  and 
influence    was     anxioufly     expected    by    the 
minority. 
«6th  Feb.        The  lord-lieutenant  met  the  leigiflatnre  with 
Meetin  •     a  cont'i^atory  fpeeeh,  informing  them, .that  the 
of  pailia-    bounties  on  exportation  of  linen  were  continued 
jpeut.         and  extended;  and  that,  with  a  very  ftrict  eeo- 
r.omy,    the  duties  granted   in  the   laft  feilion 
would   he  iuiiicient  for  the  expenees   of  the 
year,   and  no  iupply  required,      lie  rejoiced  in 
tlie  opportunity  of  co-operating  with  them  for 
the  public  welfare,  and   flattered  himfelf  that 
their  mutual  endeavours  would  bring  the  fei- 
fion  to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  coneluhon. 
»7th.  On  the  enfuimr  dav,  when  the  addrels  was 

nded      to  ^e  movCf''   a  mob,   armed  with  clubs  and 
by  a  mob.   cutlaifes,-  furrounded  the  houfe  of  parliament, 
and  attempted  to  compel  federal  members  to 
take  an  oath  of  their  dictating,   which   being 
refufed,  many  perfons  diftinguiihed  for  then 
adherence  to   o-overnment  were  intuited    and 
mal-treated,  nor  was  the  tumult  quelled  with- 
out the  ailiftance  of  the  military. 
AddrefTes       The  addreiies  were  ftrenuouily  oppofed  in  hot h 
oppoied.      ]10llfes-   and  a  paragraph,   thanking  the   king   ■ 

for  continuing  lord  Townlhend  in  the  lord-Jieu- 
Prcteft.  tenancy,  occasioned  a  ftrong  proteft,  figned  by 
fifteen  peers,  and  concluding  in  thele  terms": 
"  Becaufe  moderation,  hrmnefs,  coniiftency,  a 
"  due  diftinctive  regard  to  all  ranks  of  perrons, 
"  a  regular  fyftem  of  adminiftration,  being,  as 
"  we  conceive,  indifpenfably  requisite  to  the 
"  fupport  and  dignity  of  government,  and  to 

"  the 
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'•  '.lie  conduct  of  his  maiefty's  affairfc,  we  can*   chap. 
"  not,  without  violation  of  truth  and  juitice, 


k 


return  thanks  to  the  king  for  continuing  a 
chief  governor,  who  in  contempt  of  all  forms 
of  buiinels,  and  rules  of  decency,  heretofore 
refpeeled  by  his  predeceffors,  is  actuated  only 
by  the  nioft  arbitrary  caprice,  to  the  detri- 
"  ment  of  his  rnajefty's  intereit,  to  the  injury 
"  of  this  opprefled  country,    and  to  the  un- 
<:  fpeakable  vexation  of  peribns  of  every  con- 
"  ditio  ."      Mr.  Ponfonby,  the  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  at  the  fame  time,  refigned  Refigna- 
the  chair,  declaring  by  letter,  that  he  confidered  jj°n<ffMr, 
the  addrefs,  after  the  tranfactions  of  the  laft  4th  March, 
feffion,  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  houfe:      J77i' 
he  Mas  fucceeded   by  Mr.    Pery.      The  king 
returned   a    gracious    anfwer   to  the   addrefs; 
but  the   bufineis   of  the   feffion  was   not  im- 
portant. 

During  the  reccfs,  the  prcfs  teemed  with  Efforts  of 
publications  relative  to  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  and  opposition, 
the  conduct  of  the  lord-lieutenant;  and  oppofi- 
tion  prepared  to  exert  itfelf  with  increafed  vi- 
gour.    The  viceroy,  in  his  fpeech,   obferved,  gth  oa-. 
that  the  revenue  had  fallen  confiderably  fhort  Proceed. 
of  its  intended  purpofes,  and  attributed  the  de-  ^/nV''* 
heiency,  in  a  great  degree,   to  the  premiums  feffion. 
and  bounties  allowed  by  parliament,   and  the 
expences  of  public  works. 

The  ftrength  of  apportion  was  again  effayed  Addrefll-s 
in  both  houfes,  in  combating  the  addreiTes:  in  oppofed.  (j. 
the  lords,  the  minority,  headed  by  the  duke  of 
Leinfter,  and  lord  Moira,  infifted,  (that  the  de- 
ficiencies complained  of  in  the  lord-lieutenant's 
fpeech  did  not  arife   from  tbe   caufes  he  af-. 
ligncd,  but  from  the  late  unconititutional  pro- 
rogation*.   Failing  in  their  attempt  to  negative  Proteft. 
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chap,  the  addrefs;'   all  the  peers  who  compofed th« 

,  J^,   minority,  joined  in  aproteft. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons,  feveral  eminent 
orators  diftinguiihed  themfelves  in  refifting  the 
addrefs:  they  alleged  the  impropriety  of  con- 
curring in  it, .  at  leaft,  till  accounts  delivered 
to  the  houfe  enabled  them  to  judge  whether  the 
deficiency  in  revenue  was  truly  attributed  to' 
patriotic  exertions,  or  whether  itarofe,  in  fact, 
from  the  great  number  of  places  and  pennons 
fo  flagrantly  diftributed  among  the  members 
compofing  the  court  party.  The  conduct  of 
the  lord-lieutenant  in  proroguing  parliament 
was  alfo  feverely  arraigned.  "The  meafures  of 
government  were  defended  with  equal  ability, 
and  the  vote  of  the  laft  fefiion,  thanking  the  king 
for  continuing  lord  Townfhend  in  his  fituatioi^ 
was  applied  in  convicting  thofe  who  were  now 
fo  anxious  to  criminate  him,  of  inconfiftency, 
and  attempting  to  miflead  the  houfe.  After  a 
debate,  which  lafted  till  half  after  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  addrefs  was  carried. 
Strenuous        the  oppofition  party  were  neither  difpirited 

exertions  j-r  t  i  i  ••      ^  .,  ■,  «    "    ,     . 

of  oppoii.    por  dilconcerted  by  this  failure :  they  law  their 
"on.  importance  and  numbers  increafe  on  every  di-» 

yifion,  and  perfevered  with  all  the  ardour  in- 
ipired  by  a  view  of  fuccefs.  For  four  months 
the  houfe  never  rofe  before  ten  o'clock,  and 
frequently  fat  feveral  hours  after  midnight :  ft 
new  attack  was  almoft  everv  dav  made  on  so- 
vernment.  On  a  proportion  for  a  new  board 
of  accounts,  after  a  protracted  debate,  the  op- 
pofition divided  a  minority  of  five  only/  but 
in  the  rejection  of  a  money  bill,  obtained  a 
complete  triumph. 

!  It  was  c?.nied  by  25  to  si.      f  1:4  to  1:9. 


--•Dec. 
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Ax  act  of  the  Irifh  parliament  was  fent  to   chap. 
England,  containing  means  offupply,  but  was    ^Jf^, 
returned  from  the   Britiih  council  altered  in  Money 
three  material  particulars.     On  its  return,  af-  anlendect 
ter  an  animated  debate,  it  was  rejected  without  in  Eng- 
a  divifion  ;  but  the  houle  of  commons,  to  avert  !a!\d', l?" 

i  •    •  i-i  ii         c   i      £•"  jectea  in 

the  calamities  which  would  remit  train  a  want  Ireland. 
of  fupplies,   initantly  brought  in  a  new  bill,  2°thI>ec' 
containing  all  the  grants  of  the  former,  and 
even  admitting  two  of  the  three  amendments 
which  occaiioned   its   rejection:    they  read  it 
three  times  in  the  fame  fitting,  and  lent  it  to 
the  lords.     The  whole  tranfaction  did  not  oc-    . 
cupy  two  hours.     The  fpeaker,  in  presenting  ift  Jaa, 
the  bill  to  the  lord-lieutenant,   allured  him  of  1772" 
the  inviolable  attachment  of  the  commons  to 
the  king,  and  their  zeal  for  his  fervice. 

Another   meafure   of   government  which  Altera- 
srave  oreat  offence,  was  the  increafe  of  revenue  J? on,re" 
officers,  by  putting  the  cultoms  and  cxcile  un-  revenue 
der  feparate  boards;  this  alteration  created  an  °ffi"is" 
additional  expence  of  fixteen  thoufand  pounds 
per  annum,  but  the  difference  was  abundantly 
repaid  by  the  prevention  of  frauds.     The  party 
in  opposition  alleged,  that  a  great  part  of  the 
revenue  officers,  already  appointed,  refided  in 
England,  and  the  increafe  of  the  number  tended 
merely  to  the  augmentation  of  patronage.     A 
refoluiion  palled  thehoufe  of  commons,  expreil- 
ing  diiappi  obation  of  the  meafure  before  it  was 
known  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  king;  and 
when  the  appointment  was  announced,  a  refo- 
lulion  was  palled,  declaring,   that  whoever  ad- 
vifed  the  increafe  of  commiflioners  of  the  re- 
venue beyond  feven,  advifed  a  meafure  con- 
trary to  the  fenfe  of  the  houie.8     A  bill  was  alio 

brou  o-ht 


o 


5  The  divifion  was  equals  xo6  on  cadi  fide;  the  fpeaker  gave  a 

calling 
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chap,   brought  in  for  limiting -the  number  of  place- 
J^J^    men  to  lit  in  parliament,  but  failed. 
177^-  Meanwhile  the  north  of  Ireland  was  over- 

Hearts  of  rUn  ky  a  turbulent  and  lavage  banditti,  who, 
under  the  name  of  Hearts  of  Stctl,  perpetrated 
the  greateft  outrages,  and  the  blackeft  crimes: 
they  were  in  lufficient  force  to  keep  the  whole 
country  in  alarm,  and  were  not  quelled  without 
the  aid  of  the  military. 
Loan ne-  Such  continual  efforts  of  oppofition,  ne- 
gotiated, quently  attended  with  fnccefs,  and  fnch  fre- 
auent  infurreclions  in  the  country,  not  only 
impaired  the  energies  of  government,  but  di- 
minifhed  its  pecuniary  credit.  The  receipt  of 
revenue  was  lb  much  impeded,  and  the  expen- 
diture fo  much  overcharged,  in  confequence 
of  popular  motions,  that  an  alarming  deficiency 
which  had  been  felt  for  many  years,  and  was 
continually  increasing,  was  Submitted  to  par- 
liament. The  houfe  of  commons  propofed  to 
aflift  government  by  a  loan  of  two  millions ; 
but  men  of  property  were  not  eafily  induced  to 
advance  the  rcquifite  fums  on  the  llender  fecu- 
rity  of  tax  acts,  palled  for  only  two  years,  while 
by  the  efforts  of  oppofition,  the  permanent  re- 
venue was  incumbered  to  the  annual  amount 
of  fifty  thou  land  pounds,  and  while  the  turbu- 
lence of  the  populace  was  in  fome  meafure  lanc- 
tioned,  and  mitigated,  by  repeated  attacks  on 
the  confutation'. 
id  June.  The  viceroy,  at  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  ex- 
Termina-    preffed  approbation  of  feveral  acts  of  the  leerif* 

rion  of  the    r  1 1  o 

icllion. 

calling  voice  in  the  affirmative.  The  refolution  was  a  mere  nullify* 
as  the  king  had  created  the  commiffioners,  before  the  palling  of  the 
refolution  aliuded  to,  as  containing  the  feiife  of  the  houfe :  but  the 
motion,  and  the  ftrcngth  of  oppofition,  {hew  the  ftate  of  public 
opinjos, 

latme, 
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j. 


lature,  but  complained  of  the  fmallnefs  of  fup-  chap. 

plies,  and  fuggefted  the  impofhbilitv  of  their  ^x^j 

furficing,  unlets  a  confiderable  increafe  in  the  m*.  ' 

revenue  was  effected.     The  conclufion  of  his  9*-  oa. 

fpeech  had  a  valedictory  appearance,   and  be-  XoWnf- 

fore  the  next  meeting  of  the  legi  flat  are  he  was  hend  re- 

recalled,11  and  replaced  by  lord  Harcourt,  who  called- 

was  received  with  great  joy  by  the  Iriih.     I) if-  sfcth  Nov. 

fatisfaftion  was  however  generally  prevalent,  LoKJ  ,Ha^ 

o  </     x.  »    court,  lord- 

and    exaggerated    accounts    were    circulated,  lieutenant, 
tending  to  imprefs  a  belief  of  emigrations,  to 
an  enormous  and  dangerous  amount,  from  all 
the  towns  and  manufacturing  counties  in  the 
kingdom.1 

The  rifing  and  widely  diffufed  fpirit  of  dif-  Affairs  of 
fatisfaetion  and  opposition,  which  had  already  America* 
occafioned  lb  much  embarratfment  in  the  go- 
vernment of  America,  now  alfumed  a  more  for- 
midable afpeet,  and  produced  thole  events  by 
which  the  reparation  of  the  parent  ftate  from 
its  colonies  was  etie&ed. 

The  repeal  of  American  duties  was  not  fa-  1771* 
tisfactory  to  the  opposition  party  in  the  colo- 
nies, the  exception  of  tea  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  urging  that,  although  Great  Britain 
had  been  twice  foiled  in  attempts  to  raiie  a  re- 
venue, the  intention  was  not  abandoned,  but 
the  right  being  referved,  an  opportunity  alone 
was  wanting  to  carry  it  into  execution.  The 
mfmuation  was  not  devoid  of  plausibility,  and 
the  prefe  frequently  adverted  to  it  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  exciting  diifatisfaction  ;  but,  although 

h  Lord  Townfhend  was  not  recalled  under  circumfhnces'  of  dil- 
grace  :  he  was  immediately  appointed  mafter- genera  I  of  the  ordnance. 
The  perfonal  rancour  excited  by  his  adminiftration  was  fo  great,  rfiat 
he  was  obliged  to  fight  (zd  Feb.  1771)  a  duel  with  lord  Kallamont, 
who  was  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  body,  but  recovered. 

»  For  tliefc  ciicumrtancts,  lee  the  accounts  prei'eived  in  the  period!* 
cal  publications. 

vol.  11,  F  jealoufy 
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chap,  jealoufy  and  alarm  -were  thus  kept  alive,  the 
XXL  ,    majority  of  the  people  were  not  eaiily  propelled 
1772.     to  action   by  mere  theoretical  itatements  and 
furmifed  poflibilities.     Yet  cordiality  was  not 
rcftored:    tea  from   Great  Britain    was  frill  a 
prohibited  article,   and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
New  England  provinces   afiidnoufly  cheriihed 
the  fentiments  of  difafr>ction,  which,   though 
not  immediately,  they  hoped  ultimately  to  im- 
part to  other  colonies.     Thefe  refolute  repub- 
licans would   not  have  been   fatisfied  with  a 
total  abolition  of  the  claim  to  taxation ;   they 
anxioufly  awaited   fuch    conceilion   from    the 
mother-country,  as  would,  in  fact,  reilder  Ame- 
rica independent. 
Cdnteft  of       The  removal  of  the  legiilature  from  Bolton 
Maffachuf-  to  the  town  of  Cambridge,   diftant  about  four 
with  so-     miles,  afforded  room  for  ftrenuous  complaints 
vemor        from   the    houfe    of    reppefentatives    to     Mr. 
Hutchm-     Hutchinfon,   Sir  Francis  Bernard's  fucceiTor  in 
the  government  of  Mafiachuifet's  Bay.      In 
30th  May,  arifwer  to  a  meifagc  on  this  fubjeer,  he  allured 
*77*-         them  he  was  unable  to   comply  unlefs  autho- 
rized by  the  king,  but  would  folicit  his  pCrmif- 
hon,    and   hoped   to  obtain  it  before  another 
feition. 
Taxation         Before  the  en<l  of  the  feffion,  however,  he 
o^evenue    f01tluj  \\  neceffary  to   alter  this   conciliatory 
language.     The  eftabliiliment   of  a  board  of 
cuftoms,   and  the  powers  committed  to  the  re* 
venue  officers,  formed  a  more  important  ground 
of  complaint  than  any  taxation  impoied  or  at- 
tempted by  Great  Britain  ;  and  the  legislators 
of  New  England,   although  they   could   not 
make  the  prevention  of  fmuggling  a  fubje£fc  of 
invective,    nfed   every    little    art    and   fmifter 
chicane  to  opprefs  the  perfons  employed  in  pro- 
tecting the  revenue.     During  late  years  they 

had. 
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had  introduced  a  practice  of  aiTeffing  the  of-  chap. 
fleers  of  the  crown,   rending  among  them,  for    J^j. 
the    profits    derived   from    their  commiffions:      1771. 
the  governor,  in  confequence  of  rep  refen  tat  ions 
on  the  fubjeel,  was  exprefsly  inftrucred  to  with- 
hold his  confent  from  fuch  laws,  on  whatever 
pretence  they  might  be  founded. 

The  legiflature  having  paffed  an  a6t,  in  the  4th  July, 
new  form,  for  "  apportioning  and  atfeffing  I771' 
"  a  tax  of  1,5001,"  the  governor,  in  very  mild 
terms,  informed  them  of  his  inuruCfcions,  and 
ftated  that  the  general  claufe  in  the  bill,  em- 
powering affeffors  to  tax  all  commiffions  of 
profit,  needed  qualification,  and  mould  extend 
only  to  commiffions  peculiarly  relating  to  the 
province,  otherwife,  any  of  his  majefty's  fer- 
vants,  occafionally  refident  for  a  fhort  term, 
might  be  taxed  for  profits  received  from  their 
commiffions  and  places  in  Great  Britain,  or  any 
other  part  of  his  majefty's  dominions. 

A  strenuous  debate  ertfued,   and  a  copy  5th. 
of  the  inftruclions  being  communicated,   the  ^d\fs  of 
aflembly   u  11  an  i  in  on  fly  voted   an    addrefs,    in  biy. 
which  they  termed  the  governor's  reafon  for 
refilling   to  fanetion  the  bill,    furprifing  and 
alarming;.     "  We  know  of  no  coinmiffioners 
of  his  majefty's  cuftoms,"  they  faid,  "  nor  of 
any  revenue,  his  majefty  has  a  right  to  efta- 
bliih  in  North  America :  we  know,  and  we 
"  feel  a  tribute  levied  and  extorted  from  thofe, 
"  who,  if  thev  have  propertv,  have  a  right  to 
"  the  abfolute'difpofal  of  it.'' 

A  REMONSTRANCE    Was    alfo    agreed    to   011    Remon; 

the  governor's  refufal  to  ratify  the  grant  of  ftrance* 
certain  fums  of  money  to   Mefirs.  Bollan  ond 
l)e  Berdt,    the  colonial   agents.     Hutchinibn  Aflembly 
checked  the  progrefs  of  thefe  debates,  by  pro*  Prorosucd' 
toguisg  the  general  court.     In  his  fpeech,  he 

f  2  laid, 
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ch  AP.   laid,   whatever  iriigjit  be  the  rights  of  the  legjf*' 
2SL,   latin  e in  matters  of  taxation,  the  crown  had  re- 
i77»-      ferved  to  itiHf  the  prerogative  of  difallowing 
laws  ;  and  as  the  rejection  of  a  tax  act,  after  it 
-was  in  part  executed,   would  caufe  great  per- 
plexity, the  king's   inftruciions,  pointing  out 
thofe  parts  which  he  difapproved,  afforded  an 
unexceptionable   inltance   of  tendernefs    and 
paternal  regard.      He  promifed  alfo  to  tranfmit 
his  meffage,  and  their  extraordinary  anfwer.  to 
be  laid  before  his  majefty. 
Progrefsof      Tiie  determined  fpirit  of  opposition  fhewn 
oppofition.  by   the  aficmbly,  and   the  fyitem  and   perfe- 
verance  with  which  it  was  profecuted,  indicated 
great  ftiength  of  combination,  and  rirmnefs  of 
arrangement.      Every  meafure  taken   by  the 
popular  party  fmce  the  commencement  of  clif- 
putes  between  the  mother-country  and   colo- 
nies, tended  to  give  vigour,  and  eniure  fueeefs, 
to  their    ulterior   efforts.      The   government, 
when  tranquillity  was  apparently  reiioied,  re- 
joiced in  the  abfence  of  discontent,  and  baniihed 
ail  fear  and  jealoufy  :  the  oppofition  party,  on 
the  contrary,  dreaded  the  abatement  of  public 
efferveicence,  and  it-imulated  iufpicion  and  ap- 
preheniion  by  the  revival  of  old  topies  of  dis- 
pute,  and  the  fuggeftion  of  new  ones,  either 
exifting  or  probable.     Klfigies,  paintings,  and 
other  imagery,  were  exhibited  to  inflame  the 
public   mind;  the  fourteen th    of  Auguft   was 
annually  celebrated  as  a  fefsival  in  commemo- 
ration  of  the  deftruction  of  a   building,   the 
property  ol  the  lieutenant-governor,  which  was 
demoliihed  by  a  mob,  on  the  fuppohtion  of  i  t.-i 
being  deiigned  for  a  ftamp-office,    and   of  the 
owner's  being  compelled  to  reiign  his  office  of 
itamp-maftcr  under  the  tree  of  liberty.     The 
iifth  of  March,  the   anniverfary  of  the  pre- 
l  tended 
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tended  maflacre  of  Bofton,    was  alfo  marked  chap. 
out  for  the  periodical  delivery  of  orations  at    JL^Ij 
one  of  the  meeting-houfes  ;  lifts  of  imaginary      W- 
grievances    were,   continually    publiihcd  ;    the 
people  were  told  that  the  miniftry  had  formed 
It  |  lali  to  enflave  them,   and  conjured,   by  the 
duty  they  owed  to  themfelvcs,  their  country, 
and  their  God,  by  the  reverence  due  to  the 
facred  memory  of  their  anceftors,  and  by  their 
affection    for   unborn    millions,    to   route   and 
exert  thcinfelves  in  the  common  caufe.     They 
were  farther  ftimulated  by  pretences  that  the 
people    of  England  were  depraved,    the  par- 
liament venal,  and   the  miniftry  corrupt;  nor 
were  attempts  wanting  to  traduce  majefty  itfelf. 
The  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  was  depicted  as 
an  ancient  ftructure,  once  the  admiration  of  the 
world,  now  Hiding  from  its  bafe,  and  milling 
to  its  fall ;  at  the  fame  time  the  natives  were 
called  upon  to  mark  their  own   rapid  growth, 
and  to  behold  the  certain  evidence,  that  Ame- 
rica was  upon  the  eve  of  independent  empire. 
The  didentino-minifters  actively  inculcated  the 
fame  fentiments   from   their  pulpits,   and  with 
religious  folemnity,   with  forcible   appeals   to 
Heaven,  and  with  all  the  advantages  derived 
from  habit,  religious  opinion,  and  popular  pre- 
dilection,   enforced  the  topics   and  principles 
which  their  audience  had  before  read  in  newf- 
papers.     The  friends  of  government  could  not 
recur  to  the  fame,  or  even  ordinary  means,  in 
fupport  of  their  caufe,  as  the  prefs  was  intirely 
cnflaved    to   the    other  party ;    printers    were 
threatened    with   ruin  for  publifhing   in    their 
behalf,  and  one  printer  was,  for  his  perfevcrance, 
compelled  1o  abandon  the  country. 

Tui.  legiilalurc   was  intirely  fubjeeled  to  a  Influence 
committee  of  the  mori  active  amongit.  the  po-  j?*|  *f~ 

f  3  pular 
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CHAP,  pular  members;  who,  in  fecret,  framed  the 
vj^j  popular  refojves,  and  other  violent  meafures, 
'  J77*.  It  was  their  policy  to  particularize  the  votes  of 
every  member,  which  were  publiihed  in  the  enr 
filing  gazette,  with  the  names  of  the  repre- 
fentatives,  who  were  expofed  to  refentment 
and  contempt  by  fevere  ftrictures  and  invectives, 
Individuals  thus  rendered  objects  of  deteitation 
to  their  conftituehts,  were  eafdy  fupplanted  at 
a  new  election  ;  and  although  the  lofs  of  a  feat 
v  as  not  in  itfelf  of  great  importance,  yet,  when 
the  unfuccefsful  candidate  became  ftigmatized 
as  an  enemy  to  his  country,  he  was  expofed  to 
infult,  his  profefhonal  purfuits  were  impeded, 
and  the  welfare  of  himfelf  and  family  rendered 
precarious.  Under  the  influence  of  thefe  ter- 
rors, few  members  could  be  found  furficiently 
hardy  to  oppofe  the  popular  voice;  the  apparent 
unanimity  of  the  anembly  encouraged  factious 
proceedings  out  of  doors;  and  the  popular 
party  in  the  legiflature  derived  new  courage 
from  the  fuccefs  of  their  adherents  in  the  town.k 
dependent  "While  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  the  legiflative 
fuXcs! the  body,  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  due 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  as  the  governor  and 
the  judges  were  dependent  for  their  faiaries  on 
the  votes  of  the  colonial  legiflature,  although 
their  coinmiffioris  were  given  by  the  king,  and 
tenable  during  his  pleafure.  The  faiaries  of 
the  judges  were  inadequate  to  the  dignity  of 
their  ftations,  and  difproportionate  to  thole  of 
other  officers  of  government :  thev  had  often 
petitioned  for  an  advance,  but  without  effect, 
.and  their  known  dependence  diminished  their 
authority.     In  vain  did  they,  in  their  charges 

k  See  Maflaehufletenfis,  a  fcries  of  Letters  by  Mr.  Lenard,  3 
jnemhsr  of  the  council  of  MaiTachufTet's  Bay  j  Jiofton,  printed  j 
London,  reprinted  for  Mathews  in  the  Strand,  1776. — Letter  ii, 

to 
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to  grand  juries,  recommend  the  prevention  of  chap. 
riots  and  infurreetions;  the  jurors,  who  were  ^^J 
men  of  property,  and  invariably  of  the  popular  *77*» 
party,  refilled  attention  to  the  inftructions  of 
men  whofe  rank  in  fociety  was  rendered  lefs 
refpectable  by  the  want  of  a  fufficient  efta- 
blilhment;  and  libels  on  magiftrates  and  go- 
vernment, were  repeatedly  fuffered  to  pal's 
unnoticed,  although  the  proof  was  copious 
and  flagrant.  Party  extended  its  influence  to 
the  whole  adminiitration  of  juitice;  juries, 
even  in  cafes  of  property,  gave  decifions  Dialled 
by  the  political  connections  of  the  iuitors,  and 
the  judges,  restrained  by  a  recollection  of  their 
own  dependence,  could  not  reverie,  by  a  de- 
claration of  the  law,  thefe  injurious  proceed- 
ings.1 

Sens  eble  of  the  necefhty  of  terminating  this  1772. 
diiirraceful   fubiection,    the  miniftry,    in   pur-  Governors 

r     °  ,.  *v         r  1-  -    ■         11        prohibited 

iuance  of  an  act  ot  parliament,  enjoined  the  Ivom  re- 
governors  of  provinces  to  withhold  their  con-  ceiving 
lent  from  any  aft,  for  a  gift  or  prefent  from  Preenti> 
the  aflembly  or  others  to  them,  on  pain  of  re- 
call. 

Th  e  houfe  of  reprefentati  ves  of  M  attach  uflct's  MaY> 
Bay,  in  a  menage  to  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  required  pro«ed- 
information,  whether  provifion  was  made  for  ingsofthe 
him  as  governor,   in  any  other  than  the  ufual  allembl>'« 
manner  by  gifts  and  grants  from  the  general 
aflembly?   He  anfwered,  That  his  majefty,  in 
purfuance  of  an  act  of  parliament,  had  made 
certain  and  adequate  provifion  for  his  fupport 
in  his  ftation;  and  fuppofed  he  could  not,  with- 
out fpecial  permiflion,    accept   of  any   grant 
from  the  province  for  his  ordinary  fervices. 

Ox  this  anfwer,  the  aflembly  voted  the  go- 

1  MaJachufletenfis,  letter  iji. 
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chap,  veraor's  acceptance  of  fupport  not  derived 
[yJfH®lj  from  the  general  affembly,  a  dangerous  inno- 
?772.  vation,  which  rendered  him  independent  of 
the  people,  and  not  fuch  a  governor  as  the 
people  contenting  to  at  the  time  of  granting 
their  charter :  and  they  moft  folemnly  pro* 
tefted  againft  the  innovation,  as  an  important 
change  of  the  confutation,  which  expofed  the 
province  to  defpotifm. 

1 3th  June.  ^  Q  TW  j  T  H S T  A  N  D I  N  G  tills  Contumacious  pro- 

Legiilature  , .  ,  «•       i  i        .i  j -i> 

removed      ceeding  in  the  allembly,  the  governor  was  tin- 

back  to       pofed   to    conciliatory  meafunes,  and,   on  the 

favourable  report  of  the  council,  con. plied  with 

the  willies  of  the  people,    by  adjourning  the 

feffion   for  a  few   days,  and  appointing  their 

Tufeultu-  iJiext  meeting  at  Bolton.     But,  although   the 

ous  ftateof  ..  f?  o 

that  town,   council  eertin  d,  on  their  oaths,  that  the  go- 
vernor might,  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  king's 
infrructions,  remove  the  general  court  to  Bof- 
ton,  that  town  Mas  ftill  in  a  moft  tumultuous 
ftate,  and  the  ipirit  of  infuboidination  active 
and  imfubdued, 
Revenue         The  cfi'iil  iiiLment  of  a  board  of  commif- 
fultedL  '""  £°ners>  aild  tne  activity  employed  in  the  pre* 
ver.tion  of  fmuffffling,  oce  aliened  the  utmoft 
(  [{content ;  and,  alter  the  removal  of  the  troops 
from  Bofton,  the  revenue  officers  were  expofed 
to  conftant  infults:  the  offenders  were  not  re- 
ftrained  by   the   magiftracy,   and    openly   en- 
couraged by  the  wealthiest  merchants.     Ob- 
noxious peiions  were  {tripped,  daubed  with  tar, 
then  covered  with  feathers,  and,  in  that  ftate, 
carried  through  thehuets,  derided,  ftruek,  and 
feourged  by  the  popuiace.k 
Bumingof      Tii £  other  New  England  provinces  partici- 
thefthoo.    patec|  in  the  lame  fpirit:  at  the  town  of  Pro- 

ner  Gal-       *■  l 

pee. 

k  See  Almon's  Colkftion,  vol.  i.  p.  249. 
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vidence,  in   Rhode   Ifland,  a  place  notorious   chap. 
for  frnuggling,    a  king's  fchooner  called  the    ^Jj^j 
Gafpee    was    ftationed;     the    commander    of     *rm. 
vhich,   lieutenant  Duddingftone,  was  deteited 
for  his  vigilance  and   activity.     At  midnight,   Ioth  June- 
the  Gafpee  was  boarded  by  two  hundred  armed 
men   from  boats,    who,     after   Wounding   the 
commander,   and   forcibly    carrying  him    and 
the  crew  on   more,    burned    the  veilel.     The 
perpetrators  of  this  .daring  exploit  were  never 
discovered,  although  a  reward  of  rive  hundred 
pounds  was  offered,  together  with  a  pardon,  if 
claimed  by  any  or' the  accomplices.1 

DruiNG  a  recefs  of  the  legislature  of  MatTa-  Report  of 
chuffet's    Bay,    it   was  rumoured,   as  the  fa&  JioVtofoc 
really  was,  that  the  mini  dry  intended  to  make,  the  faiaries 
not  merely  the  governor,  but  the  judges,  hide-  otJutlges- 
pendent  in  their  offices,  by  aiYigning  to  them 
adequate  faiaries,   payable  out   of  the  public 
revenues  :  the  popular  party  reprefentcd  this  as 
a  miniiterial  plan,    to  render  the  judges  de- 
pendent on  the  crown  ;  and  the  prefs  imme- 
diately  teemed   with    new  invectives.     Great 
Britain,  it  was  faid,  having  failed   in  the  at- 
tempt to  dragoon  the  province  into  a  flaviih 
fubmirlion,  was  now  aiming  at  the  accomplilh- 
ment  of  the  fame  end,  by  corrupting  the  fource 
of  juftice. 

The  felert   men    immediately   appointed    a  *5^  06>. 
town  meeting  at  Faneuil  Hall,  to  enquire  into  raSg. 
the  grounds  of   the   report.     A   meffage   was  MefTage  t» 
transmitted  to  the  governor,  dating,  the  alarm  th*J°- 
excited  among  all  considerate  perfons,   by  the 
report  of  a  meafure,  tending  rapidly  to   com- 
plete the  tlavery,  which  originated  in  a  power 
allumed  by  the  houfe  of  commons   of  Great 

1  Stedman. — Andrews. 
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Britain,  to  grant  the  money  of  the  colonifts 
without  their  confent ;  and  requeuing  informa- 
tion, Whether  he  had  received  advice  on  the 
fubject  ?  Hutchinfon  anfwered,  it  was  not  pro- 
per for  him  to  lay  before  any  town  his  corre- 
fpondence  as  governor,  or  to  acquaint  them 
whether  he  had  or  had  not  received  advices 
relating  to  the  public  affairs  of  government, 
His  anfwer  was  deemed  unfatisfactory,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  petition  him  to  con- 
vene the  affembly,  which  he  declined,  aligning 
his  reafon.  They  then  refolved  to  petition  the 
king  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  eftablifhed 
a  committee  to  correfpond  with  other  pro- 
vinces. 

The  baleful  effects  of  thefe  committees  had 
been  already  experienced  in  the  colonies ;  their 
introduction  into  America  is  attributed  to 
Franklin, m  and  is  aptly  termed,  "  the  foulefr, 
fubtileft,  and  moft  venomous  ferpent  that  ever 
iflucd  from  the  eggs  of  fedition.""  The  commit- 
tees were  generally  chofen  at  town  meetings, 


m  The  invention  is  far  more  ancient ;  correfponding  committees 
were  ettablifhed  among  the  republicans  and  fe£iaries  in  the  time  of 
Charles  I.  They  were  probably  revived  in  America  at  the  fug. 
geftion  of  Franklin. 

»  An  American  writer,  exulting  in  the  efFtcT:  already  produced  by 
thefe  committees,  and  auguring  the  purpofes  to  which  they  might 
be  converted  in  other  countries,  exprefTes  himfelf  in  thefe  terms  : 
«  If  we  recollect  how  many  Itates  have  loft  their  liberties,  merely 
*{  from  want  of  communication  with  each  other,  and  union  among 
"  themfelves,  we  mail  think  that  the  committees  of  correfpondence 
"  may  be  intended  by  providence  to  accomplijh  great  events.  What 
«'  the  eloquence  and  talents  of  Demofthenes  con  id  not  erFe£r,  among 
*«  the  itates  of  Greece,  might  have  been  effected  by  lb  iimplea  device. 
"  Caftile,  Arragcn,  Valencia,  Majorca,  &c.  all  complained  of  op- 
preiTion  under  Charles  the  Fifth,  flew  out  into  tranfports  of  rage, 
and  took  arms  againft  him;  but  they  never  consulted  or  commu- 
nicated with  each  other.  They  refilled  feparately,  and  were  /epa- 
rately  fubdued.  Had  Dun  Juan  Padilla,  or  his  wife,  been  pojTelfed 
of  the  genius  to  invent  a  committee  of  correfprr.dence,  perhaps  the 
liberties  of  the  Spanifh  nation  might  have  remained  to  this  hour." 
See  Almon's  Remembrancer,  vol.  i.  p.  33, 

moft 
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and  compofed  of  the  mod  fiery  and  uncontroul?  chap. 
able  fpirits  of  oppofition ;  they  had  an  opportu-  x*1* 
nity,  under  the  apparent  Sanction  of  their  towns,  177*. 
of  clandestinely  wreaking  revenge  on  obnoxious 
perfons,  by  traducing  and  reprefenting  them  as 
enemies  to  the  country.  Thus  many  individuals 
of  principle  and  property,  while  travelling, 
found  thcmfelves  infulted  and  reviled  by  men 
whom  they  had  never  feen,  and  for  whole  male- 
volence they  were  at  a  lofs  to  divine  a  motive. 
Thus  was  Sedition  propagated,  and  mifrepre-s 
feutation,  both  of  individuals  and  of  public 
meafures,  rendered  current  through  all  parts 
of  this  vail  continent :  by  thefe  means  did  the 
fame  clamours  arife  in  fo  many  parts  of  the 
colonies  at  the  fame  moment,  that  to  thofe 
who  fuppofed  the  proceeding  Spontaneous,  it 
appeared  almoll  miraculous.0 

From  the  committee  at  Bofton  originated  a  ^  Nor. 
report,  containing  a  new  declaration  of  rights,  Thecoin- 
more  extonlive  than  any  hitherto  trained;  the  fiameade- 
authoritv    of  parliament  to   legislate   for  the  c|««mm* 

**  ^^  rio"ntc 

colonies,  in  any  refpect whatever,  was  explicitly 
denied.  The  rights  of  the  colonifts,  and  the 
violations  of  them,  were  enumerated.  The 
declaratory  aft  of  1766,  was  particularly  com- 
plained  of ;  by  this,  they  laid,  the  Britim  par- 
liament aSTumed  the  power  of  legislating  tor 
them  without  their  confcnt,  and,  under  pre* 
tence  of  that  authority,  impofed  taxes  in 
the  colonies,  and  appointed  new  officers  to  be 
refident  amongSt  them,  unknown  to  their  co.;- 
ftitution,  becaufe  unauthorized  by  their  charter. 
The  liritifh  minifhy,  by  framing  the  le  v  regu- 
lation for  granting  Salaries  to  the  judges  and 
crown  officers  out  of  this  odious  tribute,  were 


'Mafluchuflctenfis,  letter  iv. 
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chap,   charged  with  dengning  to  complete  the  fyftem 
xxi.     0f  flavery   commenced  in  the  houie  of  cora- 
177*-      mons. 
Addrefs  to       This  report  being  approved  at  an  adjourned 
tiepeope.  jj^^jjjg  of  the  inhabitants*  fix  hundred  copies 
were  printed,    and   difperfed    through  all  the 
towns  of  the  province,  with  an  addrefs  to  the 
people,  exhorting  them,  in  the  common  cant 
ufed  for  purpofes  of  faction  ;    "  By  the  regard 
"  they  owed  to  the  fifing  generation,  not  to 
"  doze,  or  fit  fupinely  indifferent,  on  the  brink 
"  of  destruction,  while  the  iron  hand  of  opprej- 
"  )ion  was    daily    tearing   the   ehoice/i  fruits 
"  from  the  fair  tree  of  liberty,  plan;   -:  by  their 
lc  worthy  predeceffors  at  the  expence  of  their 
"  treafure,  and  abundantly  uatcred  by   their 
"  blood."* 
6th  Jan.         As  thefe  general   fpeculations  had  been   fo 
Meeui.crof  unfparingiy  promulgated,   and  with  fome   ap- 
tlie  icgifliH  pearancc  of  authoritative  fanction,  Hutchinfon 
ture.  thought  proper,   at  the  opening  of  the  general 

court,  to  afford  the  legislature  an  opportunity 
of  disavowing  any  concurrence  in  fuch  dan- 
gerous fentiments,  and  therefore  took  occafion 
to  infill  on  the  fnpreme  legiilative  authority  of 
Tlir</nny  par^ament-     1  nc  affembly,  however,  were  not 
tivea^tho".  difpofed  to  recede  as  a  body  from  the  preten- 
rityof  par-  fions  which,  as  individuals,  they  had  laboured 
hament.      to  maintain  :  in  their  addrefs  they  denied  the 
competency  of  parliament,  not  only  to  levy 
taxes,  but  to  legiilate  for  them  in  anyrefpect; 
and  they  added,    "  If,  in  any  late  inftances, 
»*  there  had  been  a  fubmifhon  to  acls  of  parlia- 
"  ment,   it  had  been,   in  their  opinion,  rather 
"  from  inconfideration,  or   rcluclance  to  con- 
0  tend  with  the  parent  ftate,  than  from  a  con- 

P   Stedman,  vol.  i.  p.  tz.    Almon's  Colk&ion,  &c. 
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"  viction  or  acknowledgment  of  the  fuprcme  chap* 
"  lcgiilative  authority  of  parliament.'"5  ^J^J- 

The  grand  popular  topic  was  not  long  per-      1773. 
mitted  to  remain  quiefcent:  the  houfe  of  re-  Jf^ng 
prefentatives  voted  falaries  to  the  judges,  as  a  the  falarks 
compenfation   for  their   fervices  for  one  year  °f  jldftt' 
ending  the  iirft  of  January.      The  governor  3dFeb"' 
delaying  to  fanction  this  vote,  was  requeited 
to  make  known  his  difficulty,  and  acquainted 
that  the  people  were  univerfally  alarmed  with 
the  report  of  falaries  being  fixed  to  the  offices 
of  the  juftices  by  order  of  the  crown.     His  ex-  4th  Feb. 
cellency  avowed  his  information  that  the  king 
had  directed  falaries;  but  had  received  no  in- 
telligence of  warrants  being  iifued  for  payment ; 
he  had  therefore  delayed  giving  his  immediate 
atfent  to  the  grants,  lead  when   the  warrants 
from  the  crown   ihould    be  tranfmitted,    they 
might  include  funis  due  for  part  of  the  time  for 
which  the  atleinbiy  had  provided. 

A  deputation  was,  in  confequence  of  this  I2thFeb, 
melfage,   inftructed  to   wait  on   the  governor, 
and  reprefent,  that,    "  no  judge,   who   had  a 
"  due  regard  to  juftice,  or  even  to  his  own 

1  Such  was  the  improper  tendency  of  this  addrefs,  that  theaflem- 
hly  themfclves  thought  pioper,  in  a  letter  to  the  earl  of  Dartmouth, 
fecietary  of  ftate  tor  American  afFairs,  dated  29th  June  1773,  to 
retracl  and  apologize  for  the  expreffions  they  had  ufed.  Even  thi* 
was  not  done  without  fome  chicane  and  hypocrify  :  they  accuied  the 
governor  of  having  unnetell'uiiy  brought  the  fubjeel  of  parliamentary 
authority  under  conhderation,  and  that  by  his  ipeech  at  the  opening 
of  the  feffion,  Hutchinfon  called  on  the  two  houfes  in  fuch  a  pi-effing 
manner,  as  amounted  to  little  fhort  of  a  challenge  to  anfwer  him. 
Into  fuch  a  dilemma  were  they  brought  by  the  fpeech,  they  fay,  that 
ihey  were  under  a  ncceflicy  of  giving  fuch  anfwers  as  they  did,  or 
having  their  conduct  c^nltrued  into  an  acquiefcence  wtih  the  doc- 
trines contained  in  it,  which  would  have  been  an  implicit  acknow- 
ledgment that  the  province  was  in  a  Rate  of  fuhjec'tiun,  differing  very  • 
little  from  flavtry.  The  anfwers  were  the  effect  of  neceffity,  and 
this  n?ce. lity  occasioned  great  grief  to  the  two  houfes.  '«  The  peo- 
«|  pie  of  this  province,  my  lord,"  they  continued,  "  are  true  and 
"  faithful  fub  eels  ot  hi;  majefty,  and  think  theinfelves  happy  ia 
«•  t'n:u  coniiidion  with  Great  Britain,"     Stedman,  and  Almo.11. 

"  character, 
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chap.   "  character,  would  chufe  to  be  placed  undef 
J^^L/     n  an  unc^ue  bias>  by  accepting  of,  and  becom- 
es-     "  iilg  dependent  on  the  crown  for  their  fala- 
"  lies."    The  meafure  was  imputed  to  the  king's 
being  mifmformed  refpeeling  their  conftitution, 
and  the  governors  reafons  for  delay  were  treat- 
ed   with    great   difregard,    "  When   we   con- 
fide'ri"  they  faid,   "  the  many  attempts  that 
have  been  made,    to  render  null   and   void 
"  thofe  claufes  in  our  charter,  upon  which  the 
freedom    of  our    conftitution   depends,    we 
fhould  be  loft  to  all  public  feeling,  did  we 
not  manifeft  ajuft  refentment.     We  are  more 
and  more  convinced,  that  it  has  been  the  de- 
"  lion  of  administration  totallv  to  fubvert  the 
"  conftitution,  and  introduce  an  arbitrary  aro- 
'  vernmcnt  m  this  province;  and  we  cannot 
"  wonder  that  the  apprehenfions  of  this  people 
"  are  thoroughly  awakened."     In  conclufion, 
they  expreifed  a  hope  that  the  judges  would 
refine  to  accept  of  fupport  in  a  manner  fo  juftly 
obnoxious   to  the   diiinterefted  and   judicious 
part  of  the  community,  being  repugnant  to  the 
charter,    and  utterly  inconliftent  with    their 
fafety,  rights,  liberties,  and  property. 
Hutchin-         Tiie  governor,  contrary  to  the  expectations 
•Ttheaa    °^  tne  demagogues,  at  length  gave  his  confent 
eftbeaf-    to  the  vote ;  but  as  the  queftioh  would  now 
itmbiy.      remain  at  reft  for  a  longer  period  than  fuited 
Further      the  views  of  the  popular  faction,  they  adopted 
grants vot-  an  unprecedented  meafure  for  the  purpofe  of 
infiantly  reviving  it,  by  voting  Similar  grants 
Which  the  for  t]ie  vear  enfuing.  ,  Hutchinfon  refuted  to 
Kfcfato    confirm  this  proceeding;  he  alleged,    that  as 
unaiun.     there  was  no  inftance,  fince  the  charter,  of  an 
allowance   made    to  judges   for    fervices  not 
actually  performed,  and  as  thofe  grants  were 
profpeclive,  and  paifed  in  fo  ihort  a  time  after 

the 
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the  information  he  had  given  the  houfe,  his  chap. 
affent  would  appear  to  counteract  the  king's  xx^.} 
intentions.  1773- 

The  year   17  73  produced   abundant  caufes  Aaivityof 
of  difcontent  in  New  England  ;  the  difpute  re-  the  com\ 

•  •  inittccs  or 

fpccting  the  judges  was  never  relinquiihed ;  and  correfpon- 
the  committees  of  correfpondence  were  actively  dence. 
employed  in  difleminating  fedition.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  outrage  committed  on  board  the 
Gafpee,  a  court  of  inquiry  was  inftituted  at 
Rhode  Ifland,  with  powers,  conformably  to  a 
late  a6l  of  parliament,  to  fend  the  offenders  to 
England  for  trial.  A  fub-committee  of  cor- 
refpondence was  formed  by  the  people  of  Bof- 
ton,  to  inquire  by  what  authority  the  court  of 
inquiry  held  its  fittings  ;  the  alfembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  feveral  other  legiflative  bodies, 
adopted  the  correfponding  fcheme,  and  the 
whole  continent  was  thus  prepared  for  the  in- 
ftantaneous  reception  of  an  uniform  impulfe. 

The  hatred  of  the  people  of  Maifachuflet's  pubiica- 
Bay  to  their  governor,  and  to  the   Britiih  go-  tionofthe 
vernment,  received  at  this  time  new  force  from  Hutchin- 
a  treacherous  and  unwarrantable  a6t,   commit-  fon  and 
ted  by  Dr.  Franklin  their  agent.    The  appoint-  Bernard- 
ment  of  Franklin  at  a  critical  period  has  al- 
ready been  mentioned :  his  continuance  in  his 
appointment  was  owing  to  the  influence  of  the 
oppofition  party  in  the  alfembly  ;  who,  contrary 
to  the  practice  and  forms  of  the  colonial  confti- 
tution,  which  required  the  concurrence  of  the 
three  branches  of  the  legiilature  in  the  nomina- 
tion, continued  him,  although  the  council  had 
appointed  another  perfon  to  officiate  for  them. 
Franklin's  information    was,   however,   highly 
prized  by  his  adherents;  his  delineations  of  the 
difpofition  of  the  king,  the  miniftry,   the  par- 
liament,  and  the  nation,  were    deemed  moil 

authentic. 
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chap,  authentic.  He  advifed  the  colonifts  to  per- 
,3?^  fevere  in  diftreffing  government  by  reiterated 
1773.  refolutiohs,  to  cheriih  a  military  fpirit;  and 
allured  his  conftituents,  that,  if  linn,  they  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  people  of  England. 
He  fuggefted  modes  of  refiftance  to  govern- 
ment, and  the  popular  meafures  were  generally 
introduced  to  the  houfe  by  letters  from  him. 
The  rancorous  opposition  which  was  difplayed 
during  the  governments  of  Bernard  and  Ilutch- 
infon,  was  attributed  to  the  mifreprefentations 
Their  cha-  of  party  agents.  Bernard  was  a  man  of  ac- 
raaers.  knowledged  abilities,  and  the  utmoft  integrity  ; 
he  came  to  the  government  of  Matlachufiets 
Bay,  recommended  by  the  affections  of  the 
people  of  New  Jerfey,  over  whom  he  had  be- 
fore prelided.  Hutchinfon's  character  in  pri- 
vate life  was  amiable  and  exemplary  •  his  abi- 
lities, humanity,  and  honour,  were  well  known 
to  the  province,  from  his  conduct  in  various 
important  departments,  particularly  that  of 
chief  juftice,  and  he  was  endowed  with  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  intcreils,  connec- 
tions, and  affairs  of  his  government/  As  a 
friend  to  the  conftitution  cftabliihed  by  char- 
ter, he  oppofed  the  innovations  of  the  repub- 
licans, and  his  confidential  communications 
with  the  minillry  of  Great  Britain,  exprelfed 
with  freedom  his  fentiments  refpeeling  the 
origin,  continuance,  and  means  of  preventino- 
thole  difturbanccs  which  agitated  the  colony. 
Proceed-  Bv  means  which  have  never  been  afcertain^ 
SJbV'r  ed'  irmnklin  hecame  polfelled  of  fome  of  thefe 
letters;  the  mode  of  obtaining  them  could 
not  be  honourable,  and  the  ufe  to  which  he 
converted    them    was    highly    flagitious:    lie 

*  MaflachyiTetenfis,  letter  ili« 
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tranfmitted  them  immediately  to  the  houfe  of  chap. 
reprefentatives,  where  they   gave  birth  to  tlie    Jixi^, 
moft  violent  proceedings.    A  committee  waited     ?77S' 
on  Hutchinfon,  and,  refufing  to  truft  the  letters 
from  their  own  cuftody,  inquired  whether  he 
acknowledged  his  ngnafure.     Haying  received 
an  explicit  avowal,  the  affembly  prepared  a  pe- 
tition and  remonftrance  to  the  king,  charging 
the  governor  with  betraying  his  truft,  and  flan- 
dering  the  people,  by  giving  private,  partial, 
and   falfe   information;    he   was    declared  an 
enemy  to  the  colony ;  and  they  prayed  tor  his 
removal,  and  that  of  Mr,  Oliver,  the  lieutenant- 
governor. 

These  letters  have  been  much  defcanted  on,  obferva- 
and   produced  in  vindication  of  proceedings  tionpon 
which  they  are  not  calculated  to  juftify :  in  the  ^eietcef$" 
fituation  in  which  the  governor  was  placed, 
viewing  with  alarm  and  apprehenfion  tjie  daily 
inroads  made  on  a  conftitution  which  he  per- 
fe&ly  underftood,  and    was    commifiioned  to 
protect,  his  counfels  do  not  feem  dictated  by  a 
fpirjt  of  violence,  or  communicated  in   terms 
of  undue  warmth:  they  are  the  eftufions  of  a 
thinking  mind,  occupied   in  difcufting  public 
affairs  of  the  firft  moment:  lie  did  not  pretend 
to  difclofe  private  or  confidential  communica- 
tions, but  detailed  free  opinions  relative  to  the 
politics  of  government,  and  the  means  of  fe^ 
curing  the  dependence  of  the  colonifts,  the  ter-. 
ruination  of  which  he  clearly  anticipated.     As 
he  wrote  with  the  utmoft  franknefs,  fome  of  his 
expreffions  might  be  defcanted  on  to  his  dilV 
advantage;  but   his   letters    contained  no  in- 
formation unfounded  on  fact,   nor  were  his  rea- 
ionings  recommended  by  any  promifes  to  unite 
a  party,  or  to  affift  in  fubverting  the  charter  of 
the  colony:  he  merely  pointed  out  fuch  means, 
vol.  ii„  g  a* 
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chap,  as  were  in  his  opinion  calculated  to  counteract 
X"xr«  ,    the  daily  infractions  of  the  constitution,  which 
i77j.      were  made  under  an  affeclcd  pretence  of  afpir- 
ing  at  Engliilj  liberty,  but  were,  in  fadr,  moft 
frequently  founded  on  appeals  to  the  abftracl 
and  anti-focial  rights  of  nature.     The  letters 
of  Oliver3  were  of  the  fame  character,  but  his 
counfels  were  more  fpecific;  he  recommended 
the  removal  of  the  principal  incendiaries  ;  the 
eftabliihment  of  a  patrician  order,  and  feveral 
other  meafures  ;  but  his  advice  was  no  more 
than  a  confidential  difclofure  of  his  own  par- 
ticular opinions,  and  not  combined  with  anj 
proportion  for  giving  effect  to  meafures  which 
might  refult  from  it. 
Their  cf-        jN  i\]e  ftate  of  mind  which   prevailed    in 
AmeHca.    America,    a  temperate   view    of  thefe   letters 
could   not  be  expected ;  paffion,  intereft,   and 
faction,  combined  in  the  efforts  to  render  the 
writers  univerfally  odious.     The   committees 
of  correfpondence  printed  and  inclofed  in  a  cir- 
cular addrefs,  the  letters  of  the  governor  and 
lieutenant-governor,    and   the  refolves  of  the 
affembly  :.  the  ferment  became  general ;  town 
meetings  were  hekJ,    and    violent   refolutions 
adopted  ;  one  town  even  declared  it  was  better 
to  rifk  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  defence  of 
their  rights,    civil  and  religious,   than  to  die 
by  piece-meal  in  flavery. 
Eff«a  of         Wh  i  l  e  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  was  at  the  ut- 
TxpSJz*  mo^  nefe'nt»  intelligence  was  received  of  the 
tea.  act  of  the   Britifh  legislature,    permitting  the 

Eaft  India  compaiw  to  export  tea,  free  from 

*  The  letters  at  large  have  been  frequently  puhljfhed  ;  and  the 
reader  may  form  a  candid  judgment  from  a  peruial  or  the  whole  j 
a  few  phrales  malicicufly  leleeted  and  falfified  by  typographical 
artifice,  can .  only  lead  to  mifappieheHfions  and  fallacious  con- 
clusions 
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duty,  to  all  parts  of  the  globe,  while  it  was  c^v- 
charged  with  a  duty  of  three-pence  per  pound,  ^^ 
on  its  arrival  in  America.  Since  the  non-im-  '773' 
portation  as;* cements,  the  colonifts  had  been 
principally  Supplied  with  tea  fmuggled  from 
Holland/  as  the  duty  taken  off  in  England 
was  one  milling  per  pound,  if  the  introduction 
was  now  permitted,  its  cheapnels  would  form 
an  irreiiftible  counteraction  to  the  non-impor- 
tation covenants,  and  a  duty  would  be  received 
by  England  from  America,  notwithftanding 
all  the  Efforts  of  oppoftion.  The  preis  ag*ain 
poured  forth  a  torrent  of  invecfive,  and  im- 
puted every  fmifter  defign  to  the  mother- 
country;  the  duty  oh  tea  was  reprefented  as 
a  prelude  to  various  other  impofitions,  and  the 
colonifts  were  taught  to  expect  a  window-tax, 
a  hearth-tax.  a  land-tax,  and  a  poll-tax,  as  im- 
mediate and  inevitable  confequenees. 

Several   of  the   provinees,   influenced  by  Proceed- 
thefe  reprefentations,  compelled  the  confignees  gdtefn. 
of  tea  to  renounce  their  agency,  and  entered 
into  ftrenuous  refolutions  againtt  purchafmg  or 
permitting   it  to   he   landed.      In   Bofton  the 
fame  attempts  Mere  made  ;  but  the  confignees, 
inftead  of  yielding  to  the  commands  of  the  po- 
pulace, implored  protection  of  the   governor, 
who   immediately  convened  the  council,  and  I9thNoy* 
fubmitted  the  petition  to  their  confideration. 
The  council  declined  giving  advice;  the  mob 
furrounded  the  houfes  of  the  confignees,  and 
on  their  ftill  refuting  to  renounce  their  employ, 
broke  their  doors  and  windows,  and  compelled 
them  to  take  fefuge  in  Caftle  William:  the  go- 
vernor's proclamation  for  fuppreiling  this  riot 
was  contemned  and  derided,  and  the  mcriff  in- 
fill ted  while  attempting  to  read  it, 

The  moft  violent  oppofition  to  the  landing  Arrival  of 
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chap,  of  tea  being  now  expected,  the  firft  fhip  which 
vi?i/  an'ived  was  detained  below  Caftle  William.  An 
1774.  aifembly  of  the  people  was  convoked  at  the 
meeting,  ^ld  South  meeting-houfe,  called  a  body-meet- 
ing :  this  convention  differed  from  a  town- 
meeting,  by  being  open  to  all  perfons,  without 
inquiry  as  to  qualification.  It  coniifled  of  fe- 
veral  thoufands,  collected,  not  only  in  Bofton, 
but  from  all  the  circumjacent  towns :  the  owner 
of  the  tea  ihip  was  fummoned  before  them,  and 
required  to  bring  his  veffel  to  the  wharf;  his 
compliance,  as  they  knew,  compelled  him  to 
enter  his  cargo  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly reported  his  tea,  after  which  twenty 
days  were  allowed  to  land  it,  and  pay  the  duty. 

The  body-meeting  having  thus  fucceeded 
in  creating  a  difficulty,  paffed  a  refolution,  that 
the  tea  mould  not  be  landed,  nor  the  duty  paid, 
but  return  in  the  fame  bottoms  in  which  it  was 
brought.  This  was  placing  the  captain  in  an 
inextricable  dilemma ;  for  as  the  fhip  had  been 
compelled  to  come  to  the  wharf,  and  was  en- 
tered at  the  cuftom-houfe,  it  could  not  be 
cleared  out  without  the  previous  payment  of  the 
duties,  nor  could  the  governor  giant  a  permit 
for  the  velfel  to  pafs  Caftle  William,  without  a 
certificate  from  the  cuftom-houfe. 

The  body-meeting  then  appointed  a  mili- 
tary guard,  to  watch  the  fhip  every  night  till 
further  orders.  The  confto-necs  having:  been 
compelled  to  feek  refuge  from  the  fury  of  the 
populace,  the  council  had  declined  interfering, 
and  the  governor  perfevered  in  that  line  which 
the  law  marked  out  as  his  duty:  his  inflexibi- 
lity in  this  point  was  oppofed  by  an  equal  ob- 
flinacy  on  the  part  of  the  towns-people,  who 
rejected,  with  difdain,  the  offer  of  the  con- 
fignees  to  land  the  tea,  and  ftore  it  under  the 

care 
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care  of  the  felect.  men,  or  a  committee  of  the  chap. 
town,  till  they  could  receive  further  orders  from  JS^ 
England.  *773* 

Two  more  mips  were  now  arrived,  when  the  Tea 
military  guard  was  unexpectedly  withdrawn,  ^oThefea, 
or  the  renewal  omitted.  A  numerous  mob,  in 
the  difguife  of  Mohawk  Indians,  fuddenly  fal- 
lied  forth,  boarded  the  ihips,  fplit  open  the 
chefts,  and  committed  the  whole  cargoes  of  tea 
to  the  waves. 

Measures  were  adopted  in  other  provinces  Proceed- 
to  prevent  the  landing;  fome  mips  were  com-  Uher'Jro- 
pelled  to  return   without  coming  to  anchor;  vinces. 
and  feveral  cargoes  were  deftroyed ;  but  in  no 
other  place  was  fuch  a  fyltematic  and  over- 
bearing fpirit  of  oppofition  manifefted  as  in 
Bottom1 

The  avTembly  were  too  much  animated  with  impeach- 
the  popularity  of  the  late  proceedings,  to  omit  15--° 
any  opportunity  of  renewing  perfonal  contefts  juftice. 
with  the  governor.     In  the  lait  feiuon  they  de- 
clared, that  judges,  who  received  falaries  from 
the  crown    inftead  of  the   people,   would  no 
longer  enjoy  the  public  confidence  and  efteem, 
and  it  would  be  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  the 
province  to  impeach  them  before  the  governor 
and  council.    Not  intimidated  by  thefe  threats, 
the  judges  refufed  to  accept  more  than  half  of 
the  i bins  granted  by  the  boufe  of  reprefenta-  34.th  Fcfc. 
lives,  who,   in  this  fefiion,  put  their  menace  in  »774- 
execution,  by  voting  articles  of  impeachment 
againft  Peter  Oliver,  efq.  chief-juitice  of  the 
fuperior  court  of  judicature,  charging  him  with 
a  defign  to  fubvert  the  conftitution  of  the  pro- 
vince,  and    to  introduce  into  the  court  over 
which  heprefided,  a  partial,  arbitrary,  and  cor- 

1  Stedman — Andrews — Maflachufietenfis,  letter  iv. 
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chap,  nipt  aelminiftration  of  juftice,  in  confequenee 
vj^i;    of  which  he  had  declined  receiving  grants  of 
*774«     the  general  alfembly,  but  accepted  an  annual 
ftipend  from  his  majefty's  minifters. 
His  letter.        In  a  letter  add  relied  to  the  houfe,  the  magi- 
ftrate  remonftrated,  that  during  the  feventeen 
years  he  had  been  in  office,  he  was  unconfcious 
of  any  violation  of  the  laws  in  his  judicial  ca- 
pacity; he  had  (Villained  by  privation  of  bufinefs, 
and  the  infufficiency  of  his  ftipends,  a  lofs  ex- 
ceeding three thoufand  pounds  Sterling;  he  had 
not  folicited  afalary  from  the  king:  but  when  it 
was  offered,  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  beft  of 
fovereigns,  induced  him  to  accept  the  munifi- 
cent donation.     This  appeal  was  infufricient  to 
difann  the  fury  of  the  alfembly;  the  impeach- 
ment was  voted  by  a  large  majority;"  but  the 
governor  dilclaiming  any  authority  to  try  and 
determine  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  re- 
fufed  to  receive  it.     The  reprefentatives,  how- 
ever, perfevering  in  their  attempt,  and  renewing 
30th  Mar.  the  impeachment  in  another  form,  Hutchinfon 
^ffT^    cun"°lved  f ne  affembly.    His  fpeech  was  couched 
in  terms  of  fevere  reprehenlion ;  he  laid,  "  As 
ft  fome  of  your  votes,  refolves,  and  other  pro- 
ceedings,   which  you   have  fuffered  to   be 
made  public,   Strike  directly  at  the  honour 
and  authority  of  the  king  and  parliament,  I 
may  not  neglect  bearing  public  teftimony 
againft  them,  and  making  ufe  of  the  power 
vefted  in  me  by  the  conftitution,  to  prevent 
your  further  proceeding  in  the  fame  way." 

"51  to  «, 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY-SECOND: 

1774.-  ' 

Meeting   of  parliament.  —  King's  fpeech.  — 
Peace  eftabli/hment. —  Woodfall  and  Home 
brought  before  the  houfe  of  commons  for  a 
libel — and  difch  urged.  — Act  for  trying  the 
merits  of  controverted  elections  made  perpe- 
tual.—  Petition  from   Maffachuffef  s   Bay, 
heard  before  the  privy-council. — Franklin 
di  (mi  [fed  from  the  poji-office. — American  pa- 
pers   laid   before  parliament. — The   kings 
meffage.' — Bill  for  /hutting  Bofton  port. — 
Its  prog  re  ft  through  the  houfe  of  commons. 
-"Petition  from  the  Americans  re/ident  in 
London.  —  Oppo/ition  in  the  houfe  of  lords* 
—  Bill  for  regulating   the  government  of 
Maffachuffef s   Bay. — Proceedings    in   the 
houfe  of  commons.  —  Protefl   in   the  upper 
houfe.— -Bill  for  the  impartial  admin'ift ra- 
tion of  ju  ft  ice  in  America. — Oppofition  in 
the  lower  houfe.  —  Debates  a ?id protefl  in  the 
lords.-*- Second  petition  from  the  Americans 
in  London.  —  Motion  for  repeating  the  duty 
on    tea.  —  Burke's    famous    fpeech. — Lord 
Chatham's  fpeech   on  American   affairs. — 
Bill  for  the  government  of  Canada.  —  View 
of  the  bill — And  of  the  oppo/ition,  and  de- 
fence  in   both   houfes.  —  Petition  from   the 
Penn  family  —  And  from  the  Canada  mer- 
chants. —  Evidence  examined.  —  Petition  to 
the   king. — Mifcellaneous   acts   of  the   le- 
gislature.—  Cloj'e    of   the    feffwn. — King's 
fpeech. 
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CHAP.  npHE   extent  of  American   difturbances  was 
x^  not  fully  known  when  the  Britiih  parlia- 

ment atTembled.  The  king,  in  his  fpeeeh,  re- 
viewed the  ftate  of  the  continent,  and  antici- 
pated a  long  duration  of  peace:  he  recom- 
mended attention  to  internal  and  domeftic  im- 
provement, and  mentioned  the  deteriorated 
ftate  of  the  gold  coin,  as  an  object  claiming 
peculiar  exertions.  The  addrefswas  carried  in 
both  houfes  without  divifion  or  debate. 

The  early  part  of  the  feffion  was  employed 
in  fixing  the  number  of  feamen  and  foldiers 
on  the  peace  eftablimment;  on  Sawbridge's  an- 
nual motion  for  fhortening  the  duration  of  par- 
liament ;  and  on  Sir  George  Savile's  fnnilar  ef- 
fort to  procure  a  bill,  for  fecuring  the  rights 
of  electors,  and  for  declaring  the  proceedings 
relative  to  the  Middlefex  election  illegal ;  both 
which  were  rejected. 

Some  attention  was  alfo  excited  by  the  pro- 
ceeding againft  H.  S.  Woodfall,  printer  of  the 
Public  Advertifer,  and  the  Rev.  John  Home, 
for  a  libel  on  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com-* 
mons,  charging  him  with  injuftice  and  par- 
tiality. Sir  Fletcher  Norton  complained  to  the 
houfe,  and  having  obtained  the  testimony  of 
Sawbridge,  who  knew  the  progrefs  of  the  affair, 
in  favour  of  his  reclitude,  declared  himfelf  fa- 
tisfied,  and  expretTed  contempt  of  the  imputa- 
tions of  faction. 

Mr.  Herbert  conceiving  the  dignity  of 
parliament  would  be  degraded,  if  a  matter  of 
Fuch  importance  paifed  with  impunity,  moved 
For  bringing  the  printer  before  the  houfe.  Sir 
Jofeph  Mawbey  thought  the  intention  of  the 
libeller  Mas  to  injure  the  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
fend  create  a  variance  between  the  kino-  and  the 
city,  and  therefore  wiilied  the  houfe  to  abftain 
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from  noticing  the  libel,  and  referred  the  fpeaker  chap. 
to  the  courts  of  law  for  redrefs.  Mr.  Fox  vJ^lL* 
agreeing  with  Sir  Jofeph,  refpeding  the  views  *774- 
of  the  writer,  differed  in  his  conclufions.  The 
letter  was  full  of  fuch  flagrant  falfehoods,  that 
no  man  of  fenfe  could  place  belief  in  it;  but, 
was  any  member,  much  more  the  fpeaker,  to  be 
fo  grofsly  libelled,  and  obliged  to  defcend  to  a 
law-fuit?  No!  he  hoped  they  would  always 
maintain  their  prerogative,  and  protect  them- 
felves  ;  for  it  would  be  no  lefs  abiurd  for  them 
to  appeal  to  an  inferior  court,  than  for  the  court 
of  king's  bench  to  apply  for  protection  to  the 
court  of  common  pleas.  The  confequences 
arifino;  from  the  motion  were  dreaded,  becaufe 
the  lenity  formerly  ihewn  had  led  printers  to 
conceive  themfelves  entitled  to  libel  any  mem- 
ber,  and  if  fuffered  to  proceed,  they  would  next 
claim,  as  a  privilege,  the  right  of  libelling  whom, 
they  pleafed.  After  a  debate  of  fome  length, 
in  which  a  refiftance  to  tbe  order  of  the  houfe, 
by  fome  alderman,  ambitious  of  popularity,  was 
anticipated,  and  the  futility  of  the  claim  of  the 
city  to  obftruCt  the  execution  of  the  fpeaker's 
warrant,  fully  eftablilhed,  the  paper  was  unani- 
moufly  voted  a  libel,  and  the  printer  ordered  to 
attend. 

Wo ol) fall  obey ed  without  hefitation,  and,  14-th Feb. 
on  his  interrogatory,  declared  the  Rev.  John 
Home  author  of  the  obnoxious  paper.  A 
ftrenuous  debate  enfued,  in  which  lord  North 
propofed  committing  the  printer  to  the  Gate- 
houfe,  and  Mr.  Fox  recommended  Newgate; 
but  he  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  cultody  by 
the  ferjeant-at-arms.  After  fome  demurs,  re- 
lative to  the  fummons,  Mr.  Home  was  brought  17th* 
before  the  houfe.  He  extricated  himfelf  from 
the  accusation  with  great  dexterity  :    having 

■attempted 
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attempted  to  remove  the  imputation  of  contu- 
macy, he  inquired  whether  Woodfall's  declara- 
tions were  to  be  taken  as  evidence,  or  as  the 
charge  a«-ainli;  him;  after  fome  hefilation,  he 
was  told,  they  constituted  the  charge,  and 
pleaded,  as  in  any  other  court,  not  guilty.  The 
houfe  was  embarraifed:  Woodfall  was  ao-ain 
called,  and  confronted  with  Home;  but  as  he 
was  implicated  in  the  guilt  of  the  publication, 
his  teftimony  was  deemed  infufficient  to  war- 
rant conviction.  Three  of  Woodfall's  journey- 
men afterwards  attended;  they  failed,  however, 
in  proving  the  accufation,  and  Mr.  Home  was 
difcharged. 

Sir  Edward  Stanley,  anticipating  a  ge- 
neral election,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  to  render  perpetual  the  lav/,  introduced 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  late  George  Gren- 
ville,  for  trying  controverted  elections  by  com- 
mittees. The  motion  produced  an  animated 
debate,  in  which  the  queftion  was  not  treated 
as  an  affair  of  party,  but  difculTed  freely  on  the 
merits.  The  principal  objections  againft  ren- 
dering the  act  perpetual,  were,  the  approach  of 

which  would  afford  oppor- 
more  decided  experiments 
of  its  benefits;  and  the  impropriety  of  the 
houfe  furrendei'ing  its  own  privileges.  In  an- 
fwer  to  the  firft,  it  was  itated,  that  five  in- 
ftances  had  already  occurred,  and  not  one  trial 
had  been  improperly  decided.  Dunning  hu- 
mouroufly  apologised  for  Supporting  the  mo- 
tion:  "  No  perfon,"  he  laid,  "  had  a  jufter 
"  right  to  relift  the  bill  than  himfelf,  it  had 
done  him  great  injury;  for,  iince  the  acl,  not 
one  trial  had  come  into  Wefhninfter-hall; 
and,  he  was  confident,  were  it  made  per- 
petual, there  never  would  be  one."     In  an- 
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twet  to  the  argument  againft  the  resignation  of  chap. 
privileges,  the  improper  means  ufed  to  influ-   J^J^ 
ence  members  in  former  times,  were  derailed      177^ 
by  lord  George  Germaine.   "  The  parties  ufed," 
he  faid,   "  to  apply  to  one  fet  of  the  houfe  to 
"  be  their  managers,  another  let  to  give  their 
"  attendance  and  intereft;  to  a  third  fet,  with 
"  whom  they  were  intimate,  they  would  apply 
"  for  their  vote;  and,  to  the  lazy  part  of  the 
"  houfe,  they  would  fay,  We  won't  trouble  you 
to  attend  "the  dry  examination  of  witneflcs; 
only  let  us   know  where  you   will  be,  and 
when  the  queftion  is  going  to  be  put,  we'll 
fend  you  a  card."   The  motion  was  at  length 
carried,1  and  the  bill  pafied.b 

a  25O  tO   122. 

b  The  merits  of  this  celebrated  law,  are  thus  elegantly  defcribedby 
Dr.  Johnfon  :    "  The  new  mode  of  trying  elections,  if  it  be  found 
"  effectual,  will  diffule  its  conlequences  further  than  feems  yet  to  be 
"  forefeen.     It  is,  I  believe,  generally  confidered  as   advantageous 
M  only  to  thofe  who  claim  feats  in  parliament ;   but,  if  to  chufe  re- 
«•  prefentatives  be  one  of  the  molt  valuable  rights  of  Englishmen, 
"  every  voter    muft  confider  that  law  as  adding  to  his  happinefs, 
*•  which  makes  his  furFiage  efficacious  ;   fince  it  was  in  vain  to  chufe, 
•«  while  the  election  could  be  controuied  by  any  other  power.    With 
**  what  imperious  conumpt  of  ancient  rights,  and  what  audaciouf- 
"  nefs  of  arbitrary  autlr  :  ity,   former  parliaments  have  judged  the 
tl  Jifputes  about  elections,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  relate.     The  claim 
"  of  a  candidate,  and  the  right  of  electors,  are  laid  icarcely  to  have 
'*  been,  even  in  appearance,  referred  to  conference;  but  to  have  been 
"  decided  by  party,  by  pallion.  by  prejudice,  or  by  frolic.     To  have 
"  friends  in  the  borough  was  of  little  ufe  to  him  who  wanted  friends 
"  in  the  houfe  ;  a  pretence  was  eafdy  found  to  evade  a  majority,  and 
f«  the  feat  was  at  lalt  his,  that  was  chofen  not  by  his  electors,  but  his 
,(  fellow  fenators.    Thus  the  nation  was  infulted  with  a  mock  elec- 
•'  tion,   and   the  parliament  was  filled  with  fpurious  repn. Tentative? ; 
M  one  of  the  molt  important  claims,  that  ot  a  right  to  lit  in  the  fu- 
"  preme  council  of  the  kingdom,  was  debated  in  jelt,   and  no  man 
"  could  be  confident  of  fuccefs  from  the  jultice  of  his  caufe.     A  dif- 
"  puted  election   is   now  tried  with  the  lame  fcrupuloufnefs  and  fb- 
•"  lemnity  as  any  ether  title.     The  candidate  that  has  deferved  well 
*•  of  his  neighbours,   may  now  be  certain  ot   enjoying  the  effect  of 
"  their  approbation  ;  and   the  elector  who   has   voted   honeftly  for 
"  known  merit,  may  be  certain  that  he  has  not  voted  in  vain."     See 
The  Patriot,  Johnfon's  Works. 

Meanwhile 
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chap.  Meanwhile  the  miniftry  received  full  iiv- 
,^3^1^  telligence  of  the  late  tranfaclions  in  America, 
J7?4.  and  were  preparing  to  fubmit  to  parliament, 
ft^m  Maf-  mea^-ires  of  correction  and  prevention.  The 
fichuffet's  petition  from  the  legislature  of  Malfachuffet's 
Bay  heard    )3ay  was  heard  before  the  privy  council ;  Dr. 

before  the  **'  ■•■««/»         • 

privy-        Franklin,  as  agent  for  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
co«ncii.      tives,   was  examined   as  a  witnefs,  and  fully 
3.9*  Jan.    avowecj  i^jg  own  flagitious  conduct  in  obtaining 
and  publishing  the  letters  which  had  excited  ft> 
much  rancour,    Wedderburne,  who  attended  as 
council  for  the  governor,  delivered  an  animat- 
ed and  eloquent  oration  againll  the  conduct 
of  Franklin;  the  petition  was  declared  ground- 
Franklin  Is  lefs,  vexatious,  and  fcandalous,   and  Franklin 
deprived  of  deprived   of  his  office  of  deputy  poft-mailer 
■»  °  ce-    general  for  the  colonies.0 

c  Franklin  himfelf  fpeaks  of  the  tranfaclions  in  the  following 
terms :  "  This  petition  was  heard  before  a  committee  of  the  lord's 
**  of  the  privy-council,  where  an  illiberal  lawyer  was  hired  and  per- 
"  mitted  to  abufe  the  petitioners,  and  their  agent,  in  the  groflefr. 
**  terms  fcurrility  could  invent;  and  the  lords  reported,  that  the 
•*  petition  was  groundlefj,  vexatious,  and  fcandalous,  and  calcu- 
*'  lated  only  for  the  feditious  purpofes  of  keeping  up  a  fpirit  of 
"  clamour  and  difcontent  in  the  province.  That  nothing  had  been 
*e  laid  before  them  which  did,  or  could  in  their  opinion,  in  any 
**  manner,  or  in  any  degree,  impeach  the  honour,  integrity,  or  con- 
**  duel,  of  the  governor  or  lieutenant-governor/'  Before  this  dif- 
cuffion  in  the  privy- council,  Franklin,  in  confequence  of  a  due! 
between  Mr.  Whately  a  banker,  brother  of  the  late  fecretary  to 
the  treafury,  and  Mr.  Temple,  lieutenant-governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, avowed  himfelf  alone  to  be  the  perfon  who  obtained  the  letters, 
and  tranfmitted  them  to  Bofton.  See  Annual  Regiller,  1773,  p.  152. 
After  the  'ecifion  of  the  privy-  council,  the  effigies  of  Wedderburne 
and  Hutchinlbn  were,  by  the  populace  of  Bofton,  placed  in  a  cart, 
with  rancorous  and  fcurrilous  libels,  and  after  being  expofed  feveral 
hours,  hung  and  burned.  I  was  in  hopes  of  obtaining  an  au- 
thentic minute  of  Wedderburne's  celebrated  fpeech,  of  which,  lam 
afi'ured,  no  correct  outline  has  yet  been  given  to  the  public;  but,  for 
the  prtfent,  I  am  difippointed  ;  all  I  have  been  able  to  learn  is,  that 
the  eloquent  and  indignant  advocate  applied  to  Franklin  the  lines 
from  Juvenal, 

«  #  *  #  #  Sed  qao  cecidit  fub  crimine  ?  Quifnam, 
"  Delator?  Quibus  indiciis  ?  Quo  telle  probabit  ? 
"  Nil  horum  •verbeja-tl  grandis  epijlola  "oenrt. 
«  It  would  be  an  eternal  Sigma,"  he   added,  »  on  the  name  of 
**  Franklin,  to  call  him  a  man  of  letters." 

The 
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Th e  information  from  America  excited  con-  chap. 

(iderable  alarm    and  eagernefs  in  the  public,  xxil 

when  lord  North,  having  previouflv  intimated  1774- 

his  intentions,    fubmitted   to   parliament  the  Amei"«a» 

•  i        i  c-  •  /•  n-ii  papers  laid 

papers  relative  to  the  deltruction  ot  tea.      1  hey  before  par- 
were  introduced  bv  a  mefiasje  from  the  throne,  ll3,m5^T- 

■*  4-th  Nlar« 

ftating  that  unwarrantable  and  outrageous  pro-  7tj,. 
ceedings,  obftructing  the  national  commerce,  King-s 
and  fubver five  of  tlje  conftitution,  having  been  me  ** 
adopted  in  North  America,  and  particularly  at 
Bofton,  the  king  thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole 
matter  before  parliament;   confiding  in  their 
zeal  for  his  authority,  and  attachment  to  the 
welfare   of    all    his   dominions,    for    effectual 
powers  to  put  an  immediate  ftop  to  thofe  dif- 
orders ;  and   for  further  regulations,  and   per- 
manent proviiions,  for  better  fecuring  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws,  and  the  juft  dependence  of 
the  colonies  on  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
Great   Britain.       Loyal  and    afrc&ionate  ad-  Ixtiu 
drelfes  wercunanimoufly  returned. 

The  documents  prefented  to  parliament  were 
ample,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  in  num- 
ber, confining  of  copies  and  extracts  of  letters 
from  the  different  magistrates  and  officers  in 
America,  the  votes  and  refolutions  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Bofton,  and  other  interefting  com- 
munications.    Lord  North  founded  on  them  a  Bill  for 
motion  for  a  bill  to  remove  the  revenue  officers  Hunting 
from  Bofton,  and  to  difcontinue  the  landing  £°*on 
and  (hipping  of  merchandize  at  the  town  or 
within  the  harbour. 

In  recommending  this  meafure,  the  minifter  Lord 
aflerted,  that  theprefent  diforders  were  intirely  North's 
occafioned  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton :   our  pet 
commerce  could  not  be  fecure  while  it  remain- 
ed in  that  harbour,   where  the  officers  of  the 
cuitorns  had  beeu  thrice  prevented  from  doing 

their 
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chap,  their  duty  ;  and  ftated  the  neceffity  of  finding 
j<xil  f01ji6  other  port,  where  the  laws  could  afford 
1774.  full  protection.  Anticipating  an  objection  that, 
in  a  meaiure  fo  general,  fome  innocent  perfons 
would  fuffer  with  the  guilty ;  he  laid,  where  the 
authority  of  a  town  had  been,  as  it  were,  afleep 
and  inactive,  it  was  no  new  thing  for  the  whole 
town  to  be  fined;  he  in  danced  the  city  of 
London,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II. 
when  Dr.  Lamb  was  killed  by  unknown  per- 
fons ;  the  cafe  of  Edinburgh,  in  captain  Por- 
teus's  affair ;  and  Glafgow,  where  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Campbell  was  pulled  down,  and  part  of 
the  revenue  of  that  town  was  fequeftered  for 
the  purpofe  of  indemnity.  Bofton,  he  obferved, 
did  not  ftand  in  fo  fair  a  light  as  either  of  thefe 
places,  for  it  had  been  upwards  of  feven  years 
in  riot  and  confufion.  He  then  detailed  the 
proceeding  with  refpect  to  the  tea  mips,  and 
denounced  it  as  a  moft  violent  outrage,  by  peo- 
ple who  could  not,  in  any  ihape,  claim"  more 
than  the  natural  privilege  of  trading  with 
their  fellow  fubjccls.  The  violence  ofBofton 
had  influenced  the  reft  of  the  continent-  Bof- 
ton was  alone  to  blame,  and  iliould  alone  be 
the  object  of  punifnment.  A  claufe  in  the  bill 
would  prevent  the  crown  from  re-eftablifh- 
ing  the  harbour,  till  full  fatisfa&ion  was  made 
to  the  Eaft  India  Company  for  the  lofs  of  their 
tea ;  and  this,  not  as  a  tax,  but  by  requifition. 
He  ihould  be  happy  that  the  promoters  of  the 
difturbances  were  difcovered,  and  compelled 
to  make  reparation;  but  as  they  were  unknown 
in  England,  Bofton  would,  no  doubt,  endea- 
vour to  difcover  them,  or  pais  acts  of  their 
own  ailembly,  to  levy  the  money  in  the  moft 
equitable  manner.  He  always  "regretted  the 
neceflity  of  punifliment,  and  therefore  hoped 
9  for 
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for  that  unanimity  which  would  give  fnength  chap, 
to  the  meafure.    'He  tr Lifted  ail  would  agree   JJjJJJ). 
with  him,    peers,    members,    and    merchants,      1774- 
arid  unanimouily  animadvert  upon  luch  parts 
of  America  as  denied  the   authority   of  this 
country.     We  muft  punifh,   controul,  or  yield 
to  them. 

Some  (light opposition  was  made,  principally  Oppofed 
by  Mr.  Dowdefwell,  who  inquired  for  evidence  jg^^ 
of  general  concurrence  in  the  inhabitants  of  weii. 
Bolton;  he  faid,  the  examples  of  puniihment 
which  had  been  mentioned  were  not  fimilar 
to  the  prefent  cafe;  the  obligation  on  the  coun- 
ties to  compenfate  for  loifes  between  fun  and 
fun,  was  an  ancient  regulation  not  enacted  for 
a  particular  purpofe  ;  but  this  would  be  an  ev 
poft  facto  law.  The  cafe  of  a  corporation  was 
alfo  different;  they  chofe  their  own  officers, 
while  the  magiftrates  of  Bofton  were  elected  by 
the  province  at  large.  Would  the  houfe  con- 
demn without  evidence,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
parties  ?  The  motion  was,  however,  fupported 
by  fome  oppofitiori  members,  and  carried  with- 
out a  diviiion. 

The  bill   was  twice   read,    and   committed  igthand 
without  oppofition  ;  but,  in  the  committee,  the  *lftMar- 
lord  mayor,  Mr.  Bull,  prefented  a  petition  from  petition  of 
feveral  natives  of  North  America  reiident  in  American.; 
London.     They  claimed,  as  as  inviolable   rule  in   on  on' 
of  natural  juftice,  that  no  man  ihould  be  con- 
demned, without  being  called  upon  to  anfwer, 
to  hear  evidence,  and   make,  a  defence.     But 
under  the  intended  bill,  no  individual  or  cor- 
porate body  in  America,  could  enjoy  fecurity : 
for  ihould  judgment  immediately  follow  an  ac- 
cufation,  fupported  even  by  perfons  notoriouily 
at  enmity  with  them,  the  accufed,  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  charge,  and  from  the  nature  of 

their 
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chap,  their  fituation  incapable  of  defending  them- 
x^lL  felves,  every  fence  would  be  pulled  down,  juf- 
1774.  tice  no  longer  be  their  ihield,  nor  innocence  an 
exemption  from  nuniihment.  The  petitioners 
hardily  atTerted  that  juftice  was  executed  by 
law  with  as  much  impartiality  in  America,  as 
in  any  other  part  of  his  majefty's  dominions ; 
diuingniihed  between  the  cafc  of  Bofton,  and 
thofe  of  London  and  Edinburgh,  mentioned  in 
lord  North's  fpeech  ;  and  attempted  to  fix  the 
blame  of  the  tumults  on  the  governor,  who  had 
omitted  to  reitrain  them  by  means  of  the  exe- 
cutive force.  They  declared,  a  proceeding  of 
fuch  exceffive  rigour  and  injultice  would  link 
deep  in  the  minds  of  their  countrymen,  and 
tend  to  alienate  their  affections.  The  attach- 
ment of  America,  they  faid,  cannot  furvive  the 
juftice  of  Great  Britain;  and  if  the  Americans 
fee  a  new  mode  of  trial  eftablimed  for  them, 
which  violates  the  facred  principles  of  natural 
juftice,  it  may  be  productive  of  national  dif- 
trull,  and  extinguiih  thofe  filial  feelings  of  re* 
fpe6t  and  affection  which  nave  hitherto  attach- 
ed them  to  the  parent  ftate. 
Amend-  After  the  reading  of  this  petition,  Mr.  Rofe 

wept mov-  puner  moved  an  amendment,  mitigating  the 
rigour  of  the  original  propofal  into  a  fine.  The 
Boftonians,  he  faid,  would  refufe  to  remit  money 
to  pay  their  debts;  and  numerous  confedera- 
cies would  be  created ;  the  bill  could  not  be 
carried  into  execution  without  a  military  force: 
if  a  fmall  number  of  men  were  employed,  the 
Bofton  militia  would  cut  them  to  pieces;  and  if 
a  large  number,  the  Americans  would  feduce 
them. 
Oppofed  The  propofition  of  a  fine  was  oppofed   as 

by  lord       tending   to  increafe   the  difficulty,    and  lord 
Non\u       North  laid,  though  he  was  no  enemy  to  lenient^ 

proceedings^ 
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proceedings,  he  found  refolutions  of  cenfure  crap. 
and  warning  unavailing,  and  coercive  meafures 


neceflary.  "  Now  is  the  time,"  he  faid,  "  to  ^iv* 
"  perfift,  to  defy  them,  to  proceed  with  refolu- 
"  tion,  and  without  fear.  This  bill  mould 
'*  convince  all  America  of  our  firmnefs  and 
"  vigour;  hut  that  conviction  would  be  loft  did 
"  they  perceive  in  our  councils,  hesitation  and 
"  doubt."  In  anfwer  to  the  fuo-seftibn  that 
the  Americans  would  withhold  the  payment  of 
their  debts  to  Britifh  merchants,  he  faid,  they 
ufed  fimilar  threats,  unlefs  the  ftamp  a6l  were 
repealed,  but  though  they  obtained  that  point, 
they  did  not  pay  their  debts,  and  he  believed 
their  conduct  would  be  the  fame  on  this  ocea- 
fion.  If  parliament  were  to  be  influenced  by 
iuch  threats,  all  remedies  would  become  nuga- 
tory, and  the  propofed  fine  could  be  as  effec- 
tually refitted  as  the  operation  of  the  bill.  He 
denied  that  a  military  force  would  be  neceflary 
to  enforce  the  act,  as  four  or  five  frigates  would 
fuffice ;  but  were  it  neceflary,  he  ihould  not 
hefitate  to  compel  due  fubmiffion  to  the  laws. 
"  If  their  difobedience  to  this  act,"  he  con- 
tinued, "  is  to  produce  rebellion,  that  cdnfe- 
quence  belongs  to  them,  not  to  us ;  they 
alone  occalion  it ;  we  are  only  refponfible 
for  the  equity  of  our  meafures ;  firmnefs,, 
juftice,  and  refolution  alone  can  fecure 
obedience  and  refpect  to  the  laws,  and  fe- 
"  curity  to  trade." 

The  debate  was  maintained  with  conficler- 
able  ability,  and  at  much  length;  the  princi- 
pal fpeakers  in  favour  of  lord  North's  meafure, 
were  Meflrs.  Gafcoigne,  Montagu,  Stanley, 
Ward,  Jenkinfon,  and  general  Conway.  On 
the  other  fide  were  Mr.  Byng  and  Mr.  Demp- 
fter.    The  neceffity  of  ihewing  refentment  bv  ,,J'™ 

J  o  J     merit  it> 

vol.11,  h  puniihment  jefto^, 
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CH.<ir,    piiniihmcnt   being,    however,    generally    ad- 

v^^li     mitted,  and  the  difference  arifing  only  as   to 

1 77+-      the  mode;  the  committee  adopted  the  propofal 

originally  fuggefted,  without  alteration. 

•sthMMv      qv  ti{e  third  reading,  Fox,  for  the  firfttime, 

Opposition  .    .  /•!■•'..  i  -ii 

onthethird  appeared  in  oppoiition,  and  particularly  cen- 
reading.  fured  the  claule  which -vetted  in  the  crown  the 
power  of  reftoring  the  port.  It  confided  to  the 
crown  that  authority  with  which  parliament 
was  afraid  to  truft  itfelf.  The  quarrel  was 
with  parliament,  and  parliament  was  the  pro- 
per power  to  end  it.  He  was  anfwercd  by  Mr. 
Phipps,  who  ihewed  the  propriety  of  continu- 
ing to  the  crown,  that  which  had  always  been 
its  attribute,  mercy  :  nor  could  the  reftoration 
of  the  port  be  fo  well  vefted  in  the  legiflature, 
for  parliament  might  happen  not  to  be  fitting 
at  the  moment  when  the  exercife  of  lenity  be- 
came proper. 

The  debate  affirmed,  for  a  moment,  a  new* 
colour  from  the  intemperance  of  Mr.  Van, 
who,  defcanting  on  the  flagitioufnefs  of  the 
offence  committed  by  the  people  of  Bolton, 
faid,  their  town  ought  to  be  knocked  about 
their  cars  and  deftroyed.  "  Delenda  eft  Car- 
thago  /"  he  exclaimed  :  "  you  will  never  ob- 
tain proper  obedience  to  the  laws,  until  you 
u  have  deftroyed  that  neft  of  locufts." 

This    exceffive  vindictivenefs    called    up 

colonel  Bane,   who  earneftly  deprecated  fuck 

language :  he  expreffed  approbation  of  the  bill, 

though  he  feared  it  was  intended  to- involve  the ' 

fatal  doctrine  of  taxation.      "  I  have   not  a 

doubt,"  he  faid,    "  but  a  very  fmall  part  of 

our  ftrength  will  at  any  time  overpower  the 

Americans.     I  think  this  bill  moderate;  but 

I  augur  that  the  next  proportion  will  be  a 

black  one.  You  have  not  a  loom,  nor  an  anvil, 

s  "  but 
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*  but  what  is  ftamped  with  America;  it  is  the  chap, 
"  main  prop  of  your  trade.1'  JS,1* 

The  claufes  objected  to  were  acquiefeed  in     *n* 
without  a  divifion,  and  the  fpeaker  put  the 
queftion  forpaffingthe  bill. 

Mr.  Fox  then  revived  his  objections,  in  or- 
der, he  faid,  to  mew  on  the  journals  that  fome 
member  had  refilled  thole  claufes. 

Mr.  Dowdeswell  oppofed  the  whole  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill;  cenfured  the  celerity  of 
pafiing  it,  which  prevented  the  tendering-  of 
petitions  from  the  manufacturers,  whole  in- 
terefts  it  would  affect ;  blamed  the  fele6tion  of 
Bolton  for  fignal  vengeance,  when  many  other 
places  had  been  equally  culpable,  and  con- 
fidered  the  meafure  more  likely  to  injure  the 
merchants  of  England,  than  the  delinquents  in 
America. 

Burke  derided  the  notion  of  a  local  re- 
medy for  a  general  diforder.  One  town  in 
profcription,  the  reft  in  rebellion,  can  never  be 
a   remedial   meafure  for    general  d ift urban  ce. 

Have  you  confidered,"  he  faid,  "  whether  you 

have  troops  and  mips  fufticient  to  enforce  an 
"  univerfal  profcription  to  the  trade  of  the  whole 
"  continent  of  America?  If  you  have  not,  the 
"  attempt  is  childilh,  and  the  operation  fruit- 
"  lefs."  He  blamed  Hutchinfon  for  not  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  the  afiiftance  of  the  military, 
who,  it  appeared  from  the  papers  on  the  table, 
could  have  quelled  the  riot,  though  not  with- 
out killing  many  innocent  people  :  the  fault  of 
the  governor  ought  not  to  be  the  means  of 
puniiliment  on  the  innocent.  Univerfal  dif- 
content  prevailed  throughout  America,  he  faid, 
from  an  internal  bad  government.  He  wiihed 
to  fee  a  new  plan  of  legiilation  in  that  country, 
not  founded  on  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  Great 

h  £  Britain, 


f©0  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

(5hap.    Britain,  but  on  the  vital  principles  of  Engliiii 
*x"-     liberty. 

177+.  Burke  tras  anfwered  by  Mr.  Grey  Cooper, 

who  exprevfed  furprize  and  lbrrow  at  bearing 
him  upbraid  government  for  not  ufing  military 
force.  "  It  has  been  fold,"  he  continued, 
"  that  the  Americans  cannot  be  heard  in  their 
"■  own  defence  before  this  meaf Lire  takes  effect 
"  "Look  at  the  papers  on  the  table,  where  you 
"  ice  the  rcfolutions  of  their  public  meetings, 
"  ordered  to  be  tranfmitted  for  our  informal 
"  tion."  After  fuch  a  defiance,  could  thev  be 
expected  to  appear  at  the  bar,  and  defend 
themfelves -by  thpfe  laws  which  they  exprefsly 
ifed  to  obey?  lie  compared  the  mode  of 
punifliment  to  the  black  acf,  where  the  whole 
hundred,  although  not  prefent,  is  fined  for  the 
mifconduct  of  individuals.  The  bill  was  fram- 
ed for  the  protection  of  trade ;  it  was  a  mild 
meafure,  and  if  oppofed  in  America,  the  reful! 
would  make  the  puniihment. 

Alderman  Sawbridge  alfo  oppofed  the 
bill,  and  governor  Johnftone  predicted  that  it- 
would  occafion  a  general  confederacy  to  refill 
the  power  of  Great  Britain:  it  would  be  no 
more  prejudicial  and  abfurd  to  prevent  the  in- 
habitants of  Middlefex  from  rowing  corn,  than 
to  hinder  the  town  of  Bofton,  from  reaping 
profit  from  their  trade  and  merchandize. 

Lord  North  ably  vindicated  his  meafures, 
as  being  founded  in  juftice,  and  the  m oft  eligi- 
ble under  all  circumftances ;  he  oppofed  the 
fnggeftion  that  a  foreign- enemy  would  take  ad- 
vantage of  our  eonteft  with  the  colonies,  by 
declaring  the  time  of  peace  to  be  the  only  period 
for  regulation,  and  the  prefent  time  the  crifis 
when  the  d  ought  to  be  decided. 

h-i:  The  bill  palled  without  a  diviiion. 

In; 
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In  the  houfe  of  lords  it  vvafc  actively  oppoied  chap. 
by  the  earl  of  Shelbume,  who  prefented  a  peti-    3?^> 
•tion  from  the  natives  of  America  refutent  in      t.774. 
London,  fnnilar  to  that  fubmitted  to  the  houfe  S^?5!!'3L 

'  in  me  nous 

of  commons.  of  lords. 

Lords  Mansfield,  Gower,  Lyttlefcon,  Wey- 
moLith,  and  Suffolk  fupported  the  bill,  which 
was  oppoied  by  the  dukes  of  Richmond  and 
Manchefter,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  and 
lords  Camden,  Shelbume,  and  Stair.  It  palled  3othMar. 
the  houfe  in  live  days,  and  no  proteft  was  en-  BlU  pal- 
tered on  the  journals/ 

On  introducing  the    Bofton  port  bill,  lord  Bill  for  re. 
North  faid  it  was  not  the  only  mcafure  he  in-  §,"LJJwo- 
tended  to  propofe  ;   other  parts  of  more  nice  mentor' 
difquifition  would  ftiil  remain  for  future  con-  j^,a  £C3hyuf* 
fideration.    Accordingly,  wbile  the  Bofton  port  aSthMar. 
bill  was  yet  depending  in  the  lords,  he  laid  be- 
fore the  lower  houfe,  in  a  committee,  the  plan 
of  a  law,   "  For  better  regulating  the  govern- 
"  ment  of  Maffachuuet's  Bay  " 

He  faid,  the  papers  would  render  indifput-  Lord 
able  the  want  of  an  executive  power  in  that  ! 
.country,  and  the  necefnty  of  itrengthening 
the  magiftracy ;  the  force  of  the  civil  power 
conn  fled  in  the  pojfo.  comitatus,  and  conlider- 
jngthat  poife  as  the  very  people  who  had  con  - 
initted  all  the  riots,  the  prefervatioh  of  the 

d  See  Hiftory   of  Lord  North's  Adminiitrtition,  p.    n<>.      Soon 
•after  the  a<  i   voted  01  prefentation  of  the  papers,  Mr. 

Bollan,  ageri  :  council  of  Manachuffet's  Bay,  prefented  to  the 

boufe  of  comn  i  petition,  which  was  received,  and  oruered  to  ne 

upon  the  t.ible.     Dinii  the  bill,  he  tendered  another 

petition,  in  the  fame  character,  b'.it  the  houie  lefufed  to  admit  it,  al- 
Jeginj,  that  the  ag<  n  ot  the  council  alone  was  not  competent  to  ap> 
pcar  for  ti.e  whole  tion.  This  refufal  was  warmly  cenlurel,  is 

i  in  inconfiftency  between  •  edings  ot  the  two  houfes, 

and  between  two  proceedings  of  the  fame  houfe,  and  it  w.is  laid,  as 
Cmil'ir  reafons  would  app'y  againft  -ill  the  American  agents,  the 
honfe  would  thus  cut  off  all  communication  bctw.-en  themfelves  nnd 
t.i. '.olonids  whom,  their a&s  molt  immediat  Sled. 

u  3  peace 
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chap,  peace  could  not  be  expected  from  them.  The 
v2?^  conflitutional  power  appeared  totally  defective. 
>77+-  If  the  democracy  ibewed  contempt  of  the 
laws,  the  governor  had  no  authority  to  appoint 
a  magiftrate  willing  to  enforce  them,  nor  to 
remove  one  who  would  not  act ;  that  power 
was  veiled  in  the  council,  whofe  dependence 
was  on  the  democratic  part  of  the  conflitution. 
If  the  governor  publifhed  a  proclamation,  there 
was  hardly  found  a  magiftrate  to  obey  it ;  nor 
could  he  iffue  any  order,  without  the  content 
of  feven  of  the  council ;  government  was  in  fo 
forlorn  a  lit  nation,  that  no  governor  could  en- 
force obedience  ;  nor,  with  fuch  a  want  of  civil 
authority,  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  military, 
however  numerous,  could  be  ferviceable.  To 
remedy  thefe  evils,  the  minifter  propofed  that 
the  governor  mould  act  as  a  juftice  of  peace, 
iriih  power  to  appoint  civil  officers,  fuch  as 
fheritls,  and  provoft-marmal,  (the  chief-juftice, 
and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  excepted),  im- 
moveable only  by  the  king,  under  his  fign 
manual,  and  upon  good  reprefentations  made 
in  England.  The  irregular  aifemblies,  or  town- 
meetings  held  in  Bolton,  were  no  longer  to  be 
convened  without  the  confent  of  the  governor, 
unlefs  for  the  annual  election  of  certain  officers, 
whom  it  is  their  province  to  choofe,  and  the  no- 
mination of  juries  required  regulation.  The 
minifter  profeffed  himfelf  open  to  difcuflion, 
and  inclined  to  reform  his  opinions  where  er- 
roneous; he  conceived  fome  immediate  and 
permanent  remedy  neceffary,  and  Submitted 
the  bill  as  tending  to  purge  the  conftitution  of 
MaffaclmiTjet's  Bay  of  all  its  crudities,  and  give 
flrength  and  fpirit  to  the  civil  magistracy,  and 
executive  power. 
AiT£R  a  few  unimportant  observations,  and 

aa 
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an  explanation  from  lord  North,  informing-  the   c  ha  P. 
houfe,  that  nothing-  in  the  hill  was  intended  to    ,3?ii/ 
affect  the  legiilative  power  of  either  the  council      l?7+. 
or  affembly,  lord  George  Germaine  exprefied  a  Lord 
willi  that  the  miniiter  had  made  his  feheme  George 
more  exteniive.     Pie  approved  the  abolition  of  ma[*t>s 
town-meetings,  and  declared  it  highly  improper  fuggeC- 
for  men  of  a  mercantile  call  to  aifemble  daily,  tlor,s- 
for  the  pnrpofe  of  debating  on  political  matters ; 
they  iliould  follow  their  occupations  as  mer- 
chants, and  not  confider  themfelves  as  minifters 
of  the  country.  He  recommended  that  the  coun- 
cil  of  Maffachuffet's   Bay  iliould  be  put  in  the 
fame  ftate  with  thofe  of  other  colonies:    the 
formation  of  juries  he  particularly  expoled,  a-s 
replete  with  abfiirdities;  the  grand  juries  were 
chofen  for  life,  with  a  yearly  falary.    The  petty 
juries  were  elected  annually  from  each  town; 
thus  offenders  ao-ainft  government  were  enabled 
to  enfure  immunity,  at  the  expence  of  law  and 
juftice.  Thefe  juries,  he  faid,  were  totally  differ- 
ent from  thofe  of  England,  and  required  great 
regulation.      He  wilhed  the  council  of  JVlufla- 
c  nutlet's  Bay  to  be  rendered  fimilar  to  the  hoiife 
of  lords ;  and  advifed  the  adoption  of  ilich  a  fyf- 
tem  as  would  obviate  the  neceffity  of  averting 
the  rights  of  parliament  by  words,   while  the 
colonies  denied  their  authority,  and  prevented 
the  execution  of  their  laws. 

Lord  North  complimented  lord  George 
Germaine's  proportions  as  the  offspring  of  a 
great  mind,  and  promifed  to  refervc  them  for 
the  conlideration  of  abilities  fuperior  to  his 
own;  the  charter,  he  faid,  ought  not  to  form 
an  obftacle  to  the  regulation  of  thofe  defects 
in  the  colonial  confutation  which  prevented 
the  reitoration  of.  tranquillity. 

Somjk  oppoiition  was  made  by  Mr.  Phipps, 

ji  4  and 
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chap,   and  bv  Pownall,  who  minutely  inveitigatedthe 
conititution  of  Maflachunet's  Bay,  where  he 


1774-  had  been  governor;  and  affirmed  the  Americans 
to  be  a  confeientious,  good,  religious,  peacea- 
ble people;  not  lefs  refpe&able  than  any  his 
majefty's  dominions  could  produce. 
i5thApri!.  After  the  Eafter  recefs,  the  minifter  pre- 
Debatjeson  fcnted  his  bill  to  the  houfe,  confiderably  altered 
from  the  original  outline:  the  nomination  of 
the  council  was  vefted  in  the  crown;  they  were 
to  have  no  negative  voice,  nor  were  the  lieute- 
n ant-governor  and  fecretary  to  be  members, 
imlefs  appointed  b}^  the  king.  The  general 
functions  of  the  council  remained  almoft  unal- 
tered, except  in  the  nomination  of  judicial  offi- 
cers. The  mode  of  choofing  juries  was  reformed 
according  to  lord  George  Germaine's  fuggef- 
tion ;  but  lord  North  acknowledged  this  to  be 
a  regulation  of  peculiar  delicacy,  which,  if  the 
houfe  required  it,  he  would  make  the  fubject  of 
a  feparate  law. 

The  principal  oppofition  at  the  introduction 
of  the  bill,  was  made  by  Mr.  Dowdefwell,  who 
fa  id  it  was  calculated  to  deftroy  the  charter  of 
MafTachuflet's  Bay.  The  Americans  had  la- 
boured with  unwearied  induftrv,  and  flourifhed 
for  near  fourfcore  years,  under  that  democra- 
tic charter;  they  had  increafe-d  their  porTeffions, 
and  improved  their  lands,  to  an  unexpected  de- 
gree; and  England  had  reaped  the  benefit  of 
their  labour:  yet  it  was  intended  to  abrogate 
that  very  charter  which  had  fo  long  fubiifted 
to  the  mutual  benefit  of  England  and  America. 
"  The  charter,"  he  faid,  *•  breathes  a  fpirit  of 
"  liberty,  fuperior  to  any  thing  either  of  the 
t*  former  or  prefent  times.  It  was  granted  in 
fi  king  William's  days,  and  is  more  adapted  to 
*•  tl.'  fpiriti  of  a  free  people,  than  any  that  can 

"  poflibly 
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ei  poffibly  be  framed  by  aminifter  in thefe times."  c  H  ap. 
Applying  the  metaphor  fo  frequently  ufed  of  a   J^JJy 
parent  and  child,  he  compared  the  conduct  of     1774- 
the  mother- country  to  thofe  perverfe  and  fple- 
netic    exertions    of   authority   in   parents,    by 
which  evil  difpofitions  in  their  offspring  are 
fermented,  and  lafting  animofities  implanted  in 
the  bofoms  of  both. 

Governor  Pownall  defcribed  feveral 
points  of  American  polity,  which  appeared  to  be 
mifunderfrood,  or  mifreprefented.  The  council 
were  elected  by  the  legiflature,  and  not  by  the 
people  at  large;  the  felect  men  were  funilar  to 
the  aldermen  in  Engliih  corporations.  Great 
inconvenience  would  anfe  from  the  fnfpenfion 
of  the  town-meetings  where  all  municipal  bu- 
finefs  was  tranfacted,  till  the  governor's  confent 
could  be  obtained,  as  the  towns  were,  in  many 
places,  three  hundred  miles  diftant  from  the 
capital. 

During  the  progre'fs  of  this,  and  another 
act,  the  oppoiition  incrcafed  in  fhength  and  re- 
folution.  On  the  fecond  reading,  a  frrenuous  2  2d  April, 
debate  took  place:  Sir  George  Savile  warmly 
deprecated  the  privation  of  charters,  without 
hearing  the  parties,  or  going  through  a  legal 
con  rib  of  evidence. 

He  was  anfwered  by  Wclborc  Ellis,  who  con- 
fidercd  chartered  rights  bv  no  means  fo  facred 
as  never  to  be  altered ;  the  prerogative  of  grant- 
ing them,  veiled  in  the  crown  for  the  «ood  of 
the  people;  if  the  legiflature  found  charters,  fo 
granted,  repugnant  to  public  utility,  they  had 
a  right  to  make  them  fit  and  convenient.  The 
legiflature  would  not  take  away  private  pro- 
perty without  a  full  recompence;  but  in  public 
Regulation,  they  were  entitled  to  correct,  con- 
trol,  or  deprive,    as  might  belt  fuit  the  public 

welfare. 
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chap,  welfare.  With  refpect  to  evidence,  he  deemed 
;v^J^  the  papers  on  the  table  amply  fufficient,  as  they 
1774.  proved  the  governor's  application  to  the  coun- 
cil for  advice,  their  neglect;  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  to  the  council  for  protection,  their 
contumacious  adjournment  for  ten  days,  while 
the  governor  was  unable  to  act  without  their 
opinion,  and  finally  their  reiblution,  declaring 
the  total  infufficieney  of  their  power.  This  was 
evidence  competent  to  ground  the  bill,  which 
had  no  further  object  than  to  remedy  two  de^ 
feels  ftated  by  themfelves:  a  form  of  govern- 
ment incapable  of  protecting  property  ought 
to  be  altered. 

General  Conway  obferved,  the  papers 
proved  nothing,  unlefs  the  allegations  of  the 
parties  inculpated  were  heard.  The  Americans 
had  only  acted  as  every  fubje6t  would  act  in  an 
arbitrary  ftate,  where  laws  were  impofed  againft 
their  will;  he  predicted  certain  misfortune,  and 
probable  ruin,  from  the  meafure  before  the 
houfe. 

Lord  North  mewed  the  abfurdity  of  post- 
poning the  affiftance  to  be  expected  by  the 
Subject,  for  a  whole  twelvemonth,  in  expecta- 
tion of  hearing  at  the  bar,  men,  who  having 
difclaimed  all  obedience  to  government,  would 
moil  probably  not  appear.  ""The  Americans," 
he  faid,  "  have  tarred  and  feathered  your  fub- 
jeets,  plundered  your  merchants,  burnt  your 
ihips,  denied  ail  obedience  to  your  laws  and 
authority;  yet  fo  clement,  and  fo  long  for- 
bearing has  been  our  conduct,  that  it  is  in- 
"  cumbent  on  us  now  to  take  a  different  courfe. 
"  Whatever  may  be  the  coufequenee,  we  muft 
"  ritk  fomething;  if  we  do  not,  all  is  over."' 
Mr.  Jenkinson,  on  the  iubject  of  chartered 
rights,  declared,  that  where  the  right  was  a 

high 


GEORGE     III.  107 

high  political  regulation,  parliament  was  not  chap. 
bound  to  hear  the  parties,   but  only  where  pri-    ,J^^, 
vate  property  was  concerned.     Long-continued      1774. 
oppofition  to  authority,  refufal  of  protection  to 
his  majelry's  fubjecfs,   and  difobedience  of  the 
laws  had  rendered  it  necenary,  either  to  forfake 
the  trade  with  America,  or  to  afford  it  due  pro~ 
teclion. 

Governor  Powxall,  declaring  that  he 
fpoke  for  the  laft  time  on  the  fubjecr,  uttered  a 
moft  extraordinary  prediction.  He  laid,  "  The 
"  meafure  you  are  purfuing  will  be  refifted, 
not  by  force,  or  the  effect  of  arms,  but  a  re- 
gular united  fyjiem.  I  told  this  houfe  four 
years  ago,  that  the  people  of  America  would 
reiift  the  tax,  *then  permitted  to  remain  on 
them — that  they  would  not  oppofe  power  to 
power,  but  they  would  become  implaea- 
"  ble.  Have  they  not  been  lb  from  that  time 
"  to  this  very  hour?  I  tell  you  now,  that  they 
"  will  rejiji  the  meafures  now  purfued,  in  a 
more  vigorous  way.  The  committees  oj  cor- 
refpondcnce  in  the  different  provinces  are  in 
ccnjlant  communication — they  do  not  truji 
i:i  the  conveyance  of  the  poft-office — they 
have  fet  up  a  conjiitutional  courier,  which 
"  will  foon  grow  up  to  the  fuper feeling  of  your 
"  po/i-offlce.  As  foon  as  intelligence  of  the fe 
"  affairs  reaches  them,  they  will  judge  it  nccef- 
"  fary  to  communicate  with  each  other.  It 
"  will  be  found  inconvenient  and  ineffectual  fo 
"  to  do-  by  letters — they  mujl  confer.  They 
"  will  hold  a  conference — and  to  what  the/c 
"  committees,  thus  met  in  congrefs,  will  grozv 
"  up,  I  will  not  fay.  Should  recourfe  be  had 
"  to  arms,  you  will  hear  of  other  officers  tban 
"  thole  appointed  by  your  governor.  Then, 
"  as  in  the  late  civil  wars  of  this  country,  it 
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chap.  '"'  will  be  of  little  confequence  to  difpute  who 
xxii.  "  were  the  aggreffors —  that  will  be  merely 
4774.      "  matter  of  opinion." 

After  fome  coriverfation  on  the  right  of 
taxing  America,  Sir  Richard  Sutton  clofed  the 
debate,  by  infilling  that  in  the  moil  quiet  times, 
the  difpofition  to  oppofe  the  lavs  of  this  coun- 
try was  ftrongly  ingrafted  in  the  Americans,, 
and  all  their  actions  conveyed  a  fpirit  and  wifli 
for  independence.  "  If  you  afk  an  Amei> 
"  can,"  he  faid,  "  who  is  his  mailer  ?  he  will 
"  tell  you,  he  has  none,  nor  any  governor,  but 
"  Jefus  Chrift."  The  oppofition  to  the  legif- 
jature  of  this  country,  is  a  determined  pre- 
poffefnon  of  the  idea  of  total  independence. 

s4May.  Ox  the  third  reading,  the  debate  was  no  lefs 

itrenuouny  maintained.  Dunning  took  along 
and  critical  review  of  the  proceedings  from 
the  beginning  of  the  feflion,  compared  the 
people  of  Mafiachuffet's  Bay  to  prifoners  who 
had  furrendered  at  difcretion,  and  denied  that 
any  proof  was  adduced,  or  even  alleged  on  the 
face  of  the  bill,  which  could  juftify  the  incul- 
pation of  treafon,  or  warrant  the  intended  fe- 
verity.  "  If  there  is  treafon,"  he  faid,  "  there 
"  are  traitors  ;  let  them  be  difcovered,  and 
"  brought  to  condign  punimment,"  He  en- 
tered into  a  long  diicumon  to  prove  the  char- 
ter of  Maffachuifet's  Bay  not  more  defective 
than  thofe  of  other  colonies,  and  deprecated 
the  meafure  before  the  houfe,  as  tending  to 
difunite  the  aii'eeiions  of  the  American  fub- 
jects  from  this  country;  and,  inftead  of  pro- 
moting peace,  order,  and  obedience,  to  pro- 
duce nothing  but  clamour,  diicontent,  and  re- 
bellion. 

The  right  of  parliament  to  tax  America  was 
ably  vindicated  by|Sir.  William  Meredith;  and 
Mr.  Stanley  viewed  hiftorically  the  rift  of  Ame- 
rica^ 
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yican  government,  and  mewed  bow  thofe  er-    chap; 
roneous   opinions  cf  independence  had  origi-     3Si* 


nated,  which  now  claimed  the  correction  of  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townshend,  though  an  op- 
position member,  Supported  the  bill  in  an  ho- 
nourable and  manly  fpeech.  He  declared  he 
fhoiild  confider  himfelf  the  loweft  wretch  on 
earth  if  he  fuffered  party  prejudices  to  fmother 
private  opinion.  Though  averfe  to  meddle 
with  charters,  he  thought  the  inconveniences 
arifing  from  the  town-meetings,  juftified  an 
amendment.  The  juries  were  properly  altered, 
according  to  the  conftitution  of  this  country. 

Colonel  Barre  ftrongly  reprobated  the 
violence  in  both  houfes:  in  the  lords  the  phrafe 
was,  We  kavepajfed  the  Rubicon  ;  in  the  com- 
mons, Delenda  eft  Carthago.  He  defcanted  on 
the  nouriihing  Irate  of  French  finances,  and 
argued  that  during  our  conteft  with  the  colo- 
nies  it  was  inipoinble  that  France  ihould  ab- 
ftain  from  interfering. 

Fox  denied  the  right  to  tax  America,  con- 
fidered  the  bill  as  one  of  pains  and  penalties, 
and  recommended  that  the  colonies  ihould  be 
governed  by  management,  rather  than  by 
force. 

Tiiurlow,  the  attorney-general,  declared, 
while  the  foveveignty  remained  in  this  coun- 
try, the  right  of  taxing  was  never  furren- 
dered.  The  charter  of  lUaffachuffct's  Bay  was 
a  matter  of  mere  legiflative  power;  and  no 
power  was  given  to  control  the  right  of  tax- 
ation by  Great  Britain. 

Burke  deprecated  meafures  offeverity,  and 
recommended  a  repeal  of  the  tax  on  tea  as  the 
means  of  reftoring  peace  and  quietnefs  ;  but  al- 
though  the  Americans    could   not   rcfift  the 

force 
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chap,   force   of  Great  Britain,  a  great  black-book, 
^SSj    aiu*  a  STeat  m;I1\y  red-coats,  could  not  govern  ; 

J77+.     they  wouid    make   difturbances   never   to    be 
quieted. 

Lord  North  farcaftically  deprecating  a  re- 
ference to  natural  rights,  denied  that  the 
bill  deftroyed any  civil  rights;  no  military  go- 
vernment was  eftabliihed ;  but  the  civil  go- 
vernment was  altered.  The  meafure  was  adopt- 
ed as  the  beft  at  prefent;  he  did  not  fay  it 
would  fucceed,  but  hoped  for  good  confe- 
quences ;  if  MaffachmTet's  Bay  was  to  be  Go- 
verned by  management,  no  other  meafure  ap- 
peared fo  feafible  ;  and  the  return  of  the  Ameri- 
cans to  their  duty  would  re-animate  the  kind- 
nefs  of  the  mother- country. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Sir  George  Sa- 
vile,  the  bill  paffed.e 
OppoHtion       jT   Was  vehemently   oppofed   in  the   upper 
ioifeof      houfe,  but  the  debates  are  not  preferved/      A 
lords.         proteft  in  feven  articles  was  figned  by  eleven 
Proteft!37'  Peers>s  alK^  fuppofed  to  contain  all  the   argu- 
ments of  the  minority.     Many  of  its  pofitions 
are  mere  recapitulations  of  arguments  already 
noticed  in  the  other  houfe,  on  the  forms  of  in- 
culpation, the  right  of  defence,  and  the  facred- 
nefs  of  charters.      The  precipitation  in  paffino- 
the  bill  was  cenfured,  becaufe  if  the  numerous 
land  and  marine  forces  employed,  could  not 

e  239  againft  64. 

f  The  impolicy  of  not  fuffering  debates  to  be  publimed  is  ftrongly 
evident  in  this  inftance.  The  proteft  on  the  journals,  and  an  able 
pamphlet,  by  Dr.  Shipley,  bifliop  of  St.  Afaph,  called  **  a  Speech  in- 
tended to  have  been  fpoken,"  convey  all  the  arguments  which  could 
be  urged  againft  the  meafures  of  government,  and  both  appear  with 
an  air  of  authority,  while  the  miniftry  left  their  proceedings  to  be 
defended  only  by  the  ordinary  means  of  the  prefsj  and  their  fuccefs 
in  the  houfe  was  converged  into  an  argument  of  the  impolicy  of  their 
meafures. 

B  The  divifion  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  was  92  to  20. 

maintain 
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maintain  order  in  the  province  till  their  char-  chap. 
ter  could  be  legally  tried,  no  regulation  in  that  Jl5^. 
bill,  or  in  any  other,  could  be  effectual;  and  the  s77+» 
mere  celerity  of  a  decifion  againft  the  charter 
would  not  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  people 
to  that  form  of  government  which  was  to  be 
eftabliihed  on  its  ruins.  The  mode  of  appoint- 
ing the  council,  and  nominating  the  judges  and 
sheriffs,  was  objected  to  as  means  of  tyranny, 
injuftice,  and  oppreffion.  The  lives  and  proper- 
ties of  the  fubject  were  fubjected  to  the  go- 
vernor and  council,  without  control;  and  the 
invaluable  right  of  trial  by  jury  turned  into  a 
fnare  for  the  people,  who  had  hitherto  looked 
upon  it  as  their  main  fecuiity  againft  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  power.  Finally,  the  bill  was  de- 
clared to  be  intended  for  the  fupport  of  an  un- 
advifed  fyftem  of  taxing  the  colonies*,  in  a  man- 
ner new  and  uniuitable  to  their  fituation  and 
conftitutional  circumftances.  The  free  grants 
of  the  American  ailemblies  would  be  far  more 
beneficial,  far  more  eafily  obtained,  lefs  opprei- 
five,  and  more  likely  to  be  lalting,  than  any  re- 
venue to  be  acquired  by  parliamentary  taxes, 
accompanied  by  a  total  alienation  of  the  affec- 
tions of  thofe  who  were  to  pay  them.  The 
contradi6tions  in  conduct  which  had  arifen 
hnce  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  act,  and  the  many 
weak,  injudiciousy  and  precipitate  fteps,  ac- 
companying that  conduct,  were  alleged  to 
have  kept  up  a  jealoufy  which  was  fubfidfng, 
revived  dangerous  queftions,  and  gradually 
eft  ranged  the  affections  of  the  colonies  from 
the  mother-country,  without  any  object  of  ad- 
vantage to  either.  To  render  the  colonies 
permanently  advantageous,  they  muft  be  fatif- 
fied  with  their  condition,  and  that  fatisfa&ion 
could  only  be  rei'toicd  by  recurring  to  the  wife 

and 
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chap,   and  falutary  principles  on  which  the  flam  p  acl 
xxii.     was  repealed. 

While  this  bill  was  pending,  lord  North 


queitioned  tor  any 
trationof     ct  tjfm  0f  tjie  jawSj    or  for  ^he  fuppreffion  of 

JU  lce*        "  riots  and  tumults  in  the  province  of  Mafia- 
"  chufibt's  Bay."     By  this  law  it  was  declared, 
if  any  perfon  were  indicted  in  that  province  for 
murder,  or  any  other  capital   offence,   and  it 
fhould  appear  to  the  governor,  by  information 
on  oath,  that  the  fact  was  committed  in  the 
exercife  or    aid  of  magiflracy,   in  fupprefhng 
tumults  and  riots,   and  that  a  fair  trial  could 
not  be  had  in  the  province,  he  mould  fend  the 
perfon  fo  indicted  to  any  other  colony,  or  to 
Great  Britain,  for  trial.     The  charges  on  both 
fides  to  be  borne  out  of  the  cuftoms  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  act  to   continue  in  force  four 
years. 
Oppofition  .    As  the  bill  for  regulating  the  government, 
andda,ates  aiK|  ^rdt  for  the  adminiftration  ofjuftice  in 
hoifeof      Mafiachuffet's  Bay  were  before  the  houfe  at  the 
commons.   fame  time,  the  arguments  of  a  general  nature 
frequently  applied  to  both,  and  the  oppofition 
was  uniformly  conducted. 

On  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill, 
lord  North  expreffed  his  hope  that  it  would 
effectually  fecure  the  province  from  future  dis- 
turbances. He  then  detailed  the  principal  re- 
gulations, and  propofed  it  as  the  laft  meafure  to 
be  taken  by  parliament,  after  which  vigilance 
and  firmnefs  in  his  majehVs  fervants  would 
alone  be  required. 

Colonel  Barre,  with  reluctance,  refilled 
a  meafure  in  its  infancy,  before  its  features 
were  well  formed,  but  blamed  himfelf  for  his 

previous 
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previous  moderation.     He  fupported  the  Bof- 
ton  Port  bill,  though  in  many  refpecls  cruel, 
unwarrantable,  and  unjiift;  it  was  a  bad  way  of 
doing  right,  yet  right  was  its  object,  and  he 
would  not,  by  oppdnng  it,  feemto  countenance 
the  violence  which  had  been  committed.     But 
this  proportion  was  fo  glaring;    fo  unprece- 
dented in  parliamentary  proceedings;  lb  un- 
warranted by  any  delay,  denial,  or  perverfion 
of  juftice  in  America;  fo  big  with  mifery  and 
opprcifion  to  that  country,  and  with  danger  to 
this,  that  he  wras  alarmed  and  roufed  to  oppofi- 
tion.     It  was  propofed  to  ftigmatize  a  whole 
people  as  perfecutors  of  innocence,  and  incapa- 
ble of  juftice;  yet  no  fmgle  fact  was  or  could 
be  produced  to  ground  that  imputation  :  the 
initances  oi'  captain  Prefton  and  Mr.  Otis,  were 
decidedly  adverfe  to  the  proportion.     Our  go- 
vernment, on  the  contrary,  had  been,  for  many 
years,  a  feries  of  irritating  and  offentive  mea- 
sures, without  policy,  principle,  or  moderation. 
"  Have  not  your  troops  and  your  mips,"  he  ex- 
claimed, "  made  a  vain  and  infulting  parade  in 
"  their  ftreets  and  in  their  harbours?  You  have 
"  ftudioufly  ftimulated  difcontent  into  difaffec- 
tion,  and  you  are  now  goading  that  difaffec- 
tion  into  rebellion.     Can  you  expect  to  be 
well  informed,  when  you  liften  only  to  parti- 
zans?  Can  you  expect  to  do  juftice,  when  yon 
"  will  not  hear  the  accufed?"  He  then  examin- 
ed, as  precedents,  the  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  ad .in    1745 — the  fubjecling  fmugglers 
to  trial  in  Middlefex,  and  the  Scotch  rebels  in 
England,  and  proved  them  all  incompetent  to 
fupport  the  meafure.     Proceeding  to  invefti- 
gate   the  military   character,    the   colonel   de- 
clared the  bill  a  prelude  to  infolence  and  out- 
rage, and  that  every  pallion  pernicious  to  fo- 
vol.  ii.  I  ciety 
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chap,  ciety  would  be  let  loole  upon  a  people  unaccuf- 
tomed  to  licentLouihefs  and  intemperance.     "  I 
-  have  been  bred  afoldier/'  he  obferved,  "have 
"  ferved     long,    refpe6fc    the    profeffion,  .  and 
w  live  in  the  ftricreit  habits  of  friendiliip  with 
"  many  officers:  but  no  country  gentleman  in 
"  the  houfe  looks  on  the  army  with  a  more 
"  jealous  eye,  or  would  more  itrenuoufly  refill 
"  the  fetting  them  above  the  controul  of  civil 
"  power.     No  man  is  to  be  trufted  in  fuch  a 
11  fituation.     It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  foldier, 
":  but  the  vice  of  human  nature,   which,    un- 
bridled by  law,  becomes  infolent  and  licen- 
tious, wantonly  violates  the  peace  of  fociety, 
and    tramples   upon    the   rights   of  human 
"  kind."     He  implored  the  houfe  not  to  pur- 
fue  meafures  tending  to  exafperate  the  Ameri- 
cans.   "  Alienate  your  colonies,,,  he  faid,  "  and 
**  you   will   fubvert  the  foundation   of   your 
"  riches  and  ftrength.     Let  the  banners  of  re- 
"  bellion  be  once  fpread  in  America,  and  you 
"  are  an  undone  people.    You  are  urging  this 
"  defperate,  this  deftructive  iflue.  You  are  urg- 
li  ing  it  with  fuch  violence,  and  by  meafures 
'*'  tending  lb  manifeitly  to  that  fatal  point,  that, 
(but  that  a  {late  of  madnefs  only  could  in- 
fpire  fuch  an  intention,)  it  would  appear  to 
be  your  deliberate  purpofe.    You  are  becom- 
ing the  aggreifors,  and  offering  the  laft  of 
"  human  outrages  to  the  people  of  America, 
"  by  fubjecling  them,  in  effect,  to  military  exe- 
"  cution.     I  know  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  your 
"  difciplined  troops  over  the  provincials;  but 
'"  beware  bow  you  fupply  the  want  of  difci- 
"  pline  by  defperation.    They  may  be  flattered 
'"  into  any  thing,   but  they  are  too  much  like 
"*'  yourfelves  to  be  driven.     Have  fomc  indul- 
gence for  your  own  likcncfs.;    refpeei  that 
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*  fturdy  Engliih  virtue;    retract  your  odious  chap. 

*  exertions  of  authority,  and  remember  that  ™il/ 
"  the  firit  ftep  towards  making  them  contri-  «m% 
A  bute  to  your  wants,   is  to  reconcile  them  to 

u  your  government." 

Wedderburxe  explained,  and  defended 
tl^principles  of  the  propofed  bill,  which  was 
only  intended,  during  a  limited  time,  to  pro- 
cure that  which  every  one  muft  deiire,  a  fair 
trial  for  imputed  crime. 

Ox  its  introduction,  alderman  Sawbridge,  in  2iftApiil. 
a  vehement  fpcech,  declared,  he  lhould  think 
himfelf  highly  unworthy  a  feat  in  parliament, 
if  he  fuifered  fo  pernicious  a  bill  to  pals  in  any 
ftage,  without  his  hearty  negative.  He  termed 
the  meafure  ridiculous  and  cruel,  and  denied 
that  witnefles  againft  the  crown  could  ever  be 
obtained  from  America.  "  I  plainly  forefee," 
he  faid,  "  the  dangerous  confequences  of  this 
"  act;  it  is  meant  to  enflave  the  Americans; 
"  and  the  fame  minifter  would,  if  he  had  an 
"  opportunity,  enflave  England ;  it  is  his  aim, 
"  and  what  he  willies  to  do ;  but  I  fincerely 
"  hope  the  Americans  will  not  admit  of  the 
"  execution  of  thefe  deftructive  bills,  but  nobly 
"  refufe  them;  if  they  do  not,  they  are  the 
"  moil  abject  flaves  that  ever  the  earth  pro- 
"  duced,  and  nothing  the  minifter  can  do  is 
"  bafe  enough  for  them." 

To  this  vulgar  ribaldry,  lord  North  replied 
with  great  moderation;  he  wifhed  to  have  the 
meafure  thoroughly  difcuffed,  and  if  bad,  re- 
jected. He  difclaimed  every  intention  of  enflav- 
liig  America,  and  declared  the  affcrtion  to  be  no 
better  founded  in  truth  than  another,  import- 
ing, that  the  Americans  had  feen  their  error, 
and  were  willing  to  make  reparation  to  the 
EaiMndia  company.     So  far  were  they  from 

i  2  fuch 
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CHAP,  fuch  fentiments,  that  letters  recently  receive*! 
xxii.     brought  accounts  of  renewed  acls  of  violence. 
177+.  Ox  the  third  reading,   the  debate  was  not 

6ih  May.    \ong.  or  interefting,  and  the  bill  palled  by   a 
great  majority11. 

in  the  In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  oppofition  was 

tods!  °f  faniiar  to  that  on  the  former  act.  On  the  third 
reading,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  detailed 
at  considerable  length,  his  objections.  He  re- 
viewed the  tranfactions,  relative  to  America, 
from  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  act  during  his 
own  adminiftration ;  and  while  he  laboured  to 
fhew  the  propriety  of  that  meafure,  ftigmatized 
tlie  tea-duty  as  an  uncommercial,  unproduc- 
tive, pepper-corn  claim,  retained  only  for  the 
fake  of  contention.  He  particularly  objected 
to  the  bill  in  qucftion,  that  if  officers  were 
men  of  fenfibility  and  honour,  their  fituatiou 
would  be  worfe  under  the  protection  of  fuch  a 
law  than  without  it,  as  no  acquittal  could  be 
honourable  where  the  profecutor  had  not  the- 
ufual  means  of  fee u ring  a  fair  trial. 

?re*eft.  The  bill  paiTcd  by  a  great  majority;1  but  a 

protefr,  figncd  by  eight  peers,  and  containing 
very  forcible  Statements,  was  entered  on  the 
journals. 

s'SAMav.  The  protefting  lords  faid,  that  after  the  va- 
riety of  provlfions  made  in  the  feflion,  for  new 
modelling  the  whole  polity  and  judicature  of 
the  province,  this  bill  was  an  humiliating  con- 
feffion  of  the  weaknefs  and  inefheacy  of  all  the 
proceedings  of  parliament.  Ey  fuppofmg  that 
it  may  be  impracticable  to  obtain  a  fair  trial 

^127  to  t\. 

i  4.3  to  12.  The  partial  publication  of  debates  precludes  the  pof- 
fibiljty  of  eftiinating  the  arguments  of  the  peers,  who  iupported  ad- 
tniniftration.  The  principal  fpeakeis  on  that  fide  were  ths  chancellor, 
and  rife  Tearfrof  Denbigh,  and  Sandwich. 

for 
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for  perfpns  acting  under  government,  the  houfe  chap. 
was  made  virtually  to  ae knowledge  the  Britiih    ^]^, 
government  univerfallv  odious  to  the  province.      17/4- 
By  fuppoiing  the  cafe,  that  fuch  a  trial  may  be 
equally  impracticable  in  every  other  province 
of  America;  parliament,  in   effect,  admits  that 
its  authority  is,  or  probably  may,  become  hate- 
jful  to  all  the  colonies.     The  bill  was  defcribed 
as  one  of  the  many  experiments  towards  an  in- 
troduction of  effential  innovations  into  the  o-o- 
vcrnment  of  the  empire;  and  the  proteft  con- 
cluded,  by  declaring  it   a  virtual   indemnity 
for  murder,  and  recapitulating  the  arguments 
againft  the  difficulty  and  hardihip  of  fending 
parties  and  witneffes  fofar  for  jufiice. 

The  natives  of  America,  refidentin  London,  2d  May. 
ao-ain  attempted  to  intereftthe  legiflature  by  a  s.econdpe- 

•  •  tition  of 

petition;  but  if  the  temper  of  the  colony  had  theAmvi- 
not  been  expreffed  in  a  manner  fuihciently  for-  cans  in 
cible,  to  juftify  the  proceedings  of  adminiftra-     on  on' 
tion,  the  terms  in  which  this  extravagant  re- 
jnonftrancc  was   conceived,    woidd  have  con- 
vinced the  impartial,  that  the  fpirit  of  oppofi- 
tion,   and  contempt  of  government,  by  which 
the  colonifts  were  actuated,  required  vigorous 
repreffion,  or  that  the  claim  of  the  mother- 
country  was  reduced  to  a  mere  verbal  preten- 
iion. 

These  petitioners  deprecated  the  two  bills, 
as  fatal  to  the  rights,  liberties,  and  peace  of 
America;  complained  of  the  Boilon  Port  act,  as 
;i  violation  of  the  firit  principles  of  juftice,  and 
the  law  of  the  land,  as  it  puniliied  without 
hearing  the  accufed.  After  aefcantine  on  the 
violation  of  charters,  and  the  propofed  mode  of 
appointing  and  removing  judges,  they  added, 
they  perceived  afyftem  of  judicial  tyranny  de- 
liberately impofed  on  them,  \\  hich  from  bitter 

1  3  experience 
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chap,  experience  of  its  intolerable  injuries,  had  been 
xxii.  abolifhed  in  Great  Britain.  The  bill  for  more 
1774.  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice  was  decried 
as  an  immunity  for  murder,  of  which  the  fol- 
diery,  already  taught  by  the  incendiary  arts  of 
wicked  men,  to  regard  the  people  as  deferving 
of  every  fpecies  of  violence  and  abufe,  would 
not  hefitate  to  avail  thenvfelvcs.  The  infults 
and  injuries  of  a  lawlefs  foldiery,  they  faid,  were 
filch  as  no  free  people  could  long  endure;  and 
they  apprehended,  in  the  confequences  of  this 
bill,  the  horrid  outrages  of  military  oppreffion, 
followed  by  the  defolation  of  civil  commotions, 
while  the  difpenfing  power  given  to  the  go- 
vernor, advanced  as  he  already  Mas  above  the 
law,  and  not  liable  to  impeachment  from  the 
people  he  might  opprefs,  muft  conftitute  him 
an  abfolute  tyrant.  They  boafted  of  the  loy- 
alty of  the  colony,  and  throwing  all  the  blame 
of  the  late  disturbances  on  the  o-overnor,  boldlv 
averred,  that  among  a  people  hitherto  remark- 
able for  loyalty  to  the  crown,  and  affection  for 
Great  Britain,  no  hiftory  could  ihew,  nor 
would  human  nature  admit  of,  an  inftancc  of 
general  difcontent,  but  from  a  general  ienfe  of 
oppreffion.  They  icijhcd  they  could  perceive 
any  difference  between  the  mod  abject  flavery 
and  an  entire  fubjectron  to  a  legislature,  in  the 
conftitution  of  which  they  had  not  a  fmgle 
voice,  nor  the  lead  influence,  and  in  which 
no  one  was  prefent  on  their  behalf.  They 
itrcnuoufly  urged  the  principle  of  taxation  by 
confent  alone,  ainmilated  thernMyes  to  Ireland, 
and  declared  the  bills  would  reduce  their  coun- 
trymen to  the  dreadful  alternative  of  being  to^ 
tally  enflaved,  or  compelled  into  a  eontefl  the 
molt  Shocking  and  unnatural,  with  a  parent- 
ftate,  which  had  ever  been  the  object  of  their 

veneration 
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veneration  and  love.  They  concluded  with  chap. 
thefe  words,  no  lefs  remarkable  for  hypo-  ^Sij 
crify  than  for  refolute  contumacy:  In  a  dif-  J77^ 
trefs  of  mind  which  cannot  be  deferibed,  the 
petitioners  conjure  the  houfe  not  to  convert 
that  zeal  and  affection  which  have  hitherto 
united  every  American  hand  and  heart  in  the 
interefts  of  England,  into  paffions  the  moil 
painful  and  pernicious;  moft  earnestly  they 
befcech  the  houfe  not  to  attempt  reducing- them 
to  a  ftate  of  llavery,  which  the  Engliih  princi- 
ples of  liberty  they  inherit  from  their  mother- 
country,  will  render  worfe  than  death ;  and 
therefore  pray  that  the  houfe  will  not,  by  paf- 
fing  thefe  bills,  overwhelm  them  with  affliction, 
and  reduce  their  countrymen  to  the  molt  abject 
ftate  of  rriifery  and  humiliation,  or  drive  them 
to  the  laft  refources  of  defpair. 

Tiif.  notion  that  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on'  59th ApnL 
tea  Mould  tranquilize  oppofition,  and  fupprefs  ^fotloB  ^ 

1  rl  »  .  ri  the  repeal 

every  diiagreement  between  the  colonies  and  of  the  doty 
the  parent-ftate,  induced  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller,  an  oatea» 
old  member  of  parliament,  and,  in  general,  a 
fupporter  of  the  minifter,  to  move  for  a  com- 
mittee, intended  to  produce  that  meafure;  and 
he  introduced  his  proportion  with  great  mo- 
deration. 

He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Pennant,  and  an 
animated  debate  enfued.  The  fupporters  of 
Mr.  Fuller's  motion  argued  chiefly  the  impor- 
tance of  retaining  the  friendfhtp  of  America, 
the  trivial  amount  of  the  tea  duty,  the  impro- 
priety of  founding  a  claim  to  real  taxation  on 
mere  imaginary,  or  virtual  rcprefentation,  and 
the  hoftile  appearance  which  the  legiflature 
mult  alfume  by  rejecting  the  motion.  Thefe 
topics  were  principally  enforced  by  captain 
Pnipps,  Mr.  Stephen  Fox,  Mr.  Charles  Fox, 
Jdk  Frederick  Montague,  and  colonel  Barre. 

v  1  -t  O  v 
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CHAP.  On:  the  other  fide,  it  was  contended  that  the 
^  amount  of  the  tea  duty  was  not  unimportant, 
1774;.  the  Americans  would  not  he  Satisfied  with  the. 
repeal  of  the  tax,  but  their  views  extended  to, 
an  emancipation  from  all  controul  ;  this  was. 
proved  by  referring-  to  the  conduct  of  tlie  le- 
gitlaturc  of  Maflachuifet's  Bay,  long  diitin- 
guiiiied  for  its  rebellious  tendency,  and  the 
combinations,  and  illegal  proceedings  of  the, 
people.  It  was  alio  argued  that  the  repeal 
would  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  weakncJs, 
rather  than  a  conciliatory  tendernefs.  It  was 
even  remonftrated  that  a  want  of  unanimity  in 
rejecting  this  queftio.n  would  be  productive  of 
dangerous  confequences,  by  affording  coun- 
tenance to  refiftance  ;  and  firmnefs  and  rcfolu- 
tion  were  recommended  as  the  only  means  of 
reftorihg  peace.  The  fpeakers  on  this  fide  were 
Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Cornwall,  lord  Beauchamp,  Mr. 
Bullcr,  the  folic  it  or-general,  and  lord  North. 
Surge's  Some  reflexions  in  the  debate  on  the  repeal 

fpeec?  of  the  j&amp  act,  produced  from  Burke  one  of 
the  moft  brilliant  fpecimens  of  fenatorial  elo- 
quence, which  the  records  of  any  age  or  coun- 
try can  boaft.  He  contended,  that  from  the. 
period  of  repealing  the  ftamp  a6r,  the  practical 
right  of  taxing;  America  ought  to  have  vaniuV 
ed  from  the  minds  of  ftatefmen,  and  decried 
the  abfurdity  of  continuing  a  tax  merely  for. 
the  fake  of  a  preamble  to  an  acl  of  parliament, 
when  five  fixths  of  the  revenue  intended  to  be 
railed  were  abandoned.  IJe  read  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  lord  Ililliborough,  wbenfecretaryof  ft  ate 
for  America,  upon  which  he  grounded  an  in- 
ference of  an  abfolute  promife  that  taxation 
would  not  be  again  attempted.  He  faid,  that 
from  the  palling  of  the  navigation  acl,  till  the 
year  i70'i-3  trade,  and  not  taxation,  being  the 

^  object 
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object  of  England,  no  attempt  had  been  made  chap 
to  raife  a  revenue  in  America.  The  firft  glim-  xxn. 
meripgs  of  the  new  color y-fyftem  dawned  un- 
der Air.  Grenville.  Burke  then  depicted  in 
animated  terms,  and  with  considerable  force 
and  discrimination,  the  talents,  politics,  and 
meafures  of  that  minifter.  Purfuinghis  hiftory 
pf  the  ft  amp  act,  its  repeal,  and  the  fubfequent 
proceedings,  he  delineated,  in  a  fimilar  manner, 
the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  lord  Chatham, 
and  his  motley  administration,  and  Charles 
Townmend,  under  whofe  aufpices  the  exifting 
American  revenue  act  was  paifed.  By  the  fub- 
fequent repeal  of  the  whole  feries  of  taxes,  ex- 
cepting that  on  tea,  the  revenue  was  nearly 
annihilated,  and  nothing  remained  worth  a 
conteit,  unlefs  it  were  the  preamble  of  the  a6l 
which  declared  it  was  expedient  to  raife  a  re~ 
•cenue  in  America.  He  recommended  the  re- 
peal of  the  tax  as  a  meafure  of  policy,  and  ad- 
vi fed  the  ho ufe,  if  they  afterwards  apprehended 
ill  effects  from  conceilion,  to  flop  fliort,  decline 
reafoning,  and  oppofe  the  ancient  policy  and 
practice  of  the  empire,  as  a  rampart  againft  in- 
novators on  both  fides,  and  thus  they  would 
ftandvon  great,  maul}',  and  lure  ground.  "  I 
"  am  not  going,"  he  faid,  "  into  the  diftinc- 
\l  tions  of  rights,  nor  attempting  to  mark  their 
"  boundaries.  I  (U>  not  enter  into  thofe  me- 
"  taphylical  diftinctions;  I  hate  the  very  found 
f  of  them.  Leave  the  Americans  as  they  an- 
u  ciently  ftood,  and  thefe  diftinclions,  born  of 
*f  our  unhappy  contcft,  will  die  along  with  it. 
"  They,  and  we,  and-  their  and  our  anceftors, 
a  have  been  happy  under  that  fyftem.  Let 
P  the  memory  of  all  actions,  in  contradiction. 
u  to  that  good  old  mode,  on  both  (ides,  be  ex- 
['•  tinguithed  for   ever.      Be  content  to  bind 

v  America 
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CHAP.    !i  America  by  laws  of  trade;  you  have  always 

iXib  "  cJoT?e  '*■  ^et  **$  be  y°ur  reafon  for  binding 
1 77+.  "  their  trade.  Do  not  burthen  them  by  taxes; 
"  you  were  not  ufed  to  do  £o  from  the  begin - 
"  ning.  Let  this  be  your  reafon  for  nottax- 
"  fng.  Theie  are  the  arguments  of  ftates  and 
w  kingdoms  ;  leave  the  reft  to  the  fchools  ;  for 
*  there  only  they  may  be  eKfcufled  with  fafe- 
f  ty."  If  this  advice  wcrt  rejected,  he  augured, 
as  a  certain  conference,  refrftance :  if  the 
fovereignty  of  England,  and  the  freedom  of 
America  could  not  be  reconciled,  the  Ameri- 
cans would  call  off  fovereignty,  for  no  man 
would  be  argued  into  flavery. 

In-   reconciling  his   prefent  opinion   to  the 
declaratory  act,   Burke  appears  to  have   been 
embarrailed ;  he  attempted  a  dihmetion  fome- 
what  too  fubtle  to  form  a  bafis  of  action  in  go- 
vernment.    "  The   parliament    of  Great  Bri- 
tain," he  faid,   "  fits  at  the  head  of  her  ex- 
ten  five  empire  in  two  capacities :  one  as  the 
local  legiilature  of  this  iiland,  providing  for 
:  all  things  at  home,  immediately,  and  by  no 
"  other  inftrument  than  the  executive  power. 
"  The  other,  and  I  think  her  nobler  capacity, 
is   what  I   call   her  imperial    character;    in 
which,   as  from  the  throne  of  heaven,  ihe 
fuperinter.ds   all  the  feveral  inferior  legifla- 
:  tures,  and   guides   and    controuls  them  all 
"  without  annihilating  any.     As  all  theie  pro- 
"  vincial  legislatures,  are  only  co-ordinate  to 
t:  each  other,  they  ought  all  to  be  fubordinate 
"  to  her.     It   is  necellary  to  coerce  the  negli- 
"  gent,  to  reftrain  the  violent,  and  to  aid  the 
weak  and  deficient,  by  the  over-ruling  pleni- 
tude of  her  power.    .She  is  never  to  intrude 
into  the  place  of  the  others,   whilft  they  arc 
"  equal  to  ^:e  common  ends  of  -their  hiiiitu- 

"  tion. 
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tion.  But  in  order  to  enable  parliament  to  chap. 
anfwer  all  tbefe  ends,  of  provident  and  bene-  J^I^,, 
ficent  fupeiintendence,  her  powers  mull;  be  *77+» 
boundlefs.  Gentlemen  who  think  the  powers 
of  parliament  limited,  may  pleafe  themfelves 
to  talk  of  requilitions.  But  fuppofe  the  re- 
quifitions  are  not  obeyed  ?  What !  Shall  there 
be  no  refer ved  power  in  the  empire  to  fupply 
a  deficiency  which  may  weaken,  divide,  and 
diffipate  the  whole  ?  We  are  engaged  in  war; 
the  fecretary  of  ftate  calls  upon  the  colonies 
to  contribute ;  fome  would  do  it,  I  think 
mpft  Mould  cheerfully  furnifh  whatever  is 
demanded  ;  one  or  two,  fuppofe,  hang  back, 
and  eating  themfelves,  let  the  ftrefs  of  the 
draft  lie  on  the  others;  furely  it  is  proper 
that  fome  authority  might  legally  fa}T,  Tax 
yourfelves  for  the  common  fupply,  of  par- 
"  liamcnt  will  do  it  for  von.  This  backward- 
nefs,  as  I  am  told,  Mas  actually  the  cafe  of 
Pennfylvania  for  fome  fliort  time,  towards 
the  begrinnins:  of  the  laftwar,  owing  to  fome 
internal  diffentions.  But,  whether  the  fact 
Mere  fo  or  otherwife,  the  cafe  is  equally  to 
be  provided  for  by  a  competent  fovcreign 
"  power.  But,  then  this  ought  to  be  no  or- 
dinary power;  not  ever  ufed  in  the  firft  in- 
stance. This  is  what  1  meant,  when  I  have 
fai'd  at  various  times,  that  I  confidcr  the 
power  of  taxing  in  parliament  as  an  instru- 
ment of  empire,  and  not  as  a  means  of  fup- 
l>!v.,,  He  recommended  lenity,  and  that 
policy,  not  rancour,  mould  be  the  rule  of  con- 
dud.  "  Let  us  aft,"  lie  laid,  "  like  men,  let 
'■  us  ar!  like  (latefnien  ;  let  us  hold  fome  fort  of 
V  cOpfrftent  conduct.  It  is  agreed  that  a  re- 
venue is  not  to  be  bad  in  America.  If  we 
u  lofe  the  profit,  let  us  get  rid  of  the  odium." 

By 
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CHAP.  By  this  fpeech,  which  was  afterwards  puh^ 
xxii.  lifliccl,  the  orator  acquired  great  applaufe,  and 
j/74.  his  party  an  important  benefit.  The  fyftem 
recommended  was  fpecious,  and  calculated  to 
captivate  by  a  mixture  of  moderation  and  re- 
folution ;  it  unfolded  many  wife  principles  of 
policy,  while  every  gratification  was  afforded 
to  the  fancy,  by  playful  and  elegant  tallies 
of  imagination,  expreifed  in  the  happielt  lan- 
guage, and  illuftrated  by  images  irrefutably 
pleafant;  but  the  advice  it  contained  was  in- 
admifiible;  the  time,  the  unrepented  aggreihon 
of  the  Americans,  the  acknowledged  neceffity 
of  punimment,  and  the  propriety  of  reftraining 
the  exertions  of  difloyalty,  forbad  the  adoption 
of  a  fyftem  which,  inftead  of  difcouraging,  ap- 
peared to  proffer  a  premium  for  oppoiition  to 
the  fupremacy  of  Great  Britain. 
Motion  re-  The  motion  was  rejected,*  and  Mr.  Role 
jeded.  puller,  afterwards,  in  oppofing  the  bill  for 
regulating  the  government  of  M attach uifet's 
Bay,  laid,  "  I  will  now  take  my  leave  of 
"the  whole  plan.  You  will  commence  your 
ruin  from  this  day.  I  am  lorry  to  'fay, 
that  not  only  the  houfe  has  fallen  into 
this  error,  but  the  people  approve  of  the 
meafure.  The  people  are  milled  ;  but  a  ihort 
time  will  prove  the  evil  tendency  of  this  bill. 
"  If  ever  there  was  a  nation  running  headlong 
"  to  ruin,  it  is  this." 

The  ranks  of  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of 
LordChau  lords  were  reinforced  by  lord  Chatham,  who, 
ham's  ■  after  entirely  abfeuting  himfelf  from  parlia- 
AmnicTn  men  tary  attendance  during  the  two  laft  feiiions, 
affairs.  made  his  appearance  on  the  third  reading  of  a 
bill    for   quartering  troops   in    America,  and 
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fiated,  at  large,  his  opinions  on  the  proceedings   char 
relative  to  that  country.  J?H> 

He  began  by  obferving,  that  atranfient  view  177+* 
of  the  motives  which  induced  the  anceftors  of 
the  Americans  to  quit  their  native  land,  and 
encounter  the  difficulties  of  unexplored  re- 
gions in  the  weftern  world,  would  remove  all 
imprcfiions  of  aftoniihment  at  the  conduct  of 
their  defcendants.  There  was  no  corner  of 
the  sdobe  into  which  men  of  their  fre«  and  en- 
terprizing  fpirit  would  not  fly  with  alacrity, 
rather  than  fiibmit  to  the  flaviih  and  tyranni- 
cal principles,  which  prevailed  at  that  period 
in  their  native  country;  and  ihall  Ave  wonder 
if  the  progeny  of  filch  illuftrious  characters 
fpurn,  with  contempt,  the  hand  of  unconftitu- 
tional  power;  that  would  fnatch  from  them 
fueli  dear  bought  privileges  as  they  now  con- 
tend for?  Had  the  colonies  been  planted  by  any 
other  kingdom  than  our  own,  the  inhabitants 
would  have  carried  with  them  the  chains  of 
flavery,  and  fpirit  of  defpotifm  ;  but  as  they  are, 
they  ought  to  be  remembered  as  great  inftances 
to  iullrucl.  the  world,  what  exertions  mankind 
will  naturally  make  when  left  to  the  free  exer- 
cife  of  their  own  powers.  He  blamed,  in  un- 
cuuilificd  terms,  the  conduct  of  the  Americans 
in  fdftie  inftances,  particularly  the  riots  in  Bol- 
ton ;  but  the  meafures  purfued  to  bring  them 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  were  aftoniming  from 
their  diametrical  oppofition  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  found  policy.  In  proof  of  the 
gratitude  of  the  Americans  for  the  repeal  of 
the  ftamp  act,  and  their  fmecie  loyalty  at  that 
period,  lord  Chatham  read  an  extract  of  a  let- 
ter from  governor  Bernard,  and  he  inferred, 
that  the  fame  temper  would  have  continued 
hut  for  the  fruitless  endeavours,  fubfequently 

made, 
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chap,  made,  to  tax  them  without  their  confent.  From- 
^^  the  complexion  of  the  proceedings,  he  thought 
1774*  administration  had  purpofely  irritated  them 
into  thofe  violent  a61s,  for  which  they  fo  fevere- 
ly  fmarted,  purpofely  to  be  revenged  for  the  vicj 
tory  they  gained  by  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  act ; 
a  meal ure  in  which  the  miniilry  feemingly  ac- 
quiefced,  but,  at  the  bottom,  were  its  real  ene- 
mies. What  could  induce  them  to  drefs  tax* 
ation,  that  rather  of  American  fedition,  in  the 
robes  of  an  Eaft  India  director,  but  to  break  in 
upon  the  peace  and  harmony,  fo  happily  fub- 
lilting?  He  advifed  the  adoption  of  a  more 
lenient  plan  in  the  government  of  America, 
as  the  day  was  not  far  diftant  when  America 
might  vie  with  thefe  kingdoms,  not  only  in 
arms,  but  in  arts.  The  principal  towns  in 
America  were  learned  and  polite,  underiiood 
the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  and  confequent- 
|y  would  have  a  watchful  eye  over  their  liber- 
ties, to  prevent  encroachment  on  their  here- 
ditary rights.  In  fupport  of  this  opinion,  he 
read  an  extracl  from  the  pamphlet  of  an  Ame- 
rican author,  denying  the  right  of  the  mother- 
country  to  tax  the  colonies.  Affirming  this  to 
be  his  own  opinion,  which  he  would  carry  with 
liim  to  the  grave,  he  recommended  the  fubfti- 
tution  of  kindnefs  for  rigour.  "  Inftead  of 
adding  to  their  miferies,"  he  faid,  "  adopt 
fome  lenient  mcafurcs,  which  may  lure  them 
"  to  their  duty  ;  act  like  an  affectionate  parent 
towards  a  beloved  child ;  and,  inftead  of 
thofe  harm  and  fevere  proceedings,  pafs  an 
amuefty  on  all  their  youthful  errors ;  elafp 
a  them  once  more  in  your  arms,  and,  I  will 
"  venture  to  affirm,  you  will  find  them  chil- 
"  dren  worthy  of  their  fire.  But  mould  their 
*'  turbulence  exift  after  proffered  terms  of  ibr- 

"  given efs» 
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«  giveiK'f-j,   I  will  be  among  the  foremovt  to   chap, 
"  promote  fuch  meafures  as  will  effectually  pre-      xxii. 
vent  a  future  relapfe,   and  make   them  feel      1774. 
what  it  is  to  provoke  a  fond  and  forgiving- 
parent  !    A  parent,   whole  welfare   lias  ever 
been   my  greateft  and    molt  pleafing  con- 
"  folation,      T-his   declaration   may  feem  un- 
"  neeeifary;  but  I  will  venture  to  declare,  the 
"  period  is  not  far  diftant,  when  flie  will  want 
"  the  ailiftance  of  her  molt  diftant  friends  :  but 
"  iliould  the  all-difpofmg  hand  of  Providence 
prevent  me  from  affording  her  my  poor  affift- 
ance,   my  prayers  iliall   be  ever  for  her  wel- 
fare—  Length  of  days  be  in  her  right  hand, 
and  in  her  left  riches  and  honour ;  may  her 
ways  be   ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her 
paths  be  peace!" 
One  more  law  relative  to  America,  was  in-  Bill  for  the 
troduced  during  this   feffion,  and  occafioned  g°vern: 

c5  #  '        •  ment  or 

ftrenuous  debates.  Since  the  cellion  of.  Ca-  Canada. 
nada,  that  cxtenfive  fovcreignty  had  been  go- 
verned entirely  by  royal  proclamations ;  no 
parliamentary  fyftem  was  eftablimed  ;  the  cul- 
toms  of  the  land  were  not  fanftioned  by  ex- 
plicit confent,  or  meliorated  by  a  more  perfect 
form  of  jurifprudence.  Yet  the  fubject  had 
not  lain  dormant;  the  government  of  Canada 
was  often  deliberated  in  council  ;  but  the  diffi- 
culty and  danger  of  deciding  on  abftracl;  prin- 
ciples of  government,  and  the  inftabiiity  ofad- 
miniftrations,  had  hitherto  prevented  an  effec- 
tual progrefs.  At  length,  in  17,71,  the  king, 
by  an  order  in  council,  directed  the  reports 
and  papers  relative  to  the  laws  and  courts  of 
judicature,  and  the  defecls  in  the  mode  of  go- 
vernment of  Quebec,  to  be  referred  to  the  ad- 
vocate, attorney,  and  folicitor-general,  to  pre- 
pare a  general  plan  of  civil  and  criminal  law; 

and 
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Chap,  and  they  were  fubfequently  directed  to  matt!*, 
JLXii^  Separate  reports  to  the  king-  in  council.  Every 
*774-  fpecies  of  information  was  refofted  to,  and  dili- 
gently compared,  and  applied  in  the  formation 
of  thefe  reports,  on  the  bans  of  which  a  bill  was 
framed,  "  For  making  more  effectual  provifiori 
w  for  the  government  of  that  province." 

It  palled,  without  material  oppofition,  through: 
the  upper  houfe,  where  it  was  firft  introduced; 
but  in  the  houfe  of  commons  the  refiftance  was 
more  ftrenuous  than  had  been  made  to  any 
meafure  during  the  whole  feffibii; 

The  firft  obje6t  of  the  bill  was  to  define  the 
boundaries  of  Canada,  which  were  enlarged  to 
an  unexpected  extent,  including  all  the  lands 
in  America  not  fubjeel  to  any  previous  g'ranfy 
or  comprized  in  any  charter.  The  limits  thus' 
extended,  ftretched  from  Chaleue  bay,  along 
the  fouthern  coaft  of  St.  Lawrence,  almoft  to 
Crown  Point;  they  were  alio  carried  over  the 
whole  interior  country,  which  lay  behind  the 
New  England  provinces,  together  with  thofeof 
New  York  and  Pennfylvania>  to  the  borders  of 
Ohio.  The  boundary  line  then  proceeded  weft-' 
ward,  through  ten  degrees  of  longitude,  to  the 
eailern  banks  of  the  MifMippi,  whence  it  ex- 
tended northward,  to  the  fouthern  boundary  of 
the  lands  granted  to  the  Hudfon's  Bay  com- 
pany, being  from  about  the  fortieth  to  the  fif- 
tieth degree  of  latitude. 

The  government  of  this  domain,  which  ap^ 
peared  from  evidence  to  be  inhabited  by  about 
three  hundred  and  fixty  Engliili,  and  a  nirfr* 
drcd  and  fifty  thoufand  French  fcttlers,  was 
modelled  with  ftrict  attention,  to  the  habits, 
prejudices,  manners,  and  convenience  of  the 
people.  Abftraft  theory,  as  well  as  national 
*  predileaioiij 
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predilection,  would  have  pointed  but  the  Eng 
liih  conftitution,  both  in  church  and  ftate,  a; 
the  bed  model  for  the  government  of  Canada:  177*4- 
But.  no  wife  ftatefman;  no  conqueror,  unlefs  a 
mere  predatory  tyrant,  would  attempt  the  rafh 
experiment  of  forcing  on  a  whole  people,  a 
icheme  of  government,  formed  at  a  dift  slice  from 
their  abode,  and  arranged  without  a  pretence  of 
corifultihg  their  wants,  their  grievances,  their 
means  of  information,  or  their  views  of  happi- 
nefs.  The  fy ftem  of  mutual  reprefentation,  m u - 
tual  reliance,  and  mutual  refponfibiiitv,  which 
Forms  the  bafis.of  the  Britiili  conftitution,  and 
is  admirably  adapted  to  the  genius,  the  man- 
ners, and  the  commercial  and  political  rela- 
tions of  the  nation,  Would,  if  applied  to  a  peo- 
ple living  widely  Scattered  in  a  thinly  inha- 
bited country,  and  educated  in  habitual  predi- 
lection for  another  mode  of  government,  have 
been  a  curfe  inftead  of  a  benefit,  a  badge  of 
flavery  Inftead  of  a  buckler  of  defence.  Yet  there 
were  points  of  efrferitfal  importance  in  the  Bri- 
tiili conftitution,  which  a  due  regard  to  the  real 
happinefs  of  the  governed,  would  not  juftify 
the  governors  in  omitting. 

The  Canada  or  Quebec  bill,  therefore,  grant- 
ed the  free  exercife  of  the  religion  of  the  cnurc>, 
of  Rome,  fubjeel;  to  the  king's  fupremacy,  and 
the  clergy  were  permitted  to  enjoy  their  pro^ 
perty,  and  receive  the  accuftomed  dues  from 
perfons  profeffing  that  periuafion ;  with  a  pro- 
vilb,  that  the  kino-  ihould  not  be  difabled  from 
making  fuch  provifion  as  he  mould  think  tit 
for  the  proteftant  clergy. 

All  properly  was  to  be  held,  and  all  contrO- 
Verfies  relative  to  it  among  Canadians,  were* 
lo  be  decided,  by  the  exifting  laws  of  Canada, 
and  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury:  a  pro* 

vol.  il  il  vifp 
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chap,   vifo  was  made  for  freeing  eftates  from  feudal 
vS!lL/   entails,  and  excepting  from  the  rule,  all  lands 
I77+-      granted  by  the  king. 

The  criminal  law  of  England  was  inftituted, 
with  trial  by  jury. 

A  legislative  body  was  conftituted,  con- 
fifting  of  perfons  refident  in  the  province,  in 
number  not  Ids  than  feventeen,  nor  more  than 
twenty-tlaree,  who  were  to  be  appointed  by  his 
majefty  in  council.  They  were  to  make  ordi- 
nances for  the  government  of  the  province,  but 
not  to  impofe  taxes;  and  their  edicts  were  to  be 
confidered  as  abfolutely  repealed,  if  difapproved 
by  the  king  in  council.  The  legiflature  was 
alfo  reftraiued  from  enacting  fevere  penalties  for 
religious  offences,  and  from  meeting  at  undue 
feafons  of  the  year,  and  without  fuificient  no- 
tices. 

Finally,  the  king  was  empowered  to  erecl; 
any  courts,  criminal,  civil,  or  eccleliaftical,  by 
letters  patent,  under  the  great  leak 
a6th  May  The  chief  general  objections  to  the  bill  were 
to  13th  J  derived  from  its  tendency  to  eftabliih  a  def- 
oJpoG-  P°tic  government,  contrary  to  the  royal  pro- 
tion.  clamation  in  i?o"3,   and  the  indecency  of  urar- 

ing  a  buiinefs  of  fo  much  importance,  at  a  late 
.period  of  the  feflion,  when  many  of  the  mem- 
bers had  retired  into  the  country. 

The  feveral  claufes  were  oppofed  on  their  re- 
fpective  merits,  That  which  fixed  the  limits  of 
the  province  was  cenfured  on  two  grounds, 
firft,  if  in  any  future  war,  Canada  ihould  be  re- 
ft ored  to  the  French,  they  would,  by  the  expli- 
cit avowal  of  the  Britiih  parliament,  pofiefs  an 
undoubted  claim  to  a  territory,  more  ample 
.  than  they  had  ceded  at  the  laft  peace;  fecond- 
lv,  if  we  were  to  retain  the  province,  the  enor- 
mous addition  operated  as  a  grievance  on  the 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants  of  the  planted  and  chartered  colo-    chap, 
nics.     It,   in  order  to  live  on   what  they  had   JLXJ£, 
ever  efteemed  their  direct  property,  they  c'rofled      17:4* 
an  imaginary  line,  they  found  themfelves  fud- 
denly  deprived  of  all  their  own  charters,  and 
all  the  common  privileges  of  Englishmen,  and 
fubjeefed  to  an  arbitrary  iyitem  of  French  go* 
vernment:  this  was  decried  as  a  violent,  cruel, 
and  odious  meafurc,  which  tore  up  juftice  and 
all  its  principles  by  the  root. 

The  argument  relative  to  the  reftoration  of  Aniwm 
the  colony  to  the  French,  was  anfwered  by 
Thurlow,  who  faid,  the  limits  and  importance 
of  celiions  were  never  dependent  on  legiflative 
arrangements,  but  on  the  length  of  the  fword ; 
fuceefs  in  war  would  give  fuceefs  in  peace,  and 
not  imaginary  lines  drawn  by  a  ftate  for  its  co- 
lonies: nor  had  the  limits  now  defcribed  any 
reference  to  old  Canada:  it  was  not  a  reftora- 
tion  of  the  limits  once  contended  for  by  France, 
but  a  new  fcheme,  including  countries  for 
which  France  had  never  contended. 

With  rcfpecr  to  the  injury  to  be  fuftained 
by  the  inhabitants  of  chartered  colonics,  it  was 
obferved,  that  they  muft  voluntarily  place 
themfelves  in  a  fituation  to  receive  it;  and  it 
would  be  extremely  imprudent,  in  favour  of 
fiich  a  fuppotition,  to  leave  without  govern- 
ment all  the  chain  of  polls. already  1  iifhed 
through  the  whole  country  included  in  the 
bill,  and  not  protected  by  any  law,  or  defended 
by  any  charter. 

The  Pen n  family  petitioned  againft  this  pari!  petition  of 
of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that,  it  deprived  them  ;K^nn 
of  part  of  their  legal  eftate.  The  minifter  ad- 
mitted the  validity  of  the  petition,  and  faid, 
it  never  was  the  intention  of  the  meafure  to  af- 
fect the  j  1  id  rights  of  the  proprietors  or  of  the 
colonic*. 

K   8  Till 
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chap.       The  elaufe,  allowing  the  exercife  of  the  ca- 
3JJ^    tholic  religion,  was  not  much  oppofed  in  the 
»77+-      houfe.     Some  diftincrions  were  made  between 
on^he'fub"  toleration  and  efrabliikment,   but  nothing  of 
jecl  oi  re-    importance  was  urged,  nor  any  amendment  at- 
iigion.        tempted,  except  in  the  form  of  one  of  the  pre- 
Petition      fcribed  oaths.     An  effort  was,  however,  made 
from  the     t0  excite  popular  prejudice  on  the  fubjeel,  and 
the  corporation  of  London,  in  their  petition" 
agahlft  the  bill,   did  not  forget  to  remind  the 
king,  that  the  Romifh  religion  was  idolatrous 
and  bloody,  and  that  his  illuftrious  family  was 
called  to  the  throne,  in  confequence  of  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  Roman  Catholic  ancient  branch 
of  the  Stiiart  line,  under  an  exprefs  fripulation 
to  profefs  and  maintain  the  Protefiant  faith. 
Oppofi.  The  continuance  of  the  French  lav/,  difpenf- 

fu°ble£?6fe  'no  Ju^'ce  without  a  jury  in  civil  cafes,  while 
for.  the  Engliih  code  was  granted  in  criminal  mat- 

ters, occafioned  numerous  and  violent  debates. 
The  oppofition  infilled,  that  by  this  diftinelion, 
a  complete  defpotifm  wa's  eftablilhcd:  the  king, 
by  mixing  his  Englim  with  French  fubjccls,  and 
involving  both  in  the  fame  lav/,  obtained  over' 
both  all  the  powers  of  a  French  king:  he  might 
even?  if  he  pleafed,  irnprifon  by  Lett  res  de 
Cachet;  The  privation  of  the  trial  by  jury,  in 
all  cafes,  and  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  was  repre^ 
fented  as  an  intolerable  hardihip. 
petition  of  The  merchants  of  London  trading  to  Ca* 
the  Canada  nada,  petitioned  agaiirft  this  part  of  the  bill,  as 

merchants  ,-    *  ■,       5     •  l.      ■,    r  r  i 

in  London.  tending  to  render  their  property  leis  iecure;  and 
were  heard  bv  counfcl.     Two  merchants  were 

Evidence,  produced  as  witneffes,  who  dated,  that  the 
people  of  Canada  were  highly  pleafed  with  the 
trial  by  jury  in  civil  caufes;  and  that  a  difcon- 
ti nuance  of  it  would  be  highly  prejudicial  It 

1  E-Jward  Watts,  and  Samuel  Morin, 

the 
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the  colony.      On  the  other  hand  five  witneffes   chap. 

were  examined,  fome  of  whom  had  been  long;   ,  xxii. 

refident,   and  filled  important  ftations    in  the      177+. 

colony;™  from  their  information  it  generally 

refulted,  that  the   Canadians,  though   highly 

pleafed  with  the  Britiih  form  of  criminal  iurii- 
*  - 

prudence,    had  an   infurmountable  diiguft  to 

fubmit  civil  caufes  to  the  deeifion  of  a  jury. 
The  enormous  expence  of  that  mode  of  trial 
in  a  country  thinly  inhabited :  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  the  attendance  of  jurors,  and  the 
amount  of  their  travelling  charges  and  main- 
tenance, were  fuccefsfully  urged  as  reafons 
againft  the  eftablilhment.  An  attempt  was 
made  during  the  progrefs  of  the  bill  to  obtain 
a  right  for  either  party  to  demand  a  trial  by 
jury,  but  without  effect  The  general  argu- 
ments relative  to  tyranny,  and  the  want  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  were  not  to  be  decided  on  mere 
fuppofrtions ;  time  would  difcover,  and  the  le^ 
giilature  of  the  colony  would  announce,  whe- 
ther the  king  did  in  fact  imprifon  his  fubjeets 
by  Lettres  de  Cachet,  and  whether  they  felt 
any  real  grievance  from  the  non-introduction 
of  a  new  writ,  incompatible  with  the  forms, 
and  not  underftood  in  the  texture  of  that  law 
hv  which  they  preferred  to  be  governed.  It 
was  alio  fuccefsfully  urged,  that  if  tyranny 
were  the  aim  of  the  bill,  the  means  taken  to 
<eftabli(h  it  were  lingular  and  unapt ;  a  govern- 
ment by  law  was  fubl'tituted  for  one  purely 
optional,  and   the  king's  power  of  ruling  by 

i»  They  were  general  Carlcton,  governor  of  Canada  5  Mr. 
Malercs,  curfitor  baron  of  the  exchequer,  late  attorney-general 
ot'  the  province,  and  agent  to  the  Englifh  inhabitants  ;  Mr.  Hey, 
«hief  jutlice  of  the  province  j  M.  Lothinitre,  a  French  gentle. 
man  of  confidcrable  property,  and  Dr.  Marriott,  the  king's  ad- 

;a£e  general. 

k  3  proclamation 
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chap,   proclamation  was  abolimed  by  a6l  of  parlia- 
xxi  r.     ment. 


j 77+.  Many  objections  were  made  againft  veftihg 

the  legislative  power  in  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil alone,  without  an  affembly,  as  in  other  co- 
lonies. But  the  extreme  abfurdity  of  a  pre- 
tended election,  the  rights  of  which  fliould  rc- 
fide  in  three  hundred  and  fixty  perfons,  while 
the  number  governed  was  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand,  was  an  irrefragable 
argument  againft  the  propohtion  for  eitabliih- 
ing  a  reprefentative  fenate.  It  was  alio  proved 
in  evidence,  that  the  Canadians  were  not  de- 
li rous  of  being  reprefented  in  any  aifembly, 
and  from  the  afpeel  of  the  times,  policy  dic- 
tated that  they  ihould,  as  little  as  pofiible,  be 
placed  in  the  fame  fituation  with  the  other 
provinces  of  America. 

Debates  m  As  fevcral  alterations  were  made  in  the  bill, 
it  became  neceffarv  to  return  it  to  the  upper 
houfe.  Although  in  a  lefs  exceptionable  form 
it  had  paft  almoft  without  opposition,   yet  its 

>7th  June,  principles  were  now  ftrenuoufly  refilled.  Lord 
"Chatham,  on  the  third  reading,  recapitulated 
all  the  objections  uied  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  called  it  the  child  of  inordinate 
power.  He  invoked  the  bench  of  hi/hops  to 
refift  a  law  by  which  I  he  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ligion would  become  the  eftablimment  of  avail 
continent,  and  ir.fi lied  that  parliament  had  no 
more  right  to  alter  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  than 
to  repeal  the  Great  Charter,  or  the  Bill  of 
Rights.  Lord  Dartmouth  and  lord  Lyttleton 
defended  the  bill,  but  with  no  new  argm 
ment,n 

a*d.  The  corporation  of  London  ineffectually  pc- 

Petition  to  "    l 

the  king.  _  .   ,     t 

»  It  was  carried  io  to  7. 

titioned 
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titioncd  the  king  to  refufc  liis  ianclion  to  the   chap. 
bill  xx:l- 

During  this  long  and  a&ive  feffion,  many      1774 
other  objects  of  public  importance  were  agi-  0fpar]ia_ 
tatecl  in  parliament.     The  houfe  of  lords,   by  mem. 
reverting  a -decree  of  the  court  of  Chancerv, 
eftablifhed  the  principle  that  bookfellers  have 
not  a  perpetual  right  in  the  copies  or  works, 
which  they  poflefs  by  afiignment  from   their 
authors.      Several  beneficial  regulations  were 
made  in  the  gold  coin,  purfuant  to  the  fug- 
geftion  in  the  king's  fpeech.     A  committee  was 
appointed  to  confider  and  report  on  the  ftate 
of  the  linen  and  woollen  trades,  and  an  act 
paffed  for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors,   and 
prifoners  incapable  of  paying  their  fees. 

In  terminating  the  fetlion  the  king  applaud-  "c!- , 
ed  the  Quebec  act,  as  founded  on  the  cleared  fpS  M 
principles  of  humanity  and  juftice,  and  cal-  concluding 
ciliated  to  produce  the  belt  effects  in  quieting 
the  minds  and  promoting  the  happinefs  of  the 
Canadians.  He  lamented  the  dangerous  fpirit 
of  refiftance  difplayed  by  the  people  of  Mafia- 
chulfet's  Bay,  but  approved  the  meafures  adopt- 
ed by  parliament  to  rcftrain  them.  He  laid, 
"  The  temper  and  firmnefs  with  which  you 
"  have  conducted  yourfelves  in  this  important 
"  bufinefs,  and  the  general  concurrence  with 
"  which  the  refolution  of  maintaining  the 
"  authority  of  the  laws  in  every  part  of  my 
"  dominions  hath  been  adopted  and  iupportcd, 
•■  cannot  fail  of  giving  the»  greateft  weight  to 
"  the  :  .  :,  which  have  been  the  reiult  of 

your  deliberations.  Nothing  th  depends 
on  ■  I  11  be  wanting  to  render  tl  em  effec- 
tual. It  is  my  moil  anxious  defire  to  fee  my 
deluded  fubjccls,  in  that  part  of  the  worl<  , 

K  4  "  returning 


the  feflioo. 
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CHAP.   i;  returning  to  a  feufe  of  their  duty,  acquicfc- 
xxn.     a  jng  jn  t}lat  ju^t  fubovdination  to  the  autho- 
j 774-      "  rity,  and  maintaining  that  due  regard  to  the 
commercial  interefts  of  this  country,  which 
muft    ever    be   infeparably   connected    with 
their  own  real  profpenty  and  advantage." 


a 
it 
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CHAPTER   THE   TWENTY-THIRD: 

1774. 

Proceedings  in  Maffachuffefs  Bay. —  Arrival 
and  effect   of  the    Bofion  port  act. — The 
caufe  of  Bofion  efpoufed  in  feveral  colonics. 
— The  ajfembly   of  Majfachuffefs  Bay  re- 
■  moved  to  Salem.  — Their  addrefs  to  the  go- 
vernor.—  Members  appointed  to  a  general 
congrefs. —  Recommendations  to   the  people. 
—  Dijfolution  of  the  ajfembly. — Town-meet- 
ing at  Bofion.  —  Addrefs  of  the  merchants 
and  freeholders  of  Salem  to  the  governor. — 
Solemn   league  and  covenant. — Efforts  at 
conciliation. — Drafts  of  the  other  bills  ar- 
rive—  their  effect.  —  Arrival  of  troops. — 
Alarm  on  placing  guard  at  Bofion  Neck.  — 
New  council  formed.  —  Juries  and  laze  offe- 
rers re f ufe  to  act.  —  Militia  di farmed  and 
fores  feized.  —  Public  refentment.  —  Bofion 
Neck  fortified.  —Outrages  of  the  people.  — 
they  arm.  — Suffolk  meeting  —  their  re  fives 
and  remonjlrance. — Gage's    anfzeer.  — The 
affembly  mat  in  defiance  of  the  governor. — 1> 
llejblve  themfelves  into  a  provincial  congrefs. 
— Their    remonjlrance.  —  Gage's   anjwer  — 
and  proclamation. — Sitting  of  the  general 
congrefs    at    Philadelphia. —  Formation.  — 
'Mode  of  voting. — Secrecy  in  achate. — De- 
tached proceedings.  —  Declaration  of  rights. 
■ — AJfociation. — Addrefs  to    the  people  of 
Great  Britain.  —  To  tin;  colonies.  —  To  the 
people  of  Quebec.  —  Petition  io  the  ling. — 
Jnfiructions  to    their  agents.  —  Dfiblution. 
< — Obfervalions  on   their  proceedings. — E/- 

Jects 


138  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

ft '  •  the  congt'eft.  — ■  Royal  proclamation, 
—  Infurrectioii  at  Rhode  Ijland,  and  in  New 
HampJIiire. 

c  H  A  P.    p  e  fore  intelligence  of  the  parliamentary  pro- 
>ir.-t/  ceedings  could  be  received,  the  people  ot 

*774~  Maffaehulfet's  Bay  iBan^feited  a  difpofition  to 
ciouspro-  cxaiperate  the  mother- country  by  repeated 
ecedings  in  outrages.  Tea  mips  which  arrived  after  the 
?!?!fST"  clcftruction  of  the  firft  cargoes,  were  treated 

let  s  .Day.     .  .,  •  . 

m  a  fimuar  manner ;  a  poit-oince  was  projected 
to  rival  the  government  efrabliihmeyt;  and 
the  aifemblyj  before  their  diiTolution,  found  a 
new  fubject  of  context  with  the  governor,  by 
refblving  to  continue  Franklin  their  agent, 
while  Ilutchinfon  refufed  to  ratify  the  ap- 
pointment, or  fancVion  the  law  for  paying  his 
iakiry. 
General  Among    other     minifterial    arrangements, 

Gage  ap-  -\yas  the  removal  of  Ilutchinfon ;  he  was  fuc- 
!!!r!!o,ds0"  ceeded  by  general  Gage,  who  was  married  to 
an  American,  had  long  commanded  the  troops 
in  the  province  of  Matfachuifets,  and  was  re- 
isthiviay.  fpected  for  his  prudence  and  urbanity.  The 
aufpices,  under. which  he  commenced  his  office, 
were  in  the  higheft  degree  difcouraging,  for 
fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  attempting 
the  cuftomary  civility  of  a  complimentary 
mcifage  to  the  ex-governor,  their  proceeding 
was  protefted  againft  by  manv  of  the  citizens, 
and  the  populace  expreffed  their  hatred  and 
contempt  by  hanging  liim  in  effigy.  General 
Gnge  was,  however,  received  with  the  ace uf- 
tomed  honours ;  the  council,  magiftrates,  clergy, 
military,  and  town  officers  refpectively  paying 
the  u  '  .omage. 
Arri  The  Bofton  port   act  was   already  arrived, 

rf1hf]£f-  anc*-  r°c.eived  with  a  mixed  fenfation  of  iadig- 
mn  i-ort  nation 
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nation  and  terror.     The  feverity  of  its  enacV   c  H  A? 
ments,a   and   the  impoffibility  of  evafion,  ap-    xxm.  • 
palled  the  factious,  and  the  uncertainty  whe-     i77+. 
ther  the  other  colonies  would  join  in  the  caufe, 
or  take  advantage  of  their  fituation,  produced 
tne  utmoft  anxiety  and  eonfternation.     There-  14th  May. 
folvesofa  meeting,  held  to  take  the  act  into  „Jctial 
confideration,  no  longer  breathed  the  haughty 
and  impetuous  tone  of  former  days,  but  indi- 
cated fear,  hefitation,  and  irrefolution.     They 
declared,  if  the  other  colonics  would  decline  all 
commercial    intercourse   with    Great   Britain 
and  the  Weft  Indies  till  the  repeal  of  the  ob- 
noxious act,  their  refolution  would  prove  the< 
falvation  of  North  America  and  her  liberties; 
but  otherwife,  fraud,  power,  and  the  moft  odi- 
ous   opprefiion,    would    rife    triumphant    over 
right,  juii ice,    facial    happinefs,  and  freedom. 
The  impolicy,  injuftice,  inhumanity,  and  cruel- 
ty of  the  law,  exceeded  all  their  powers  of  ex- 
preflion  :  and  they  left  it  to  the  j u ft  cenfureof 
God  and  the  world.     Copies  of  this  vote  were 
tran fmit/cd  to  all  the  colonic::. ;  the  act  of  par- 
liament was  printed  on  paper  bordered   with 
black,    hawked   about  the   ftrcets    as    a   bar- 
barous,   cruel,  bloody,   and  inhuman  murder, 
and  in  fome  places  burned  with  great  fulcni- 
nity. 

The  horrors  of  fufpcnfe  did   not,  however,  H'hMay. 

Tne  cauls 
a  By  this  a.^  it  was  ordained,   that  from  the  full  of  June  1774,   °^  Boiton 
no  perlbn  mould  receive  or  discharge  any  cargo  or  lading  at  the  bar-  efpoufedby 
hour  of  Bo  (ton,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  cargo  and  the  veiLl ;  and  Virginia, 
any  wharfinger    who  permitted   fucli   lading    or   difcharge  to  ta-Ice 
place  at  his  wharf,  was  to  forfeit  treble  the  value  of  the  cargo,  com- 
puted   at  the  higheft  price,  together  with  the  craft  employed  on  the 
occafion.     No  vclle]  was  allowed  to  moor  within  the  harbour,  or  to 
be  f'een  hovering  about  the  b:iy,  after  fix  hours  notice,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiture.    Several  penalties  were   inflicted   to   prevent  collufions,  and 
the  aft  was  to  continue  in   force  till  facisfaction   made  to  the  Ealt 
India  company,  and  till  it  (b  tuld  appear  to  the  king  in  council,  that 
the  people  of  Bolton  were  lubmiilive  to  law  and  good  order. 

long 
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Jong  continue  :  the  houfe  of  burffefles  in  Vir- 
ginia,  decreed,  that  the  day  on  which  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bofton  port  act  was  to  commence, 
mould  be  fet  apart  for  fafting  and  humiliation  : 
"  Devoutly  to  implore  the  divine  interpola- 
tion, for  averting  the  heavy  calamity  which 
threatened  deft  ruction  to  civil  rights ;  and 
the  evils  of  civil  war ;  and  to  give  one  heart, 
and  one  mind  to  the  people,  firmly  to  oppofe 
every  injury  to  the  American  rights." 
Such  an  encroachment  on  the  governor's 
prerogative,  as  the  appointment  of  afaft  with- 
out his  concurrence,  combined  with  the  mo- 
tives of  the  proceeding,  induced  him  to  ditfolve 
the  affembly ;  but  eighty-nine  of  the  members 
fmned  an  aifociation,  denouncing:  the  attack 
on  one  of  the  filter  colonies  to  compel  fub- 
miflion  to  arbitrary  taxes,  as  an  attack  on  all 
Britiih  America:  they  therefore  recommended 
their  committee  of  correfpondence,  to  com- 
municate with  other  committees,  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  appointing  deputies  from  the  fe- 
veral  colonies,  to  form  annually  a  general  con?- 
grefs,  and  deliberate  on  meafurcs  conducive  to 
the  united  intercits  of  America.  This  paper 
avowed  that  other  meafures  were  in  content 
plat  ion,  and  expreffed  a  hope  that  Great  Bri- 
tain would  not,  by  periifting  in  the  fyftem  of 
arbitrary  taxation,  compel  them,  reluctantly, 
to  rclinquilh  all  commercial  intercourse. 

The  people  of  Philadelphia,  excepting  the 
quakcrs,  agreed  to  fufpend  all  bufmefs  on  the 
firft  of  June,  as  an  expreffion  of  Sympathy, 
and  in  order  to  gain  an  opportunity  of  re* 
fleeting  on  the  precarious  iituation  of  Ame- 
rican rights.  They  alio  held  a  town -meeting, 
palled  refoiutions  in  reprobation  of  the  act, 
and  in  favour  of  a  congrefs,  and  entered  into 
a  fubfeription  for  relief  of  the  Suffering 
6  inhabitant'* 
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Inhabitants  of  Bofton.     Several  other  colonies   chap. 
fubfequentlv  adopted  fim.ilar  refolutions,   and    3?^ 
the  caufe  of  Bofton  was  efpoufed  with  an  ar-     ^W; 
dour  conformable  to  their  molt  fanguine  wimes.  Jl,^. 
.Meanwhile  the  aftembly  of  MaffacMffet's  isthMay. 
Bay  met  for  the  laft  time  at  Bofton,  and  pro-  iwed- 

-,     ,  i  i    (-»••  n  -i  i"U„  J  mors  or  the 

ceeded  to  the  election  of  a  council,  on  the  day  aff;mb]yor 
prefcribed  bv   their   charter.      General  Gage  Maffachuf. 
opened  the  feffton,  by  expreffirig  his  inclina-  %^ 
-tion  to  concur  in  all  meafures  tending  to  the 
welfare  of  the  province,  but  announced  the  ne- 
ceftity  of  removing  the  general  court  to  Salem. 
They  petitioned  him  to  let  apart  a  day  for  ge- 
neral faffing  and  humiliation,  with  which  he 
l-efufed  to  comply,  and  apprehending  the  ill 
rirecrs  of  protracted  debates,  adjourned  the  le- 
g-Mature to  the  ieventh  of  June,  then  to  meet 

at  Salem. 

In  this  interval  the  people  were  apprized  of  Effe&of 
the  manner  in  which  their  caufe  was  patroniz-  Jjj^f 
ed;  they  had  the  fatisraction  of  learning  that  other  cc 
their  fuffermgs  occaiioned  univerfal  indigna-  lonieSi 
tion,  and  that  the  fall  on  the  rirft  of  June  was, 
almoft   every  where,   obferved   with   fanatical 
t'trictnefs.      Meafures  were  generally  adopted 
for  contravening  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain. 
The  wilh  for  a  congrefs  was  widely  difFufed.  and 
the  province  of  Maryland  even  inftructed  the 
lawyers  not  to  commence  fuits  for  recovery 
bf  debts  due  to  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain, 
till  the  Bofton  port  act  mould  be  repealed." 

Animated  by  thefe  aflu ranees,  the  legiila-  9*  fa*!* 
ture  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  intuiting  ^jj?* 
the  'governor,  under  pretext  of  anlwering  his  veraor. 
Speech  at  the  commencement  of  the   feifton.  > 

b  A  protcft  ngainft  thi*  refoluttoti  wa*  fignftd  by  a  rcfpctfable  body 
hi  merchants; 

Their 
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chap.   Their  adclrefs   began   with   ordinary  felicita* 
xxiii.    tions,  but  in  its  pro^refs  exprefl'ed  a  hope,  that 
1774.      Jus  admimitration,   111   principles  and  general 
conduct,  might  be  a  happy  contrail  to  that  of 
his  two  immediate  predeceiibrs.     Gage  inter- 
rupted the  chairman  of  the  committee,   who 
read  the  meflage,  refilling  to  receive  an  addrefs, 
containing  indecent  reflections  on  the  former 
governors,  whole  conduct  had  been  approved 
by  the  king,  after  a  trial  and  acquittal  before 
the  privy-council ;  he  coniidered  it  an   infult 
on  his  majefry,  the  lords  of  the  council,  and 
himfeif. 
t^rh  June.      The  houfe  of  representatives  next  appointed 
appointed    a  committee  for  a  general  congrefs,    feleeting 
to  con-       for  that  purpofe  five  of  their  body,  who  were 
jrefs.         molt  confpicuous  in  oppofition;  and  voting  live 
hundred  pounds  for  their  nib,  out  of  the  trea- 
fury.       In    this    appropriation    of   the  public 
iwoney,  they  exceeded  their  authority,  and  the 
governor  refuting  his  aifent  to  the  vote,  they 
recommended  a  levy  to  that  amount,  by  equi- 
table proportions,  among  the  towns  and  diftricts 
of  the  province. 
, Committee       A  p  no  no  g  a  t  i  o x  or  diiTolution  of  the  alTem- 
to  fr"med    Hv   being  anticipated,   a    committee  was  ap- 
tecom-       pointed  to  prefcribe  rules  of  conduct  to  the  peo- 
menda-       p]e^  ulK]er  t,}iC  form  of  recommendations,  which, 

in  the  actual  ftate  of  oppofition,  would  have  the 
17th  June,  effect  of  laws.  They  fpeedily  prefented  a  re- 
port, Hating,  that  their  colony,  as  well  as  others 
in  North  America,  had  long  been  ftruggling 
under  the  heavy  hand  of  power;  their  dutiful 
petitions  for  redrefs  of  intolerable  grievances 
disregarded,  and  the  defign  totallv  to  deiiroy 
the  free  constitution  of  America,  to  eitabhlL  ar- 
bitrary government,  and  reduce  the  inhabitants 
to  ilavery,  appeared  to  be  more  and  more,  fixed 

and 
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and    determined    on:    the    inhabitants    were   chap. 
therefore  reeommended  to  difcontinue  the  con-    J^ilL} 
fumption  of  tea,  as  well  as  of  all  other  fnerchan-      1774. 
dizes  imported  from  India  and  Great  Britain, 
till  a  redrefs  of  grievances  mould  be  obtained; 
and  encourage  to  the  utmoft  the  manufactures 
6f  America. 

Although  the  committee  intended  to  keep  Diffbiation 
their  proce  s  profoundly  feerel,  and  de-  of' the  af- 

luded  the  governor,  by  a  pretence  of  being  L!1""}" 
employed  on  cahoiHatorymeafures,  they  could 
not  prevent  the  difclofufe  of  their  real  inten- 
tion, and  tJage  dif  •  vked  the  fecrciary  to  the 
court-houle  to  difohre  the  affembly.  The  of- 
ficer finding  Ihe  doors  locked,  traufm  it  ted  in- 
nation  to  the  fpeaker,  that  he  was  charged 
with  a  meffage  to  the  houfe;  the  atfcmbly, 
however,  refuted  to  open  the  doors;  and  tile  fe- 
cretarv,  in  prefenee  of  feveral  members,  made 
■proclamation  on  the  ftairs,  of  the  diifoluhon  of 
ihe  general  court.  They,  however,  considered 
the  pamng  of  their  refolutions,  as  a  material  ad- 
vantage gained  over  the  governor. 

N  0 t w  r t u s t a  n  d  i  n*  g  the  (1 1  flfoluti on  of  the  Town- 
lea:i(lative  body,  the  efforts  of  oppofition  were  "™*tinsa* 
not  fufpended:  a  town-meeting  was  held  at 
Bolton,  where  refolutions  were  pafTed,  and  or- 
dered to  be  traufmitted,  by  the  corresponding 
committees,  to  other  colonics,  containing  ai- 
furances  of  the  zeal  and  activity  prevailing  in 
Mallaehufiet's  Bay,  and  the  general  ankiety  to 
meet  in  congrefs. 

At  Salem,    the  merchants   and    freeholders  isrtcjiine. 
prclented  an  addrefs  to  Gasje,  peribnallv  coin-  /UI,v: 

*  11-11  !•      •  r  '  in"'~ 

plimcntary,  hut  hi^-hlv  cemnnng  the  meal u res  chads' of 
he  was  deputed  to  fupport     They  commifer-  s',,em  '-° 

l  i    l  t-  the    crn- 

ated  the  peopleof  Boiton,  but  declined  availing 

tbemiclvcsof  the  advantages  tendered  bv  the  act, 
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by  removing  the  trade  from  the  capital  to  their 
town.  They  faid,  "  Nature,  in  the  formation  of 
their  harbour,  forbad  a  rivalfhip  with  the  con- 
venient mart  of  Boilon,  and  were  it  other- 
wife,  they  mult,  be  dead  to  every  idea  of  juf- 
tice,  loft  to  all  feelings  of  humanity,  could 
they  indulge  one  thought  to  acquire  wealth, 
"  and  raife  their  fortunes  on  the  ruin  of  their 
"  furfering  neighbours."  They  fpoke  in  high 
terms  of  the  hardships  encountered  by  their  an- 
ceftors,whoto  avoid  oppreffiombraved  every  dan- 
ger, and  began  a  fettlement  on  bare  creation ; 
in  a  dreary  wiklernefs  filled  with  favage  beafts, 
and  yet  more  favage  men;  and  complained  of 
the  hardihips  endured  by  themfelves,  the  pro- 
geny of  fuch  anceftors,  in  being  checked  and 
diflionoured  for  exhibiting  proofs  of  that  fpirit 
which  in  their  fathers  produced  fuch  aftonim- 
ing  effects.  They  ardently  withed  for  a  happy 
union  with  the  Britifh  empire,  and  would  glad- 
ly adopt  every  meafure  compatible  with  the 
dignity  and  fafety  of  Britifh  fubjecls.  The  go- 
vernor, in  his  anfwer,  alfured  them  of  his  fym- 
pathy  with  the  people  of  Bofton,  and  of  the 
good  will  of  Great  Britain  towards  her  colo- 
nies; but  the  mother^country  retaining  her  an- 
cient fpirit,  found  it  neceflary  to  iupport  her 
rights,  as  head  of  the  empire,  not  by  checking 
the  free  fpirit  which  colonilts  derived  from  their 
anceftors,  but  by  inculcatingthat  due  obedience 
to  the  king  and  parliament,  which  their  fathers 
had  acknowledged. 

By  the  activity  of  the  correfponding  commit- 
tees, a  general  aifociation  was  framed  through- 
out the  continent,  which  was,  according  to  the 
puritanical  cant  of  the  preceding  age,  called, 
A  Solemn  League  and  Covenant.  In  this  com- 
pa6t,  the  parties,  from  a  confeioufnefs  that  no 

other 
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other  means  exitled  of  avoiding  the  horrors  of  chap. 
flavery,  or  the  carnage  and  defolation  of  civil   3?^ 
war,  in  the  prefence  of  God,  folemnly,  and  in     1774. 
good  faith,  covenanted,  to  fufpend  all  commer- 
cial intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  till  the  Bof- 
ton  port  act  fhould  be  repealed,  and  reftoration 
made  of  their  chartered  rights :    not   to  pur- 
chafe  or  confume  any  goods  or  merchandize 
from  Great  Britain,  after  the  laft  day  of  Au- 
guft;  and  to  have  no  dealings  with  peribns  who 
iJiould    break  this  agreement:    but  to  publiih 
their  names,  as  enemies  to  their  country,   and 
cut  off  from  all  focial  intercourfe.    This  folemu 
league  and  covenant  was  received  with  the  ut- 
moft  alacrity  by  the  people  of  MaffachiivTet's 
Bay.     In  vain  did  Gage  iilue  a  proclamation,  20th  June, 
forbidding  fuch  unlawful  and  traiterous  com-  pi.o?fama- 
binations,  and  commanding  all  magiftratesand  tion. 
other  officers  to  apprehend  perfons  publishing 
or  tendering  them  for  fignature :  his  orders  were 
difregarded,  and  the  compact  generally  received. 

Amidst  the  exertions  of  oppofition,  fome  ef-  Efforts  at 
forts  were  not  wanting  to  effect  a  reconciliation 
with  government.  An  addrefs  was  prefented 
to  the  governor,  figned  by  a  hundred  and  twen- 
ty gentlemen  and  merchants,  inhabitants  of 
Bolton,  containing  a  difavowal  ot  lawlefs  vio- 
lences,  and  lamenting  that  he  was  not  intrufted 
with  a  difcretionary  power  of  reftonng  com- 
merce to  its  ancient  courfe,  without  the  lofs  of 
time,  which  mult  be  occafioned  by  a  reference 
to  the  king  in  council.  The  iuftices  of  the  ge-  6th  July. 
neral  feflion,  on  their  meeting  in  the  county  of 
Plymouth,  betides  their  congratulations  to 
Gage  on  his  appointment,  expreifed  ferioiis 
concern  at  feeing  the  inhabitants  of  fome  towns, 
influenced  by  certain  perfons,  calling  them- 
fclves  committees  of  correi'pondence,   and  en- 

vol.  n.  l  couraged 
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chap,   couraged  by  fome  whofe  bufmefs  was  to  preach 
ciSiL    ^ie  g°fpel  °f  Chrift,  and  inculcate  principles  of 
J774-      loyalty  and  obedience,  entering  into  a  league, 
calculated  to  increafe  the  difpleafure  of  the  fo- 
vereign,  exafperate  the  parent-country,  and  in- 
terrupt and  deftroy  the  harmony  of  fociety. 
An  attempt  was  made  by  the  opulent  inhabi- 
tants of  Bolton  to  procure  the  palling  of  refo- 
lutions,  for  indemnifying  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, and  for  ditlblving  the  committee  of  cor- 
refpondence ;  but  their  exertions   were  over- 
ruled by  a  large  majority  of  the  lower  clafs. 
Drafts  of        All    conciliatory  endeavours  were   finally 
Mbt?     fruftrated,  by  the  arrival  of  drafts  of  the  bills 
rive ;         for  altering  the  charter,  reforming  the  courfe  of 
juftice,  and  quartering  foldiers  in  the  colony. 
Their  ef-    Thefe  bills  were  printed,  and  diftributed  in  all 
feft«  parts  of  the  continent,  with  pernicious  activity, 

and  unlimited  profusion:  they  completed  the 
exafperation  againft  the  caufe  and  government 
of  England,  and  railed  to  its  utmoft  pitch  the 
fpirit  of  partiality  for  the  people  of  MatTachuf- 
fet's  Bay.  All  oppofition  to  the  popular  caufe 
was  fupprerlcd  by  clamour  and  violence:  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  were  confidered  martyrs 
for  liberty,  and  numerous  fubfcriptions  were 
opened  for  their  relief. 
Arrival  General    Gage,    fully   appreciating   the 

•t  troops,  dangers  and  difficulties  of  his  htuation,  and 
knowing  the  ineificacy  in  times  of  popular 
commotion,  of  all  appeals  to  the  municipality 
or  the  leo'iflature,  ordered  to  Bofton  fome  re- 
giments  of  foot,,  with  a  detachment  of  artillery, 
who  were  encamped  on  the  common.  They 
were  reinforced  by  troops  from  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland;  but  he  foon  found  the  ufual  arti- 
fices of  the  colon i Its  employed,  and  defertion, 
frequent  and  much  encouraged.      To  check 

this 
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this  dangerous  fpirit,  he  firft  iffued  a proclama-   chap. 
tion,  with  the  alternatives  of  pardon  to  thofe   ^J^^* 
who  mould  return  to  their  duty  within  a  limit-      1774- 
ed  time,  and  punhhment  to  thofe  who  refufed  *5th  ^uly* 
compliance.      He  then  placed  a  guard  at  Bof-  Alarm  on 
ton  Neck,  a  narrow  ifthmus,  which  ioins  the  Placi"Sa 
town  with  the  country.     This  proceeding,  mo-  Bofton 
derate  in  itfelf,  and  dictated  by  necethty,  was  Neck. 
made  the  fubject  of  alarm  to  the  whole  colony, 
and  magnified   into   a  defign   of  intercepting 
communication,   and    by    famine    compelling 
the  inhabitants  of  Bofton  to  comply  with  the 
views  of  government.      Such  was  the  effect  of 
thefe  infinuations,  that  the  people  of  Worcefter 
aifembled  in  arms,  and  deputed  perfons  to  in- 
quire into  the  fact;  to  afK'ure  the  people  of  Bof- 
ton of  the  affiftance  of  feveral  thoufand  armed 
men  in  cafe  of  necefnty  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
to  caution  them  ao-ainit  the  bafenefs  of  furren- 
dering  their  liberties,  as  fuch  an  a6t  would  be 
difavowed  by  the  country. 

In  the  midft  of  this  general  ferment,  the  acls  Auguft. 
for  altering:  the  charter  and  reo-ulating  judicial  Nf? col,n- 

r  -j  r\c    i?  •  4.      r  cil  formed. 

proceedings  arrived.  Or  thirty-lix  mem- 
bers appointed  by  the  king  to  form  a  colonial 
council,  only  twenty-four  would  be  fworn,  and 
of  thefe  many  were  fubfequently  obliged,  by 
threats  and  injuries,  to  reiign  their  commiihons. 
They  iffued  writs,  however,  according  to  the 
new  law,  for  convening  an  aliembly  in  Oeto- 
ber. 

All  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  law  were  Lawbufi- 
alio  fufpended  ;  for  the  juries  throughout  the  "^j/ 
province  refufed  to  take  the  oaths  under  the 
new  judges  and  the  new  laws  ;  and  the  inferior 
officers  of  the  courts,  with  all  humility,  im- 
plored pardon  in  the  public  papers,  for  having 
itfued  warrants  to  funnnon  juries;  even  if  their 
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country  forgave  them,  they  faid,  they   could 
neter  forgive  theinfelves. 

Disaffection  and  tumult  fp read  on  every 
fide ;  the  reign  of  law  was  iutirely  diilblved, 
and  Gage  apprehending  more  ferious  confe- 
quences  from  force,  took  the  opportunity  of  a 
general  mufter  of  the  militia,  to  deprive  them 
of  their  ammunition  and  ftores,  which  he 
placed  under  eipecial  cuiiody;  and  'removed  to 
Bofton  all  the  military  ftores  depolited  at 
Charleftown,  Cambridge,  and  Medford.  Thefe 
meafures  were  not  adopted  without  clamour 
and  threats  of  reiiltance :  the  deftrucrion  of 
houfes,  and  abufe  of  perfons,  awaited  the 
friends  of  government;  and  even  the  gover- 
nor's company  of  cadets,  compofed  wholly  of 
gentlemen,  and  fuppofed  to  be  intirely  attach- 
ed to  government,  fuddenlv  difbanded  them- 
felves,  and  returned  their  ftandard. 

Yet  Gage  did  not  lofe  his  iirmnefs,  or  aban- 
don  the  caufe  of  government.  The  ielecl  men 
of  Salem,  having,  in  defiance  of  the  new  laws, 
and  of  repeated  admonitions,  proceeded,  ac- 
cording to  their  ancient  cuitom,  to  the  election 
of  town-officers,  he  ilhied  orders  for  appre- 
hending them  :  but  before  the  command  could 
be  executed,  the  meeting  was  diilblved.  See- 
ing  the  indifpenhble  neceffity  of  feparating  the 
troops  from  the  people,  he  refolved  to  fortify 
Bofton  Neck,  and  to  erect  barracks  :  but  fuch 
was  the  effect  of  the  fpirit  which  animated  all 
ranks,  and  of  the  exhortations  by  which  they 
were  dailv  inflamed,  that  though  workmen 
were  reluctantly  engaged,  the  people  ihewed 
their  antipathy  againft  the  meafure,  and  im- 
peded the  projected  works  by  every  petty 
manoeuvre:  they  burned  a  quantity  of  ftraw, 
funk  boats  laden  with  bricks,  and  overturned 
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carts  employed  in   conveying   wood   for  the   chap. 
life  of  the  army.     Gage,    however,   though  he   J^™* 
anticipated  fcenes  of  bloodihcd   as  inevitable,       1774. 
would   not   commence  them  by  permitting  the 
foldiers  to  fire  on  the  offenders. 

Every  effort  was  employed  by  the  com-  They  arm. 
mittees  of  correspondence,  and  the  demagogues, 
to  keep  alive  the  flame  of  {edition.  Continual 
alarms  were  circulated  of  mailacres  by  the 
troops  ;  of  the  town  being  cannonaded  by  the 
ihips ;  and  of  clangers,  the  more  terrific  from 
not  being  precifely  defcribed.  Arms  were  in 
every  man's  hand,  and  though  the  time  did 
not  yet  appear  ripe  for  the  commencement  of 
hoftile  operations  againft  government,  the  in- 
tention was  fo  decidedly  manifeiled,  as  to  leave 
no  doubt  of  the  event. 

In  this  ftate  of  affairs,  when  the  old  charter  Suffolk 
conftitution  was  abrogated,  and  the  newly-  meeting, 
eftabliihed  fyffem  fufpended  by  violence,  the 
leading  men  of  the  province  determined  on 
holding  an  affembly  of  delegates  from  all  the 
towns  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  of  which  Bof- 
ton  was  the  capital.  This  meeting  palled  refo- 
lutions  more  decidedly  hoftile  to  the  authority 
of  Great  Britain,  than  any  which  had  yet  ap- 
peared explicitly  fanetioned.  They  were  pre- 
faced, it  is  true,  with  a  formal  profeffion  of  al- 
legiance, but  were  calculated  throughout  to 
vindicate  refiftance  and  ftigmatize  obedience 
as  a  dereliction  of  natural  right.  The  late  acls 
were  called  grofs  infractions  of  their  civil  and 
religious  liberties,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
rejected,  as  the  wicked  attempts  of  an  aban- 
doned adminiftration  to  eftabliih  defpotic  go- 
vernment. They  rcfolved  to  indemnify  all 
flicriffs,  jurors,  and  others,  who  ihould  be  pro- 
fecutcd  for  not  carrying  into  execution  pro- 
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CHAP,  cefs  ifTued  by  the  prefent  unconftitutional 
y^mb  Jll(%es'  anc^  declared  all  members  of  the  new 
J774-  council,  who  ihould  perfift  in  holding  their 
commiffions,  incorrigible  enemies  to  their  coun- 
try. Their  resolutions  alfo  cenfured  the  forti- 
fying of  Bofton  Neck,  and  the  Quebec  act ; 
whereby  the  religion  of  Rome,  and  laws  of 
France  were  eftablifhed ;  recommended  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  en- 
couragement of  home  manufa6tures,  the  hold- 
ing of  a  provincial  congrefs,  a  ftrict  obedience  to 
the  decrees  of  the  continental  congrefs;  and 
the  people  were  exhorted  to  perfect  themfelves 
in  the  military  fcience,  by  appearing  under 
arms  once  in  every  week.  Adverting  to  the 
late  intended  arreft  of  the  felect  men  of  Salem, 
they  advifed,  in  cafe  fuch  a  meafure  iliould  be 
again  attempted,  that  all  the  officers  of  fo  ty- 
rannical a  government  mould  be  feized  and 
detained,  till  the  others  were  reftored  to  liberty. 
They  alfo  took  upon  themfelves  to  recommend^ 
(which  amounted  to  a  decree)  that  the  collec- 
tors and  receivers  of  public  revenues  ihould  re- 
tain the  monies  in  their  hands,  till  the  civil 
government  of  the  province  was  placed  on  a 
conftitutional  foundation,  or  the  provincial 
congrefs  mould  give  different  orders.  They 
exhorted  the  people  to  reftrain  their  refent- 
ments,  to  avoid  riots,  and  convince  their  ene- 
mies that  in  a  caufe  fo  folemn,  their  conduct 
ihould  merit  approbation  from  the  wife,  and 
admiration  from  the  brave  and  free  of  every 
age  and  country.  Thefe  violent  and  daring 
refolutions  concluded  with  the  following  re- 
markable  inftruction,  which  mews  the  reliance 
placed  on  the  committees  of  correfpondence, 
and  the  purpofes  of  their  inftitution  :  "  Should 
w  our  enemies,  by  any  fudden  manoeuvre,  ren-* 
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der  it  neceflary  to  afk  ai'l  from  our  brethren  chap. 
in  the  country,  fome  one  of  the  committee   J2SL', 
of  correfpondence,  or  a  Select  man  from  the      J774- 
town,  where  hoftilities  ihall  commence,    or 
be  expe6ted,   or  from  the   town  adjoining, 
mail  difpatch  couriers  with  written  mefiages 
to  the  fele6t  men,  or  committees   of  corref- 
pondence of  the  towns  in  the  vicinity,  who 
mall  fend  others  to  committees  more  remote, 
until  furficient  afliftance  be  obtained  ;  the 
expence  of  couriers  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
county,  until  otherwife  ordered  by  the  pro- 
vincial congrefs." 
They  alfo  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  9th  Sept. 
on  the  governor,  with  a  remonftrance  againft  Theirre- 
the  fortifying   of  Bofton    Neck ;    the  infults  t0  Gage. 
which  the  foldiers,  encouraged  by  their  officers, 
exercifed  againft  paflengers  ;  and  the  feizure  of 
public  magazines.    To  thefe  circumitances,  and 
the  obnoxious    acts  of  parliament,  to   which 
they  declared  their  firm  refolution,  by  divine 
ajjijlance,  never  to   fubmit,  the  remonftrance 
imputed    the   agitation   of  the   public   mind. 
They  defired  to  avoid  hoftilities  with  the  king's 
troops,  disclaimed  every  wifli  and  idea  of  in- 
dependency, and  attributed  the  troubles  of  the 
colonies  to   mifmformation,    arifing  from   the 
finifter  deiigns  of  individuals.      The  governor  Hisanfwcr. 
returned  a  ihort  anfwer,  denying:  that  he  in- 
tended  to  prevent  free   accefs  to   Bofton,  or 
would   Suffer  any  one  under  his  command  to 
injure  the  perfons  or  property  of  the  king's  Sub- 
jects ;  but  it  was  his  duty  to  preferve  the  peace 
and  prevent  furprize ;  and  he  gave  aifurances 
the  cannon  would  not  be  ufed   unlets  hoftile 
proceedings  rendered  it  neceflary. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  go-  Jy"^ 
vernor  iifued  writs,  according  to  the  form  of  defiance  of 
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the  new  law,  for  convening  an  affembly,  on  the 
fifth  of  October;  but  the  courfe  of  fubiequent 
events,  the  tumultuous  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  numerous  refignations  of  the  mem- 
bers of  council  appointed  by  the  crown,  which 
had  reduced  them  to  too  fmall  a  number  to 
form  a  houfe,  induced  him  to  countermand,  bv 
proclamation,  the  execution  of  the  writs  of 
lummons,  and  difcharge  thofe  already  returned 
from  the  duty  of  attendance.  The  advantage 
of  meeting  in  a  public  manner  to  difcufs  and 
refolve,  was  not,  however,  to  be  fo  eafdy  re- 
nounced ;  the  leading  men  of  the  province  de- 
clared the  proclamation  illegal;  the  reprefen- 
tatives,  who  were  elected,  met  at  Salem,  and 
having  waited  a  day  in  pretended  expectation 
of  the  governor,  denominated  themfelves  a 
provincial  congrels,  chofe  Hancock  for  their 
preiident,  and  adjourned  to  Concord,  a  town 
diftant  about  twenty  miles  from  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment, where  they  were  lefs  apprehenfive  of 
interruption  or  forcible  cliuolution. 

One  of  their  earlieft  proceedings  was  a  re- 
monftrance  to  the  governor,  in  which  they 
vindicated  their  meeting  by  a  reference  to  the 
diitraCtcd  ftate  of  the  colony;  complained  that 
the  rigour  of  the  late  laws  was  exceeded  by  the 
manner  of  putting  them  into  execution,  and 
decried  the  operation  of  thofe  ftatutes  as  cal- 
culated to  abridge  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
licence  murder.  They  reprefented  the  alarm 
from  the  great  increafe  of  troops,  and  the 
formidable  preparations  at  Bofton  Neck,  which 
endangered  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property, 
of  the  people  of  Bofton,  and  of  the  whole 
province.  They  therefore  entreated  him,  by 
his  regard  for  the  king's  honour,  the  dignity 
of  the  empire,  and  the  public  peace  and  welfare, 

to 
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to  defift  from  the  conftruction  of  the  fortrefs  at  chap. 
the  entrance  of  the  town,  and  reftore  that  pais     xxui. 
to  its  natural  ftate.  1774. 

To  this  addrefs,  the  general,  although  averfe  Hisaniwer. 
to  a  correipondence  with  an  illegal  alfembly, 
anfwered  in  indignant  terms :  he  faid,  the 
lives,  liberty,  or  property  of  none  but  avow- 
ed enemies  could  be  in  danger  from  the  troops 
of  Britain,  who  could  never  harbour  the  black 
defign  of  wantonly  enflaving  or  deftroying 
any  people;  in  fact  they  had  fliewn  no  difpo- 
iition  to  hoftility,  though  they  might  be  ex- 
pected to  feel  refentment  at  the  exertions  ufed 
to  deprive  them  even  of  the  neceifaries  of  life. 
He  reminded  the  felf-conftituted  congrefs  that 
while  they  affectedly  complained  of  altera- 
tions in  the  charter,  their  very  meeting  was  a 
direct  violation  of  their  own  confutation  ;  and 
admonifhed  them  to  defift  from  fuch  illegal 
and  unconftitutional  proceedings. 

Not  intimidated,  however,  by  this  advice,  Their  fur- 
they  proceeded  to  adopt  the  meafures  fuggefted  Ceedn[°s 
by  the  Suffolk  meeting.  They  found  their  re- 
commendations attended  with  the  effect  of 
laws,  and  therefore  iifued  them  on  the  moft 
important  fubjeets :  they  fettled  the  militia, 
arranged  means  for  providing  arms,  and  or- 
dered the  receipt  of  taxes,  and  the  retention  of 
them,  in  the  hands  of  iheriffs  and  collectors. 
They  alio  appointed  a  day  of  public  thankf- 
giving  to  the  Almighty,  for  the  union  which 
fo  remarkably  prevailed  in  all  the  colonies.0 

Such  proceedings  a roufed  the  governor,  who  lothNov. 
iffued  a  proclamation,  cautioning  the  people  ^i;;e's 
againft  paying  obedience,  or  affording  fan6tion  tion      " 

againft 

e  This  thankfgiving  was  celebrated  the  15th  day  of  December,   "xeJn« 
following. 

to 
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chap,  to  the  requifitions,  recommendations,  direc- 
xxiii.  tions,  or  refolves  of  an  unlawful  aflembly, 
^74-  whofe  proceedings  were  cenfured  as  highly  fe- 
ditious,  and  approximating  to  treafon  and  re- 
bellion. But  the  governor's  proclamation,  as 
on  former  occasions,  was  contemned,  and  the 
recommendations  univerfally  obeyed.  The 
congrefs,  at  length,  diffolved  themfelves,  hav- 
ing appointed  the  enfuing  February  for  a  new 


meeting. 


5th  Sept.        The  congrefs  of  MaffachufTet's  Bay  received 
ftegenell  a  new  hnpulfe,  and  frequent  advice  from  the 
congrefs  at  continental  congrefs,  which  was  fitting  atPhi- 
Phihdel-     jajeiphia.     It  muft  have  been  a  great  triumph 
p  ia'         to  the  projector  of  correfponding  committees, 
to  obferve  the  unanimity  with  which  this  mea- 
fure  was  received  and  fanctioned.     No  longer 
did  America  exhibit  the  appearance  of  rival 
colonies,  piquing  themfelves  on  feparate  rights, 
and  boafling  the  relative  advantages  of  different 
charters,  and  different  conftitutions;   all  fuch 
feiitiments  were  buried  in  oblivion :   the  fame 
grievances,  though  not  felt  by  all,  were  com- 
plained of  by  all ;  and  the  fame  remedy,  with- 
out apparent  previous  communication,  was  ge- 
nerally recurred  to,  with  the  only  difference  of 
more  or  lefs  violence  according  to  the  genius 
of  the  people,  or  the  temper  of  the  favourite 
its  form-    leaders.     Georgia  alone  refufed  to  fend  dele- 
tion,       gates ;  all  the  other  colonies  deputed  various 
numbers  of  members,  nine  being  the  greateft, 
and  two  the  fmalleft  reprefentation  ;  they  were 
qualified  in  various  modes,  fome  by  the  pro- 
vincial affemblies,  fome  by  town-meetings,  and 
fome  by  the  committees  of  correfpondence.    In 
Rhode"  ifland  the  election  was  ratified  by  the 
governor.     The  whole  number  who  attended 
congrefs  was  fifty-fix.     The  inequality  of  re- 
prefentation 
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prefentatlon  was  remedied  in   the  manner  of  chap. 
voting-,  as  each  colony  had  one  fuffraee  only    xxm- 
in  the  decifion  of  every  queftion;  although  the      177+. 
reprefentatives  of  each  colony,  feparately  de-  Jf.0,^^ 
clared,  by  the  enumeration  of  a  majority,  on 
which  fide  that  vote  mould  be  recorded.     This 
regulation  hud  mblequently  the  effect  of  giv- 
ing an  appearance  of  unanimity  to  the  pro- 
ceedings; the  precaution  was  alio  adopted  of  secrecy 
debating  in  private,  with  the  doors   carefully  debate. 
locked  and   guarded;    thus  the  people  being 
prevented  from  ever  attaining  a  knowledge  of 
the  arguments  bv  which  any  meafure  was  com- 
bated  or  fuftained;  the  reiuits  were  received  as 
the  abftracts  of  wifdom  and  union,  and  hailed 
with  the  veneration  due  to  oracular  edicts. 

Some  of  the  votes,  or  inftruclions  to  deputies,  Terms  of 
which  were  read  as  credentials  at  the  firft  fit-  J"^"0" 
ting  of  congrefs,  were  conceived  in  loofe  and 
general  terms,  and  empowered  the  deputies  to 
confult  and  advife  on  proper  meafures  for  ad- 
vancing the  beji  good  of  the  colonies;  but  in 
general  they  fpecifically  enjoined  an  attention 
to  the  redrefs  of  certain  exprefs  grievances,  and 
the  renewal  and  maintenance  of  the  connection 
and  amity  with  Great  Britain,  fo  eilential  to 
the  interefts  of  both.  Under  thefe  reftraints, 
fpeculations  of  a  different  tendency  could  not 
be  promulgated  till  the  public  mind  was  fur- 
ther prepared,  and  therefore,  in  all  proceedings, 
a  formal  acknowledgment  was  made  of  the 
fupremacy  of  the  mother-country,  and  the  fub- 
jeclionof  the  colonies,  although,  byfubfequent 
definitions  and  reftrictions,  the  power  of  the 
one,  and  the  fubmifhon  of  the  other,  were  re- 
duced to  mere  names. 

After  appointing  officers,  and  eftablilhing  rothSept* 
committees,  they  took  into  confideration  the  lh*<on~ 

>  J  givls  ap- 
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chap,  proceedings  of  the  Suffolk  meeting,  their  refo- 
lutions, recommendations,  and  aclrirefs  to  the 
governor ;  of  all  which  they  expreffed  the  high- 
eft  approbation,  and  recommended  them  to 
general  adoption,  as  the  means  of  carrying  fuch 
conviction  to  the  Britiih  nation,  of  the  unwife, 
urijuit,  and  ruinous  policy  of  administration, 
as  would  quickly  introduce  better  men  and 
wifer  meafures.  They  approved  of  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  late  acts  of  parliament,  declared, 
that  in  cafe  of  an  attemnt  to  carry  them  into 
execution  by  force,  all  America  ought  to  fup- 
port  the  people  of  M  alike  buffet's  Bay,  and 
recommended  a  continuance  of  the  fubferip- 
tions  for  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bof- 
ton.  They  afterwards  rcquefted  the  merchants 
and  all  other  perfons  in  the  various  colonies,  to 
tranfmit  no  new  orders  for  o-oods  to  Great  Bri- 
tain,  but  to  countermand,  or  fufpend,  thofe  al- 
ready iffued;  and  formed  refolutions  for  difcon- 
tinuing,  after  the  firft  of  December,  the  impor- 
tation and  ufe  of  all  goods  from  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland;  and  for  the  ceffation  of  all  exports 
to  thofe  countries  and  to  the  Weft  Indies,  af- 
ter the  tenth  of  September  1775;  and  they 
declared  the  feizure  of  any  perfon,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  tranfporting  him  beyond  the  lea,  to 
be  tried  for  an  offence  committed  in  America, 
contrary  to  law;  it  would  jultify,  and  ought  to 
meet  with,  refiftance  and  reprifal. 

Meanwhile  the  committee,  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  had  fubmitted  to  congrefs  aferies 
of  refolutions,  forming  a  declaration  of 
14th  oa.  rights,  which  were  adopted,  and  publifhed  by 
authority.  They  were  prefaced  by  an  enume- 
ration of  grievances,  fince  the  termination  of 
the  laft  war;  among  which  were  cited,  the  de- 
claratory act,  eftabliihing  the  right  of  Great 
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Britain  to  bind  America  in  all  cafes  whatever;  chap. 
the  imposition  of  taxes  for  the  purpofe  of  rail-  ^J^ 
ing  a  revenue;  the  eftablimment  of  a  board  of  1774- 
commiffioners;  the  extenfion  of  the  jurifdicfion 
of  the  admiralty;  the  alteration  of  the  eftabliih- 
ment  of  judges;  the  revival  of  the  obfolete 
ftatute  of  Henry  VIII.;  the  three  acts  of  the 
late  feffion  relative  to  MalTachuflfet's  Bay,  and 
that  for  eftablifliing  the  government  of  Que- 
bec; the  diifolution  of  aifemblies,  and  the  dif- 
regard  ihewn  by  minifters  to  petitions  for  re- 
drefs.  v/nder  thefe  circumilances,  the  good 
people  of  the  twelve  colonies,  juftly  alarmed  at 
the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  parliament  and 
adminiftration,  had  appointed  deputies  to  a  ge- 
neral congrefs,  in  order  to  obtain  fuch  an  efta- 
blimment as  would  fecure  their  religion,  laws, 
and  liberties  from  fubverfion.  Therefore  the 
deputies  did,  in  the  firft  place  (as  Englishmen, 
their  anceftors,  had  ufually  done  in  like  cafes) 
form  a  declaration,  for  the  purpofe  of  allerting 
and  vindicating  their  rights  and  liberties. 

They  claimed  their  rights  as  founded  on 
the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of 
the  Engliih  conftitution,  and  their  feveral 
charters  or  compacts.  From  thefe  latitudina- 
rian,  and  incongruous  fources,  they  principally 
afl limed  for  thcmfclvcs  an  abfolute  title  to  life, 
liberty,  and  property,  which  no  fovereign  pow- 
er could  difpofe  of  without  their  confent.  Their 
anceftors,  they  faid,  pofleffed,  and  had  not  for- 
feited by  emigration,  all  the  rights,  liberties, 
and  immunities  of  Englimmen,  and  their  cle- 
fcendents  were  therefore  intitled  to  them,  fo 
far  as  cifcumftances  would  admit.  The  foun- 
dation of  all  free  government,  being  a  right  to 
participate  in  a  legislative  council,  and  the  cir- 
eumiiances  of  America  rendering  it  impofiible 

fur 
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chap,  for  them  to  be  reprefented  in  the  Britiih  par- 
XXIlL    liament;  they  claimed  a  right  to  free  legiilation 
'  »774.      in  all  cafes  of  taxation  and  internal  polity,  fub- 
jecl  only  to  the  king's  negative:  they  were  will- 
ing, however,  to   confent  to  the  operation  of 
British  acls  of  parliament,  bona  fide  reitricred 
to  the  regulation  of  commerce,  but  excluding 
every  idea  of  taxation,   internal  or  external. 
The  refpeclive    colonies  were  intitled   to  the 
common  law  of  England,   and  to  the  benefit 
of   all    ftatutes  which  exifted  at  the  time  of 
their  colonization,  and  particularly1  to  the  in- 
eftimable  privilege  of  a  trial  by  their  peers,  and 
in  their  own  vicinage.    They  were  alio  intitled 
to  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  granted 
by  their  charters,  and  fec.ured  by  the  provincial 
laws.   They  had  a  right  to  affemble  to  coniider 
of  their  grievances ;  and  all  profccutions,  pro- 
hibitory proclamations,  and  commitments,  on 
that  account,  were  illegal,  as  was  the  keeping  a 
Handing  army  in  any  of  the  colonies  in  time  of 
peace,   without  confent   of  the  people.      And 
finally,    the  exerciie   of  legiflative  power    in 
feveral  colonies,  by  a  council  appointed  dur- 
ing pleafure,  by  the  crown,  was  declared  uncon- 
ftitutional,  dangerous,  and  defrructive  to  the 
freedom  of  American  legiilation.    Thefe  rights, 
they  afferted,   could  not  be  legally  taken  from 
them,  altered,  or  abridged,  by  any  power  what- 
ever, without  their  own  confent,  by  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  their  feveral  provincial  legilla- 
tures.     Then   recapitulating  their  grievances, 
to  which  they  could  no  longer  fubmit,   they 
declared  their  adoption  of  the  prefent  meafures 
to  be  founded  on  the  hope  that  their  fellow- 
fubjects  in    Great    Britain  would    reftore  the 
Americans  to  that  ftate  in  which  both  coun- 
tries had  found  happinefs  and  profperity. 

Their 
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Their  firft  proportion  was  an  aflbciation,  or  chap. 
agreement,  againlt  importation  or  confumption  vJSIir 
of  any  articles  of  Britifh  commerce,  and  againft      1774. 
the  exportation  of  their  own  produce  to  Great  ^p^" 
Britain,   Ireland,   or   the  Weft   Indies,  except  aflbciation. 
rice  to  Europe.     A  committee  was  to  be  chofen 
in  each  colony,   to  fuperintend  the  execution 
of  the  agreement,   and  the  committees  of  cor- 
refpondence  were  directed  frequently  to  infpect 
the  entries  at  the  cuftom-houfes,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  informing  againft  fuch  merchants  as 
violated  the  aflbciation,  with  whom  the  con- 
g-refs,  for  themfelves    and   their   conftituents 
(who  were  bound  by  their  fignature)  agreed 
to  have  no  commerce  or  intercourfe,   but  to 
conlider  them  unworthy  the  rights  of  freemen, 
and  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  their  country. 
The  agreement  was  to  continue  in  force  till 
the  repeal  of  all  the  acts  of  parliament  which 
conftituted  their  grievances ;  but  fome  of  the 
articles  would  in  their  effect  be  perpetual,  par- 
ticularly that  for  encouraging  the  growth  of 
wool,  and  one  for  abolifhing  the  Have-trade. 

Ax  other  of  their  meafures  was  to  addrefs  2lft  0c*« 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  ;  thole  of  their  own  the  pree0pie° 
colonies,  and  of  Canada  feparately.     In  each  of  Great 
of  thefe  productions,  great  artifice  was  ufed  in  Bma,IU 
directing  appeals  to  feeling  and  prejudice,  and 
in  citing  fuch  circumftances  as  were  calculated, 
through  hope  or  fear,  to  gain  adherents  to  their 
caufe.     The  people  of  Great  Britain  were  re- 
minded of  the   ftruo-gles  maintained  bv  their 
anceftors  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  told  that 
the  project;  of  minifters  in  endeavouring  to  cn- 
flave  the  Americans,    derived  from  the  fame 
itock,  tended  only  to  the  more  cafy  introduc- 
tion of  flavery  at  home.     They  claimed  a  par- 
ticipation, of  Britiih  rights,  and  flattered  the 

national 
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chap,  national  pride,  by  affecting  to  make  the  free- 
xxiii.    tiom  of  Engliihmen  the  model  and  fcope  of 
1774..      their  willies.     They  recapitulated  their  fer  vices 
in  the  former  war,  and  proceedings  of  parlia- 
ment fmce  that  time,  extenuating  the  plunder 
of  the  tea  mips,  which  they  defcribed  as  a  per- 
fonal,  not  a  public  affair,  the  remedy  of  which 
ouoht  to  have  been  fought  by  the  iufterers  in 
the  courts  of  law,  without  an  appeal  to  parlia- 
ment.    They  endeavoured  to  excite  national 
indignation  againft  the  late  acts,    and  directed 
the  fevered  invectives  againft  the  new  fyitem 
in  Quebec,  as  being  intended  to  overthrow  the 
liberties  of  the  Britiih  colonies  by  a  vaft  influx 
of  Catholics,  fwelled  by  emigrations  from  Eu- 
rope :  "  We  cannot  fupprefs  ouraftonhhment," 
they  fay,   "  that   a  Britiili  parliament  mould 
u  ever  confent  to  eftablilh  a  religion  which  has 
deluged  your  ifland  in  blood,  and  difperfed 
impiety,  bigotry,  perfecution,  murder,   and 
rebellion  through  every  part  of  the  world." 
Declaring  that  the  view  of  minifters  in  endea- 
vouring  to  tax  America  at  pleafure  was  merely 
to  draw  fuch  immenfe  fums  into  the  royal  cof- 
fers as  would  render  the  king  independent  of 
parliament,  and  that  a  fticcefsful  conteit  would 
be  attended  with  no  other  confequence ;  they 
demanded,  as  the  means  of  reftoring  harmony, 
to  be  placed  in  the  fame  iituation  they  were  at 
the  clofe  of  the  laft  war. 
Addrefsto       The  adclrefs  to  the  colonifts  contained  a  re- 
capitulation of  all  the  acls  of  the   Britiih  go- 
vernment, againft  which  exceptions  were  taken; 
a  review  of  the  conduct  of  the  American  00- 
vernors ;  a  vindication  of  the  proceedings  at 
New  York  and  Bofton ;  and  a  general  rehearlal 
of  late  grievances.     The  act  for  the  government 
of  Quebec  was  ftigmatizcd,  and  every  political 
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and  religious  prejudice  invoked  againft  it.  chap. 
From  this  detail,  as  well  as  from  authentic  in-  XX1II« 
teliigence  received,  the  congrefs  inferred,  as  an  1774. 
indubitable  poiition,  that  a  relblution  was 
formed,  and  then  carrying  into  execution,  to 
extinp'uifh  the  freedom  of  the  colonies  bv 
fubjeeting  them  to  a*  defpotic  government. 
Though  the  ftate  of  affairs,  they  proceeded  to 
obferve,  would  juftify  other  meafures,  yet 
weighty  reafons  induced  the  preference  of  thofe 
they  had  adopted.  Then  recapitulating  the 
refolutions  they  had  taken,  they  enforced  the 
neceihty  of  obierving  them,  and  frequently  al- 
luded to  the  probability  of  forcible  refiftance ; 
.advifing  the  people  to  extend  their  views  to  the 
molt  unhappy  events,  and  to  be  prepared  for 
every  contingency.  The  addrefs  concluded 
in  the  genuine  ftyle  of  puritanical  cant,  by  an 
earneft  entreaty  that  the  people  would,  above- 
all  things,  with  devotion  of  fpirit,  penitence  of 
heart,  and  amendment  of  life,  humble  them- 
felves,  and  implore  the  favour  of  Almighty 
God;  whofe  divine  goodnefs  was  fervently 
befought  to  take  them  into  his  gracious  pro- 
tection. 

After  the  abufe  lavifhed  in  the  foregoing  Addrefs  to, 
addrefles  on  the  Canadians,  and  the  malevo-  o/cSLc. 
lence  employed   in  railing  prejudices  again  ft 
their  religion  and  laws,  it  appears  furprizing 
to  find  them  invoked  as  friends  and  fellow  ci-  zst\\  oa. 
tizens  to  join  the    colonies,    and  fend   depu- 
ties to  the  next  congrefs.     The}-  were  told  that 
the  constitution  bellowed  on  them  by  parlia- 
ment was  a  violation  of  the  king's  promife  at 
the  peace ;  that  Britifh  rights  ought  to   have 
been  in  jufticc  fubftituted  for  gallic  jurifpru- 
dence.      Liberty  of  eoni'eieuee  in  religion  was 
frated  to  be  a  right  of  nature,   for  which  they 
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chap,  were  not  at  all  obliged  to  the  act  of  parliament* 
iiliij  f°r  *f  laws  divine  and  human  could  fecure  it 
*774-  againft  the  defpotic  attacks  of  wicked  men, 
it  was  fecure  before.  Thefe  principles  were 
inforced  by  artful  citations  from  foreign  wri- 
ters, particularly  Montefquieu  and  Beccaria, 
and  recommended  by  infidious  appeals  to  the 
love  of  glory,  fo  prevalent  in  the  French  cha- 
racter. On  an  union  with  the  other  colonies, 
the  people  of  Quebec  were  told,  would  depend 
the  alternative  of  being  governed  and  pro- 
tected by  juft  and  equitable  laM'S,  or  fubjecled 
to  all  the  evils  of  theEnglim  conftitution,  and 
French  government ;  thefe  were  enumerated  in 
formidable  array;  the  inquiution  and  the  ex- 
cife  ;  partial  judges,  and  arbitrary  governors  ; 
privileges  and  immunities  dependent  on  the 
fmiles  or  frowns  of  a  minifter,  lettres  de 
cachet,  jails,  dungeons,  and  oppreflive  fervice, 
were  difplayed  as  the  apparatus  of  a  govern- 
ment no  lefs  abfolute  than  that  of  the  defpots 
of  Afia  or  Africa. 
26th  oa.  The  petition  to  theTving,  after  enumerating 
Petition  to  all  their  grievances,  fome  of  which  were  of  a 
tie  nig.  fpec}fic?  others  of  a  general  nature,  prefumed, 
that  to  a  fovereign  who  "  gloried  in  the 
"  name  of  Briton,"  the  bare  recital  muft 
juftify  the  loyal  fubjects  who  fled  to  the  foot  of 
his  throne,  and  implored  his  clemency  for  pro- 
tection. They  attributed  all  the  diltrefles,  dan- 
gers, fears,  and  jcaloufies,  which  overwhelmed 
I  ho  colonies  with  arlliction,  to  the  deftrudtive 
iyftem  of  colonial  adminiflration,  adopted  lince 
the  conclufion  of  the  war.  "  Had  our  crea- 
"  tor,"  they  faid,  "  been  pleafed  to  give  us 
"  exiflence  in  a  land  of  flavery,  the  fenfe  of 
*  our  condition  might  have  been  mitigated  by 
il  ignorance  and  habit      But  thanks  be  to  hi*. 

"  adorable 
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*-  adorable  goodnefs,  we  were  born  the  heirs  of  chap. 
"  freedom,  and  ever  enjoyed  our  right  under   J^Ji^j, 
"  the  aufpices  of  your  royal  anceftors,  whofe     *77+. 
u  family  was  feated  on  the  Britifh  throne,  to 
"  refcue  and  fecure  a  pious  and  gallant  nation 
"  from  the  popery  and  defpotifm  of  a  fuperfti- 
"  tious  and    inexorable   tyrant."     Feeling  as 
men,  and  thinking  as  they  did,   filence  would 
be  difloyalty,  and  as  the  king  enjoyed  the  fig- 
nal  diftin&ion  of  reigning  over  freemen,   the 
language  of  freemen  could  not  be  difpleafmg*, 
but  his  indignation  would  rather  fall  on  thofe 
defigning  and   dangerous  men  who  daringly 
interpofed  between  him  and  his  faithful  fub- 
jeCts,  and  who  for  feveral  years  paft  had  been 
inceffantly  employed  indiflblving  the  bonds  of 
fociety,  abufing  his  majefty's  authority,  profe- 
cuting  the  moft  dangerous  and  irritating  pro- 
jects of  opprefnon,  and  accumulating  on  the 
petitioners  injuries  too  fevere  to  be  any  longer 
tolerable.      Such  fentiments,  they  faid,   were 
extorted  from  hearts  that  would  much  rather 
bleed  in  the  king's  fervice.     The  charges  of 
the  administration  of  juftice,  and  the  fupportof 
civil  government,  they  faid,  had  been  always 
fufficieiitly   provided  for;    the  conftitutional 
militias   were   fufficient  for  protection  of  the 
colonies  in  time  of  peace,  and  in   war  they 
would  always  be  willing,  when  constitutionally 
required,  to  make  ftrenuous  efforts  in  granting 
fupplies  and  raihng  forces  ;  thefe  proofs  of  at- 
tachment  were    equally    honourable    to  the 
prince  who  received,  and  the  people  who  ten- 
dered them,  the  petitioners  prized  the  privilege 
of  fo  exprefnng  their  attachment  too  highly 
ever  to  refign  it  to  any  body  of  men  on  earth, 
and  they  doubted  not  that  the  purity  of  their 
intention,  and  the  integrity  of  their  conduct, 

n  a  would 
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would  j  uft  ify  them  at  that  grand  triBriffa!  be- 
fore which  all  mankind  rauft  fubmit  to  judg- 
ment. They  afked  only  for  peace,  liberty,  an  4 
iafety  ;  not  defiring  a  diminution  of  the  prero- 
gative, or  the  grant  of  a  new  right :  the  royal 
authority  over  them,  and  the  connection  with 
Great  Britain,  they  would  always  carefully  and 
zealoufly  fupport  and  maintain.  They  pre- 
fented  their  petition  only  to  obtain  redrefs  of 
grievances,  and  relief  from  fears  and  jealoufies, 
occasioned  by  a  fyftem  of  ftatutes  and  regula- 
tions adopted  fmce  the  war,  which  they  enu- 
merated by  recapitulating  all  the  acts  affecting 
America,  and  then,  appealing  to  that  Being 
who  fearches  thoroughly  the  hearts  of  his  crea* 
lures,  folemnly  profeffed  that  their  councils  had 
been  influenced  by  no  other  motive  than  a 
dread  of  impending  deftru6tion. 

This  petition  was  tranfmitted  to  the  colo- 
nial agents,  with  inftructions,  after  delivering 
it  into  the  king's  hands,  to  make  it  public 
through  the  prefs,  together  with  their  lift  of 
grievances,  and  to  circulate  as  early  as  pofiiblc 
their  addrefs  to  the  people,  through  all  the 
trading  cities  and  manufacturing  towns. 

After  thefe  proceedings  they  d&blved, 
having  firft  puffed  a  refolution  for  convening  a 
new  congrefs  on  the  tenth  of  May. 

The  proceedings  of  congrefs  and  the  general 
tenor  of  their  resolutions,  evidently  indicated 
that  a  plan  of  hoftility  and  feparation  from  the 
mother-country  was  profoundly  meditated, 
and  unremittingly  purfued  by  thofe  who  pof- 
fcffed  the  greateft  influence,  and  whole  exer- 
tions gave  a  colour  to  all  the  proceedings. 
Moft  of  the  refolutions  adopted,  and  the  ge- 
neral tenor,  as  well  as  many  marked  expreffions,. 
in  -the  affociation,  addreffes,  and  petitions,. 
'*  pointed 
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pointed  decidedly  to  rcfiftance  and  mdepend-  chap. 
cnce :  even  the  ftudious  and  laboured  manner  XXI11; 
iii  which  thole  views  were  verbally  renounced,  n?** 
while  they  were  really  purf tied,  mult  contribute 
to  enforce  a  conviclion  that  the  expreffions  of 
lovaltv  and  fubmifiion  were  intended  only  to 
conceal  fentiments  diametrically  oppofitc.  Fety 
tercd  as  ibme  of  the  members  of  consrefs  were 
by  the  inftructions  of  their  conftituents,  many 
of  which  enjoined  them  to  purfue  none  but 
proper,  prudent,  and  lawful  meafures,  they 
could  not  openly  advance  their  claims,  and 
were  therefore  obliged  to  aifume  fuch  a  mode 
of  conduct  as  would  fecure  the  greateft  mare 
of  popularity,  and  dirfufe  the  fmal left  portion 
of  alarm.  Even  in  the  bofom  of  the  congrefs 
that  unanimity  did  not  prevail  which  is  indi- 
cated in  the  publication  of  their  proceedings : 
the  meafures  recommended  by  fome  of  the  de- 
magogues were  too  violent,  and  the  principles 
advanced  in  their  fupport  too  daring  to  be 
adopted  by  all  the  members ;  hence  it  fre- 
quently appears  on  the  journals  that  ftrenuous 
debates  were  maintained  ;  queftions  adjourned, 
and  reports  recommitted :  the  effect  of  thefe 
difagreements  was,  however,  prevented  from 
reaching  the  public,  by  an  artifice  of  the  leaders 
of  the  republican  party,  who,  before  any  bitfi- 
nefs  was  proceeded  on,  perluaded  the  other 
members  to  bind  thenifelves  in  an  agreement 
that  their  names  ihould  be  fubferibed  to  what- 
ever might  he  decided  by  a  majority,  and  no 
protelt  or  diiient  appear  on  the  minutes.d    Two 

<*  The  exception  of  rice  in  the  aflbciation  is  an  inftance  of  the  ad- 
drefs  of  the  leaders  of  congrefs,  in  managing  individual  intererts, 
and  fuppremng  oppofition.  The  article  was  at  rirft  framed  without 
any  exception,  but  the  delegates  from  Carolina  infilling  that  their 
conltituents  would  be  ruined,  and  threatening  to  abfent  themfelves 
unlets  a  modification  were  deviled,  occahoned  the  ridiculous  inter- 
polation of  the  words  except  nce/o  Eurof>e>  in  an  agreement  forbid* 
•ii-njj  exports  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

M  3  parties 
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chap,  parties  were  formed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
^^^J    fittings:  the  one,   confining  of  men  of  loyal 
» 774-      principles,    and  poffeffed  of  confiderable  for- 
tunes,  who  had  no  intention  but  that  of  can- 
didly and  clearly  defining  American  rights  and 
charters,  and  explicitly  and  dutifully  petition- 
ing for  redrefs  of  grievances;  thefe  meaning  to 
do  only  fuch  things  as  were  reafonable  and 
juft,  were  open  and  ingenuous.  The  other  party, 
compofed  of  congregational  and  preibyterian 
reprefentatives,  men  of  bankrupt  fortunes,  and 
overwhelmed   in  debt  to   Britifh    merchants, 
were  defirous  to  throw  off  all  fubordination  and 
connection  with  Great  Britain;   they  endea^ 
voured,  by  every  fiction,  falfehood,  and  fraud, 
to  delude  the  people  from  their  allegiance,  to 
reduce  government  to  a  ftate  of  anarchy,  and 
incite  the  ignorant  and  vulgar  to  arms,  for  the 
purpofe   of  eflabliihing    independence:    thefe 
men  were  fecret  and  hypocritical,  and  effayed 
every  art  to  conceal  their  intentions.     Thefe 
parties  held  each  other  in  check  for  fome  time; 
but  at  length  the  demagogues  triumphed;  the 
lafiitude  attending  a  perpetual  fyftem  of  de^ 
fence,   and  the   unwillingnefs  continually  to 
impute  principles  which  were  conftantly  denied, 
diminimed   their  alertnefs,   while   the  temper 
infufed   into  the  populace,  the  frequent  mef- 
fages  from  the  provincial  congrefs  of  Mafia* 
chuffet's  Bay,  and  the  examples  daily  exhibit* 
ed,   of  tarring  and  feathering  obnoxious  per- 
fons,  gave  additional  fpirit  to  the  violent,  and 
increafed  the  timidity  of  the  moderate  party. 

These  differences  of  opinion,  and  necefhties 
of  conciliation,  account  for  fome  incongruities 
in  the  proceedings.  The  declaration  of  rights 
is  a  ilrong  inftance;  it  is  founded  at  once  on 
the  laws  of  nature,  thofe  of  fociety,  and'  royal 

charters, 
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charters,  profefies  at  once  a  duty  of  obedience,  chap. 
and  right  of  felf- government;  avows  a  depend-  3^!^ 
ence  on  Britifli  acts  of  parliament,  to  the  pe-  1774. 
riod  of  the  colonization  of  America,  yet  denies 
the  right  of  the  mother-country  to  a  fubfe- 
caient  power  of  Icgiflation.  It  would  refult 
from  thefe  principles,  that  colonies  planted  at 
different  periods  were  fubjects  in  different  de- 
grees, and  that  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
repealing  one  of  the  ancient  ftatutes,  could  not 
give  force  to  the  repeal  in  America,  without 
Separately  confulting  each  of  the  governments. 
The  charters  were  appealed  to  as  the  bafis  of 
rights,  and  yet  fuch  of  them  as  appointed  an 
independent  legiflative  council  were  to  be 
abrogated  as  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  na- 
ture. The  petition  to  the  king  was  merely  an 
infidious  mockery;  the  profeinons  of  loyalty 
were  not  calculated  to  give  the  fovereign  af- 
furances  of  peaceable  domination,  but  to  vin- 
dicate the  petitioners  from  well  merited  charges 
of  difaffection,  without  renouncing  the  mode 
of  conduct  by  which  thofe  charges  were  incur- 
red. The  addrefs  to  the  people  of  America 
breathes  a  fpiritof  hoftility  and  reliliance  alone; 
that  to  the  Canadians  difcovers  the  deepeft  and 
moft  inveterate  malignity  againft  Great  Britain, 
and  is  replete  with  mean  artifices  to  cajole  the 
people  into  difaflfection :  the  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain  is  of  the  fame  order,  tend- 
ing to  difieminate  alarms  and  jealouhcs,  and 
create,  by  means  of  terror,  intereft,  or  policy,  a 
party  favourable  to  the  American  caufe.  Their 
committees  were  always  compofed  of  the  moft 
fiery  republicans,  which  may  account  for  the 
extent  and  prefumption  of  fome  of  their  claims, 
fueh  as  1  hole  of  repealing  all  the  acts  made  to 
a  fleet  them  linee  the  peace,  of  inlifting  on  a 
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change  of  minifters,  and  of  obtaining  every  de- 
mand without  the  leaft  conceffion  or  promife  of 
reparation  for  the  wrong  avowedly  committed.' 
Yet  whatever  arts  were  ufed  in  conciliation,  or 
whatever  advantages  gained  in  debate,  the  ge- 
neral congrels  feemed  fo  little  likely  to  gratify, 
in  their  utmoft  extent,  the  wifhes  of  the  leaders, 
that  it  was  on  the  point  of  feparating  without 
palling  a  refolution  to  re-aliemble,  until  Silas 
Deane,  one  of  the  members  for  Connecticut, 
without  previous  communication,  introduced 
the  proportion/ 

After  the  reparation  of  congrefs,  the  mid- 
dle and  fouthern  colonies,  where  infubordina- 
tion  had  before  made  but  little  progrefs,  ap- 
peared actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  New  England.  The  intention  of 
military  refiftance  was  openly  avowed  and  che- 
riihed;  the  militia  were  afiiduouily  drilled,  and 
arms  were  provided  with  great  indnftry  and 
perfeverence.  On  the  information  of  the  dif- 
ferent governors,  the  miniftry  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  iffue  a  proclamation,  forbidding  the  ex- 
port of  warlike  (lores;  but  this  prohibition  pro- 
duced onlv  a  greater  degree  of  eaarcrnefs,  and 
fome  riots.  Mills  and  manufactories  were  efta- 
bli/hed  for  the  ftructure  of  arms  and  composi- 
tion of  gunpowder,  and  premiums  were  offered 
for  the  production  of  falt-petre. 

Ox  the  proclamation  reaching  Rhode  Ifland, 
forty  pieces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the  crown 

c  This  account  is  derived  from  the  journal  of  proceedings  of  con- 
grefs, and  extracts  from  the  votes,  &c.  Philadelphia,  printed ;  re- 
printed by  Almon,  London,  1775.  Alfo  from  feveral  traces,  both 
American  and  Englifti,  particularly,  °  What  think  ye  of  the  con- 
grefs now  ?" — Galloway's  trails — and  Tucker's  fifth  trail  on  Ame- 
rican fubjecls. 

f  From  private  information,  by  one  who  had  the  facl:  from  Silas 
Deane. 

were 
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were  feized,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  pre-   chap, 
venting  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of   ^^ 
the  king's  troops,  and  the  declaration  was  ac-      1774* 
companicd  with  a  threat  of  refiftance,  ihould 
the  recovery  be  attempted.     The  afiembly  of 
the  province  fanctioned  thefe  proceedings,   by 
paiTing  resolutions  for  procuring,  at  the  public 
expence,    aims   and   military   ftores,    and  for 
training  the  militia. 

The  proclamation  alio  occafioned  an  infur-  i^hDar,, 
reeiion  in  New  Hamplhire,  where  a  number  of  ^■ndia 
armed  men  furprized  a  final!  fort,  called  William  Hamp* 
and  Mary,   imprifoned  the  garrifon,  confifting  ftw** 
only  of  an  officer  and   five  men,  and  did   not 
releafe  them  till  they  obtained  poffeflion  of  the 
ordnance,  gunpowder,  and  military  itores.8 

%  In  this  chapter,  reference  has  been  had  to  the  papers  bid  before 
parliament,  the  period  al  publications,  Almon's  collection  of  papers, 
and  Remembrancer;  biedman,  Andrews,  and  Ramfay ;  the  hiltory 
oi  lord  North's  adminiftration,  and  a  great  variety  of  tra&£  a&J 
pamphlets. 


1T0  HISTORY   OF    ENGLAND. 

CHAPTER   THE  TWENT V-FOURTH: 

1774. 

View  of  government  and  oppojition.—  Inde- 
pendency the  real  aim  of  the  Americans.  — 
Effect  of  corref ponding  committee*.  —  Of 
the  proceedings  in  Maffachujfefs  Bay. — Of 
the  acquifition  of  Canada.  — Of  the  proceed- 
ings of  congrefs.  —  Of  the  efforts  of  oppoji- 
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members  of  the  lower  houfe :  —  Mr.  Rig  by 
'—Sir  Gilbert  Elliott  —  Sir  Grey  Cooper 
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\  s  we  are  now  entering  on  the  period  when 

^  Great  Britain  was  about  to  commence  a 

^74..     fevere  and  arduous  conteft,    it  will  be  proper 

View  ot      briefly  to  review  the  motives  and  principles  of 

mmt  and    action  on  each  fide,  to   confidcr  the  means  of 

o^pofuion.  informatiou 
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information  which   government  poffeffed,    or  chap. 
might  have  obtained,  to  examine  the  theories     *XIV: 
and  arguments  of  oppofition,  and  to  delineate     »774« 
the  chief  political   characters  who    fupported 
and  oppugned  the  meafures  of  adminiftration. 

The   thin  veil  with  which  the  Americans  TheAme- 
covered  their  defigns,   rendered  only  a  fmall  n.can?'Tea* 

.  „  P  „  . .  v7  .  aim,  inde* 

degree  or  penetration  ncceilary  to  dilcover  that  pendency, 
abfolute  independence  was  the  aim  of  the  prin- 
cipal leaders,  that  they  contemplated  a  revolu- 
tion as  a  glorious  era,  and  were  prepared  ra- 
ther to  plunge  their  country  into  the  horrors 
of  civil  war,  than  renounce  their  favourite  pro- 
ject. Hence  their  complaints  of  grievances 
were  clamorous,  frequent,  and  fpecific,  while 
their  profel'iions  of  attachment  and  loyalty 
were  merely  general,  and  attended  withnopre- 
cife  offers  of  conciliation  or  fatisfaction.  The 
range  of  complaint  comprized  in  their  late  pe- 
titions and  addrefles,  extended  beyond  thepoffi- 
ble  hope  of  royal  interpoiition  or  parliamentary 
redrefs:  no  body  of  men  who  had  formed  or 
fupported  any  adminiftration  fince  1764,  efcap- 
ed  cenfure,  nor  could  any  party  attempt  con- 
ciliation, without  dereliction  of  fome  principle, 
or  the  eftabliihment  of  fome  claim  derogatory 
to  the  intereitand  honour  of  the  country.  Nor 
was  cordial  conciliation  probable  on  any  terms; 
the  hour  of  feparation  from  the  dominion  of 
parent  land  was  anticipated  with  anxietj'-; 
America,  flattered  by  political  prophets,  proud 
of  her  ftrength,  her  extenfive  domain,  her 
wealth  and  population,  undoubtedly  increaf- 
ing,  though  greatly  exaggerated  by  the  dema- 
gogues, and  flufhed  witn  eager  hope  of  aug- 
menting her  fubjeets  by  immenfe  emigrations 
from  Europe,  bore  with  impatience  the  yoke  of 

fubje6tion, 
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fubjecuon,  and  made  ftrenuous  exertions  to  ac- 
celerate the  period  of  emancipation. 

The  union,  by  means  of  correfponding  com- 
mittees, effected  among  the  colonies,  was  a 
death  blow  to  the  authority  of  Britain  ;  the 
Americans  were  fenfible  of  the  advantage,  and 
as  foon  as  the  co-operation  of  ail  parts  of 
the  continent  was  infured,  advanced  bolder 
claims,  difcufled  broader  principles  of  govern- 
ment, and  aflumed,  with  lefs  dtfguife,  the  port 
and  mien  of  defiance.  The  references  made  in 
their  declaration  to  the  tights  of  nature,  the 
intimation  that  like  their  anceftors,  they  pro- 
ceeded before  the  adoption  of  other  meafures 
to  ftate  their  grievances  and  their  rights,  and 
their  frequent  exhortations  to  arms,  all  prove 
that  plans  of  revolution  and  refinance  were  al- 
ready meditated  and  digetrcd.  Motives  of 
common  fafety,  when  they  had  once  af fumed 
an  hoftile  poiition,  cemented  the  jarring  in- 
terefts  of  the  feveral  colonies,  and  for  the  time 
iubducd  their  inveterate  jealoufies. 

The  proceedings  in  the  different  provinces, 
especially  Maffaehuffet's  Bay,  before  the  meet- 
ing; of  consrrefs,  were  calculated  to  alarm  the 
government  of  Great  Britain.  Already  had 
the  legiilators  avowed  that  they  knew  of  no 
authority  in  the  mother-country  to  collect  a 
revenue,  and  that  fubmiffion  to  acts  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  England,  was  an  inadvertence 
which  ought  to  be  corrected  :  thefe  pretentions 
had  been  fupported  by  violence,  tumult,  and 
defiance;  nor  did  meafures  of  fe  verity  pro- 
dure  the  denred  effect;  retiftanee  only  became 
more  general,  and  the  caufe  of  government 
more  hopelefs. 

A  cox.test  with  the  colonies  could  not  be 
advantageous  to  Great  Britain;   a  failure   in 

the 
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the  ultimate  object  would  be  attended   with    chap. 
great  lof's  and  diigrace,  and  fuccefs  would  onlv     XXIV- 


produce  difafters  and  damages  in  a  valued  1774* 
member  of  the  empire,  which  muft,  in  the 
event  of  a  pacification,  be  repaid  to  the  injury 
of  the  whole  body.  By  acquiring  the  do- 
minion of  Canada,  Great  Britain,  in  fact,  pro- 
moted the  American  revolution  ;  fo  many  fub- 
jects,  animated  with  a  fpirit  of  independence, 
feeling  their  own  force,  and  exempt  from  every 
-fear,  would  not  be  reftrained  by  a  diiiant 
power,  whole  protection  they  no  longer  needed, 
and  whofe  fway  they  regarded  as  tyrannical. 

The  fpirit  of  the  Britiih  conftitution  is  un-  Oftfiepr*- 
favourable  to  thofe  ftrong  and  prompt  mea-  «edingso/ 
fores  which  could  fuddenly  check  and  prevent 
impending  revolution.     Had  the  government 
been  defpotic,  and  the  behefts  of  the  fovereign 
the  only  rule  of  law,  the  Americans  might  have 
been  retained   in  fubjection ;   but  while  their 
complaints  and  petitions  were  daily  difcuffed 
in  every  form,  and  in  all  focieties,  while  their 
agents  were  occupied  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom in  conciliating  the  people  to  their  preten- 
tions, their  caufe  could  never  fail  in  gaining 
new  partizans.     The  boJdnefs  of  a  claim  to  li- 
berty always  finds  admirers  and  advocates  in 
England  ;  the  recollection  of  their  own  ftrug- 
gles  excites  fympathy  in  Britifli  bofoms,  and 
a  fimilar  conteft,  however  unjuftly  commenced,, 
or  iniquitoully  purfued,  will  be  fecure  of  ad- 
herents.    Many  of  their  complaints  were  not 
devoid  of  plautibility,   and  many  of  their  pre- 
tentions  were  well  founded  in  abtljart  theory, 
however  repugnaut  the  whole  mafa  of  their 
claims  might  be  to  any  practical  fvftem.     The 
extent  of  difaftecUon  and  progrefs  of  refinance, 
rendered  inevitable  fouie  meafurcs,  the  com- 
plaints 
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chap,  plaints  againft  which,  could  be  fupporfced  h'jr 
xxiv.  arguments  drawn  from  the  fundamental  prin-» 
1774-  ciples  of  the  Britiih  conftitution.  Minifters 
who,  at  fuch  a  crifis,  mould  neglect  ftrong  mea- 
fures,  m  ould  be  liable  to  reprehenfion,  but  it 
muft  ever  afford  caufe  of  regret,  when  the  tur- 
bulence and  violence  of  the  times  render  any 
deviation  from  thofe  principles  absolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  go- 
vernment. 

Of  the  The,  efforts  of  oppofition  in  the  late  feffion 

•^ofition  °^  Pai'l'ament)  did  not  benefit  the  American 
caufe  io  much  in  England  as  in  America ;  the 
adduction  of  arguments  in  their  favour  in  the 
very  fenate  of  the  country,  whofe  intereft  was 
fuppofed  to  coniift  in  oppofmg  them,  gave  new 
animation  to  their  partizans.  Yet  the  efforts 
of  oppofition  were  not  calculated  to  amend,  if 
it  was  erroneous,  the  conduct  of  the  minifter* 
The  fyftem  of  parliamentary  oppofition  is  ge- 
nerally with  juft  ice  deemed  a  conteft  for  power, 
in  which  members,  for  the  fake  of  diftreffing 
the  miniftry,  and  acquiring  popularity,  will 
all  time  a  latitude  in  difcufhon,  and  avow  prin- 
ciples which  do  not  form  the  baiis  of  practical 
government.  Their  advice  is  never  taken  as 
fincerely  intended  for  the  advantage  of  the 
miniiler,  but  as  an  attempt  to  render  his  pro- 
ceedings odious,  by  ihewing  that  they  might 
have  been  more  wife  and  juft. 
oftheafts  The  general  concurrence  with  which  the 
gon^  * '  Bolton  port  act  was  palled,  and  the  animated 
declarations  by  feveral  members  of  oppofition* 
that  fevere  meafures  of  caftigation  were  ne- 
ceflary  agatnfl  the  town  of  Bofton,  were  cal- 
culated, though  perhaps  not  intended,  to  mif- 
lead  the  minifter.  In  vain  would  that  meafure 
have  been  fanctioned,  if  the  charter,  the  lource 

of 
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of  ail  the  diforders,  was  left  unaltered :  or  if 
men  difpofed  to  exert  themfelves  in  the  caufe 
of  government,  were  delivered  up  unprotected 
to  the  fury  of  thofe  who  conceived  themfelves 
aggrieved.  Thus  the  two  other  bills  became 
iudifpenfable,  and  the  opposition  to  their  pro- 
grefs  muft  have  been  regarded  as  a  furprize,  or 
more  probably  a  party  manoeuvre,  as  the  peti- 
tions to  parliament,  and  the  protefts  of  the 
lords,  appeared  written  with  a  iyftematic  con- 
currence of  fentiments  in  decrying  every  mea- 
fure  relative  to  America  fince  the  (lamp  act 
was  repealed,  and  the  declaratory  law  enacted, 
and  promifing  the  reftoration  of  tranquillity  if 
the  fame  meafures  were  again  purfued.  But  if 
thefe  politicians  were  fincere  in  thefe  expecta- 
tions, how  muft  they  have  been  aftoniilied  when 
the  congrefs  declared  their  right  of  exemption 
from  all  acts  palfed  fmce  their  colonization? 
How  difconcerted  when,  in  the  enumeration 
of  grievances,  the  declaratory  act  ftood  pro- 
minent on  the  lift,  and  was  aiiailed  with  great 
afperity? 

Prophecies   of  refinance,   when  made  in  of  the  de- 
general  terms,  were  not  intitled  to  more  credit  bates  on 
than  thofe  of  fubmiflion,  if  certain  relief  were  tiem' 
granted;   that   of  Governor  Pownall,a  which 
difplayed  the  means  and  meafures  of  American 
oppofition,  is  remarkable  for  its  truth  in  detail, 
but  contains  no  principle  by  which  govern- 
ment could  afcertain  its  correctnefs,  nor  any 
mark  by  which  it  could  be  diitinguiihed  from 
an  imperfect  information  of  certain  facts,   and 
adifpofition  to  prognofticate  what  the  prophet 
rather  wiihed  than  expected.     All  members  ac- 
quainted with  America,  whether  adherents  of 

*  See  page  107  of  this  volume, 

miniftry 
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chap,   mmifiry  or  opposition,  concurred  that  no  iia- 
,>^^/    ^ve  military  force   could  refift   the  troops  of 
1774-      Britain :   this  would  have   been    an    impolitic 
and  cowardly  motive  for  UFginsj  hoftilities,  but 
it  was  furely  a  good  ground  for  concluding  that 
a  defperate  and  impolitic   oppofition   to  legal 
authority,  would  not  be  maintained  with  per- 
feverance :  the  unimportance  of  the  fuppofed 
caufe  of  conteft,  and  the  certainty   expreiled 
by  lord  North,  that,  on  a  mew  of  fubmifiion, 
conciliatory  meafures  would  be  adopted,  muft 
alio  have  contributed  to  imprefs  a  belief  that 
the  Americans  would  not  riik  a  conflict  lb  def- 
perate and  unequal. 
Error  of         It  was  a  great  error  both  in  miniury  and  op- 
confjdering  pofition  to  regard  the  tea  tax  as  the  caufe  of 
tea  the  real  the  American  difturbances ;  it  was  indeed  the 
caufe  of      point  on  which  the  conteft  with  Great  Britain 
aiices. "      was  to  ^e  raifed>  but  not  the  repeal  of  that  tax, 
or  any  other  meafure,  fave  fuch  a  general  fyftem 
as   would    leave  to  the  mother-country    only 
a   nominal  fovereignly,  would    have  reftored 
tranquillity.     In  their    demands    on    govern- 
ment,  they  avowed   the  full    extent   of  this 
principle,  and  in  marking  the  line  of  their  vo- 
luntary fubjeef  ion,  referved  a  groined  for  future 
cavil,    by  declaring  they  would  fubmit  only 
to  fuch  acls  as  were  bona  fide  intended  for  the 
regulation  of  their  trade. 
FrfUffeas      The  information  received  from  America  for 
cftheBof-  fome  time    after  palling  the  Bofton  port  act, 
ton  port      afforded  the  heft  hopes  of  its  beneficial  effects: 
the  non-importation   agreement  recommended 
by  the  people  of  Bofton,  was  faid  to  be  coldly 
received  in  forne  places,  and  rejected  in  others, 
but  in  proportion  to  the  ailiftance  they  obtained 
and  the  refolution  they  expreiled,  their  fpirit 
dicfifufcditfelf  among  the  colonies,  till  the  general 

congrefs 
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eongrefs  completed  the  afcendency  of  difaffec-    chap. 
tion.     Some  of  the  governors  gave  hopes  that    xxiv. 
the  popular  rage  would  cool,  others  appreciated      X774. 
morejuftly  the  effects  of  a  contagious  enthu- 
ilafm,  and  the  governor  of  South  Carolina,  in 
particular,  drew  an  alarming,  though  juft  pic- 
ture, of  the  confequences  to  be  expecled  from 
the;  diffufive  fpirit  of  oppofition.b 

So  important  a  crifis  could  not  fail  of  calling  Publica- 
forth  great  diverfities  of  political  opinion,  ^"^'"j. 
which  were  detailed  through  the  prefs,  and 
formed  the  creeds  of  different  parties.  On  one 
hand  the  fuprcmacy  of  Britifh  authority,  and 
the  right  to  tax  and  coerce  the  colonies  in 
every  cafe  were  ail'ertcd ;  on  the  other  it  was 
affirmed,  that  from  the  moment  men  trans- 
planted themfelves  from  their  native  mores, 
and  ceafed  to  be  reprefented  in  the  fenate  of 

b  He  f:ud,  "  I  obferve  with  great  concern,  that  this  fpirirof  op- 
"  poiition  to  taxation,  and  its  confequences,  is  lb  violent,  and  lb 
••  univtrfal  throughout  America,  that  I  am  apt>rehenfive  it  will  not 
"  be  ibon  or  eafily  appeafed.  The  general  voice  fpeaks  difcontent, 
<{  and  fometimes  in  a  tone  of  defpair,  ;is  determined  to  flop  all  ex- 
"  ports  to,  and  imports  from  Great  Britain,  and  even  to  filence  the 
"  courts  of  law,  forefeeing,  but  regard  lei's  of  the  ruin  that  msft 
**  attend  themlelves  in  that  cafe  ;  content  to  change  a  comfortable 
«  for  a  parfimoniotis  life,  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  few  wants  of  na- 
<'  ture,  if  by  their  fufferings  ihey  can  bring  Great  Britain  to  feel. 

"  This  is  the  language  of  the  moft  violent,  others  think  it  is  ^o- 
*<  ino-  too  far  ;  and  the  moft  violent  too  often  prevail  over  the  moft 
««  moderate.  When  man  ftiall  in  general  lay  afide  the  hopes  of  get- 
«'  ting  riches,  and  abandon  the  employments  of  agriculture,  com- 
**  merce,  and  mechanic  labour,  what  turn  their  leifure  time  under 
<«  fuch  circumftances  may  take,  I  fubmit  to  your  lordfhip's  know- 
«  ledge  of  hiitory,  and  of  ihc  human  mind.  Such  fudden  and  great 
"  changes  in  the  manners  of  an  extended  thriving  people,  among 
"  whom  the  gazettes  are  filled  with  inch  variety  of  articles  for  luxu- 
««  ry,  is  fcarce  credible,  though  pofllble;  but  the  continuance  of  it 
(i  ve,y  improbable.  The  firft  account  of  the  re  full  of  congrefs  at 
«'  Philadelphia,  may  reach  your  lordfliips  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
"  ber.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  this  true  and  faithful  repufen- 
«•'  tation  of  the  difpofition  and  temper  of  the  people,  however  dif- 
"  agreeable  it  may  appear,  and  to  confide  in  the  royal  wifdom  for 
«  the  remedy."  See  governor  Bull's  Letter  to  the  earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, dated  31ft  July,  1774.. 

vol.  11.  n  their 
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chap,   their  country,  the  duty  of  obedience  ceafed; 

\^Zj  every  a£t  of  fovercignity  in  the  parent  ftate 
rn4>  was  abfolute  tyranny,  and  ought  to  be  refitted. 
Thefe  extreme  doctrines  were  argued  with  great 
warmth,  but  little  effect;  their  eftabliihmcnfc 
would  neceffarily  depend  on.  other  refources 
than  mere  words,  and  as  the  writers  drew  their 
materials  from  fources  widely  different,  and 
reafoned  from  principles  diametrically  oppo- 
fite,  no  medium  could  be  imagined  by  which 
their  opinions  could  be  fo  reconciled,  as  to  form 
a  guide  to  peace  without  dereliction  of  national 
honour,  and  what  had  ever  been  confidered  na- 
tional property. 

The  queftion,  In  what  manner  the  exigency 
of  the  times  mould  be  encountered?  occasioned 
more  inftruclive  and  intereiting  difcufhons. 
Thofc  who  rather  led  than  followed  the  Ameri- 
cans, in  denying  the  authority  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, recommended  abjecl  and  total  fubmiilioa 
on  the  part  of  the  mother-country:  they  pro- 
pofed  to  withdraw  the  ihips  and  troops  from 
their  ihores,  and  owning  their  right  to  a  fepa- 
jate  government,  receive  with  humility  at  the 
hands  of  thole  who  were  fo  lately  confidered  as 
fubjecls,  an  amnefty  for  paft  wrongs,  and  a  pre- 
carious friendihip,  and  conditional  alliance,  in 
future. 

.  Those  who  were  more  covert  advocates  oi 
the  caufe  of  American  independence,  who  af- 
fected to  confider  taxation  as  the  only  grievance 
complained  of,  advifed  a  complete  abandon- 
ment of  ah  views  of  revenue,  and  a  reftoration 
of  the  political  relations  of  the  two  countries, 
as  they  ftood  at  the  clofe  of  the  late  war.  This 
was  the  faihionable  doctrine  of  parliamentary 
oppofition,  and  was  recommended  through  the 
j>refs,  by  fentiments  of  peace  and  conciliation, 

and 
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and  by  afiu  ranees  of  retaining  the  greateft,  and  C  ha  p. 
moft  eflential  fource  of  Britiih  opulence.  Some  ^!^; 
differences  prevailed  even  among*  thefe  writers,  *?7*t 
refpecting  the  mea lures  to  be  adopted,  if  conci- 
liatory efforts  failed;  all  appeared  to  confider 
the  thunder  of  Britiih  vengeance  as  infallibly 
fare  to  ftrike  to  earth  a  contumacious  fpirit  of 
refiftance,  but  few  had  the  magnanimity,  like 
lord  Chatham,  to  record  their  opinion  of  its  ex- 
pediency, if  required.  The  progrefs  of  events, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  made  it  apparent,  that 
no  facrifices  which  Great  Britain  could  make, 
lefs  than  an  abfolutc  dereliction  of  all  authority, 
would  be  attended  with  the  defired  effect,  and 
therefore  the  counfcls  of  this  clals  of  reafoners 
were  daily  in  lefs  repute,  and  confidered  as  dif- 
tempered  fpeculations. 

One  writer  alone,'  well  verfed  in  hhtory, 
commerce,  and  politics,  penetrated  into  the  true 
queftion  in  difpute,  and  the  probable  refults: 
he  faw  that  the  ftruajsle  was  in  fact  maintained 
for  independence;  a  long  war  would  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  enable  Great  Britain  to  obtain  her 
former  afcendency,  but  the  expence  of  fuch  a 
conteft  would  more  than  countervail  all  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  an  enforced  and 
Allien  fubmiihon,  unaccompanied  with  cordial* 
efteem,  or  a  real  deiire  to  promote  the  intereft 
of  the  mother-country.  He  eftimated  juftly 
the  natural  and  legiflative  right  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  expofed  in  ftrikmg  colours  the  fal- 
lacy of  reafoning,  by  which  American  ingrati- 
tude and  contumacy  were  vindicated:  his  ad- 
vice was  bold  and  deciii ve ;  to  avoid  the  exr 
pence  and  dii'liculties  of  protracted  hoftilities, 
and  the  dangers  of  fpeculative  difcullions,  by 

«  Dr,  Tucker,  dean  of  Gloucefter, 

jh  2  throwing 
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chap,  throwing  off  at  once  the  connection  with  Anie- 
3?IV'  rica,  giving  her  the  independence  fhe  coveted, 
J774.  and  leaving  her  to  defend,  provide,  legiilate, 
and  form  alliances  forherfelf.  This  project  was 
no  lefs  wife  than  noble;  but  was  utterly  irri- 
practicable  in  a  deliberative  government,  like 
that  of  Britain,  where  refponfibility  is  attached 
to  advice,  and  where  the  people  had  been  taught 
to  affix  fo  high  a  value  on  the  American  con- 
nection. The  moft  ambitious  and  daring  of 
mankind  would  not  have  ventured  to  accept 
the  htuation  of  minifter,  on  condition  of  en- 
forcing fuch  a  plan. 

The  miniftry  were  fully  imbued  with  the 
opinions,  currently  entertained,  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  America  ;d  and  feeling,  with  juft  con- 
fcioufnefs,  the  valour  and  refourccs  of  the  mo- 
ther-country, were  more  ready  to  accede  to  the 
arguments  of  a  fourth  clafs  of  reafoners,  who 
recommended,  that  conceffion  on  the  part  of 
America  mould  precede  any  effort  at  concilia- 
tion by  Great  Britain.  If  the  focial  compact 
between  the  two  countries  mud  be  new  mo- 
delled, the  mother-country  ihould  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  difpenfmg  her  benevolence,  and  not 
be  compelled,  reluctantly,  to  concede  extorted 
claims.  Rather  than  be  thus  degraded,  me 
•ouo'ht  to  alfume  all  the  tenors  of  indignation. 

-  d  On  this  fubjecT,  lord  Dartmouth,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  colo- 
nies, ufed  the  following  expreffions,  in  a  letter  to  general  Gage,  dated 
3d  June,  1774.  "  The  conftitutional  authority  of  this  kingdom 
"  over  its  colonies  mutt  be  vindicated,  and  its  laws  obeyed  through- 
M  out  the  whole  empire.  Not  only  its  dignity  and  reputation,  but 
"  its  power,  nay,  its  very  exigence  depends  upon  the  prefent  mo. 
'«*  ment ;  for  mould  the  fe  ideas  of  independence,  which  l'ome  dan- 
**  gerous  and  ill-defigning  peilons  here  are  artfully  endeavouring  to 
.«'  inllil  into  the  minds  of  the  king's  American  (objects,  once  take 
*i  loot,  that  relation  beiween  this  kingdom  and  its  colonies*  which  is 
**  the  bond  of  peace  and  power,  will  loon  ceafe  to  exiil,  and  deltruo 
*  tion  mult  follow  tU^niojr^ 

reftrain 
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reftrain  the  factious,  awe  the  turbulent,  and  pu-   CHAP. 
aim  the  guilty.  vi?J^ 

The  neceflity    of  recurring;  to   arms,  was,      1774- 
however,  regarded  with  alarm  and  extreme  re-  :£*  J1*- 
luetance.     Hence  the  miniftry  temporized,  till  niitrjt. 
the  ipirit  of  faction  had   gained  too  great  a 
height  to   be  effectually   fuppreffed,    and  dif- 
cordant  fentiments,  relative  to  the  employment 
of  force,  or  the  trial  of  conciliatory  methods 
prevailed  even  in  the  cabinet,  palfied  the  vi- 
gour of  government,  and  gave  an  air  of  inde^- 
cifkm  to  all  their  proceedings.    Their  feverities 
ponfequently  failed  to  impart  terror,  and  the 
Americans,  inftead  of  returning  to  their  duty, 
cheerfully  braved  difficulties,  and  even  courted 
hoftilities. 

Ix  the  courfe  of  the  autumn,  the  parliament  i°xh  p6!** 
was  fuddenly  diilblved.  tionof  par- 

Before  this  event  tefts  had  been  propofed  liament. 
in  many  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  calcu*  o^d.P1*" 
lated  to  bind  the  reprefentatives  to  fupport  or 
refill  certain  meafures:  this  unconstitutional 
and  pernicious  practice  was  not  general,  and 
was  frequently  rejected,  even  by  thofe  candi* 
dates  who  might  be  fuppofed  moft  anxious  for 
popularity.  Wilkes,  who  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent the  county  of  Middlefex,  at  a  meeting  of 
freeholders,  conjunctively  with  his  colleague, 
ferjeant  Glynn,  propofed  and  figncd  a  ted,  con-r 
taining  molt  of  the  articles  of  the  popular 
creed.  Although  the  notices  of  election  were 
extremely  ihort,  the  contefls  in  many  parts  of 
the  kingdom  were  maintained  with  great  fpirit 
and  perfeverance,  and  many  members  of  the 
former  parliament  rejected. 

The  houfe  of  lords  contained,  at  this  period,  Cbaraften 
manv  members  of  diftinguiihed  abilities;  who  Pleading 

n  3  fupported  men' 
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chap,  fupportcd  the  meafures  of  government.    Lori> 

xxiv.  Apsley,  afterwards  earl  of  Bathurft,  filled  the 

1774  office  of  chancellor:  he  had  palled  through  the 

The  lord  labours  of  his  profeffion  with  reputation,  hllino- 

chancellor.    r  rr       t        -,  l  r         r  r  t    ■.  t  & 

luccemveiy  the  polls  ot  lolicitor  and  attorney- 
general  to  Frederick  prince  of  Wales,  and  of 
attorney-general  to  the  princefs  dowager:  in 
3  754  he  was  made  a  judge  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  and  in  1771  received  the  great  fcal, 
after  being  one  of  the  commifiioners  from  the 
death  of  Mr.  Charles  Yorke.  His  eloquence 
was  clear  and  methodical,  but  his  views  of  po- 
litics were  not  extenfive,  nor  his  exertions  in 
debate  frequent,  or  effentially  ferviceable. 
I.ord  WiJ.LrAM  Earl  of  Mansfi ELD,  lord  chief 

Mansfield.  juftjce  0f  the  king's  bench,  had  long  main- 
tained an  unrivalled  reputation  as  a  lawyer, 
and  an  exalted  character  as  a  ftatefman.  He 
was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  and 
conftitution  of  England,  verfed  in  the  practice 
of  its  laws,  and  enlightened  by  all  the  informa- 
tion neceffary  to  form  a  comparifon  and  conec- 
tion  between  them,  and  the  heft  of  ancient  and 
modern  fvftems.  He  obtained  a  feat  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  in  the  year  1742,  when  he 
was  in  his  thirty-eighth  year,  his  faculties  no 
lefs  matured  by  experience  than  improved  by 
itudy.  He  commenced  his  parliamentary  ca- 
reer as  afupporter  of  lord  Bath's  adminiuration, 
which  was  vehemently  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  his  eloquence  was  no  lefs  celebrated  in  the 
fenate  than  at  the  bar.  His  language  was  na- 
tural,  ytt  elegant,  arranged  with  method,  and 
applied  with  the  utmoft  ingenuity;  his  images 
were  often  bold,  always  juft;  his  eloquence 
flowing,  perfpicuous,  convincing,  and  impref- 
five.  He  was  endowed  with  a  raoft  retentive 
8  memorv, 
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memory,  which  rendered  his  replies  irrefiftible,  chap, 
from  the  facility  of  repelling  the  arguments  of  JjSJ" 
his  adverfaries,  and  expofing  their  fallacy,  37  74- 
weaknefs,  or  abfurdity.  He  affected  no  fallies 
of  imagination  or  burfts  of  pailion,  but  made 
his  appeal  rather  to  the  reafon  than  the  feel- 
ings, and  did  not  even,  when  attacked,  conde- 
fcend  to  perfonal  abufe  or  petulant  altercation. 
His  fpeeches  were  characterized  by  acuteneis, 
and  recommended  by  clearuefs  and  candour; 
his  reafoning  introducing  itfelf  fo  eafily  into 
the  minds  of  his  hearers,  as  to  convey  informa- 
tion and  conviction;  occafionally  forming  a 
continual  chain ;  and  fomctimes  feparated  into 
regular  divifions.  His  manner  was  moderate 
and  decent,  not  prefuming  and  dictatorial;  but 
expreffive  of  that  dignity  which,  anting  from 
fuperiority,  does  not  produce  difguft.  Though 
of  low  ftature,  his  perfon  was  remarkable  for 
cafe  and  grace;  he  poifefTed  a  piercing  eye,  a 
voice  finely  toned;  his  a6tion  was  at  once  ele- 
gant and  dignified,  and  his  countenance  replete 
with  fire  and  vivacity.  He  fupported  through 
life  the  utmoft  confiitency  of  political  conduct, 
never  courting  popular  applaufe,  fo  much  as 
the  approbation  of  the  wife  and  good,  yet  not 
intimidated  by  the  appearance  of  danger,  or 
the  fury  of  part}',  from  purfuing  that  condu6r, 
or  enforcing  thoie  fentiments  which  were  dic- 
tated by  his  own  conviction.  Too  mild  to  be 
the  leader,  too  wife  to  be  the  dupe  of  any  party, 
lie  was  believed  to  fpeak  his  own  fenfe  of  pub- 
lic meafurcs;  the  houfe  of  lords  paid  greater  de- 
ference to  his  authority  than  to  that  of  any 
oilier  individual;  and  lie  was  frequently  con- 
sulted by  the  king.  The  perspicacious  eye  of 
envy  and  jealoufy  could  not  efrabliili  a  fault 

N  4  iu 
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chap,    ill  his  political  conduct/  and  malignity  was 
Sr^j   reduced  to  the  miferable  refource  of  extorting 
177*.      from  his  defcent  the  means  of  indirect  implica- 
tion, imputing  to  him  thofe  attachments  and 
principles   by  which  his  relatives  were  influ- 
enced; but  which  he  had  not,  in  his  juridical 
or  fen  atonal  capacity,   ever  adopted.      Lord 
Mansfield  was  a  confpicuous  and  conftant  flip- 
porter  of  adminift ration  in  the  American  con- 
tcft:    in  the  year    1766,   he  had  delivered  his 
opinions  on  the  fubject  of  Britim  authority,  and 
American  refinance,  in  the  houfe  of  lords',  and 
the  judgment  he  then  profeifed,  appears  always 
to  have  fwayed  him  in  every  fubfecment  crifisJ5 
Lord  The  Earl  of  Sandwich,  firft  lord  of  the 

Sandwich,  admiralty,  was  a  veteran  in  parliamentary 
conteft,  and  official  employ,  having  taken  his 
feat  in  the  houfe  of  lords  in  1739.  He  joined 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  in  his  oppofition  to  Sir 
Iiobert  Walpole,  and  continued  with  the  duke 
in  opposition  to  the  fucceeding  adminiftration. 
On  the  formation  of  the  broad-bottom  mini- 
ftry  in  1744,  he  was  appointed  a  lord  of  the 
admiralty;  and  in  1746,  plenipotentiary  at  the 
congrefs  of  Breda,  in  which  character,  in  1748, 
he  figned  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.     On 

e  He  was  feverely  attacked  by  Wilkes,  Junius,  Andrew  Stuart, 
and  others;  hut  even  when  party  rage  was  highelt,  their  efforts  pro- 
duced only  a  clamour  of  the  populace  :  men  of  found  judgment,  in 
every  rank  and  of  all  parties,  have  fince  concurred  in  acknowledg- 
ing the  futility  of  the  accufations. 

f  "  Proceed  then,  my  lords'1,  he  faid,  "  with  fpirit  and  firmnefs, 
«'  and  when  you  fliall  have  eftabli/hed  your  authority,  it  will  then  be 
«  time  to  fliew  your  lenity".  See  Holiday's  Life  of  Lord  Mans- 
field. ' 

g  This  delineation  is  derived  from  the  characters  of  lord  Mans- 
field, by  bifhop  Newton,  Dr.  Johnfon,  biffiop  of  Worcd'ter,  and 
various  other  authorities  colled  by  Holliday,  in  his  Life  of  Lord 
Mansfield,  p.  456,  et  i'eq.  $  and  from  private  information. 

Ins 
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his  return  he  was  appointed  fifft  lord  of  the  ad-  chap. 
mi  rally,  and  a  privy  counfellor.     He  was  re-    ™Z^ 
moved  in  17-51,   but  regained  an  official  fitua-      1774- 
tion  in    1755,    when  he  Was  eonftituted  joint 
vice-treafurer  of  Ireland.     He  refigned  this  of- 
fice in   I76S,  on  being  nominated  embafiadot 
extraordinary  to  the  court  of  Spain,   but  his 
perfonal  fervices  were  not  exerted  in  that  filia- 
tion, and  he  was  again,  in  1763,  appointed  firft 
lord  of  the   admiralty.     In  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford's admiuiftration  he  held  the  feals  of  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate;  on  the  diiTolution  of  that  miniftry, 
in  1765,  was  ao-ain  out  of  office  till  1  7u8,  when 
he  became  joint   poitmaiicr-  general ;    on    the 
termination  of  the  Grafton  admiuiftration,   in 
17  70,  he  received  the  feals  of  the  home  depart- 
ment, and  in   1771   was  again   appointed  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty.     In  all  his  official  iitua- 
tions,  lord  Sandwich  difplayed  great  vigour  and 
judgment,    in  introducing  reform,    economy, 
and  activity;    in  the  admiralty  thofe  qualities 
were  peculiarly  required,  as  fince  the  conclu- 
tion  of  the  late  Mar  great  negligence  had  pre- 
vailed, infomueh  that,  at  the  period  of  the  dif- 
putc  with  Spain,  refpecting  Falkland's  Wands, 
it  was  much  doubted  whether  the  naval  force 
of  Great  Britain  could  cope  with  that  of  the 
Bourbon    family.     The   good  effects   of   lord 
Sandwich's  exertions  were  perceptible  in  1773, 
when  the  menaces  of  a  Britifh  armament  were 
fufficient  to  deter  France  from  engaging  in  the 
war   between  Rufiia  and  the  Porte;    but  the 
complete   re-eftablhhment  of  a  marine  force, 
after  a  long  period  of  indolence,   negligence, 
and  improvidence,  accompanied  with  that  par- 
fimonv,  which  incurs  infinitely  more  cxpence 
than  it  avoids,  xfas  a  tafk  of  great  Labour,  and 
required  time  for  its  completion.     The  intro- 
duction 
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chap,   ducrion  of  care  and  fubordination  in  depart - 
>i?iw    W€nts  where  wafte  and  difregard  of  discipline 
J774'      had  long  prevailed,  created  many  perfonal  ene- 
mies,   and  none  of  the   miniftry  experienced 
.more  fevere  and  frequent  attacks  than  the  firft 
lord    of  the  admiralty.     In  debate  he  was  ra- 
ther  able  and    intelligent,  than  brilliant  and 
eloquent;  his  arguments  were  ftrongly  pointed, 
and  his  fpeeches  diftinguiihed  for  found  fenfe 
and   appropriate  knowledge.        His    unruffled 
temper  gave  him  great  advantages  in  the  refu- 
tation of  charges,  and  the  houfe  liftened  to  him 
with  great  attention,  from   a  conviclion  that 
he  was  not  an  obtrufive  orator,   but  fpoke  only 
when  he  pofleffed   eifential  and  exclufive  in- 
formation.*1 
LcrdHiff-      The  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  though  no 
cog  .    jongper  fecretarv  of  ftate  for  the  colonies,  con- 
tinned  to  give  his  advice  and  affiftance  to  the 
miniiiry.     He  Supported  their  proceedings  with 
zeal,  hrmnefs,  and  ability  ;  his  experience  ren- 
dered him  a  competent  judge  of  the  great  to- 
pics of  dilpute,    and   in  debate,   he  rendered 
ready  and  eiieciual  Services. 
Lord  The  meafures  of  government  were  officially 

fupported  by  Earl  Gower,  lord  prefident  of 
the  council,  who  obtained  a  feat  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  in  J744,  and  ever  fince  that  period 
had  been  a  diftinguiihed  member  of  the  fenate, 
and  filled  Several  offices  of  refpectability :  the 
LoicTDart-  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  Secretary  of  ftate  for 
neuth.  the  colonies,  who  chiefly  confined  himfelf  to 
the  details  of  otrice  and  explanations  required 
in  the  courfe  of  debate  :  and  for  fome  time  by 
the  Duke  of  Grafton,  lord  privy  feaL 

h  Derived   principally  from  memoirs  of  lord   Sandwich,  by  the 
Rev.  John  Cooke,  M.  A. 

The 
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Fjif  oppofition  was  formidable  on  account   chap. 

•    -  XXIV. 


of  acknowledged  talent,  and  the  extenlive  po-     < 


pularitv  of  many  of  its  members.  1774- 

Tin.:  Earl  of  Chatham,  feeming  to  ac-  JjJ**^ 
quire  new  vigour  from  tlie  importance  or  the  Lord  Chat, 
criiis,  was  indefatigable  in  expoiing  to  cenfure  ha™« 
the  conduct  of  adminiftration.  His  declining 
fun  flionc  with  meridian  fplendour,  and  never 
were  his  extraordinary  faculties  difp  laved 
with  greater  energy  than  during  the  American 
contehV  The  popularity  and  fuccefs  of  his 
own  adminiftration  ;  the  regard  due  to  his 
years,  and  the  integrity  of  his  character,  made 
him  the  moil  conspicuous  of  parliamentary 
fpeakers.  His  obfervations  were  repeated  by 
the  public  with  the  profoundett  veneration,  and 
even  his  opponents  in  parliament  frequently 
moliilied  their  difference  of  lentiment,  by  a 
complimentary  tribute  to  his  character  and  abi- 
lities, and  a  fort  of  indirect  apology  for  not  co- 
ineiding  in  judgment  with  him. 

With  thole  who  confidered  the  taxation  of  Them*. 
America  as  the  fole  caufe  of  the  exifting  dif-  $*^m 
botes,   the  Marquis  of   Rockingham  had  ham. 

i  The  eloquence  and  manner  of  the  earl  of  Chatham,  are  admir- 
ably characterized  in  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stillingfleet  to 
J>r.  Dampier,  afterwards  dean  of  Durham,  which  I  did  not  receive 
till  the  chapter  relating  the  event  to  which  it  refers  had  parted  through, 
the  prefs.  London,  November  17,  176*.  "  Mr.  Aldworth  was  at 
"  the  houi'e  lalt  Friday.  Pitt  was  greater  than  ever :  he  is  a  moft 
«  wonderful  man;  I  queltion  whether  there  ever  was  lb  complete 
"  an  mator  fince  Demofthenes  :  every  attitude,  every  aft  ion,  every 
«'  look,  every  tone  of  voice  was  a  m after- piece,  to  fay  nothing  of  his 
«  words.  It  was  perhaps  the  molt  ticklifh  and  trying  lituation  man 
"  could  be  in  ;  yet  he  acquitted  himfclf  almolt  without  cenline.  In 
«'  fhort  he  may  take  penfions,  and  titles,  and  refign  at  a  critical  junc- 
««  ture,  and  talk  imprudently  of  guiding,  Sec. — it  is  all  nothing, 
«<  when  once  he  is  heard.  You  remember  perhaps  how  ./Efchines 
«  endeavoured  to  give  an  idea  of  the  power  of  Demofthenes  to  the 
«  Rhodians  when  he  was  banifhed:  He  is  fuch  a  man,  faid  JBMA- 
"  nes,  that  were  I  to  wrettle  and  throw  him,  he  would  perfuade  you 
««  all  thai  he  threw  me." 

the 
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the  greateft  claim  to  popularity :  bis  adminis- 
tration, though  fhort,  produced  feveral  mea- 
fures  calculated  to  gratify  the  public.  He  is 
described  by  Burke,"  as  a  perfon  of  found  prin- 
ciples, enlargement  of  mind,  clear  and  fagaci- 
ous  fenfe,  and  unfhaken  fortitude.  Thefe 
qualities  fecured  many  adherents ;  but  their 
effect  was  diminished  by  a  deficiency  in  par- 
liamentary eloquence :  he  feldom  took  a  ihare 
in  the  debates,  even  to  defend  his  own  admi- 
nistration ;  fpoke  with  ah  air  of  embarraffment, 
and  in  fo  low  a  tone  of  voice  as  fcarcely  to  be 
heard. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  was  an  active 
and  indefatigable  opponent  of  administration. 
In  the  Rockingham  ministry  he  held  the  feals 
of  fecretary  of  ftate  ;  and  was,  in  17o'6,  ap- 
pointed minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  court 
of  France.  He  poffeffed  confiderable  abilities, 
improved  by  laborious  perfeverance  and  the 
anociations  incident  to  a  military  life.  In 
ever}'  debate  he  feized  fome  cenfurable  point, 
which  he  attacked  with  force  and  obftinacy. 
In  debate  he  evinced  a  prompt  and  decihve 
mind  ;  his  reprobation  of  the  meafures  of  ad- 
ministration Mas  never  qualified  in  terms  or 
manner,  but  alwavs  calculated  to  convince 
the  hearers  that  it  was  the  genuine  offspring  of 
conviction. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  poffeffed  ready 
powers  of  argumentation,  applied  himfelf  to 
the  commercial  and  political  relations  of  Great 
Britain,  and  was  well  verfed  in  foreign  affairs, 
lie  was  firft  lord  of  trade  during  the  duke  of 
Bedford's  administration  in  17G3,  and,  under 
the  aufpices  of  lord  Chatham,  by  whom  he  was 


*  Speech  on  American  taxation  j  Burke's  wojks,  vol.  i.  p.  5+S. 

held 
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held  in  high  eftimation,  filled  the  office  of  fe-   chap. 
cretary  of  ftate.  JS^ 

The  Earl  of  Camden  was  the  principal  1774. 
law  lord  in  oppofition,  and  his  exertions  were  tle°'  am* 
of  the  utmoft  importance.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  from  the  year  1754, 
till  December  1761,  when  he  was  appointed 
chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas.  In  that 
court  he  prefided  with  dignity,  firmnefs,  and 
impartiality  :  his  popularity  was  eftablifhcd  by 
the  memorable  queftions  relative  to  Wilkes, 
and  coniiderably  augmented  by  his  oppofition 
to  the  American  war.  His  legiflative  informa- 
tion was  recommended  by  a  nervous  and  per- 
fuaiive  eloquence.  He  was  perfonally  attached 
to  lord  Chatham,  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for 
his  advancement,  and  during  whofe  adminif- 
tration  he  was  elevated  to  the  di»*nitv  of  lord 
chancellor. 

The  Dukes   of  Devonshire  and  Port-  The  dukes 
land  feldom  -addrefled  the  houfe;  the  former  ^jr/and" 
often  compenfated  for  fdence  by  a  few  words  Portland. 
of  fingular  force  and  neatnefs  ;  they  joined  in 
the  important  protefts,   and  affifted  the  party 
with  all  the  weight  of  their  connection  and  pcr- 
fonal  influence;  and  were  both  highly  refpeded 
by  the   public    for   independence    and    inte- 
grity. 

Th  e  lower  houfe  exhibited  an  unufual  affem-  in  tie 
blage  of  abilities  on  both  fides.  Jow^' 

Mr.  Rig  by,   pay  mailer  of  the  forces,  was  a  Mr.Rigby 
manly  and  intrepid  fpeaker.     Sir  Gilbert  sir  Gilbert 
Elliott,  endowed  with  firm  and  manly  fenfe,  Elfiott- 
and  clearnefs  in  detail,  highly  advantageous 
in  debate;  and  Sir  Grey  Cooper  rendered  JjrGrey 
eflential  fervices  by  knowledge  of  buhnefs,  fa-     u°vec" 
cility  in  debate,  and  a  ftricr  attention  to,  and  ac- 
curate acquaintance  with  tlie  atfairs  of  finance; 
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chap,  he  enjoyed  the  full  confidence  of  the  minifter, 
S^il/    luu*er  whofe  aufpices  he  was  introduced  into 
1774-      parliament,  and  to  wham  he  remained  invaria- 
bly attached. 

at 

Mr.  Dun-       Mr.   Dundas,  lord  advocate  of  Scotland, 
das-  had  acquired  confiderable  eminence  by  his  pro- 

ficiency in  the  civil  and  common  law,  by  ap- 
plication, and  by  the  order  which  he  introduced 
into  ail  the  affairs  of  office.  Although  he 
feemed  to  lie  under  fome  difad vantages  from" 
his  native  accent,  yet  few  were  heard  *  with 
greater  attention  :  he  was  an  able  and  fpiritcd 
debater,  never  ihrinking  from  the  queftion, 
and  declaring  his  opinions  with  manly  firm- 
nefs,  without  the  pomp  of  fhidied  phrafeologv, 
or  the  glare  of  rhetorical  ornament. 
Mr.  Jen-  Mr.  J e nkixso n,  fubfequently  lord  Hawkef- 
kmion.  hmy,  and  earl  of  Liverpool,  firft  attracted  pub- 
lic notice  by  a  treatife  on  the  conduct,  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  refpeci  to 
Neutral  Nations ;  lie  was  vcrfed  in  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  kingdom,  applied  himfelf  to 
commercial  and  political  queftions,  and  fpoke 
with  correcln els  and  precifion.  He  fate  in  two 
preceding  parliaments,  and  his  merits  were 
acknowledged  by  various  minifters.  In  17GG, 
during  lord  Chatham's  adminiftration,  he  was 
appointed  a  lord  of  the  admiralty;  and  in 
1772,  joint  vicc-treafurer  of  Ireland. 

The  principal    members    of  the  robe  who 
fuppoited  adminiftration,    befides   Sir  Flet- 
cher Nokto n,  the fpeaker,  were T hurlo w  and 
'   Wcddcrburne.  .     ' 

Mr.Timr-      Thurlow  was  nervous,  impretTive,  and  ma- 
iow.  Jjeftie,  and  delivered  the  refolute  dictates  of  a 

fuperior  intellect,  without  foiiciting-  applaufe. 
From  hi  in  truth  appeared  above  the  aid  of 
art;,  and.  the    judgment  was  fummoned-  to 

yield 
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yield  without  an  appeal  to  the  intervention   chap. 
of  fancy,  Jtxiv. 

Wedderburxe  was  acute,  perfpicuous,  ele~  1774- 
grant,  and  perfuafive ;  he  alternately  efTayed  the  ^r,*  Wed~ 
force  or  reason,  and  the  charms  or  eloquence ; 
fometimes  attacking:  the  hid orrient  with  refined 
argument,  at  other  times  appealing  to  the 
fancy  with  the  powers  of  wit,  and  graces  of 
elocution. 

The  moil  diftmgtiiilied  lawyers  in  oppofition  Oppofitiun. 
were  ferjeant  Glynn  and  Dunning.     Glynn   Serjeant 
became  member  for  Middlefex  in  confequence  G^'nn- 
of  his  exertions  in  behalf  of  Wilkes,  and  to  the 
fame  caufe  mav  be  attributed  his  attaining;  the 
recorderihip  of  London  in  177~.     He  was  not  a 
frequent  fpeakcr,    but  generally   engaged    in 
popular  queftions,  and  delivered  his  fentiments 
with  conlidcrable  eloquence  and  decifive  boid- 
nefs.      His  health  was  already  much  impaired, 
and  an  early  death  deprived  his  party  of  his 
fupport. 

Dunning  had  long  enjoyed  a  high  reputa-  Mr. Cau- 
tion at  the  bar,  and  filled  the  office  of  folicitor-  nin£* 
general.  He  united  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  law  with  a  liberal  view  of  politics.  The 
meaiinefs  of  his  figure,  the  ungracefulnefs  of 
his  action,  and  monotony  of  his  voice,  were  all 
loft  in  the  rapidity  of  his  conceptions,  the  flu- 
ency of  his  words,  the  flafhes  of  his  wit,  and 
the  fubtlety  of  his  arguments. 

Sir  George  Savile,  who  in  the  prefent  sir  George 
and  two  preceding  parliaments,  reprefented  the  Savile» 
county  of  York,  was  refpected  for  the  foundnefs 
of  his  underftanding,  the  firmnefs  of  his  prin- 
ciples, and  the  integrity  of  his  motives.  Pof- 
feifed  of  a  large  fortune,  and  never  having  ac- 
cepted any  official  fituation,  he  was  not  fup- 
poicd  to  be  influenced  by  views  of  ambition  ; 

his 
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chap,   his  oppofition  was  conftant  and  vigorous,  ami 
xxiv.     he  was  corifidered  at  the  head  of  the  country 
centlemen  in  the  minority. 
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Colonel  Coloxel  Barre' joined  to  a  practical  ac- 

quaintance  with  affairs,  a  hold  and  nervous 
eloquence.  He  reafoned  or  ridiculed ;  rolled 
the  deep-toned  thunder  of  patriotic  denuncia- 
tion, or  uttered  fallies  of  farcaftic  animadver- 
hon,  with  e(]ual  readinefs  and  equal  effect. 

Mi-.Burke.  Burke  came  into  parliament  under  the  im- 
mediate aufpices  of  the  marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, to  whom  he  was  introduced  merely  by 
the  reputation  of  thofe  learned  and  admirable 
publications,  which  at  an  early  period  fixed  his 
fame  on  an  enviable  eminence.  He  was  lord 
Rockingham's  confidential  political  advifer, 
and  on  his  judgment  and  addrefs  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  anti-miniiterial  party  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  depended.  Burke  enjoyed  the  rare  ad- 
vantage of  being  equally  eloquent  in  fpeech, 
and  in  writing,  and  the  Irifh  accent  and  man- 
ner, which  he  never  loft,  were  forgotten  in  the 
variety  of  his  excellencies.  He  pollened  great 
tafte,  learning,  general  knowledge,  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  a  fagacity  which  penetrated  into  the  poli- 
tical nature  of  man,  and  confidently  deduced, 
from  vifible  caufes,  thofe  effects,  which  to  alefs 
intuitive  mind  fecmed  remote  and  problemati- 
cal. At  his  firft  entrance  into  the  fenate  he 
eftabliihcd  a  high  reputation,  which  in  all  the 
yiciilitudes  of  a  laborious  life  he  never  relin- 
quished. His  oratory  was  of  the  higheft  clafs  ; 
and  if  he  appeared  on  fome  oceahons  to  give 
the  rein  to  his  fancy,  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
judgment,  it  may  be  confidently  alTerted  that 
no  man  who  fpoke  fo  much,  and  on  fo  many 
important  topics,  compenfatcd  for  a  few  faults 

with 
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with  fuch  a  number  and  variety  of  beauties,  chap. 
If  Burke  wandered,  the  elegance  of  the  di-  ^^J 
greffion,  and  the  ingenuity  with  which  it  was 
reconciled  to,  and  connected  with,  the  main 
fubjecr,  repaid  the  momentary  impatience  of  the 
auditor.  If  occafionally  he  teemed  to  trifle, 
ordefeend  below  his  proper  level,  he  regained 
his  accuftomed  pofition  with  fuch  elaftic  vi- 
gour, and  atoned  for  his  temporary  aberration 
with  fuch  a  fplendid  profufion  of  rhetorical 
beauties,  that  the  molt  captious  felt  afhamed  to 
cenfure,  and  the  moil  faftidious  Avere  abun- 
dantly fatisfied.  To  him  all  nature  and  all 
fcienee  tendered  tributary  ftores  ;  in  this  inex- 
hauftible  opulence  he  confulted  rather  his  own 
refources  than  the  mere  wants  of  the  fubjecr, 
and  fcattcred  the  treafures  of  his  intellect  with 
unreftrained  prodigality:  his  fervid  mind  af- 
failed  the  topic  of  difcuffkm  in  every  pollible 
direction,  and  he  feemed  at  laft  to  defift,  not 
becaufe  he  was  exhaufted,  but  becaufe  the  ob- 
ject of  inveftigation  could  not  afford  a  point 
on  which  to  fix  a  new  illuilration.  To  a  poeti- 
cal ardour  of  imagination,  Burke  joined  a 
warmth  of  temper  which  occafionally  tranf- 
ported  him  beyond  the  bounds  of  difcretion ; 
but  even  this  frailty  had  no  confiderable 
effect  on  his  argumentation.  If  he  was  warm, 
his  reafoning  was  not  lets  cogent  ;  and  al- 
though the  indignant  fenfations  of  the  moment 
fometimes  produced  expreflions  which  appear- 
ed ineoi.'.iient  with  prudence,  and  deroga- 
tory to  Ins  high  reputation;  ftill  the  corrcet- 
nefsof  his  images,  the  happy  application  of  his 
wit,  and  the  force  of  his  raillery,  obliterated 
the  recollection  of  his  defects,  and  left  on  the 
mind  no  other  fenfations  than  thofe  of  exquifite 
gratification.  In  detailing  general  principles, 
vol.  11.  o  he 
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CH  A  p.  he  was  extremely  fortunate  :  they  always  feem- 
<^!*w  c^  appropriate  to  his  fubjeet,  not  introduced  to 
cover  a  defect  in  the  texture  of  his  chief  argu- 
ment,  but  generated  from  a  natural  combina- 
tion of  expanfive*  knowledge,  and  fpecific  in- 
veftigation.  From  him  nothing-  appeared  trite, 
nothing  inelegant  or  unfinifhed  ;  his  faults  as 
an  orator  arofe  from  the  excefs  of  his  excel- 
lences ;  he  realbued  after  the  hearer  was  con- 
vinced ;  he  illuilrated  when  the  topic  was  per- 
fectly luminous;  he  urged  frefli  grounds  of 
defence  when  acquittal  was  already  fecure;  and 
perfevered  in  accumulating  motives  of  cen- 
fure,  when  the  indignation  of  his  audience  had 
already  attained  its  higheft  pitch. 
Mr.  At  the  period  on  which  we  are  treating,  the 

Charles  reputation  of  Burke  was  in  its  zenith,  and 
his  exertions  were  fufficient  to  influence  in  a 
confiderable  degree  the  politics  of  the  times ; 
but  great  and  admired  as  they  Avere,  the  effect 
they  produced  was  not  to  be  compared  with 
that  which  refulted  from  the  efforts  of  the  ho- 
nourable Charles  James  Fox,  fecond  fen  of 
lord  Holland. 

Fox  difplaycd  at  Eton  and  at  Oxford  an 
ardent  attachment  to  claffical  literature,  and 
gave  prefage  of  his  future  genius  by  unwearied 
application  to  Cicero  and  iTemofthenes,  and  by 
preferring  the  Athenian  to  the  Roman  orator. 
Even  in  the  earlieft  periods  of  life,  and  during 
all  the  viciflitudes  of  pleafure  and  dillipation, 
he  was  indefatigable  in  the  exercife  of  his  ar- 
gumentative faculty.  The  indulgent  partiality 
of  his  father  fupplie'd  abundant  means  of  grati- 
fyins:  inclinations  natural  to  a  youth  of  warm 
paffions,  totally  exempt  from  reiiraint,  and  his 
great  talents  were  ihrouded  from  the  view  of 
thofe  who  could  not  difcern  them  through  the 

veil 
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veil  of- unbounded  diffipation.  He  obtained  a  chap. 
feat  in  parliament  before  the  period  of  legal 
maturity,  and  was,  in  1770,  appointed  a  lord 
of  the  admiralty ;  but  his  fupport,  though 
marked  with  all  the  ardour  of  his  temper,  and 
energy  of  his  genius,  was  not  yet  deemed  effen- 
tialto  the  caufe  of  government ;  he  had  more 
than  once  participated  in  the  unpopularity  of 
adminiftration,  without  the  credit  of  lharing 
the  direction  of  their  meafures.  In  ]  7  7'3,  he  re- 
iisnied  his  fituation  at  the  admiralty  with  marks 
of  difguft,  and  was  then  expected  to  join  trie 
ranks  of  oppoiition.1  The  difference  was,  how- 
ever, accommodated,  and  he  foon  afterwards1" 
received  a  feat  at  the  treafury-board,  from  which 
he  was  difmiifed  in  March  1774,  with  circum- 
ftances  which  occafioned  the  molt  lively  indig- 
nation. To  the  period  of  his  quitting  the  fide  of 
the  miniiter,  Mr.  Fox  was  confidered  by  fome 
as  a  man  for  whofe  political  errors,  and  levity 
of  conduet,  youth  and  inexperience  afforded 
charitable  cxcufes;"  but  he  foon  "  difcovered 
"  powers  for  regular  debate,  which  neither  his 
"  friends  had  hoped,  nor  his  enemies  dreaded."0 
The  force  of  Fox's  oratory  cannot  be  adequate- 
ly defcribed,  and  can  be  felt  onlv  bv  thole  who 
have  heard  him  on  important  occafions.  His 
fpeeches  were  luminous  without  the  appearance 
of  concerted  arrangement;  hismindfeemed  by 
its  maiterly  force  to  have  comprefled,  reduced, 
and  difpofed  the  whole  fubjeer,  with  a  confident 
fuperiority,  to  fyftematic  rule;  the  torrent  of  his 
eloquence    increafed    in  force   as  the  fubjeel; 

1  See  Gibbon's  Poftluimous  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  4+9. 
m  9th  January  1775. 

n  See  Debates  on  Mr.  Grenville's  Ail,  35th  February  1774. 
•  The  expreilion  of  Gibbon. — See   Polthumous   Works,  vol.  1. 
p.  489. 

o  8  expanded; 
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CHAP,  expanded;  the  vehemence  of  his  manner  was 
always  fupported  by  expreffions  of  correfpon- 
dent  energy ;  and  the  deciiive  terms  in  which 
he  delivered  his  opinions,  by  precluding  the 
poffibility  of  evafion,  impreffed  a  full  convic- 
tion of  his  fmcerity,  and  gained  regard  even 
from  the  moft  inveterate  opponent.  The  dif- 
tinguiming  characreriftic  of  his  arguments  was 
profound nets;  his  general  aim  was  the  eftabliih- 
ment  of  fome  grand  principle,  to  which  all  the 
other  parts  of  his  fpeech  were  fubfervient;  and 
his  genius  for  reply  was  Angularly  happy.  He 
not  only  combated  the  principal  reaibnings  of 
his  adverfaries,  but  extending  generous  pro- 
tection to  his  own  partizans,  refcued  their 
fpeeches  from  ridicule  or  mifreprefentation. 
The  boldeft  conceptions,  and  moft  decided 
principles  uttered  by  him  did  not  appear  gigan- 
tic ;  he  feldom  employed  exaggerated  or  tumid 
phrafeology ;  and  in  the  greateft  warmth  of 
political  conteft,  few  expreffions  efcaped  him 
which  can  be  cited  to  the  difadvantage  of  his 
character  as  a  gentleman.  Rhetorical  embel- 
iiihments,  though  frequently  found  in  his  ha- 
rangues, did  not  ieem  the  produce  of  laborious 
cultivation,  but  fpontaneous  effufions.  Supe- 
rior to  art,  Fox  feemed  to  illuitrate  rules  which 
perhaps  he  had  not  in  contemplation,  and  the 
bold  originality  of  his  thoughts  and  expreffions 
would  rather  intitle  him  to  be  conndered  the 
founder  of  a  new  ftyle  of  eloquence,  than  a 
fervile  adherent  to  any  eftablimed  practice. 
Burke,  ltudious  and  indefatigable,  from  his 
continually  augmenting  ftores,  poured  know- 
ledge into  the  mind  of  Fox ;  but  in  debate 
their  manners  were  widely  diffimilar :  Fox  de- 
pended on  his  natural  and  daily  improving 
genius  for  argumentation;  Burke  on  thofe  beau-. 

ties 
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ties  which  his  tafte  and  learning  enabled  him  chap. 
to  collect  and  difpofe  with  fo  much  grace  and 
facility  ;  his  fpeeches  were  liitened  to  with  ad- 
miration as  elegant  pleadings;  but  Fox  was 
always  elevated  above  his  fubject,  and  by- 
energy  of  manner,  and  impetuolity  of  oratory, 
ftaggered  the  impartial,  animated  his  adherents, 
and  threw  uuecdinefs,  alarm,  and  aftonifhment 
into  the  minds  of  his  opponents. 

Such  were  the  principal  men  to  whom  the 
difcuffion  of  the  grand  queftion  relative  to  the 
rights  and  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  her 
colonies  was  committed ;  who  by  their  con- 
duct as  minifters,  or  their  exertions  in  fuppjrt 
of,  and  oppohtion  to  the  meaiures  of  govern- 
ment, regulated  the  progrefs  of  this  important 
conteftV 

P  In  depicYmg  thefe  characters,  my  own  judgment  and  recolleclion 
have  been  much  affifted  by  private  information.      The  eloquent  Gib- 
bon has  in  his  ufual  mafterly  manner  described  tais  parliament  in  his 
Memoirs,  publilhed    by  lord  Sheffield,  p.  146  :     "  I  aflilted  at  the 
"  debates  of  a  free  aflembly ;   I   liftened  to  the  attack  and  defence 
"  of  eloquence  and  reafon  ;   I  had  a  near  profpeft  of  the  characters, 
"  views,  and  paffions  of  the  firft  men  of  the  age.     The  caufe  of 
««  government  was  ably  vindicated  by  lord   North,  a  ftatefman  of 
«'  fpotlefs  integrity,   a  confummate   mafter   of  debate,  who   could 
**  wield,  with  equal  dexterity,  the  arms  of  realbn  and  sf  ridicule. 
'«  He  was  feated  on  the  trealury-bench,   between  his  attorney  and 
**  folicitor- general,  the  two  pillars  of  the  law  and  ftate,   magis  pares 
*'  quam  fimiles ;  and   the  minilter   might   indulge  in  a  (hort  flum- 
"  ber,    whilft    he    was    uphulden   on    either  h;md   by  the    majeftic 
"  lenle  of  Thurlow,   ami  the  fkilful  eloquence  of  Wedderburne. 
«  From  theadverl'e  fide  of  the  houle  an  ardent  and  powerful  oppo- 
««  lition  was  fupported  by  the  lively  declamation  of  Barre,  the  legal 
"  acutenefs    of  Dunning;    the    profufe   and  philofophic  fancy   of 
"  Burke;  and  the  argumentative  vehemence  of  Fox,  who  in  con- 
**  du£t  of  a  party,  approved  himfelf  equal   to    the   conduct   of  an 
u  empire.     By  fuch  men  eveiy  operation  or   peace  and  war,  every 
**  principle  of  juftice  or  policy,  every   queftion   of  authority  and 
m  freedom,  was  attacked   and   defended ;  and  the  fubjeft  of  the 
"  momentous  conteft  was  the  union  or  reparation  of  Great  Britain 
«'  and  America." 
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CHATTER    THE  TWENTY-FIFTH: 

1  774 —  177-5-  % 

•Meeting  of  parliament. — King's  fpeeeh.—* 
Amendment  moved.  —  Proteft.  ■ — Seamen  re- 
duced.—  Papers  laid  before  parliament. — 
Lord  Chatham's  motion  for  removal  of  troops 

—  Negatived. —  He  mores  for  leave  to  Bring 
in  a  bill,  for  quieting  the  troubles  in  Ame- 
rica.—  Heads  of  the  bill. — Oppofed  by  lord 
Sandwich — And  the  duke  of  Grafton.— 
Supported  by  lord  Camden — And  lord  Sb el- 
bar  ne.  —  Perfonal  altercations.  —  intempe- 
rate fpeeeh  of  lord  Chatham.  —  Reply.  —  Pe- 
titions in  favour  of  the  jilmericans — Re- 
ferred to  a  committee.  —  Petition  of  Dr. 
Franklin  and  others  —  rejected.  —  Commit- 
tee on  American  papers. — Motion  for  an 
addrefs —  carried. — Motion  to  recommit 
the  addrefs  —  negatived.  —  Conference.  — 
Debate  hi  the  houfe  of  lords.  —  Energetic 
fpeeeh  of  lord  Mansfield.  — Perfonal  alterca- 
tion. —  Motion  carried.  —  Protefts.  —  Aug- 
mentation of  forces.  —  New  England  re- 
fraining   bill.  —  Petitions.  —  Evidence.  — 

Debate  on  the  third  reading.  —  Oppofed  in 
the  houfe  of  lords. — Amendment  made — and 
withdrawn.  —  Bill  for  refraining  other  co- 
lonies.— Bounties  to  Ireland.  — Lord  North's 
conciliatory  proportions.  — Supported  by  go- 
vernor Pownail.  — Embarrajlment  of  the 
mini  for.  —  He  is  extricated  by  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliott.  —  R epilation  agreed  to.  —  Burke's 
motion.  — ■  His  fpeeeh.  —  Proportion  rejected. 

—  Mr.  Hartley's  plan  —  negatived.  — New 

York 
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York  remonftrajzce —  rejected.  —Attempt  to 
repeal  the  Quebec  act. — Other  proceedings. 
—  Prorogation. 

'"pHE  houfe  of  commons  having  re-elected  Sir    chap. 

Fletcher  Norton  fpeaker,  the  king  opened 
the  feflion,  by  mentioning,  with  great  concern,    "T-7+. 
the  daring  fpirit  of  refiftance  to  the  laws,  which  29^  Nov. 
in  MafTachuffet'a  Bay  had  broken  forth  in  frefh  „-Slns  ° 
violences  of  a  very   criminal  nature,  and  was  mem. 
countenanced  in  oilier  colonics.     Meafures,  he  ?°tn\ 
added,  had  been  adopted  to  enforce  the  acls  of  fpeech. 
laft  feffion,  for  the  protection  of  commerce,  and 
re-eftabliihment  of  peace.     His  majefty  declar- 
ed his  refolution  to  withftand  every  attempt  to 
"weaken  or  impair  the  fupreme  authority  of  the 
legiflature,  over  all  his  dominions,  the  mainte- 
nance of  which,  he  coniidered  eflential  to  the 
dignity,  fafety,  and  welfare  of  the  empire. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  moved  an  amend-  Amend- 
ment to  the  addrefs,  and  the  unufual  meafure  of  ment 
protecting  againft  its  rejection  was   adopted  by  Loads'" 
nine  peers,  who  "  would  not,  in  hafte,  without  proteft, 
"  inquiry  or  information,  commit  themfelves  in 
"  declarations,   which  might  precipitate  their 
"  country  into  the  horrors  of  civil  war." 

I  .V  the  houfe  of  commons,   an  amendment,   s&  Dec. 
by  lord  John   Cavendifh,   requiring  a  commu-  houfeof 
nication  of  the  intelligence  received  from  Ame-  commons. 
iica,  was  refilled,  on  the  plea  of  the  mini  iter, 
that,  admitting  the  expediency  of  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  the  colonies,  yet  as  they  had  not  of- 
fered terms,  England  could  not  be  the  nrft  to 
fubmit.    The  addrefs  was  carried  bv  264  again  ft 
73,  a  majority  which  proved  the  ftrength  of  the 
minifter  m  the  new  parliament. 

Su  f  f  i  c  r  e  n  t  information  had  not  yet  arrived  r«- 

concerning  the  extent  of  American  refiftance: 
the  letters  hitherto  receh  e  governors, 

o  4  warranted 
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chap,   warranted  indeed  the  obfervations  in  the  king's 

ryJ^O    fpeech,  but  contained  neither  facls  nor  infe- 

1774-      rences,  which  eouldjuftify  the  miniftry  inflating 

to  parliament  the  expectation  of  an  aimed  op- 

ixth  Dec.   pofition.    The  number  of  feamen  was  therefore 

reduced   to    fixteen    thoufand,   and   the   land 

forces  fixed  at  feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred 

and  forty -feven  effective  men:  the  minifter,  at 

the  fame  time,  after  admitting  that  the  mea- 

fures  adopted  by  the  laft  parliament  had  not 

been  attended  with  their  expected  effet'i,  pro- 

mifed  the  communication  of  papers,  and  that  a 

committee  mould  be  formed  to  take  into  con- 

fideration  the  affairs  of  America. 

Freffiin-         Intelltgence  received  during  the  recefs, 

tdiigence     more  unequivocally  afcertained  the  difpofition 

receded,     of  the  Americans,  and  included  accounts  of  all 

their  proceedings,  to  the  feizure  of  Fort  William 

and  Mary.     The  meafures  of  government  were 

alfo  in  that  period  decided,   and  an  adherence 

to  the  fyftem  of  coercion  fully  determined. 

*9thjan.        Lord  North  took  the  ea'rlieft  opportunity 

*775;  ,  .,  of  fubmittihg  to  parliament  numerous  papers 

before  par-  irom  all  the  colonies,  containing  letters,  procla- 

liament.      mations,  narratives  of  proceedings,  and  other 

intereftinsr  documents,    together  with  the  fen- 

timents  of  governors,  and  other  public  men,  on 

the  ftate  of  affairs.  Thefe  communications  were 

fubmitted  to  a  committee. 

aoth  Jan.        In  the  upper  houfe,  lord  Chatham  moved  for 

Lord  Chat-         addrefs,   requeuing  the  king  to  allay  the 

ham's  mo-  .  '         ^       •       P  i  ■    -       i 

tbn  for      unhappy  ferments  in  America,  by  removing  the 

removal  of  troops  from  Bofton.    In  his  fpeech,  he  cenfured 

roops.       ^e  delay  of  communication,  and  accufed  the 

miniltry  of  deluding  the  people  by  falfe  repre- 

fentations.     Inltant  efforts  mould  be  exerted 

a  There  were  at  firft  no  letters  from  Maryland,  but  the  deficiency 
was  afterward*  fuppljed. 

to 
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to  effect  reconciliation  before  the  meeting  of  chap. 
the  delegates,  and  nothing  but  being  nailed  to  J^v* 
his  bed,  by  the  extremity  of  ficknefs,  lhould  pre-  i77S. 
vent  him  from  paying  unremitted  attention  to 
fo  important  a  lubject.  "  I  will  knock,"  he  faid, 
"  at  the  door  of  this  deeping  and  confounded 
"  miniftry,  and  roufe  them  to  a  fenfe  of 
"  their  imminent  danger.  When  I  ftate  the 
"  importance  of  the  colonies,  and  the  mag- 
"  nitude  of  the  danger  haneino;  over  this 
**  country,  from  the  prefent  plan  of  mis-ad- 
"  miniftration,  I  defire  not  to  be  underftood 
"  to  argue  a  reciprocity  of  indulgence  between 
"  England  and  America.  I  contend  not  for 
"  indulgence,  but  julrice,  to  America:  and  I 
"  mall  ever  contend,  that  the  Americans  jufrly 
"  owe  obedience  to  us  in  a  limited  degree: — 
"  they  owe  obedience  to  our  ordinances  of 
"  trade  and  navigation:  but  let  the  line  be 
"  fkilf Lilly  drawn  between  the  objects  of  thofe 
"  ordinances,  and  their  private  internal  proper- 
"  ty ;  let  the  facrednefs  of  their  property  remain 
"  inviolate;  let  it  be  taxable  only  by  their  own 
"  confent,  given  in  their  provincial  affem- 
"  blies; — elfe  it  will  ceafe  to  be  property. — As 
to  the  metaphyseal  refinements,  attempting 
to  mew  that  the  Americans  are  equally  free 
from  obedience  and  commercial  reftraints,  as 
"  from  taxation  for  revenue,  as  being  unrepre- 
fented  here;  I  pronounce  them  futile,  frivo- 
lous, and  groundlefs.  Refiftance  to  your 
acts  was  necefiary  as  it  was  juft;  and  your 
vain  declaration  of  the  omnipotence  of  par- 
liament, and  your  imperious  doeirines  of  the 
"  neceflity  of  fabmiffion,  will  be  found  equally 
"  impotent  to  convince  or  enflayeyour  fcllow- 
"  fubjeCis  in  America,  who  feel,  tiiat  tyranny, 
"  whether  ambit ioned  by  an  individual  part  of 

"  the 
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chap.   u  the  legiflature,  or  the  bodies  who  compofe  it> 
XX^Lj    "  is  equally  intolerable  to  i3ritifli  fubje6ts.  The 

1775.      Ci  means  of  enforcing  this  thraldom  are  found 
"'  to  be  as  ridiculous  and  weak  in  practice,  as 
"  they  are  unjuft  in  principle.     Indeed,  I  can- 
"  not  but  feel  the  mpft  anxious  fenfibility  for 
"  the  fituation  of  general  Gage,  and  the  troops 
"  under  his  command,  thinking  him,  as  I  do, 
."  a  man  of  humanity  and  underftanding;  and 
Ci  entertaining,  as  I  ever  Mill,  the  higheft  re- 
fpeer,  the  warmeft  love,  for  the  Britifb  troops. 
Their  fituation   is  truly  unworthy;  penned 
li  up — pining  in  inglorious   inactivity.     They 
"  are   an  army  of  impotence:    you  may   call 
them  an  army  of  fafetv  and  of  guard:  but 
they  are  in  truth,  an  ajmy  of  impotence  and 
"  contempt:  and  to  make  the  folly  equal  to 
"  the  difgrace,  they  are  an  army  of  irritation 
"  and  vexation.     The  firft  drop  of  blood  flicd 
"  in  civil  and  unnatural  war  might  be  '  imme- 
(c  dicabile  vulnus.'    Adopt  the  grace  while  you 
have  the  opportunity  of  reconcilement;  or 
at  leaft  prepare  the  way.     Allay  the  ferment 
prevailing  in  America,  by  removing  the  ob- 
"  noxious  hoftile  caufe:  obnoxious  and  unicr- 
u  viceable;    for   their  merit  can   only  he   in 
u  inaction:    '  Non  dimicare   et  vincere'  their 
"  victory  can   never  be   by  exertions.     Their 
"  force  would,  be  moil  difproportionately  ex- 
"  erted  againft  a  brave,  generous,  and  united 
"  people,  with  arms  in  their  hands  and  courage 
"  in   their  hearts:— three  millions   of  people, 
the  genuine  defcendants  of  a  valiant  and 
pious  anceftry,  driven  to  thofe  deferts  by  the 
"  narrow  maxims  of  a  fuperftitious  tyranny. — 
And  is  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  never  to  be 
appealed?  Are  the  brave  fons  of  thofe  brave 
"  forefathers  to  inherit  their  fuifcrings  as  tk 

li  have 
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Iiave  inherited  their  virtues?    Are  they* to   chap. 
fuftain  the  infliction  of  the  molt  bppreffive   vj?^ 
and  unexampled  feverity —  beyond  the  ae-      »77S- 
counts  of  hiftory,   or  defcription  of  poetry? 
— '  Rkadam&nthtts  habct    diiriljima  regna 
caftigatque,  Auditque :    lb  fays    the    wifeft 
poet,   and  perhaps  the  wifeft  ftatefman  and 
"  politician  of  antiquity:  —  but  our  mhiifters 
''  lav,  the  Americans  mult  not  be  heard.  They 
"  have  been  condemned  unheard  :    the  indif- 
"  criminating  hand  of  vengeance  has  lumped 
"  together  innocent  and  guilty ;   with  all  the 
"  formalities  of  hoftility,   has  blocked  up  the 
"  town,  and  reduced  to  beggary  and  famine 
"  thirtv  thoufand  inhabitants." 

He  extolled  the  congrefs,  as  more  wife  and 
more    prudent  than   the  meeting  of  ancient 
Greece:  "  Thucydides  recorded  nothing  more 
honourable,  more  refpectable,  than  that  defpifed 
convention:    their  proceedings   were   remark- 
able for  firmnefs,  temper,  and  moderation,  and 
it  would  be   happy  for  Great  Britain,   if  the 
ho ufe  of  commons  were  as  freelv  and  unbor- 
ruptly  chofen."     "  Minifters  may  fatisfy  therri- 
u  felves,  and  delude  the  -public,  with  the  report 
"  of  what  they  call  commercial  bodies  in  Ame- 
"  riea. — They  are  not  commercial:  — they  are 
"  your  packers   and   factors;    they  live  v 
"  nothing  —  for  I  call  commiffion  nothing;  — 
"  I   mean    the  ministerial    authority    for   this 
"  American  intelligence ;  the  rdnners  for  vo- 
"  vernment,    who   are   paid  for    tl         intelli- 
gence.     But  thefe  are  not  the  men,  r  is 
"  the  influence,  to  be  confidered  in  An    i 
"  when  weeftimate  the  firmnefs  of  their  union. 
"  Trade  indeed  increafes  the  glory  and  \vr< alth 
"  of  a  country:  but  its  real  wealth  and  ftamiha 
"  are  to  be  looked  for  among  the  culth 
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chap,  "of  the  land;    in  their  Simplicity  of  life  U 

J^^Zj  "  found  the  hmplenefs  of  virtue,  the  integrity 

*ns<  "  and  courage  of  freedom.    Thefe  true  genuine 
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"  fons  of  the  earth  are  invincible  ;  they  fur- 
round  and  hem  in  the  mercantile  bodies,  and 
if  it  were  propofed  to  defert  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty, would  virtuoufly  exclaim :  '  If  trade 
and  ilavery  are  companions,  we  quit  trade ; 
let  trade  and  ilavery  feek  other  mores,  they 
*'  are  not  for  us  !'  This  reliftance  to  your  arbi- 
"  trary  fyftem  of  taxation  might  have  been 
"  forefeen  .  it  was  obvious  from  the  nature  of 
iC  things,  and  of  mankind  ;  and  above  all,  from 
"  the  whiggifh  fpirit  flourifliing  in  that  coun- 
"  try.  The  fpirit  which  now  refills  your  tax- 
"  ation  in  America  is  the  fame  which  formerly 
"  oppofed  loans,  benevolences,  and  ihip-money 
"  in  England.  The  fame  fpirit  which  called  all 
"  England  on  its  legs,  and  by  the  bill  of  rights 
"  vindicated  the  Engliili  conftitution —  the 
"  fame  principle  which  eftabliihed  the  great, 
"  fundamental,  effential  maxim  of  our  liberties, 
"  that  no  fubje6t  of  England  fhall  be  taxed  but 
"  by  his  own  confent  — this  glorious  fpirit  of 
"  whiggifm  animates  three  millions  in  America 
'•  —  who  prefer  poverty  with  liberty,  to  gilded 
chains  and  fordid  affluence ;  and  who  will  die 
in  defence  of  their  rights  as  men  —  as  free- 
men.  The  caufe  of  America  is  allied  to  every 
"  true  whig: — the  whole  Irim  nation,  all  the 
"  true  Englifh  whigs,  the  whole  people  of  Ame- 
"  rica  combined,  would  amount  to  many  mil- 
"  lions  of  whigs  averfe  to  the  fyftem.  To  fuch 
"  united  force,  what  force  fhall  be  oppofed  ?  — 
"  What,  my  lords  ?  —  A  few  regiments  in  Ame- 
w  rica,  and  feventeen  or  eighteen  thoufand  men 
"  at  home !  The  idea  is  too  ridiculous  to  take  up 
"  a  moment  of  vour  lordihips'  time.    Nor  can 

"  fuch 
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*'  fvich  a  rational  and  principled  union  be  re-  chap. 
"  lilted  bv  the  tricks  of  office,  or  minifterial  *xv- 
'-  manoeuvre.  Laying  of  papers  en  your  table,  1775 
"  or  counting  nofes  on  a  divifion,  will  not  avert 
"  or  postpone  the  hour  of  danger:  —  it  mult  ar- 
"  rive,  unlets  thefe  fatal  acts  are  done  away.  It 
"  mull  arrive,  in  all  its  horrors'!  and  then  thefe 
"  boaftful  minifters,  'fpiteof  all  their  confidence, 
"  and  all  their  manoeuvres,  ihall  be  forced  to 
"  hide  their  heads !  They  lhall  be  forced  to  a 
"  difgraceful  abandonment  of  their  prefentmea- 
"  fines  and  principles:  —  principles  which  they 
"  avow,  but  cannot  defend;  —  meafures  which 
"  they  prefume  to  attempt,  but  cannot  hope  to 
•'  effectuate.  They  cannot,  my  lords,  they  can- 
"  not  ftir  a  ftep;  they  have  not  a  move  left;  — 
"  they  are  checkmated.  It  is  not  repealing  this 
"  or  that  act  of  parliament,  —  it  is  not  repealing* 
"  a  piece  of  parchment,  —  that  can  reftore  Ame- 
"  rica  to  oar  bofom:  —  vou  muft  repeal  her  fears 
"'  and  her  refentments;  and  may  then  hope  for 
"  her  love  and  gratitude.  But  now  inful  ted 
"  by  an  armed  force  at  Bofton,  irritated  with 
"  an  hoftile  array  before  her  eyes,  her  concef- 
"  fions,  if  they  could  be  forced,  would  be  fuf- 
"  picious  and  infecure ;  they  will  be,  irato  animo, 
"  not  found  honourable  pactions  of  freemen; 
but  dictates  of  fear,  and  extortions  of  force. 
"  It  is,  however,  more  than  evident  you  cannot 
"  force  them,  principled  and  united  as  they  arc, 
"  to  your  unworthy  terms  of  fubiniffion;  it  is 
"  impoilible!  —  and  when  I  hear  general  Gao-e 
"  cenfured  for  inactivity,  I  mull  retort  with  in- 
"  dignation  on  thole  whole  intemperate  mea- 
"  fines  and  improvident  councils  have  betrayed 
"  linn  into  his  prefent  lituation.  His  ntuation 
"  reminds  me  of  the  anfwer  of  a  French  general 
"  in  the  civil  wars  of  France.  — Monfieur  Conde 

"  oppofeel 
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CHAP.    -*  oppoled  to  MonfieurTurcnne,  was  afked  how 

3?Zl/    "  **  happened,  that  he  did  not  take  his  adver- 

1775.      "  fary  priibner,  as  he  was  often  very  near  him? 

"  '  J'ai  peur    replied   Conde,   very   honeftlv, 

"  '  J'ai  p'eur  quil  ne  me  prenne;'  '  I  am  afraid 

"  he  will  take  me.' 

"  We  mall  be  forced  ultimately  to  retract; — 
let  ns  retract  while  we  can,  not  when  we  muft. 
Thefe  violent  oppreffive  acis  muft  be  repealed 
— you  will  repeal  /hem — I  pledge  myjelffor 
it,  that  you  will  in  the  end  repeal  them.  —  / 
Jtake  my  reputation  on  it! — /  wiH  confent  to 
:  be  taken  for  an  idiot,  ij  they  are  not  finally 
u  repealed! — Avoid  then  this  humiliating,  dif- 
"  graceful  neceffity.     With  a  dignity  becom- 
"  ing  your  exalted  fituation,  make  the  firft  ad- 
;  vances  to  concord,  to  peace,  and  to  happi- 
nefs;  for  that  is  your  true  dignity,  to  act  with 
prudence  and  with  juftice.    That  you  ihould 
firft  concede  is  obvious,  from  found  and  ra- 
tional policy.     Conceffion  comes  with  better 
grace,  and  more  falutary  effect,  from  the  fu- 
perior  power;     it   reconciles  fuperiority   of 
"  power  with  the  feelings  of  men;    and  efta- 
n  blifhes  folid   confidence  on  the  foundations 
"  of  affection  and   gratitude.     So  thought  a 
"  wife  poet,  and  a  wife  man  in  political  faga- 
"  city;  the  friend  of  Mecenas,  and  the  eulogifr 
"  of  Auguftus:    to  him,   the  adopted  fon  of 
;  the  firft  Ciefar,   to  him,    the  mafter  of  the 
world,  he  wifely  urged  this  conduct  of  pru- 
dence and  dignity : 

'  Tuque  prior,  tu  parce ;  genus  qui  ducis  Olympo  ; 
'  Projice  tela  manu.' 

On  the  other  hand,  every  danger  impends 
to  deter  you  from  perfeverance  in  the  pre- 
fent  ruinous  meafures.  Foreign  Avar  hang- 
ing over  your  heads  by  a  flight  and  brittle 
"^  "  thread; 
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■'•'  thread;    France  and   Spain  watching  your   chap. 
"  conduct,  and   waiting  for  the  maturity   of    ^^l, 
your  errors.     If  the  minifters  thus  perfevere     1775- 
in  mifadviiing  and  mifleading  the  king,   I. 
will  not  fay,  they  can  alienate  the  affections 
of  his    fubjecls    from    the    crown  ;    but   I 
"  will  affirm,  they  will  make  the  crown  not 
"  worth  his  wearing.     I  will  not  fay,  the  king 
"  is  betrayed;  but  I  will  pronounce  the  king- 
"  dom  undone/'5 

Lord  Chatham's  motion  was  fupported  Supported. 
by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham,  lord  Shelburne,  and  lord  Cam- 
den.  They  infilled  that  the  ailertion  of  the 
omnipotence  of  parliament  was  an  abflract 
metaphylieal  queftion,  purpofely  introduced  in 
the  difcuffion  of  American  affairs,  to  delude 
alike  the  parliament  and  people :  the  very 
lowed  of  mechanics  was  inflated  with  his  own 
importance,  as  a  party  in  conteft  with  traitors, 
vagabonds,  and  bafe  ungrateful  rebels.  But 
whatever  ftrefs  might  be  laid  on  the  legiflative 
fupremacy  of  Great  Britain  (and  the  doctrine 
was  juft  when  properly  directed)  it  was  no  lefs 
true,  and  confonant  to  the  reafonings  of  all 
Speculative  writers  on  government,  that  no 
man,  on  the  true  principles  of  natural  or  civil 
liberty,  could,  without  his  own  con  lent,  bedi- 
vefted  of  any  part  of  his  property.  The  quef- 
tion was  not  in  fact  referred  to  the  people  or 
parliament,  becaufe  an  adminiftration  confin- 
ing of  four  or  five  perfons,  and  thofe  again 
guided  by  one  man,  held  an  abfolute  (way 
over  parliament;  between  the  miniitry,  there- 

b  Tliis  fpeccli  is  taken  from  Debrett's  debates,  correct  -1  and 
afriiled  by  -i  report  by  Hugh  Boyd  :  the  hirtory  of  Lord  N  nh's 
adminiftration,  p.  187,  and  the  Annual  Kegilter  lor  the  year 
*775>  P-47- 

fore 
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chap,  fore,  and  all  America,  was  the  ifl'ae  depending. 

inJ^z-O  The  acts  of  laft  Seifion  were  analyfed,  and  de- 
,^7s-  ciared  highly  imconftituiional ;  and  lord  Cam- 
den quoted  Selden  and  Blackftone,  to  prove, 
that  although  the  various  circum  fiances  and. 
incidents  which  might  juftify  refiftaRce  could 
not  be  exactly  defined,  the  people  at  large, 
polfeffing  the  original  rights  ireceifary  to  their 
own  happinefs  and  preservation,  had  a  right 
to  recal  a  delegated  power  and  authority  when- 
ever abufed  to  their  own  ruin  and  deftruciion. 

Oppofed.  The  motion  was  oppofed  by  the  earls  of 
Suffolk,  Rochford,  and  Gower;  vifcounts 
Townihend  and  Weymouth;  and  lord  Lyttle- 
ton. 

They  traverfed  lord  Chatham's  ftatements, 
and  his  encomiums  on  the  congrefs,  who  in 
their  proceedings  and  refolutions  breathed  the 
fpirit  of  independency  and  rebellion.  The 
Britiih  parliament  pofferTed  an  indubitable  legis- 
lative fupremacy ;  an  inactive  right  was  ab- 
furd ;  if  right  exifted,  it  muft  be  afferted,  or 
for  ever  relinquished.  The  difficulties  of  the 
moment  would  be  infinitely  augmented  by  the 
lapfe  of  a  few  years ;  and  difobedience  to  par- 
liament once  connived  at,  would  invalidate 
every  claim  to  dominion  over  America.  The 
obnoxious  acts  were  Specifically  defended  ;  the 
Bofton  port  act  would,  but  for  the  obftinacy  of 
the  people,  have  executed  itfelf,  and  by  canting 
the  indemnification  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, re-eftabliihed  the  port,  and  facilitated 
a  complete  reconciliation.  The  refolutions  of 
congrefs  againft  thefe  afts,  demonftrated,  that 
the  views  of  the  Americans  extended  beyond 
the  profei'fed  limits  of  a  redrefs  of  grievances, 
to  the  overthrow  of  the  act  of  navigation,  that 
great  palladium  of  Britiih  commerce.  The 
*  queftion 
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queftlon  was  not  limited  to  revenue;  but  in  chap, 
its  determination  would  decide  whether  that  J^X" 
great  commercial  fyftem  on  which  the  ftrength  J77S- 
and  profperity  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  mu- 
tual intereits  of  both  countries  vitally  depend- 
ed, ihould  be  deftroyed  to  gratify  the  foolimly 
ambitious  temper  of  a  turbulent  and  ungrate- 
ful people.  The  parent  ftate  mould  never 
relax,  till  her  fupremacy  was  acknowledged  ; 
but  dutiful  compliance  would  be  attended 
with  every  indulgence  confident  with  the  real 
intereft  of  both  countries  ;  previous  conceflion 
would  be  impolitic,  pufillanimous,  and  abfurd. 
It  was  a  duty  incumbent  on  administration  to 
purfuc  their  object  of  fubduing  the  rebellious 
Americans  ;  and  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  fecretarv 
of  ftate,  explicitly  avowed  the  miniiterial  reib- 
lution  of  enforcing  obedience  by  arms,  acknow- 
ledging with  pride  that  he  had  advifed  coer- 
cive mcafures,  from  a  conviction  of  their  ne- 
ceffity.  All  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  troops 
at  Eofton,  and  the  conducf  of  Gage,  was  de- 
precated, on  account  of  the  impollibility  of 
forming  a  judgment  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  and 
from  fuch  llender  materials  as  parliament  poi- 
iefled.     The  motion  was  negatived.0  Negatived 

In  fubmitting  his  late  motion  to  the  houfe,  ift.  Feb. 
the  earl   of   Chatham  laid,  he  had  framed  a  LordChat 

'  ,  nam  s  mo 

plan  of  adjuftment,  fohd,  honourable,  and  per-  tion  for 
manent,  which  he"  took  the  carlieit  occafion  to  kaveto 
prefent  under  the  form  of  "  A  provinonal  acl;  b!lTg" 
"  for  fettling  the  troubles  in  America;  and  for 
"  alferting  the  fupreme  legidative  authority  and 
"  fuperin  tending  power  of  Great  Britain  over 
<'  the  colonies."     His  introductory  fpeech  was 

c  Contents  i8. — Non-contents   62.     The  divifion  was  remarka- 
ble by  the  appearance  of  the  duke  oi' Cumberland  in  the  minority. 

vol.  if,  V  flioi! 
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CHAP,  ihort:  urging  the  neceflity  of  an   immediate 
xxv-     effort    at    conciliation.       Great    Britain    and 
J775.      America,   he   laid,  were  drawn   up  in  martial 
array,  waking  for  the   fignal   feo  engage  in  a 
contefr,  in  which  it  Mas  little  matter  for  whom 
victory  declared*  as  ruifo  and  deitruction  muft 
be  the  in eri table   confeqnence  to   both.     He 
wimed  to  act  the  part  of  mediator,  but  no  re- 
gard for  popularity,  no  predilection  for  his  own 
country,  not  his  high  eftcem  for  America  on 
one   hand,   nor  his  unalterable  fteady  regard 
for  Great  Britain  on  the  other,  mould  influence 
his  conduct.     He  loved  the  Americans,  as  men 
prizing  and  fetting  the  juft  value  on  that  in- 
eftimable  bleffing,  liberty ;  but  Mere  he  once 
perfuaded,  that  they  entertained  the  moft  dif- 
tant  intention  of  rejecting  the  legiflative  fu- 
premacy,  and  general,   conftitutional,  fuperin- 
tending  authority  and  controul  of  the  Britiih 
legiflature,    he  would   be   the   firft  and   moil 
zealous  mover  for  exerting  the  whole  force  of 
Britain  in  fecuring  and  enforcing  that  power.. 
He  entreated  the  afliftance  of  the  houfe  in  di- 
geftmg  his  crude  materials,  and  adapting  them 
to  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  fubjech 
and  their  great  ultimate  ends. 
Heads  of         The  bill  propofed  to  modify  the  declaratory 
the  intend.  ]aw?  foy  providing  that  the  parliament  of  Great* 
Britain  mould  have  full  power  to  bind  America 
in  all  matters  relating  to  the  general  weal  of 
the  whole  dominion    of  the  imperial  crown, 
beyond  the  local  competency  of  diftinct  colo- 
nial repteientative  bodies,  and  particularly  in 
the  regulation  of  trade.     To  quiet  groundlcfs 
jealoufies  and  fears  refpecling  a  {landing  army, 
without  derogating  from  the  legiflative,  con- 
ftitutional. and  hitherto  unqueftioned  preroga- 
tive of  the  crown,  it  was  declared  that  no  mili- 

tary 
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tary  force,  however  taifed  and  maintained  ac-   chap. 

•  •  i  YXV 

cording  to  law,  could  be  lawfully  employed  v^^J 
to  violate  and  deftfoy  the  juft  rights  of  the  l?7f- 
people.  The  claufe  refpecting  taxation  or- 
dained, that  no  tallage  tax,  or  charge  for  the 
kind's  revenue,  mould  be  levied  in  America 
without  legal  confent  of  the  provincial  ailem- 
bly.  The  delegates  to  the  late  general  con- 
grefs were  again  to  meet  in  May,  and  confider 
On  a  due  recognition  of  the  fupreme  legiflative 
authority,  and  fuperintending  power  of  par- 
liament ;  and  of  a  free  grant  of  a  certain,  per- 
petual revenue,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  parliament 
In  alleviation  of  the  national  debt,  which  had, 
in  no  inconfiderable  part,  been  incurred  for 
the  extennon,  defence,  and  profperity  of  the 
colonies.  This  free  grant  was  not,  however, 
to  be  understood  as  a  condition  of  redrefs,  but 
a  teftimony  of  affeclion,  nor  could  congrefs 
exercife  the  right  of  taxation,  without  firft 
duly  recognizing  the  fupreme  legiflative  and 
fuperintending  'power  of  parliament.  The 
prayer  of  the  petition  of  congrefs  was  then  to 
oe  granted  by  reftrielions  on  the  admiralty 
jurifdi6tion  ;  a  reftoration  of  the  trial  by  jury 
where  aboliihed  in  civil  cafes;  a  renunciation 
of  the  power  of  removing  perfons  indicted  for 
murder  to  other  provinces,  or  to  Great  Britain, 
for  trial ;  and  a  repeal  of  all  the  acts  relating 
to  America,  from  the  fourth  year  of  the  king, 
to  tliofe  of  the  laft  feffion,  including  the  Que- 
bec act,  and  that  for  quartering  foldiers. 
The  judges  were  to  hold  their  offices,  as  in 
England,  during  good  behaviour  :  and  the 
colonial  charters  were  confirmed,  and  declared 
exempt  from  invafion  or  refumption,  except 
for  mifiiUT,  or  fome  legal  grounds  of  forfeiture. 
The  bill  concluded    with   taefc   words  ;  "  So 

p  3  "  ihall 
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chap.   "  mall  true    reconcilement   avert  impending 
xJ^ZL/    "  calamities,   and  this  molt,    folemri  national 
1775-      "  accord  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
"  nies,  ftand  an  everlafting  monument  of  cle- 
"  mencv  and   magnanimity  in  the  benignant 
"  father  of  his  people  ;  of  wifdom  and  modera- 
"  tion  in  this  great  nation,  famed  for  humanity 
"  as  tor   valour;  and  of  fidelity  and  grateful 
"  affection   from   brave  and  loyal  colonics  to 
"  their  parent  kingdom,   which  will  ever  pro- 
u  tec't  and  cheriili  them." 
Debate.  An'   animated   debate  enfucd.     The  earl  of 

lord  Dait-  Dartmouth,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  America,  ex- 
mouth,  prcifed  a  with  that  the  bill  might  lie  on  "the 
table,  to  be  taken  into  coniideration  after  the 
adoption  of  fome  refolutions  relative  to  the 
papers  already  communicated. 
Oppofition  Tins  apparent  moderation  was  highly  dif- 
of  lord  pleating  to  lord  Sandwich,  who  inhfted,  that 
any  conceffion  was  an  abandonment  of  the 
caufe  of  government.  The  Americans  had 
formed  the  moft  hoftile  and  traitorous  defignsr 
and  were  guilty  of  actual  rebellion  in  feizing 
the  king's  forts  and  ammunition,  with  an 
avowed  intention  of  employing  them  againft 
him.  The  mode  of  introducing  the  bill  was 
unparliamentary  and  unprecedented.  The  ftale 
pretence  of  preserving  our  commercial  interefls 
bv  conccffions,  was  a  device  which  could  im- 
pofe  on  none  but  thofe  who  were  wilfully 
blind,  and  refotved  to  contradict  the  plaineft 
evidence  offa&s:  the  Americans  were  not  dis- 
puting about  words,  but  realities ;  their  aim 
was  to  be  freed  from  commercial  reftri&ions ; 
they  courted  the  trade  of  other  nations,  and 
lie  had  in  his  pocket,  letters  which  would  un- 
deniably prove  that  fliips  were  then  lading  at 
L'Orient,,  Ilavre-de-Grace,    and   Amfterdam, 

with 
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with  Eaft India  and  European  commodities  for  chap. 
America.  He  therefore  moved  the  immediate  JLXZ^ 
rejection  of  the  bill.  1^7^' 

*The  fir  ft  lord  of  the  admiralty  was  Supported  Opposition 
by  the  duke  of  Grafton,  earl  Gower,  and  the  £r£her 
earl  of  Hilliborough.     The  duke  of  Grafton  The  Dllke 
particularly    denounced   the   unparliamentary  ofGrat'ton, 
manner  of  hurrying  the  bill   into  the  houfe  : 
he  had  the  honour  of  fitting  there  longer  than 
the  noble  earl,  and  remembered  no  iimilar  in- 
ftance.     So  great  a  variety  of  fulyjecis  ihould 
not  have  been    combined,  but  diitincfly  dif- 
cuifed.     Other  opponents  of  the  bill  contend- 
ed, that  it  was  calculated  to  gratify  the  Ameri- 
cans in  every  particular,  but  offered  no  fecu- 
rity  for  concei'iion  on  their  part.      It  fanclified 
and  legalized  the  late  congrefs,  and  wan-anted 
another  affembly  of  the  fame  defcription.    The 
a&s  of  parliament  propofed  to  be  repealed  were 
fuccefsfully   defended,    particularly  the   Que- 
bec aci,  which  was  peculiarly  extolled  for  mo- 
deration, juftice,  and  policy. 

The  bill  was  fupported,  or  rather  its  1m-  Bin  Pup-- 
mediate  rejection  oppofed,  by  the  duke  of  Rich-  p01le 
mond,  earl  of  Shelburne,  and  lord  Camden.. . 
Lord  Shelburne  defcribed  a  ruined  commerce, 
itarving  manufacturers,  increafed  taxes,  heavy 
poor's-rates,  rents  fallen,  an  exhaufted  exche- 
quer, and  a  diininiihed  revenue,  as  inevitable 
consequences  of  the  mealiircs  purfued  by  adr 
miniftration.  Famine  mult  alio  neceifarily 
enhie,  from  the  discontinuance  oi*the  vaft  Fupply 
of  bread  corn  derived  from  America.  In  that 
call-  all  the  military  force  of  the  kingdom 
would  be  requiiite  to  keep  the  people  in  due 
reftraint,  as  was  fully  demonftratcd  during  the 
fcarcitv  in  1766.  The  miniftrv  were  gene- 
rally   challenged  to  difcufs  the   principles  ot 

r  -3  *he 


214  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

chap,  the  bill,  although  an  immediate  decision  waft 
.vJSo  profeffedly  not  required.  The  laws  propofed. 
»775-  to  be  repealed  wereanalyfed  with  great fe verity, 
particularly  thofe  of  the  laft  feflion.  Nor  was 
the  probability  of  foreign  interference  omitted  ; 
and  the  miniftry  were  cautioned  againft  tr  lift- 
ing to  the  afiurances  of  their  inveterate  ene-* 
mies. 

A  more  moderate  party,  confiding  of  the 
duke  of  Manchefter,  earlTemple and  lord  Lytr 
fcleton,  difapproved  of  many  parts  of  the  bill, 
but  deprecated  its  fudden  rejection,  as  an  un- 
necefiary  infult  to  an  exalted  character.  Lord 
Temple  attributed  all  the  evils  and  diffractions 
to  the  fatal  repeal  of  the  ftamp  act;  and  the  laws 
of  the  laft  ft ili on  were  more  exceptionable  in 
mode,  than  matter.  Lord  Lyttleton  voted 
againft  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  yet  differed  in 
many  refpeets  from  lord  Chatham,  particularly 
on  the  fubjecl  of  the  Quebec  a6t,  againft  the 
repeal  of  which  he  ftrenuoufly  contended. 
Perfonai  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  much  perfonal 

aherca-  altercation  arofe,  The  duke  of  Richmond 
animadverted  with  great  feverity  on  lord 
Gower ;  and  lord  Chatham,  in  arguing  lord 
Sandwich's  motion,  uttered  a  tremendous  phi- 
lippic againft  the  whole  admin iftration. 

Intemper-        J*E  ^,e^an  w'tn   his  quondam   colleague  in 
atefpeech    office,  and   very  humble  fervant,  the  duke  of 

Chatham'  Grar^on^  on  whofe  logic  he  d,efcantcd  with 
great  feverity.  Could  he  be  more  juftly  charged 
with  hurrying  the  bufmefs  into  "the  houfe,  or 
his  grace :  with  hurrying  it  out?  America  wafij 
declared  in  rebellion  ;  eleven  days  had  elapfed 
iince  his  laft  motion,  and  no  mcafure  had  yet 
been  propofed  by  any  of  the  king's  fervants. 
"  Even  now,"  belaid,  "  if  they  will  aifure  me 
fC  they  have  a  plan  to  offer,  1  will  give  them  a 
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*•  proof  of  candour  they  do  not  defcrve,  by  chap. 
"  inftantly  withdrawing  my  bill."  The  indc-  xxv. 
cent  attempt  to  ititle  the  meafure  in  embryo,  1775 
Krotild  not  link  it  in  oblivion;  it  would  make  its 
way  to  the  public,  to  the  nation,  to  the  remoteft 
wilds  of  America,  it  would  be  coolly  inveftiffat1 
ed,  and  appreciated  by  its  merits  or  demerits 
alone.  "  lam  not  aitonilhed,"  he  continued, 
that  men  who  hate,  ihould  deleft  thole  who 
prize  liberty;  or  that  thole  who  want,  ihould 
perfeeute  thofe  who  poffefs  virtue.  I  could 
demonftrate,  were  I  fo  difpofed,  that  the 
"  whole  of  your  political  conduct  has  been  one 
"  continued  feries  of  weakneft,  temerity,  dci- 
potifm,  ignorance,  futility,  negligence,  blun- 
"  dering,  and  the  mod  notorious  fervility,  in- 
"  capacity,  and  corruption.  On  reconlidera- 
"  tion  I  mult  allow  you  one  merit,  a  ftriet  ai- 
"  ten  tion  to  your  own  interefts:  in  that  view 
"  you  appear  found  ftatefmen,  and  able  poli- 
ticians. Yon  well  know  if  the  prefent  mea- 
fure  ihould  prevail,  you  muft  inftantly  re- 
linquiih  your  places.  I  doubt  much  whether 
you  will  be  able  to  keep  them  on  any  terms: 
but  fure  I  am,  fueh  are  vour  well-known  cha- 
racrers  and  abilities,  that  any  plan  of  recon- 
cilation,  however  moderate,  wife,  and  feaii- 
"  We,  muft  fail  in  your  hands.  Who  then  can 
"  wonder,  that  you  ihould  negative  any  mea- 
"  fure,  which  muft  annihilate  your  power,  de- 
"  prive  you  of  your  emoluments,  and  at  once 
"  reduce  you  to  that  ftate  of  insignificance, 
"  for  which  God  and  nature  defigned  your" 

Til  e  earls  of  Gower  and  Hilllborough  warm-  R?P'Vof 
ly  reprobated    thefc    intemperate    animadver-  m,,"lttr^ 
lions,  as  the  mere  re  fu  It  of  a  factious  defign  to 
embarrafs  government,  and  obtain  undue  po» 
pularity :  great  induftry  would  doubtleis  be  cm- 
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ployed  in  circulating  the  bill,  and  inflaming 
the  public  mind,  both  in  England  and  America. 
To  talk  of  three  millions  of  Americans  in  arms 
was  a  grots  exaggeration,  the  whole  population 
did  not  exceed  that  amount:  one  third,  atlealt,- 
•would  lubmit,  and  deducting  from  the  remain- 
der, the  aged,  the  infants,  and  the  females,  his 
lordlhip's  facts  would  be  found  no  more  correct 
than  his  arguments.  It  would  be  fufriciently 
early  to  anfwer  general  charges,  when  fo  point- 
ed as  to  call  for  defence  or  explanation :  but, 
lord  Gower  obferved,  the  perfons  cenfured  only 
ihared  the  fate  of  all  other  adminiftrations  he 
ever  remembered ;  lord  Chatham  having  uni- 
formlv  condemned,  though  he  afterwards  acted 
with  them,  and  if  his  age  did  not  form  an  im- 
pediment, he  would  probably  give  on  the  pre- 
sent occaiion,  one  more  proof  of  verfatility,  by 
warmly  eipoufing  the  mcafures  he  now  fo  loud- 
ly condemned. 

Loud  Sandwich's  motion  was  carried,  and 
that  for  bringing  in  the  bill  rejected.* 

Meanwhile  the  papers  fubmitted  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  were  referred  to  a  committee, 
and  numerous  petitions  offered  on  American 
affairs,  from  great  mercantile  cities  and  towns,* 
praying  parliament  to  defift  from  thofe  pro- 
ceedings which  occafioned  the  American  af- 
fociation,  fo  prejudicial  to  commerce. 

On  the  firft  petition  from  the  merchants  of 
London,  a  ftrenuous  debate  arofe  on  a  propor- 
tion to  refer  it  to  a  committee  on  the  twenty? 


d  61   to  32, 

e  The  American  merchants  in  London  prefented  two  ;  Briftol 
the  fame  number,  Glalgow,  Norwich,  Liverpool,  Manchefter,  Bir- 
mingham, Wolverhampton,  Dudley,  and  fevers]  other  places  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  fent  petitions,  as  did  various  bodies  of 
jiiaxhants  intereikd  in  the  great  objects  of  difpute. 


feventh, 


tee. 
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feventh  of  January,  the  day  after  that  appointed   chap. 
for  confidering  the  papers.     Much  acrimony  v  xxv- 
was  difplayed  in  arraigning  the  conduct  of  mi-      1775. 
nifters,  and  much  ridicule  thrown  on  the  pro-  ReferreJto 
pofed    committee,    which    Burke   humoroufly  a  commit- 
termed  a  Coventry  committee,  and  a  commit- 
tee of  oblivion.    The  queftion  was  however  car- 
ried/ and  all  the  enfuing  petitions,   together 
with  one  from  Birmingham  of  contrary  ten- 
dency,s  were  fubmitted  to  the  fame  committee. 
The  merchants  of  London,  difplealed  by  this 
reference,  withdrew  their  petitions,    declaring; 
themfelves  under  no  apprehenfions  rcfpecling 
their  American  debts,  unlefs  the  means  of  re- 
mittance ihould  be  cut  off  by  meafures  adopted 
in  Great  Britain. 

Dr.  Fra\klint,  and  MefiVs.  Bollan  and  Lee,  *sthand 
who  were  authorized  by  the  continental  con-  ^tnoVof 
grefs  to  prefent  their  petition  to  the  king,  alio  Dr.  Frank- 
prayed  to  be  examined  at  the  bar,  in  fupport 
of  that  paper  which  they  were  enabled  to  elu- 
cidate. In  debating  this  requeft,  it  Mas  infill- 
ed on  one  fide,  that  compliance  would  lead  to 
inextricable  confuiion,  and  deftrov  the  whole 
colony  government.  It  would  explicitly  fanc- 
tion  the  congrefs,  which  was  not  a  legal  meet- 
ing, and  recognize  the  parties  making  the  ap- 
plication, who  were  not  in  fact  legally  appoint- 
ed. On  the  other,  it  was  contended  that  the 
congrefs,  however  illegal  for  other  purpofes, 
were  fully  competent  to  this :  the  petition  was 
figned  by  the  members  :  it  might  be  received 
as  from  them  in  their  individual  capacity,  and 
the  equity  of  the  houfe  lhould  rather  lead  to 

f  197  to  81. 

t  It  was  in  lifted  by  opposition  that  this  counter-petition  was  tin- 
faiily  obtained  by  ministerial  influence,  and  not  figned  by  pcrfons 
really  interfiled  in  the  American  trade. 

the 


lin  and 

others. 
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chap,   the  adoption  of  plaufible  reafons  for  receiving 
L\J^il/    ^an  tne  invention  of  pretences  for  rejecting 
J775-      fuch  papers;  the  practice  of  difmiffing  petitions 
and  declining  the  examination  of  agents,  would 
eftabliih  an  opinion,  that  thofe  who  refufed  to 
hear  complaints,  abdicated  the  rights  of  go- 
vernment, and  thus  naturally  lead  to  universal 
Rejefled.    rebellion.    The  introduction  of  the  petition  was 

not  permitted,11 
«dFeb.  Ix  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,   on  the 

caThT   '  papers  from  America,  lord  North  re-argued  the 
American    cuitomary  topics  of  parliamentary  fupremacy, 
P3^3-       the  propriety  of  American  contribution,  and 
lightnefs  of  the  taxes  hitherto  impofed,  which 
did  not  amount  to  more  than  fix  pence  a  year 
on  each  individual.  Then,  denouncing  the  con- 
federacy  againft  importation  as  the  caufe  of  the 
prefent  feparation,  he  unfolded  his  plan  of  co- 
ercion, which  was,  to  fend  to  America  a  larger 
military  force,  and  by  a  temporary  acl,  to  ftop 
the  foreign  commerce  of  New  England,  and 
their  fiihery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland, 
till  they   returned  to  their   duty;    declaring, 
whenever  the  event  took  place,  their  real  griev- 
ances mould,  on  proper  application,  be  redreff- 
Motion  for  ed.  His  motion  was  for  an  addrefs,  thanking  the 
an  addreis.  j^jn£,.  fQV  ^  communication  0f  papers;  affirm^ 

ing  the  province  of  Mailaehuilet's  Bay  to  be  in 
rebellion;  declaring  the  resolution  of  the  houfe, 
not  to  relinquish  any  part  of  the  fovereign  au- 
thority, veiled  by  law  in  his  ma  jelly  and  the 
two  houfes,  over  every  branch  of  the  empire; 
and  profefling  their  cojiftant  rcadinefs  to  pay 
attention  to  the  grievances  of  the  fubject,  when, 
prefentcd  in  a  dutiful  and  coniiitutional  man- 
ner.    The  king  was  requefted  to  take  effect 

J»  21S  to  68, 

tual 
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tual  meafures  for  enforcing  obedience  to  the  chap. 
laws  and  authority  of  the  iupreme  legiilature,   JJ^ 
and  in  the  nioft  folemn  manner  affured  of  their     ms- 
fixed  refolution,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives 
and  properties,  to  fupport  him  againlt  all  re- 
bellious attempts,   in  the  maintenance  of  his 
juft  rights,  and  thofe  of  the  two  hoiiles. 

The  debate,  though  fpirited  and  vehement, 
afforded  little  novelty;  and  no  other  intereft 
than  appertained  to  the  importance  of  the  lub- 
jeel;.      Fox  moved   an  amend mcnt,   cenfuring  Amend- 
the  miniftry,  for  bavin's  rather  inflamed  than  ment 

,,,,.«*'  i  •  e-        iX.    •  moved, 

healed  differences,  and  praying  for  their  re- 
moval. He  expatiated  on  the  injuttice,  inex- 
pediency, and  tolly  of  the  motion ;  prophefy- 
ing  defeat  in  America;  ruin  and  puniihment 
at  home. 

Dunning  denied  the  exiftence  of  rebellion, 
but  was  fully  anfwered  by  Thurlow.  The  cha- 
racter of  the  Americans,  their  religious  enthu- 
fiafm  and  inaptitude  for  arms,  were  diicuUed 
with  more  vehemence  than  judgment.  Cap- 
tain Luttrell  pointed  out  the  evils  and  incon- 
veniences refulting  from  a  war  with  the  colo- 
nies ;  difcutfed  at  large  the  probability  of  foreign 
interference,  and  infpeaking  of  the  inefficiency 
of  arms  in  fueh  a  caufe,  concluded  with  this 
remark  :  "  The  Americans,  however,  feel  as  a 
"  confolation,  that  every  ihip  and  every  regi- 
"  ment  fent  to  Bolton,  adds  ftrength  to  their 
<c  caufe;  for  without  much  pretention  to  pro 
"  phefy,  I  may  foretell,  that  the  hiltory  of  thele 
"  diflenfions  will  be  timilar  to  that  of  the  trou- 
M  bles  in  Ireland,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 
"  That  queen,  impatient  to  lubdue  the  Iriih, 
"  employed  a  large?  army,  but  the  rebels  daily 
*'  gathered  ftrength;  Elizabeth  demanding  the 
*'  caufe,  was  anfwered,  that  the  army  there  was 

"  the 
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chap.    "  the  true  reafon;  for  their  money  had  found 

XXZl/    "  *ts  way  mto  tne  country>   an(^  ena^led  her 
'^75-      "  opponents,  not  only  to  purchafe  ammuni- 
"  tion   and  warlike  {lores,     but  even  to  hire 
"  foreign  officers."     The  amendment  was  ne- 
gatived.1 
6th  Feb.         Ox  the  prefentation  of  the  report,  lord  John 
Motion  to    Cavendifh  moved  to  recommit  the  addrefs;  in 
JSfifi.  the  debate,  in  which  the  exigence  of  rebellion, 
and  the  policy  of  declaring  it,  were  amply  dif- 
cuifed,  Wilkes  would   not  pretend  to  decide 
on  the  ftate  of  MaffachufiWs  Bay ;   a  fit  and 
proper  refinance,  was  a  revolution,  not  a  rebel- 
lion.     "  Who  can  tell,1'  he  faid,   "  whether,  in 
tf  confequence  of  this  very  day's   violent  and 
"  mad  addrefs,  the  fcabbard  may  not  be  thrown 
"  away  by  them  as  well  as  by  us,  and,  mould 
V  fuccefs  attend  them,  whether,  in  a  few  years, 
'■  the  Americans  may  not  celebrate  the  glorious 
"  era  of  the  revolution  of  1775,  as  we  do  that 
"  of  1688.     Succefs  crowned  the  generous  ef- 
"  forts  of  our  forefathers  for  freedom,  elfe  they 
"  had  died  on  the  fcaffold  as  traitors   and  re- 
"  bels,   and  the  period  of  our  hifiory,   which 
"  does  us  the  molt  honour,  would  have  been 
deemed  a  rebellion  againft  lawful  authority; 
not  a  refiftance  fanctioned  by  all  the  laws  of 
God  and  man,  and  the  expullion  of  a  tyrant." 
In  anfwer  to  thefe  obfervations,  it  was  faid, 
the  prefent  important  crifis,  (and  one  more  in- 
tricate had  not  occurred  fince  the  revolution) 
was  not  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  refractory 
fpirit  of  ungrateful  fubjects  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Atlantic,  than  to'fomeno  lefs  relilefs  on 
this  fide;    and  as  a  great  miniiter  had  once' 

i  There  were  two  divifions  :  on  the  amendment,  the  numbers  were 
304.  to  105  :  on  the  original  motion,  296  to  iu6. 

boafted 
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fooafted  of  having  conquered  America  in  Ger-   chap. 
many  ;  fo  it  would  now  be  necelfary  to  conquer    J^^, 
it  wholly  or  partially  in  England:  for  till  re-      *77i- 
llraint  could  be  impofed  on  the  fedition  fo  con- 
stantly, artfully,  and  lliamefully  circulated  from 
hence,  and  a  check  given  to  thole  incendiaries 
who  breathed  forth    the  inflammatory  poifon 
conveyed  in  every  news-paper,  we  could  never 
hope,  without  the  laft  extremities,  to  bring  the 
wicked  leaders  of  thofe  deluded  people  to  a 
ienfe  of  their  duty  and  obligations.     Their  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  papers  before  the  houfe,  evi- 
dently proved   they  were  ungratefully  afpiring 
to  be  independent;  a  future  age  might  pofhbly 
witnefs   the  accomplishment  of  their  defign; 
but  it  was  the  duty  of  Englishmen,  by  vigi- 
lance, to  prevent  the  anticipation  of  that  evil 
day;  remilfnefs  or  want  of  firmnefs  would  leave 
an  everlafting  ftain  on  the  prefent  age.     The 
declarations  of  comnefs  were  traced  to  the  real 
iburces,  and  their  arrogance  in  prohibiting  Bri- 
tish commodities,  was  expofed  to  deferved  cen- 
fure.     "  To  all  nations  with  whom  we  are  not 
"  actually  at  war,"  Sir  William  Mayne  obferv- 
ed,   "  we  can  tranfport  our  commodities  with 
fafety;     but  it  is  only  on  the  inhofpitable 
continent  of  America,  that  Britiih  manufac- 
tures, the  produce  of  Britiih  induftry,  cannot 
find  an  aiylum." 
Lord  North,  who  had  before  Shewn  fome  Irrefola- 
irrefolution  and  doubt,  relative  to  the  meal u res  tlCM1 .?/ thc 
or  coercion,   by  Stating  a  willingnels  to  repeal 
the  tax  on  tea,  if  that  coneefhon  would  Satisfy 
the  Americans,  now  difplayed  Still  greater  hesi- 
tation,    lie  difclaimed  the  taxation  of  America 
as  an  acl  of  his  administration,  and  traced  it  to 
the  duke  of  Grafton;  adding,   that  the  quar- 
rel would   be  terminated,  if  the  conftitutional 
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right  of  fupremacy  were  conceded  to  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  motion  for  recommitment  was  ne- 
gatived.* 

A  conference  having  been  held  on  the 
addrefs,  the  earl  of  Dartmouth  moved  for  the 
concurrence  of  the  lords  :  the  marquis  of  Roek- 
ingham,  at  the  fame  time,  prefeuted  petitions 
from  the  American  merchants  in  London, 
and  from  the  Weft  India  planters;  and  the 
previous  queftion  was  demanded  on  the  earl  of 
Dartmouth's  motion. 

Lord  Mansfield,  in  a  long  and  able" 
fpeech,  deicanted  on  the  arrogance  of  the 
American  claims,  demonurated  the  futility  of 
the  reafonings  to  impofe  a  belief  that  the 
eolonifts  contended  for  an  exemption  from 
taxation  only,  and  animadverted  on  lord  Chat- 
ham's declaration  in  a  former  debate,  that  in 
return  for  a  temporary  fufpenfion,  and  ultimate 
repeal  of  the  obnoxious  acls,  America  muft 
unequivocally  admit  the  fupreme  legiflative 
controuling  power  of  parliament,  in  every  cafe 
except  that  of  taxation.  The  congrefs,  he 
remarked,  avoided  every  declaration,  equivo- 
cal or  unequivocal ;  for  all  they  promifed  was 
fubmithon  to  the  act  of  navigation,  while  they 
boldly  contended  for  the  repeal  of  every  law 
from  which  that  act  could  derive  force  or 
effect.  He  minutely  analyzed  the  declarations 
of  congrefs,  and  the  acts  of  parliament  of 
which  they  complained,  proving,  that  to  an- 
nul any,  except  the  tax  laws,  would  be  a  com- 
plete renunciation  of  fovereignty.  On  the 
petition-,  he  obferved,  that,  undoubtedly  every 
clafs  of  people  would  feel  feverely  the  effects 
of  war,  while  none  could  anfwer  for  its  events  ; 
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the  Britiih  forces  might  be  defeated,  the  Amen-  chap. 
cans  might  prevail,  and  Great  Britain  be  ftrip-  J^^J 
ped  for  ever  of  the  fovereignty ;  but  the  *7rs* 
queition  was,  whether  the  right  of  the  mother- 
country  mould  be  refolutelv  afferted,  or  at 
once  relinquillied.  He  argued,  from  the  docu- 
ments before  the  houfe,  that  the  colonies  were 
in  a  (late  of  rebellion,  and  while  he  doubted 
the  expediency  of  taxation,  deprecated  the 
confederation  of  the  queition  in  that  view,  till 
the  right  fhould  be  fully  afferted  and  acknow- 
ledged. He  condemned  the  taxes  impofed  in 
1767,  as  the  foundation  of  alt  the  troubles 
and  political  confufions  ;  they  had  thrown  the 
colonies  into  a  ferment,  and  injured  Britifli 
commerce,  by  furnilhing  the  Americans  with 
a  temptation  to  fmuggle. 

Lord  Camden  combated  the  affertkm  that  Loi-dCam*. 
the  colonies  were  in  rebellion,  and  entered  into 
a  variety  of  diftin6tions  relative  to  confirmative 
treafon.  He  difclaimed  all  participation  in 
the  law  for  taxing  America,  having  never  been 
confulted  on  the  iubjecl:. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  complained  warmly  Duke  of 
of  the  conduct  of  both  the  law  lords;  it  was  GiaftoQ- 
mean,  he  faid,  in  lord  Camden,  and  much 
beneath  the  dignity  of  the  exalted  ftation  he 
had  iilled,  when  the  duties  were  impofed,  to 
icrcesi  himfelffrom  the  confequences  by  im- 
puting the  meafure  to  others,  who,  as  he  was 
fully  confeious,  had  no  more  particular  con- 
cern in  it  than  himfelf.  The  act  was  content- 
ed to,  at  leaft  in  the  cabinet:  lord  Camden 
acquiefced  in  it,  he  fat  in  the  chair  of  that 
houfe  while  it  palled  in  its  feveral  ftages,  and 
signified  the  royal  approbation  under  the  feal 
of  his  office  ;  and  ihall  he  now  tell  the  houfe 
and  the  public,  that  it  palled  without  his  ap- 
probation 
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chap,  probation  or  participation?  The  duke  gladly 
/J5£  availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  of  teftifymg 
1775.  to  the  public,  that  he  was  not  the  author  of 
the  meafure ;  perhaps  it  was  contrary  to  his 
judgment;  but  he  referved  his  lentiments  to 
a  future  oceaiion  ;  every  cabinet  minifter  who 
acted  and  deliberated  in  that  capacity  at  the 
time  of  paffing  a  law,  iliould  equally  lhare  the 
cenfure  or  applaufe  refulting  from  its  merits 
or  defects.  His  grace  combated  lord  Mans- 
field's  arguments  ao'ainftthe  mode  of  enforcing 
the  act,  and  lamented  the  misfortune  he  flit- 
tered while  minifter,  in  being  deprived  of  his 
afiiftance,  which  he  knew  was  afforded  to  pre- 
vious adminiiirations. 
Lord  Lyt-  Lord  L y t t l e t o n  fpoke  with  great  fe verity 
tieton.  on  i\^e  doclrine  of  lord  Camden  refpecting  con- 
ftructive  treafons.  Thofe  little  evafions  and 
diftinctions,  he  obferved,  were  the  effects  of 
profeflional  fubtlety,  and  low  cunning  ;  it  was 
highly  abfurd  to  enter  into  fuch  flimfy  obferva- 
tions  on  this  or  that  particular  phrafe  or  word, 
and  thence  draw  deductions,  equally  puerile 
and  inconcluiivc,  that  the  colonies  were  not 
in  rebellion.  He  iliould  not  abide  by  fuch 
far-fetched  interpretations ;  but  be  guided  by 
common  fenfe,  and  only  confult  the  papers  on 
the  table,  to  prove  beyond  queftion  the  very 
reverfe  of  lord  Camden's  inference. 
Lord  shei-  Loud  She  leu  RN  e,  hoping  the  day  of  in- 
hume, quiry  and  public  retribution  would  come,  when 
the  author  of  the  prefent  dangerous  meafures 
would  l>e  discovered,  and  that  defpotic  fyftem, 
which  had  for  forne  time  governed  the  colonies 
be  developed,  affirmed,  from  his  own  know- 
ledge, that  neither  the  duke  of  Grafton  nor 
lord  Camden  approved  of  taxing  America; 
his  own  fentiments  were  too  well  known  to 

require 
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require   recapitulation;  and  he  intimated  that  chap. 
the  king  was  favourably  difpofed  towards  the    ;J5Lf 
colonies.     It  was   therefore   defervins  of  en-      1775- 
quiry,  how  this  unexpected  change  was  eftect- 
ed,  and  by   what  fatal  over-ruling  influence 
this  great  empire  was  brought  to  the  eve  of  a 
civil  war  ? 

The  debate  now  became  extremely  tumul-  Duke  of 
tuary.     The  duke  of  Richmond  related  official  Ric*»w»n4. 
anecdotes,  tending  to  cenfure  lord  Mansfield,  Lord 
who  in   reply  denied  the  charge  of  having  in-  Mansfield. 
fluenced    or   directed    the    prelent   meafures  ; 
though,    if  true,  he  mould  glory  in  it,   as  he 
thought  them  wife,  politic,  and  equitable.     lie 
difa vowed,  with  manly  pride,  the  low  arts  ufed 
to  obtain   popularity ;    and  while  he   claimed 
the  merit  of  driving   to   deferve,   renounced, 
with  deteftation,  the  bafenefs  of  courting  it; 
he  expofed  the  artifices  of  which  he  had  been 
witnefs    among   cabinet-minifters,   to   acquire 
popularity,   as  the  means   of  forwarding  their 
ambitious  or  interefted  views  ;  and  aniVered  the 
menaces  of  his  opponents  with  magnanimous 
defiance:    "  I  am  threatened  !"  he  exclaimed; 
"  I  dare  the  authors  of  thofe  threats  to  put  any 
"  one  of  them  in  execution.     I  am  ready  to 
"  meet  their   charges,    and  prepared   for  the 
event,  either  to  cover  my  adverfaries  with 
mame  and  difgrace,  or  in  the  fall,  rifque  the 
remnant  of  a  life  nearly  drawing  to  a  con- 
"  clufion,  and   eonlequently  not  worth  much 
"  folicitude." 

Lord  Shelburne  again  prefied  his  former  Lord  sheU 
obfervations,  and  more  than  infmuated  that  the  burne« 
chief-juftice  of   the    King's    Bench   had   not 
fpoken  the  truth  :  upon  which  lord  Mansfield,  L^rd 
with    confiderable  warmth,  lamented  that  for  Ma"sfi«id, 
the  firft  time,  he  witnefled  a  deviation  from  the 
vol.  u.  o.  ufual 
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chap,  ufual  practice  of  that  houfe,  to  behave  like  geit- 
y]~^J  tlemen,  and  accufed  the  lait  fpeaker  of  utter- 
1775-  ine*  sTofs  falfehoods.  Lord  Shelburne  retorted 
b^rne  "  the  charge ;  and  after  fome  extraneous  fpeeches 
Original  relative  to  the  navy,  this  difgraceful  and  in* 
motion        decorous  debate  Mas  terminated,  bv  adopting: 

cart  ltd.  tv  •  e     i  •  n  •  i 

the  affirmative  ot  the  previous   queition,   and 

agreeihs;  to  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  com- 

ProteiU.     raons.1     A  proteft  on  each  fubjeel  was  entered 

on  the  journals. 

rotii  Feb.        The  king's  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  was  accom- 

tationof"    panied    with    a   menage,    in    confequence   of 

forces.        which   two   tlioufand   additional    feamen,  and 

I3th'         four  tlioufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-three 

land-forces   were  voted,  though  not  without 

many  fevere  cenfures  on  the  conduct,  of  s;o- 

vcrnment,  the  deceit  praciifed  by  minifters  in 

the  imali  force  at  firft  demanded,  and  infinua* 

tions  on  the  infufficiency  of  the  armament  to 

effect  any  beneficial  purpofe ;  the  probability 

of  foreign   interference  was  not  omitted,  and 

captain  Walfmgham  afferted  that  France  had 

feventy-five  fail  of  the  line,  one-half  of  which 

were  manned  and  fit  for  actual  fervice. 

*otVi  Feb.        In  purfuance  of  his  plan,  lord  North  intro- 

tothez4th.  ^nced  a  bjij  for  reftrainino-  the  commerce  of 

land  re- °  the  New  England  provinces  to  Great  Britain, 
ftraining  Ireland,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  prohibiting 
them  from  carrying  on,  for  a  limited  time,  any 
fifhery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  with 
an  exception  in  favour  of  individuals  who  ihould 
obtain  from  the  governors  of  certain  provinces; 
certificates  of  good  behaviour,  and  take  a  teft 
acknowledging  the  rights  of  parliament. 

1  The  previous  queftion  is,  Whether  the  main  queftion  fliall  be 
now  put  ?  which  was  carried  by  104  to  29:  the  diviiion  on  the 
principal  queition  was  87  to  27.  The  protefts  were  figned  by  it 
jeers. 

The 
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The  bill  was  juftified  by  the  rebellious  (late   chap. 
of  thofe  provinces,  as  proved  by  the  papers  be-    Jj^Xit 
fore  the  houfe :  the  arguments  in   its  fupport      ^js* 
were,  that  as  the   Americans    had  refufed   to 
trade  with  this  kingdom,  it  was  juft  to  prevent 
their  commerce  with  other  nations.     Whatever 
diftrefs  they  might  feel,  their  own  conduct  left 
them  no  right  of  complaint :  they  had  begun 
the  practice  by  an  aiTociation  calculated  to  ruin 
our  merchants,   impoverith  our  manufacturers, 
and  ftarve  the  Weft  India  iflands. 

The  oppoiition  urged  the  impolicy  of  de-  Cfppofi- 
ftroying  a  trade  which  could  never  be  reftored  :  tl0n' 
God  and  nature,  they  argued,  had  given  the 
Newfoundland  fiihery  to  New,  and  not  to  Old. 
England.  The  penalties  confounded  the  in- 
nocent with  the  guilty  ;  nor  was  it  pofiible  for 
government  to  ilfue  inch  a  proclamation  as- 
would  afford  fecurity  to  all  who  were  well  in- 
tentioned.  The  bill  was  calculated  to  irritate 
the  Americans  and  ftarve  four  provinces  ;  and 
the  danger  of  the  Americans  withholding:  the 
debts  due  to  Britilh  merchants  was  ftrongly 
urged. 

During  the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  petitions  2.1th  Febi 
were  prefented  from  the  American  merchants  Petitionv 
in  London,  from  the  merchants  of  Poole,  from  28th, 
the  quakers,  and  from  the  merchants  of  Water- 
ford.     They  were  referred  to  a  committee,  and  r8?,^' 
many  witnelles  examined;  hut  their  evidence  Evidence* 
did  not  prove  the  inexpediency  of  the  mea- 
fure. 

On  the  third  reading,  Mr.  Hartley  propofed  Debate 
an  amendment,   permitting  the  importation  of,hethi,x* 
fuel,  corn,  meal,   flour,  and  other  victual,  car-  rca  lTi^ 
lied  coaft-wife  from  other  parts  of  America  into 
the  profcribed  province's.  This  motion  brought 
before  the  houfe,  in  aggravated  colours,    *he' 

o.   1  quefti  ■ 


on 
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chap,  queftion  of  involving  in  one  common  famine 
xxv-  the  friend  and  the  foe  of  government ;  the  re- 
I77*  lilting  adult,  the  feeble  infant,  the  pregnant 
female,  and  the  decrepid  elder.  The  poor  peo- 
ple, Burke  obferved,  were  already  reduced  to 
beggary,  and  now  the  beggar's  fcrip  was  taken 
from  them  ;  even  the  morfel  tendered  by  the 
hand  of  charity  was  dallied  from  the  mouth  of 
hunger. 

Governor  Pownall  anfwered  all  thefe  ar- 
guments   by  ftating  as  a  fact,  that  the  New 
Englilh   colonies  (although    agriculture    was 
neglected)  were  in  no  danger  of  famine:  they 
were  great  grazing  fettlements,   and  the  flour 
and   bifcuit   imported   from  Philadelphia  and 
New  York  were  merely  articles  of  luxury  for 
the  rich :  he   therefore  ridiculed   the  imputa- 
tions of  obduracy  and  cruelty  fo  liberally  ad- 
vanced againft  the  miniftry,  and   confidering 
the  bill  as  a  mere  commercial  regulation,  with- 
holding indulgences  from   colonies,  who  pro- 
hibited trade  with  England,  gave  it  his  cordial 
fupport.     The  motion  was  negatived."1 
*.sthand         In  the  lords,  the  bill  was  oppofed,  as  in  the 
iY)thMar.   jower  h0ufe.     Petitions   were   prefented,   and 
Sthehouft  witneffes  examined,  to  the  fame  effecr.     On  the 
tflonfe.      motion  for  its   commitment,    the  marquis  of 
Rockingham  compared  the  conduct,  of  minif- 
try to  that  of  marlhal  Rozen,  king  James  the 
Second's    French   general   in  Ireland,  who  in 
order  to  reduce  thegarrifon  of  Deny,  collected 
the  wives,  children,   and   aged  parents  of  the 
befieged  under  the  walls,  there  to  perilh  by 
famine,    or  to  be  maffacred   if  they  attempt- 
ed to  retreat.       "  But,"   the  marquis  added, 
"  weak,    infatuated,    and    bigotted,    as    that 

"»  iSS  to  j8. 

"  prince 
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"  prince  was,    his   heart   revolted   at  fuch  a  erf  a  p. 
u  horrid  expedient  for  fubcluing*  his  enemies;   ^^" 
"  as   foon  as    it   readied  his    knowledge,    he      *77S 
"  immediately  countermanded  the  barbarous 
"  order,  and  left  the  innocent  and  unoffending 
"  at  liberty." 

The  minifterial  members  explicitly  denied 
the  imputation  of  intending  to  fubjecl;  the  co- 
ionifts  to  famine:  far  from  thinking  themfelves 
driven  to  that  rcfource,  they  confidered,  that  in 
the  event  of  armed  refiftance,  the  Americans 
Mould  afford  an  eafy  and  inglorious  conqueft, 
"  Suppofe  the  colonies  to  abound  in  men,"  lord 
Sandwich  injudicioully  exclaimed,  "  of  what 
importance  is  the  facl?  They  are  raw,  un- 
difciplined,  and  cowardly.  I  will),  inftead  of 
forty  or  fifty  thoufand  of  thefe  brave  fellows, 
they  would  produce,  at  leaft,  two  hundred 
thoufand ;  the  more  the  better  !  the  ealier 
would  be  the  conqueft: — if  they  did  not  run 
away,  they  would  ftarve  themfelves  into  com- 
pliance with  our  meafures."  He  related  in 
fupport  of  his  opinion,  an  anecdote  of  the  lalt 
war,  derived  from  Sir  Peter  Warren.  The  duke 
of  Grafton  maintained,  that  the  bill  was  found- 
ed on  the  principle  of  retaliation  and  puniih- 
ment,  for  an  outrage  as  daring  as  it  was  un- 
provoked, hill  further  heightened  and  aggra- 
vated by  refiftance  to  all  lawful  authority,  and 
almoft  a  pofitive  avowal  of  total  independence 
-on  the  mother- country." 

On  the  third  reading,   an  amendment  was  rift  Mar, 
made,   invalidating  protecting  certificates  ob- 
tained from  the  governors  of  New  Jerfey,  Pen- 
fylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Caro- 
lina, on  the  ground,  that  thefe  colonies  were  as 

ft  The  number?  for  committing  the  bill  wer«  jo^.  to  99. 
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much  iii  a  ftate  of  rebellion  as  thofe  of  New 
England.0  The  bill,  thus  altered,  not  agreeing 
with  its  title,  the  houfe  of  commons  dehred  a 
conference,  when  the  lords  withdrew  their 
amendment,  and  the  bill  paffed  in  its  original 
form.  A  proteft  againft  it  was  figned  by  fix- 
tee  n  peers. 

The  amendment  of  the  lords  wras,  in  facl, 
rendered  unnecefTary  by  a  bill,  which  lord 
North  introduced,  when  the  New  England  re- 
ftraining ac~t  had  palled  the  houfe  of  commons, 
for  laying  reftrietions,  nearly  fimilar,  on  the  pro- 
vinces they  had  fpecified.  It  palled  the  lower 
houfe,  not  without  fome  oppofition;  but  no 
new  argument  was  offered,  and  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  houfe  of  lords,  neither  debate  nor 
proteft  appears. 

To  counterbalance  the  inconveniences  which 
might  be  expected  from  thefe  laws,  theminifters 
allowed  bounties  on  the  importation  of  flax- 
feed,  and  to  Irifh  mips  engaged  in  the  New- 
foundland and  Greenland  fiiheries,  and  remov- 
ed feme  rcitraints  which  in  other  refpecls  af- 
fected the  Irifh  commerce. 

WiiiLE  the  bill  for  reftraininc;  thet~ade  and 
fimenes  of  the  New  England  prov  .ces  was 
yet  depending,  lord  North,  to  the  rarprife  of 
oppofition,  and  of  many  adherents  of  miniftry, 
brought  forward,  in  a  committee,  proportions 
for  Conciliating  the  differences  with  America. 
Adverting  to  the  terms  of  the  addrefs  on  the 
American  papers,  he  obferved,  although  par- 
liament could  never  relinqiufh  the  right  of 
taxation,  yet  if  the  Americans  would  propofe 
means  of  contributing  their  lhare  to  the  com- 


0  The  amendment  was  carried  52  to  13  :    the  amended  bill  73 
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mon  defence,  the  exercife  of  the  rig-lit  might  chap. 
without  hefitationbefufpended,  and  the  privilege   J^X^ 
of  raifing  their  own  portion  of  contribution  con-      1775- 
ceded  to  the  colonifts.     This  being;  the  fenfe, 
and  he  believed  the  very  words,   in  which  lie 
moved  the  addrefs,  he  propofed  as  a  refolution, 
"  That  when  the  governor,  council  and  ailem- 
bly,  or  general  court  of  any  of  his  majeity's 
provinces,  or  colonies,  ihall  propofe  to  make 
provilion  for   contributing  their  proportion 
to  the  common  defence;  to  be  railed  under 
the  authorities  of  the  general  court,  or  gene- 
"  ral  aileinbly,  and   difpofable  by  parliament ; 
and  fhall  engage  to  make  provision   alio  for 
the  fupport  of  the  civil  government,  and  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice ;  it  Avill  be  proper,  if 
fuch  propofal  mall  be  approved  by  his  majef- 
<;  ty  in  parliament,  and  for  fo  long  as  fuch  pro- 
vilion lhall  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear, 
"  in  refpeet  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  to  levy 
ft  any  duty,   tax,    or  aiTeifment,  except  for  the 
"  regulation  of  commerce;  the  net  produce  of 
"  which  ihall  be  carried  to  the  account  of  fuch 
'"'  province,  colony,  or  plantation.'' 

To  this  motion,  lord  North  anticipated  ob-  Hisfpeech. 
jeelions  from  various  quarters;  but  contending 
the  terms  to  be  fuch  as  even  in  the  hour  of  vic- 
tory, would  be  good  and  juft,  he  left  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  houfe.  It  would  be  a  teft 
of  the  American  pretentions  :  if  their  ofteniible 
caufes  of  opposition  were  real,  they  muit  agree 
with  the  proportion ;  if  they  did  not,  it  would 
become  indisputable  that  they  had  other  views, 
and  were  actuated  by  oilier  motives.  To  offer 
ms  of  peace  was  wife  and  humane;  if  the 
colonifts  rejected  them,  their  blood  muft  be 
upon  their  own  heads. 

The  miniiter  did  not  err  in  his  conjecture  of  D^atc, 

Q  4  oppoiition, 
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oppofition,  but  he  alfo  received  unufual  fup~ 
port :  governor  Pownall  was  a  warm  advocate 
for  the  meafure :  he  referred  to  his  paft  con- 
duct, as  a  proof  of  his  attachment  to  the  Ame- 
ricans; his  principles  were  known  through 
the  medium  of  the  prefs,  and  he  was  intirely 
independent  of  the  minifter,  and  unconnected 
with  oppofition.  He  traced  the  origin  of  the 
prefent  difputes  to  a  congrefs  at  Albany  in 
J  754,  at  which  he  was  prefent:  he  had  the 
means  of  knowing  the  real  opinion  of  the  fiift 
men  of  bufmefs  and  ability  in  that  country, 
and  faw  the  rile  of  the  prefent  crifis.  He  had, 
therefore,  always,  in  both  countries,  recom- 
mended fuch  a  mode  of  conduct,  as  in  his 
judgment  was  calculated  to  prevent  a  rup- 
ture; but  had  the  misfortune  to  find  his  coun- 
iel  disregarded.  He  now  faw  the  colonifts 
Refilling  the  government  derived  from  the 
crOwn,  and  parliament;  oppofmg  rights  which 
they  had  always  acknowledged,  arming  and 
arraying  themfelves,  and  carrying  their  oppo*- 
ft!  ion  into  force  by  arms  :  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  he  could  not  deny  the  neceiuty  which 
impelled  this  country  to  aifume  an  hoftile  pofi- 
tion  :  the  Americans  themfelves  had  rendered 
it  neceffary.  But  although  he  acquiefced  in 
the  coercive  meafures  of  government,  he  ever 
looked  to  pacification,  and  hailed  the  propo-r 
iition  as  a  dawn  of  peace.  If  two  adverfe 
nations  were  on  the  eve  of  war,  fome  mediating 
power  might  be  found  to  avert  the  calamity ; 
and  coniidcring  the  Americans  in  the  fame 
lituation,  adjured  the  houie,  and  particularly 
the  country  gentlemen,  to  interfere  and  prevent 
fatal  confequences.  The  terms  were  prudent 
and  candid  j  and  an  analyiis   of  the  propofi- 

tion. 
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tion  proved   it,  in  all  its  parts,  wife,  politic,    chap. 
and  equitable.  s^Zi/ 

Fox  congratulated  his  friends  and  the  pub-  1775- 
lie  on  the  retrograde  movement  of  the  minifter,  M^pjf 
who,  receding  from  his  former  ileps  of  vio- 
lence and  war,  now  tried  the  paths  of  peace; 
a  change  which  he  attributed  to  the  perfevei> 
ing  efforts  of  a  firm  and  fpirited  oppolition. 
He  queftioned,  however,  the  nncerity  of  the 
motion  :  it  exhibited  two  faces ;  to  the  Ame- 
ricans it  offered  negotiation  and  reconciliation, 
and  to  the  advocates  of  Britim  fupremacy,  a 
refolution  never  to  abandon  that  object.  This 
conduct  would  alienate  his  friends,  while  thofe 
who  fincerely  defired  peace  would  not  trail  the 
fpecioufnefs  of  his  offers,  and  the  Americans 
would  reject  them  with  difdain. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  denied  that  the  propo-  Mr.  jen- 
fition  indicated  any  change  of  proceedings :  on  fcinfou. 
the  contrary,  it  made  part  of  the  very  meafures 
in  which  the  houfe  engaged  by  the  late  ad- 
drefs.  So  far  from  being  a  new  proportion, 
it  was  the  fame  which  Mr.  Grenville  had  made 
to  the  colonies  the  year  before  he  intro- 
duced the  itamp  ael ;  and,  had  the  colonies 
at  any  time  propofed  meafures  in  this  line  of 
common  fervice,  government  would  have  been 
ready  to  liften.  If  the  propofition  contained 
any  novelty,  it  confifted  in  that  explicit  and 
definitive  mode  of  explanation,  which,  if  re- 
jected, would  leave  the  colonics  without 
excufe. 

The   great   objection  to   the   motion    a  rofe  Motion  fof 
from  its  repugnance  to  the  addrefs  ;  an  opinion  cb«rman 
firft  darted  by  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  andfupport-  chair. 
r<\  by  Mr.  Adam,   Mr.  Dundas,  and  Mr.  Ack- 
land,    who  moved  tliat  the   chairman  fhould 
leave  I  lie  chair. 

Lord 


o3i  HISTOJIY    OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP.        Lord  North  was   cmbarrafTed  by  this  ob- 

xxV-     jection,  and  fpoke  feveral  times  in  explanation  ; 

^177-5.      Sir  Gilbert  Elliott  at  length  reconciled  the  ap- 

E™b:u'-    c  parent  deviation,  by  obferving,  that   the  ad- 

r affluent  of  r    *  •"    ,j  I  r  i P     x.  v  /.* 

the  minii"-    drefs  containea  two  correipondent  hnes  or  coll- 
ar- duel,     The  one,    to  reprefs  rebellion,    protect 
by  sirated   loyalty,  and  enforce   the  laws :    for  this,  the 
Gilbert       forces  had   been   augmented,    money   levied, 
^m°lt*       and  meafures   of  reftriction  reforted  to.     The 
other  concurrent  and  concomitant  line  was, 
indulgence  to  thofe  who  would  return  to  their 
duty:  this,  in  the  addrefs,  was  neceiTarily  in- 
timated in  general  and  vague  terms  ;  no  defini- 
tive and    explicit  exprefhons  could  be   ufed, 
unlets  the  fubject  had  been  affumed  as  a  par- 
ticular point  of  consideration.     The  meafure, 
now  propofed,  far  from  being  contradictory  to, 
or  inconfiftent  with,  the  other,  was  fo  abfo- 
lutely  connected,    that,  without  it,    the  plan 
adopted  at  the  beginning  of  the  feflion  would 
be  broken,  defective,  and  unjufr. 
Cobnei  Colonel  Barre  vigoroufly  attacked  the 
Barre.        mmifter  on  the  ridiculous  fituation   in  which 
he  had  placed  himfelf,  and  from  which  he  was 
only  extricated  by  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott.     He  ex- 
pected at  firft  that  lord  North  would  have  loft 
manv  of  his  old  friends,  without  gaining  new. 
But  though  the  minifier's  new  motion  would 
caufe   no   new  divihons,   yet   it  was   founded 
on  that  wretched,  low,  lhameful,  abominable 
maxim,    which    had    fo    long    predominated, 
divide  et  impera.       This  was   to   divide   the 
Americans;  this  was  to  break  thofe  afibciations, 
to  difiblve  that  generous  union,   in  which,  as 
1              one  man,  they  flood  in  defence  of  their  rights 
and  liberties.      But  they  were  not,   nor  could 
the    miniiier  'confider   them,    fuch    gudgeons 
as   to  be    caught   with  fo  fooliili   a  bait;  he 

meant 
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jneant  only   to    propofe   fomething    fpeciOus,    chap. 
which  he  knew  the  Americans  would   refufe;    J^J 
and  thus  afford   a   pretext   for  calling-  down      1775. 
tenfold  vengeance  on  their  devoted  heads,  thus 
rendered  ten  times  more  odious.    But  this  fnare 
would  not  fucceed  ! 

Lord  North  again  rofe  to  defend  himfelf  Lord 
againft  the  charge  of  a  low,  mean,  fooliih  ° 
policy,  in  grounding  his  meafures  on  the 
maxim  divide  ct  impera.  "  Is  it  fooliih,  is 
"  it  mean,"  he  faid,  "  when  a  people,  heated 
"  and  milled  by  evil  councils,  are  running 
"  into  unlawful  combinations,  to  hold  out 
"  thofe  terms  which  will  lift  the  reafonablej 
"  from  the  unreafonable,  diftinguifh  thofe  who 
"  aels  upon  principle  from  thofe  who  wifh 
"  only  to  profit  by  the  general  confufion  and 
"  ruin?  If  proportions  that  the  confeientious 
"  and  the  prudent  will  accept,  will,  at  the 
(*  fame  time,  recover  them  from  the  influence 
"  and  fafcination  of  the  wicked ;  I  avow  the 
"  life  of  that  principle,  which  will  thus  divide 
"  the  good  from  the  bad  :  and  give  aid  and 
"  fupport  to  the  friends  of  peace  and  good 
"  government." 

Burke  called  the  proportion  a  contradiction  Burke. 
to  all  the  declarations  of  parliament,  a  fhame- 
ful  prevarication  in  minifters,  and  a  mean 
departure  from  all  their  profellions :  he  was 
willing  to  purchafe  peace  by  any  humiliation 
of  minifies  or  of  parliament;  but  the  prefent 
mcafure  was  mean  without  being  conciliatory. 
It  was  a  far  more  opprefiive  mode  of  taxation 
than  that  hitherto  ufed,  for  it  made  no  deter- 
minate demand.  The  colonies  were  to  be  held 
in  durance  by  troops  and  fleets,  until  fingly 
and  feparately  they  fhould  offer  to  contribute 
to  a  fervice  they  could  not  know,  in  a  propor- 
tion 
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tion  they  could  not  guefs,  on  a  ftandard  which 
they  were  fo  far  from  being  able  to  afcertain, 
that  parliament  had  not  ventured  to  hint  at  the 
fcope  of  their  expectations.  He  compared  this 
conduct  to  the  tyranny  of  Nebuchadr  zar,. 
who  ordered  the  affemblies  of  his  wife  men,  on 
pain  of  death,  not  only  to  interpret,  but  to  tell 
him  the  fubject  of  a  dream,  which  he  had  forgot- 
ten. Every  benefit,  natural  and  political,  muft 
be  acquired  in  the  order  of  things,  and  in  its 
proper  feafon.  Revenue  from  free  people  muft 
be  the  confequence,  and  not  the  condition  of 
peace;  if  this  order  were  inverted,  neither 
peace  nor  revenue  could  be  obtained. 

Dunning  bantered  the  minifter,  on  the 
danger  he  had  incurred  of  lofing  his  ufual  fup- 
porters;  his  efforts  to  retain  them,  and  th$ 
timely  interference  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott.  He 
admitted  the  validity  of  the  objections  taken 
by  ministerial  members,  and  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion, not  as  being  conciliatory,  but  fubtle  and 
treacherous.  It  was,  however,  adopted  by  a 
large  majority.15  On  presenting  the  report  of 
the  committee,  the  argument  was  renewed,  but 
nothing  remarkable  for  novelty  or  intereft  was 
urged  on  either  fide.  The  refolution  was 
agreed  to  without  a  diviiion. 

Lord  North's  plan  of  conciliation,  if  in- 
deed conciliation  was  poflible,    contained  no 


P  274.  to  88.  This  celebrated  debate  is  defcribed  with  charac- 
feriftic  wit,  by  Gibbon  :  "  We  go  on  with  regard  to  America,  if 
"  we  can  he  laid  to  go  on  ;  for  lad  Monday  a  conciliatory  motion 
of  allowing  the  colonies  to  tax  themfelves,  was  introduced  by  lord 
North,  in  the  mid  It  of  lives  and  fortunes,  war  and  famine;  we 
went  into  the  honfe  in  confufion,  every  moment  expecting  that  the 
Bedfords  would  fly  into  rebellion  againtf.  thofe  meafures.  Lord 
North  role  fix  times  to  appeafe  the  ttorm,  but  all  in  vain  ;  till  at 
length  Sir  Gilbert  declared  for  admin iftfation,  and  the  troops  all 
rallied  under  their  proper  Itandard."  See  Gibbon's  pofthumous 
works,  vol.  i.  p.  490. 

3  radical 
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radical  defects  of  great  importance;  it  did  not   chap. 
compromife  the  dignity  of  empire,  or  require    ^?^ 
abject  fubmiflion :  moft  of  the  arguments  againft     *77j- 
it  ui'ed  by  the  members  generally  in  oppolition, 
were  drawn  rather  from  the  imputed  character 
of  the  minifter,  than  the  nature  of  the  meafure. 
Acquiefcence  was  not,   perhaps,   ferioufly  ex- 
pected by  either  party ;  but  as  the  American 
caufe  was  highly  interefting  to  the  oppolition, 
it  was  neceilary  for  them  to  produce  a  plan  of 
conciliation,    for  the  acceptance  of  which  by 
the  Americans  they  could  pledge  their  credit, 
and  from  the  terms  of  which  they  might,  by 
companion,  infer  a  cenfure  of  lord  North's  pro- 
portion.    Accordingly,  about  a  month  after  aid  Mac, 
the  minifter 's  motion  was  carried,  Burke  pro- 
pofed  thirteen  refolutions,  as  the  bans  of  tran- 
quillity, and  the  means  of  obviating  all  future 
cairfes  of  contention. 

In  recommending  this  meafure,  Burke  made  Hlsfpe«% 
one  of  his  moft  eloquent  and  perfuafive  fpeeches. 
It  may  be  coniidered  a  model  of  fkilful  plead- 
ing; but  when  tbe  parts  of  the  oration  are  dis- 
tinctly reviewed  and  compared,  when  the  par- 
tial Statements  of  fact,  the  fallacious  deductions 
in  argument,  the  palliation  of  the  indignities 
and  injuries  fuftained  by  Great  Britain,  and 
the  exaggeration  of  the  wrongs  done  to  Ame- 
rica, are  accurately  inveitigated,  the  effect 
ceafes,  and  it  cannot  be  coniidered  as  a  foun- 
dation for  any  fyftem  of  action,  calculated  to 
promote  general  good. 

Ix  his  exordium,  Burke  reviewed  the  ftate 
of  Great  Britain,  with  regard  to  America,  and 
ftatrd  the  neceihty  he  felt,  not  unaccompanied 
with  diffidence,  of  making  fome  proposition  for 
permanent  tranquillity.  Anger  and  violence, 
daily  incrcallng,  were  hafteuing  towards  an  in- 
curable 
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chap,   curable  alienation  of  the  colonics:  his  propofi-* 

>S"ZL/   ti°n  ^as peace  :  "  Not  peace  through  the  me- 

*775«     "  'dium  of  war ;  not  peace  to  be  hunted  through 

"  the  labyrinth  of  intricate  and  endlefs  neo;o- 

tiations ;  not  peace  to  rife  out  of  univerfal 

difcord,  fomented  from  principle,  in  all  parts 

of  the  empire;  not  peace  to  depend  on  the 

"  juridical  determination  of  perplexing  quef- 

"  tions,   or  preciiion  in  marking  the  fhadowy 

"  boundaries  of  a  complex  government :  but 

"  fimple  peace;  fought  in  its  natural  courfe, 

"  and  its  ordinary  haunts  ;  peace  fought  in  the 

"  fpirit  of  peace  ;  and  laid  in  principles  purely 

"  pacific.      I  propofe  by  removing  the  ground 

"  of  the  difference,  and  by  reftoring  the  former 

"  unfit fpecting  confidence  ojthe  colonies  in  the 

"  mother-country,  to  give  permanent  fatisfac- 

"  tion  to  your  people;  and  (far  from  afcheme 

"  of  ruling  by  difcord)  to  reconcile  them  to 

"  each  other  in  the  fame  aft,  and  by  the  bond 

"  of  the  very  fame  intereft,   which  reconciles 

"  them  to  Britifh  government." 

He  attempted  to  ridicule  lord  North's  propo- 
rtion, but  took  advantage  of  the  acquiefcence 
of  the  houfe  in  it,  to  reafon,  as  an  eftabliihed 
principle,  that  the  American  complaints  were 
not  without  foundation,  that  conciliation  was 
adm'iffible  previous  to  conceffion,  and  to  infer 
that  the  propofals  ought  to  originate  from 
Great  Britain. 

He  then  viewed  the  enlarged  population  of 
America,  and  increafed  importance  of  her 
trade,  both  in  exports  and  imports ;  defcribing 
in  glowing  terms  her  augmenting  commerce,'1 

profperous 

q  In  defcanting  on  this  part  of  his  fubjecl,  Burke  a  (Turned  that  the 
African,  Weft"  Indian,  and  North  American  trade  were  fo  inter- 
woven, that  the  attempt  to  feparate  them  would  tear  to  pieces  tlic 
♦ontexture  of  the  whole  5  and  if  not  entirely  deitroy,-  would  tfel y 

much 
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profperous  agriculture,  and  enterprizing  fifli-    chap. 
eries.     Such  a  people  fliould  be  governed  by    JEJJ^, 
prudent  management;  force  was  not  only  an      1775*' 
odious,  but  a  feeble  inurnment,  for  preferring 
a  race  lb  numerous,   fo  active,  lb  growing,  fo 
fpirited,   in  a  profitable  and  fubordinate  con- 
nection. 

In  the  character  of  the  Americans,  he  Con- 
tended, the  love  of  freedom  was  the  predo- 
minating feature  ;  a  fierce  love  of  liberty,  ren- 
dered jealous,  fufpicious,  rcftive,  and  intraclable 
by  the  appearance  of  an  attempt  to  wreft  from 
them  by  force,  or  ilmffle  from  them  by  chicane, 
the  only  advantage  which,  in  their  eftimation, 
gave  value  to  life.  This  ardour  for  liberty  he 
afcribed  to  fix  caufes : 

T11  e  defccnt  of  the  Americans  from  Englifh- 
nien ; 

The  popular  governments  of  the  colo- 
nies ; 

The  religious,  fpirit  of  the  northern  pro- 
vinces ; 

The  poffcihon  of  (laves  in  the  fouthern, 
which  rendered  the  owners  far  more  proud 
and  jealous  of  their  freedom  ; 

Their  education,  which  led  fo  univerfally 
to  the  ftudy  of  law,  that  almoft  all  the  Ameri- 
cans were  lawyers,  or  fmatterers  in  law,  and 
fuccefsful  proficients  in  the  arts  of  chicane; 


much  depreciate  the  value  of  all  the  parts,  and  therefore  confidered 
the  three  denominations  one  trade.  On  this  bafis  he  entered  into  a 
companion  between  the  exports  in  1704,  and  the  exilting  period, 
(hewing  that  within  that  time,  they  had  increaied  from  569,930  1. 
to  6,074., 171  1.  and  that  the  trade  with  America  was  in  1772  within 
lefs  than  500,000!.  of  being  equal  to  what,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  England  carried  on  with  the  whole  world.  It  is  obvious 
that  fucli  commercial  ftatementt  arc  eafdy  adapted  to  the  views  or 
fyltcm  of  thefpeaker. 

And 
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chap.        And  their  diftance  from  the  feat  of  govern- 
xxv.     merit.     "  Three  thoufand  miles  of  ocean,"   he 
j775.      exclaimed,  "  lie  between  you  and  your  fub- 
"  jecls.    No  contrivance  can  prevent  the  effect 
"  of  this  diftance,   in  weakening-  government. 
"  Seas  roll,  and  months  pafs,  between  the  or^ 
"  der  and  the  execution  :  and  the  want  of  a 
"  fpeedy  explanation    of    a  fingle   point,    is 
"  enough  to    defeat    a  whole    iyftem.      You 
"  have,  indeed,    winged  minifters    of  venge- 
"  ance,  who  carry  your  bolts  in  their  pounces, 
"  to  the  remoteft  verge  of  the  fea.     But  there 
"  a  power  fteps  in,  that  limits  the  arrogance 
"  of  raging  paflions  and  furious  elements,   and 
lays,  f  So  far  /halt  thou  go,  and  no  farther. ' 
Who  are  you,  that  mould  fret,  and  rage,  and 
bite  the  chains  of  nature  ?  Nothing  worfe 
happens  to  you  than  does  to  all  nations,  who 
"  have  exteniive  empire;  and  it  happens  in  all 
the  forms  into  which  empire  can  be  thrown. 
In  large   bodies,   the  circulation   of  power 
muft    be  lefs    vigorous    at  the  extremities. 
Nature  has  faid  it.     The  Turk  cannot  go- 
"  vein  Egypt,  and   Arabia,  and  Curdiftan,  as 
he  governs  Thrace;    nor   has  he  the  fame 
dominion  in  Crimea  and  Algiers,  which  he 
has  at  Brufa  and  Smyrna:      Defpotifm  itfelf 
is  obliged  to  truck  and  huckfter.     The  Sul- 
tan gets  fuch  obedience  as  he  can.     He  go- 
verns with  a  loofe  rein,  that  he  may  govern 
at  all ;  and  the  whole  of  the  force  and  vigour 
of  his  authority  in  his  centre,  is  derived  from 
a  prudent  relaxation  in  all  its  borders.  Spain, 
in    her  provinces,    is,    perhaps  not  fo   well 
obeyed  as  you  are  in  yours.      She  complies 
too;  mefubmits;  fhe  watches  times.     This 
is  the  immutable  condition,  the  eternal  law 
of  extenfive  and  detached  empire." 

From 
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From  thefc  investigations,  lie  proceeded  to  chap. 
examine  the  means  by  which  a  new  government  JP^ 
had  been  eftablifheoNvithout  the  ordinary  arti-  J77S- 
ficial  media  of  a  pofitive  conftitution,  better 
obferved  than  the  ancient  government  in  its 
moft  fortunate  periods,  and  yet  formed  in  the 
midft  of  anarchy.  Againft.  the  daring  and 
ftubborn  fpirit  which  could  achieve  fuch  a  pro- 
digy, only  three  modes  of  proceeding  could 
be  found :  to  change  it  by  removing  the 
caufes;  to  profecute  it  as  criminal;  or,  to 
comply  with  it  as  neceflary.  Examining  dis- 
tinctly each  of  the  caufes  he  had  before  align- 
ed, the  orator  mewed  the  impracticability  of 
changing  thofe  which  were  moral,  and  remov- 
ing thole  which  were  natural.  The  fecond 
mode  was  too  vaft  for  his  ideas  of  jurifpru- 
dence ;  he  knew  not  the  method  of  drawing 
up  an  indictment  againft  a  whole  people,  and 
felt  rather  mortified  than  honoured  by  being  a 
judge  in  his  own  caufe  ;  nor  were  the  crimina- 
tions hitherto  adopted,  attended  with  a  corref- 
pondent  effect.  Maffachuffet's  Bay  was  de- 
clared in  rebellion,  but  no  individual  was 
convicted  or  even  apprehended ;  meafures  of 
coercion  were  reforted  to,  rather  refembhng 
a  qualified  hoftility  againft  an  independent 
power,  than  the  punilhment  of  rebellious  fub- 
jecls. 

Conciliation  and  conceffion  then  alone 
remained ;  the  colonies  complained  of  being 
taxed  in  a  parliament  where  they  were  not  re- 
prefented.  If  they  were  to  be  fatisfied,  it  rauft 
be  by  giving  them  the  boon  they  aiked;  not 
anotlier  of  a  kind  totally  different,  but  which 
might  be  thought  1  tetter  for  them,  lie  depre- 
cated all  difcuffion  on  the  right,  as  foreign 
from  the  queftion,  which  related  merely  to  ex- 
pediency.    Whether  the  grant  of  money  was  .t 

VOL.  ii.  R  private 
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chap,  private  power  referved  out  of  the  general  trait 
xxv-  of  government,  and  how  far  mankind  in  all 
J775'  forms  of  polity  were  entitled  to  an  exercife  of 
that  right  by  the  charter  of  nature  ?  Or  whe- 
ther, on  the  contrary,  a  right  of  taxation  was 
involved  in  the  general  principle  of  legiflation, 
and  infeparable  from  the  ordinary  fupreme 
power  ?  "  Thefe,"  he  faid,  "  are  deep  questions 
"  where  great  names  militate  againft  each 
"  other ;  where  reafon  is  perplexed ;  and  an 
"  appeal  to  authorities  only  thickens  the  con- 
"  fuiion.  For  high  and  reverend  authorities 
"  lift  up  their  heads  on  both  fides ;  and  there 
"  is  no  fure  footing  in  the  middle.  This  point 
"  is  the  great  Serbonian  bog  betwixt  Damiata 
"  and  Mount  Cafius  old,  where  armies  whole 
"  have  funk.  I  do  not  intend  to  be  over- 
"  whelmed  in  that  bog,  though  in  fuch  refpecl- 
"  able  company."  A  title  and  arms  to  fupport 
it  were  of  no  ufe,  if  reafon  tended  to  convince 
him  that  the  affertion  of  his  title  would  be  the 
lofs  of  his  fuit,  and  that  he  could  only  wound 
himfelf  with  his  own  weapons.  He  was  not 
determining  a  point  of  law,  but  reftoring  tran- 
quillity. 

He  then  proceeded  feparately  to  develop 
his  proportions,  and  to  defcant  on  each.  They 
recited  the  unreprefented  ftate  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  injuftice  of  taxing  them  by  a  Britifli 
parliament.  Diitance  prevented  their  fending 
deputies  to  England,  and  they  had  general 
affemblies  of  their  own  legally  authorized  to 
raife  taxes.  Thofe  affemblies  had  frequently 
granted  large  fubiklies  to  the  king,  which  had 
been  found  a  more  agreeable  and  beneficial 
manner  of  conducing  to  the  public  fervrce  than 
acts  of  parliament.  The  remaining  propor- 
tions were  to  repeal  the  tax  act  of  i?o'7  ;  the 
Bofton  port  act ;  the  Maflachuffet's  Bay  judi* 

cat ure 
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cature  ael; ;  and  the  a6t  for  altering  the  charter   chap. 
of  that   colony :    to   explain  and  amend   the    2^\. 
flatute  of   Henry  VIII.    for  trial   of  treafons      i775. 
committed    out  of  the  realm ;    to  render  the 
judges  appointed    by    the  general  affemblies 
irremovable,  but  by  the  king  in  counfel,  on 
a  representation  or  complaint  from  one  branch 
of  the  colonial  legiflature,  and  by  regulating 
the  courts  of  admiralty,  to  render  them  more 
commodious  to  the  fuitors. 

Ox  each  of  thefe  refolutions  he  defcanted 
with  much  ability,  quoting  hiftorical  facts, 
citing  the  precedents  of  Ireland,  Wales,  Chef- 
ter,  and  Durham,  to  mew  the  expediency  of 
giving  conftitutional  rights,  inftead  of  impofing 
'taxes,  and  inferring  from  every  mode  of  ar- 
gumentation, and  every  testimony  of  experi- 
ence, the  practical  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
his  plan. 

He  anticipated,  and  endeavoured  to  obviate 
fome  objections,  and  attempted  to  reconcile 
the  houfe  to  the  caufe  of  the  Americans,  by 
faying,  they  did  not  in  any  general  way,  or 
in  any  cool  hour,  go  much  beyond  the  de- 
mand of  immunity  in  relation  to  taxes,  and 
they  had  no  intereft  contradictory  to  the 
grandeur  and  glory  of  England.  He  called 
lord  North's  plan  a  project  of  ran  (bin  by 
auction,  and,  after  a  long  analytical  compa- 
nion, gave  his  own  a  decided  preference,  as 
deriving  a  larger  fund  from  profperous  grati- 
tude, than  could  be  obtained  by  compullive 
opprcflion.  "  What  is  the  foil  or  climate," 
he  exclaimed,  "  where  experience  has  not 
"  uniformly  proved,  that  the  voluntary  flow 
u  of  heaped  up  plenty,  burfting  from  the 
fi  weight  of  its  own  rich  luxuriance,  has  ever 
"  run  with  a  more  copious  llieam  of  revenue, 

K2  "  than 
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chap.  than  could  be  fqueezed  from  the  dry  hufka 
^  :  of  oppreffed  indigence,  by  the  {training  of 
75'      "  all  the  politic  machinery  in  the  world/' 

He  declared,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the  ut- 
ter   impofiibility    of    receiving  -a   revenue   in 
England,  transmitted  from  America,  and  ar- 
gued, from  the  example  of  Bengal,  where  the 
(urns  received  in  taxes  were  refunded'  by  loan, 
that  no  fifcal  emolument  could  be  expected 
from  a  diftant  country.     Bengal  was  peculiarly 
qualified   to    produce   and    franfmit   wealth"; 
America  had  none  of  thefe  aptitudes.     If  me 
gave  taxable  objects,    on  which  to  lay  duties 
here,  and  a  furplus  by  a  foreign  fale  of  her 
commodities,  ihe  performed   her  part  to   the 
Britifli  revenue.     With  regard  to  her  own   in- 
ternal eftablifhments,  me  might,  and  doubtlefs 
would,   contribute  in  moderation  :  in  modera- 
tion ;  for   ihe   ought  not   to  be  permitted  to 
exhault  herfelf.     "  Magnanimity  in  politics  is 
"  not  feldom  the  trueft  wifdoni ;  and  a  great 
"  empire,    and  little  minds,    go  ill  together. 
"  If  we  are  confeious  of  our   fituation,  and 
"  glow  with  zeal  to  fill  our  place  as  becomes 
"  our    ftation,    and    ourfelves,    we  ought    to 
"  elevate  our  minds  to  the  greatnefs  of  that 
"  truft    to   which   the    order   of   Providence 
"  has  called  us.     By  adverting  to  the  dignity 
"of   this  high   calling,    our  anceftors  have 
;  turned  a  favage  wiklernefs   into  a  glorious 
empire;  and  have  made  the  moit  extenfive, 
and  the  only  honourable  conquefts  ;  not'  by 
deftroying,  but  by  promoting,  the  wealth, 
the  number,    the   happinefs  of  the  human 
race.     Let  us  get  an  American  revenue,  as 
we  have  got  an  American  empire.     Englifft 
privileges  have  made  it  all  that  it  is  :  Eng- 
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tx  lim  privileges  alone  will  make  it  all  it  can   chap. 
"  be."  J^\ 

It  appears  that  thcfe  propofitions  werevigo-  J77s- 
roufly  combated,  and  along-  and  animated  eute 
debate  maintained,  in  which  the  principal 
Speakers  on  the  rhinifterial  fide  were,  Thurlow, 
Jenkinibn,  Cornwall,  and  lord  Frederick  Camp- 
bell ;  but  their  fpeeches  are  not  preferved. 
The  infidioufnefs  of  the  proportions  was  point- 
ed out,  and  the  attempt  to  introduce  a  necef- 
iity  of  yielding  every  object  of  conteft,  under 
the  notion  of  affirming  an  obvious  truth,  was 
feverely  cenfured.  The  mere  truth  of  an 
axiom  did  not  of  eourfe  prove  the  propriety 
of  making  it  the  fubjeet  of  a  refolution ;  and 
as  the  houfe  had  frequently  refolved  not  to 
fanction  the  unconftitutional  claims  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, they  could  not  admit  refolves  leading 
directly  to  them.  No  alfurance  was  offered, 
that,  if  the  propofitions  were  adopted,  the 
Americans  would  make  any  dutiful  returns; 
and  thus  the  fcheme,  purfucd  through  lb  many 
difficulties,  of  making  that  refractory  people 
contribute  their  juft  proportion  to  the  expences 
of  the  whole  empire,  would  be  rendered  abor- 
tive. It  was  further  infilled,  that  not  the 
American  ailemblies,  or  any  other  body,  ex- 
cept parliament  alone,  could,  confiftently 
with  the  bill  of  rights,  levy  money  for  the  ufe 
of  the  crown  ;  and  that  any  minifter,  who  ful- 
lered the  grant  of  a  revenue  from  the  colonics 
in  fueh  a  manner,  would  merit  impeachment. 
All  inferior  ailemblies  in  the  empire  were 
like  corporate  towns  in  England,  capable  of 
making  bye  laws  for  their  own  municipal 
government  alone,  and  nothing  further. 

The  refolutions  were  fupported  by  lord  John  Propo::. 

Cavendi/h.  Mr.  Hoi  ham,   Mr.  Tuffnell,  Saw-  ." 

'    .  .         jetted, 

u  3  bridge, 
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chap,  bridge  and  Fox;  but  the  firft  being  loft  by  a 
lv2S^/  motion  for  the  previous  queftion/  the  remain- 
i775«      der   were  fnnilarly  difpofed  of,    or  negatived 
without  a  divifion.* 
K*.  Not  difcourao-ed  bv  the   failure  of  Burke's 

Mr.  Hart-   plan,  Mr.  Hartley,  a  few  clays  afterwards,  in- 
ley'sPian.  troduced  a  new  conciliatory  project,  not  great- 
ly differing  from  that  which   lord   Chatham 
tendered  to  the  houfe  of  lords.     It  was  pre- 
faced by  a  long  and  able  fpeech,  and   con- 
cluded Avith   a  motion,  that  letters  of  requi- 
fition   mould,    by    the   king's   command,    be 
written  to  the  North  American  provinces,  to 
make  provifion  for  their  own  defence,  and  the 
anfwers  laid  before  the  houfe.     The  debate  did. 
not  produce  any  novelty  in  facl;  or  argument, 
Negatived.  anJ  the  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
fion. as  were  three  others  made  by  the  fame 
member,  for  fufpending,  during  a  limited  pe- 
riod, the  operation  of  the  three  ac~b  of  the  laft 
feffion,  relative  to  MavlachuiTet's  Bay. 
New  York      Towards  the  clofe   of  the  Seffion,  Burke 
Remon-      produced  to  the  houfe  a  reprefentation  and  re- 
ftrance.       monftrance  from  the  general  affembly  of  New 


r  270  to  78. 

s  Burke's  fpeech  was  publimed,  and  is  printed  in  vol.  ii.  of  his 
works.  The  ltatement  of  the  arguments  on  the  other  iide  is  taken 
from  a  very  confined  report  in  Debrett's  Debates,  and  from  the 
Annual  Regifter  for  1775,  p.  10S*.  Dr.  Tucker,  in  two  tracts, 
intitled,  "  A  Letter  to  Edmund  Burke,  Efq.  in  anfwer  to  his 
"  printed  fpeech,"  and  "  An  humble  Addrefs  and  earned  Ap- 
*'  peal,"  has  minutely  inveftigated,  and  often  triumphantly  refuted 
Burke's  pofnions  and  deductions.  In  point  of  ftyle,  Tucker  is 
not  to  be  compared  with  his  antagoniir,  and  he  often  attacks  him 
on  his  employment  as  agent  tor  the  colony  of  New  York;  his 
equivocations,  and  his  fadrioufnefs  in  oppofition,  which  the  Dean 
calls  mock  patriotifm,  in  a  manner  which  the  provocations  given  by 
Burke  can  hardly  juftify:  but  Dr.  Tucker  took  an  uncommoa 
view  of  political  and  commercial  fuhje&s,  which  he  treated  with 
much  good  fenfe. 

York, 
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York,  for  which  colony  he  was  agent.     It  was  chap. 
introduced  by  an  auertion,  undoubtedly  true,    ^^\ 
that  New  York  yielded  to  no  part  of  the  king's      1775- 
dominions,  in  zeal  for  the  profperity  and  unity 
of  the  empire,  and  had  ever  contributed  as  much 
as  any,  in  its  proportion,  to  the  defence  and 
wealth  of  the  whole.     He  candidly  owned  he 
did  not  expect  the  houfe  would  approve  of 
every  opinion  contained   in  the  paper ;  but  as 
its  general  language  was  decent  and  refpettful, 
he  moved,  after  recapitulating  the  heads,   for 
leave  to  bring  it  up. 

The  remonitrance  was  fimitar  to  thofe  re- 
ceived from  other  parts  of  America,  claiming 
the  fame  rights,  complaining  of  the  fame  griev- 
ances, though  avowedly  not  extended  to  the 
petitioners,  and  demanding  the  repeal  of  the 
iame  acts  of  parliament.  This  paper  afforded 
a  fufheient  proof,  that  the  arts  by  which  the 
other  colonies  had  been  inflamed  were  not 
without  fuccefs  in  New  York. 

Lord  North,  paying  a  juft  tribute  to  the  Reje&ed. 
difpofition  hitherto  manifefted  by  New  York, 
and  profeffing  a  difpofition  to  relieve  them  in 
one  of  .the  fubjeets  of  complaint,  the  Quebec 
duties,  moved  an  amendment,  by  which  the 
petition  would  not  be  received,  alleging,  that 
all  hough  parliament  had  already  relaxed  in 
very  eiiential  points,  they  could  not  hear  any 
thing  which  tended  to  call  in  queftion  the  right 
of  taxing;.  After  fome  debate,  the  amendment 
was  carried.' 

The   duke  of  Manchefter  offered  a  paper  iSthMay. 
jfomewhat  fnnilar,  from  the  fame  body,   to  the  jjjj^f 
upper  houfe,    but  declined  Hating  the  general  lords. 

t  186  to  6j, 

r  4  heads; 
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chap,  beads;  the  houfe  therefore  refufed  to  receive  it, 
xxv.  as  being-  preiented  in  a  manner  inconfiftent  with 
1775-  the  accuftomed  forms  of  parliament." 
Attempts  Attempts  were  made  in  both  houfes,  nearly 
IhJouebec  at  the  fame  time,  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  a6l 
aft.  for  eftabliihing  the  government  of  Quebec.  In 

the  upper  houfe  the  motion  was  made  by  lord 
Camden,  in  the  lower,  by  Sir  George  Savile, 
Both  took  for  their  foundation  petitions  figned 
in  November  1774,  by  a  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  perfons,  complaining  of  the  privation  of 
the  habeas  corpus,  and  the  trial  by  jury.  The 
arguments  againft  the  act  embraced  the  topics 
of  laft  ftihon,  and  the  ufual  invectives  againft 
popery;  and  the  defence  was  conducted  on  the 
principles  originally  advanced  in  fupport  of 
the  meafure,  with  additional  obfervations,  de- 

«  45  to  25.  The  earl  of  Effingham  particularly  exerted  himfelf 
in  this  debate.  He  was  bred  to  arms,  and  from  an  eager  defire  to 
become  a  practical  foldier,  ferved  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Ruffian  army, 
during  the  late  war  with  the  Porte.  The  twenty- fecond  regiment  of 
toot,  in  which  he  held  a  captain's  commiffion,  being  ordered  to  Ame- 
rica, he  vefolved,  though  not  pofftffed  of  an  ample  patrimony,  to  re- 
fgn  a  darling  profeffion,  and  all  hopes  of  advancement,  rather  than 
bear  arms  in  a  caufe  he  did  not  approve.  In  this  debate  he  expreffed 
his  fentiments  on  this  ftibjecTt  in  the  following  terms  :  "  Ever  fince 
*'  I  was  at  an  age  to  have  ambition  at  all,  my  higheft  has  been  to 
«J  ferve  my  country  in  a  military  capacity.  If  there  was  on  earth 
fl  an  event  1  dreaded,  it  was  to  fee  this  country  fo  fituated,  as  to  make 
«'  that  profeffion  incompatible  with  my  duty  as  a  citizen.  That  pe- 
"  riod  is,  in  my  opinion,  arrived;  and  I  have  thought  myfelf  bound 
**  to  relinquifh  the  hopes  I  had  formed,  by  a  reiignation,  which  ap- 
*'  peared  to  me  the  only  method  of  avoiding  the  guilt  of  enflaving 
"  my  country,  and  embruing  my  hands  in  the  blood  of  her  fons. 
*c  When  the  duties  of  a  foldier  and  a  citizen  become  inconfiftent,  I 
il  fhall  always  think  myfelf  obliged  to  fink  the  character  of  a  foldier 
"  in  that  of  the  citizen,  till  thofe  duties  fhall  again,  by  the  malice 
*'  of  our  real  enemies,  become  united.  It  is  no  fm;.ll  facrifice  which 
*'  a  man  makes  who  gives  up  ltis  profeffion  ;  but  it  is  a  much  greater, 
«'  when  a  predilection,  ftrenglhened  by  habit,  has  given  him  fo  ffrong 
«  an  attachment  to  his  profeffion  as  I  feel.  I  have,  however,  this 
**  one  confolation,  that  by  making  that  facrifice,  I  at  lea  ft  give  to 
*'  my  country  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  my  principles.'" 
The  cities  of  London  and  JJublin  voted  him  their  thanks  for  this, 
cquduct.     Hiftory  of  lord  North's  adrniniftration,  p,  202. 

rived 
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rived  from  experience.    The  motions  for  repeal   chap. 
were  negatived.*  *xv\ 

Notwithstanding  the  magnitude,  diffi-      1775. 
culty,  and  importance  of  the  proceedings   re-  J^n^°" 
fpecting  America,  feveral  other  objects  engaged  in  pariia- 
the  attention  of  parliament  in    the  courfe  of  ment# 
this  active  feffion.    Sawbridge  made  his  annual  iftFeb. 
motion  for  fhortening  the  duration   of  parlia- 
ment, and  was  fupported  in  a  long  fpeech  by 
Wilkes ;  who  alfo  moved  for  a  revifal  of  the  22d  Feb. 
proceedings  relative  to  his  eleclion  for  Middle- 
sex ;  but  both  motions  were  rejected.*     On  the  27th  Mar. 
motion  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the  poor 
laws;  and  in  confecjuence  of  a  melfage  from  12th Apr. 
his  majefty,  the  palace  in  St.  James's  park,  call- 
ed Buckingham-houfe,  was  purchafed,  and  let- 
tied  on  the  queen  in  lieu  of  Somerfet-houfe, 
which  was  afterwards  converted  to  public  ufes. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  felnon,  the  king  |6tl1  Mar- 
expreifed  his   intire  fatisfaction  at  the  conduct  t;onl°gl" 
of  parliament,  and  augured  the  moft  falutary 
effects,  from  meafures  formed  and  conducted 
on  fuch  principles. 

w  In  the  lords  88  to  28.     In  the  commons  174  to  86. 

x  "  On  Wednefday,"  fays  Gibbon,  "  we  had  the  Middlefex  elec- 
M  tion.  I  was  a  patriot ;  fat  by  the  lord-mayor,  who  fpoke  well,  and 
<■'  with  temper,  but  before  the  end  of  the  debate  fell  fait  afleepr" 
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CHAPTER   THE  TWENTY-SIXTH: 
1775. — 1776. 

State  of  Bqfton.  —  Conduct  of  New  York.— 
Meeting  of  the  provincial  congrefs  of  Maf- 
fachujftt's  Bay.  —  Proceedings  in  other  pro- 
vinces.—  Attempt  of  Gage  tofeize  cannon 
at  Salem.  —  Expedition  to  Concord.  —  Hof- 
tilities  at  Lexington.  —  Contradictory  fake- 
ments. — Blockade  of  Bojion  by  the  Ameri- 
cans. —  Exertions  of  the  provincial  congrefs. 
—  Lord  North's  conciliatory  proportions  re- 
ferred to  the  affembly    of   Penfylvania  — 
and  rejected —  the  fame  in  other  colonies.  — 
Sitting  of  the  general  congrefs. — Their  firfi 
mea fares. — Arrival    of   reinforcements. — 
Gage   proclaims    martial   law.  —  Bunkers 
hill  fortified  by  the  Americans — formed  by 
the  Englijh. — Proceedings  of  congrefs. — ■ 
Accefion  of  Georgia  to  the  confederacy.  — 
Wajhington  appointed  commander  in  chief 
— Declaration  of  congrefs.  —  State  of  their 
army.  —  Inert nefi  of  the  Britijh   army. — 
Congrefs  vote  an  addrefs  to  the  leg'iflature 
of  Jamaica. — Reject  the  conciliatory  pro- 
portions. —  Expedition  again  ft  Canada  un- 
dertaken. —  Capture    of    Ticonderoga.  — 
Crown    Point  —  Skenefborough  —  and   the 
Jloop    Enterprise.  —  Diffimulation  of   con- 
grefs.—  Their  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ca- 
nada. —  Exertions  of  general  Carleton.  — 
Canada  invaded. — Siege   of  St.  Johns. — 
Fort  Chamblcc    taken. — St.  Johns  capitu- 
lates.—  Ethan    Allen     taken    prifoner. — 
Montreal  evacuated. — Expedition  of  Ame- 
7  ricans 
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r icans  through  the  wildernefs. —  Maclean 
defends  Quebec.  —  Arnold  repulfed.  —  Judi- 
cious proceedings  of  Montgomery. — Joins 
in  bejieging  Quebec.  —  State  of  the  American 
army.  —  Ajjault  of  Quebec.  —  Death  of 
Montgomery. — -Failure  of  the  eiiterprize. 

—  Quebec  blockaded.  — Tranfactions  in  Vir- 
ginia. —  I^ord  North's  proportions  rejected. 
-—Conteft  between  lord  Dunmore  and  the 
ajfembly  —  he  retires  on  board  a  man  of  war. 

—  Carries  on  predatory  hojlilities — pro- 
claims martial-  laze  —  emancipates  the  /laves. 

—  Town  of  'Norfolk  burnt.  —  Lord  Dun- 
more  abandons  the  colony.  —  Failure  of  Con- 
nelly's project.  —  Tranfactions  in  North 
Carolina.  — The  governor  driven  away. — 
The  like  in  South  Carolina.  —  Afcendancy  of 
congrefs.  —  Gage  recalled.  — -  Americans  if- 

fue  letters  oj'maraue.  — Falmouth  deftroyed. 
-—General  view  of  events. 


N' 


otwithstaxdixg  the  contributions  raifed   chap. 
in  other  colonies,  the  people  of  Bolton  ex-    ^^}\, 
perienced  great  diftrefs :  a  populous  and  com-      »775- 
mercial  town  fuddenly  deprived   of  its  ufual  B^jo^ 
means  of  fupport  and  profperity,  was  reduced 
to  an  abject  dependence  on eleemofynary  bene- 
volence;   the  inclemency   of  the  winter    in- 
preafed  the  general  mifery ;  none  were  totally 
exempt  from  inconvenience,    and   many  were 
plunged  in  the  deepeft  calamity.    The  reftraints 
of  law  were  fufpended ;  yet  Inch  was  the  fer- 
vour of  party  enthufiafm,  that  no  violence  or 
diforder  was  committed,  except  in  the  ftruggles 
between  the  opponents  of  government  and  the 
military;  and  perhaps  even  thefe  were  greatly 
exaggerated.     But  the  iufferings  fo  generally 
experienced  could  not  fail  of  producing  a  pro- 
portionate 
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chap,   portionate  lliare  of  refentment;  and  although 

xxvi.     the  military  force  was  fufficient  to  prevent  feri- 

1775-      ous  attempts,  the  ipirit  of  animolity  and  refo- 

lute  retiftance  was  afiiduoufly  kept  alive,  and 

inflamed  by  every  fpecies  of  publication  and 

addrefs. 

The  refolutions  of  congrefs  afforded  room 
for  many  contefts ;  but  the  difperfion  of  the 
members  over  the  whole  continent,  the  zeal 
reflating  from  the  novelty  and  arduoufnefs  of 
their  fituation,  as  well  as  a  ftrong  political 
bias,  the  fhenuous  efforts  of  the  correfponding 
committees,  and  the  inflamed  ftate  of  the  pub- 
lic mind,  gave  the  opponents  of  government 
many  decided  advantages  over  its  friends.  The 
exertions  of  the  popular  faction  were  violent 
and  inceflant,  extending  in  every  direction, 
and  appealing' to  every  motive  of  reafon  and  of 
prejudice ;  thofe  of  the  government  party  were 
comparatively  feeble  and  languid,  generally 
tending  to  remedy  or  obviate  foine  diforder 
or  mifreprefentation,  and  often  not  adopted  tilt 
the  occafion  had  ceafed,  or  was  grown  unim- 
portant. 
*jd  Jan.  Tn  e  alTembly  of  New  York  rejected  the  pro- 
Ccwduapf  ceedings  of  congrefs  on  a  folemn  debate,  as  did 
New  York,  a  icw  towns3  in  other  colonies;  but  their  ex- 
ample was  not  calculated  to  produce  general 
effect ;  and  even  the  aii'embly  of  New  York, 
before  ttie  termination  of  its  fitting,  voted  an 
addrefs  complaining  of  many  grievances,  and 

a  The  inhabitants  of  Barnftaple  in  New  England,  at  a  town 
meeting  (January  4-'.h,  1775)  reje&ed  by  large  majorities  the  refo- 
lutions and  proceedings  of  congrefs  ;  at  Ridgefield  in  Connecticut, 
a  fpecial  lown  meeting  was  held,  ar.d  the  proceedings  of  congrefs 
renounced  with  only  three  diffeniient  voices.  Loyal  affeciations  were 
formed,  and  the  king's  authority  explicitly  avowed  in  feveral  towns, 
and  by  a  fmall  party  even  in  Bofton. 

requiring 
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requiring   many   remedies    petitioned  for    by    chap. 
congrefs.     On  the  other  hand,  unremitting  en-    ^™j 
dcavours  were  ufed  to  familiarize  to  the  people      I77S. 
the  idea  of  having  recourfe   to  arms,  and  to 
furnilh  them  with  means   of  making*  forcible 
refiftance.b 

The  king's  fpeeeh  on  opening  the  feffion  of  Eflfeaof 
parliament,   greatly  increafed  the  popular  dif-  theki*g> 
content.      Violent  refentments  were  expreifed   peecl* 
at  the  imputation  of  a  prevailing  difpofition  to 
difloyalty ;  it  was  refolutely  denied  by  feveral 
provincial  congreiTes,  who  declared  that  a  due 
fubmiftion  to  the  conftituiional  laws   of  their 
country   was   the   great   characterise   of  the 
American  people. 

Ix  purfuanee  of  their  refolution   at  the  laft  4th  Feb. 
adjournment,  the  provincial  congrefs  of  Maf-  ^"'"f;0* 
fachuilet's  Bay,  met  at  Cambridge.     In  an  ad-  cialcon- 
drefs  to  the  people,  they  expreifed  fears  that  Fft  . 
from  the  difpofition  of  the  Britifli  miniftry  and  fet'sBay. 
parliament,  reafonable  and  juft  applications  for 
peace,  liberty,  and  iafety,  would  not  meet  with 
a  favourable  reception ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
from   the  large    reinforcements   expected,  the 
tenor  of  intelligence,  and  general  appearances, 
their  fudden   destruction  was   particularly  in- 
tended, for  refilling,  with  the  other  American 
colonies,  tame  fubmiffion  to  the  raoft  ignomi- 
nious flaverv.     They  recommended  encourage- 
merits  to  perfons  (killed  in  manufacturing  lire 
arms  and    bayonets,  and  covenanted    to   pur- 
chafe  as  many  as  could   be  produced  within  a 
certain  time.     Thev  declared  the  higheft  detcf- 
tation  of  all  who  pieiumed  to  fupply  the  royal 

b  The  town  of  Mnrblehead  refolved,  "  That  as  the  greater  part  of 
•<  the  inhabitants   might  foon  be  called   forth  to   defend  the  chai 
'•  and  conftitution   ot  the  province,   a  confiderable  ad*  pay 

ould  be  made  to  the  militi  decreed  the  railing  of  a  fum  oi 

'.'  money  for  that  purpef  . 
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troops  with  military  or  building  (tores;  ex- 
horted the  militia  and  minute-men c  to  fpare 
neither  time,  pains,  nor  expence,  in  acquiring 
difcipline,  and  to  procure  fkiiful  inftructors  for 
companies  not  already  provided. 

Similar  meafures,  though  not  perhaps  to 
the  fame  extent,  were  adopted  in  feveral  other 
colonies.  Penfylvania  wts  the  firft,  which  in 
a  provincial  convention  approved  the  refolu- 
tions  of  the  general  congrefs;  and  adopted 
means  for  fupplying  the  province,  from  its  in- 
ternal refources,  with  the  articles  neceffary  for 
fubfifrence,  cloathing,  and  defence.  Virginia 
was  forming  military  companies  ;  Connecticut 
boafted  of  a  park  of  forty  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  ten  thouiand  foldiers ;  and  in  Maryland 
great  exertions  were  tried,  and  even  force  re- 
curred to  for  the  purpofe  of  augmenting  the 
patriotic  levies. 

GeneralGace  madefome  efforts  to  prevent 
the  fuccefs  of  fuch  proceedings  in  his  govern- 
ment, but  his  meafures  were  not  projected  with 
fufficient  judgment,  or  arranged  with  ftlfficient 
fecrefy  for  the  importance  of  the  occafion,  and 
the  fubtilty  of  his  opponents.  While  the  pub- 
lic mind  was  highly  exafperated,  and  the  rage 
againft  the  military  rcftrained  only  by  the 
dread  of  their  prowefs,  no  enterprize  mould 
have  been  undertaken  which  was  not  of  great 
importance  in  itfelf,  and  in  which  the  means 
of  fuccefs  were  not  fo  combined  as  to  render 
difappointment  impoilible.  But  Gage  was  of 
an  unfufpicious  confiding  difpofition;  flow  to 
believe  that  the  Americans  would  urge  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  laft  extremities ;  tardy  in  adopting 
meafures  of  coercion,  and  eafily  dipofed  to  fuf- 

«  So  called  from  their  engaging  to  be  ready  at  a  minute's  notice, 

pend 
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pend  compulfive  efforts.  Having  received  intel-  chap. 
ligence  that  fome  ordnance  was  depofited  at  Sa-  3^I£/ 
lem,  he  difpatched  a  field  officer  with  a  final!  1775- 
detachment  on  board  a  tranfport  to  feize  it.  2  n 
This  force  purfued  with  eagernefs  a  falfe  in- 
formation, were  arretted  in  their  courfe  by  the 
proprietor  of  a  private  road,  and  baffled  in 
their  attempt  to  pals  a  fmall  river  by  the  de- 
ftrucfion  of  the  ferry  boat,  which  was  cut 
through  with  axes  before  their  eves:  they 
were  then  obliged  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
interceffion  of  a  clergyman,  who,  to  prevent 
effufion  of  blood,  and  lave  their  honour,  ob- 
tained permiffion  for  them  to  make  a  fmall  pro- 
grefs ;  and  they  finally  returned  to  Bofton 
without  accomplifhing  their  inftructions.  In 
this  frivolous  expedition,  they  difplayed  the 
utmoft  coolnefs  and  discipline ;  but  their  dif- 
grace  in  being  foiled,  afforded  ground  for  ex- 
ultation to  the  provincials,  and  diminiilied  the 
imprefiion  made  by  the  pretence  of  an  armed 
body. 

This  failure  might  have  warned  general  Expedition 
Gage  againft  the  bad  policy  of. purfuing  expe-  l°o^on~ 
ditions  with  an  infuificient  force  up  the  coun- 
try, where  every  hour's  march  ftrengthened 
the  enemy,  and  rendered  retreat  more  dan- 
gerous and  precarious.  Such  efforts  encou- 
raged attack,  and  incurred  the  rifquc  of  defeat 
at  the  molt  critical  moment  of  the  conteft. 
Yet  his  next  attempt  was  of  a  tr  nature. 

Having  learned  that  military  and  naval  ftores, 
purchased  for  the  provincial  congrefs,  were 
depofited  at  Concord,  he  confided  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  Smith,  and  major  Pitcairne  of  the  ma- 
rine';, the  command  of  a  fecret  expedition,  eom- 
pofed  of  grenadiers  and  light  i 
or  deitroy  them. 

T; 
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chap.       There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  notwithftantl- 

xxvi.     jng  t]ie  precautions  taken,  intelligence  of  the 

i77s«     general's  intentions  had  tranfpired/  The  troops 

iSth  Ayr.  were  embarked  in  the  night  in  boats,  and  con- 
veyed up  Charles  river,  to  a  place  called 
Phipps's  farm:  they  landed  before  day,  and  in 
order  to  keep  their  march  profoundly  fecret, 
feized  all  paiiengers ;  yet  they  had  advanced 
only  a  few  miles,  when  they  perceived  by  the 
firing  of  guns  and  ringing  of  bells,  that  the 
country  was  alarmed.  Colonel  Smith  imme- 
diately detached  fix  companies  of  light  infan- 
try to  fecure  two  bridges  on  different  roads, 
leading  from  Concord,  and  on  the  other  fide 
of  that  town. 

19th.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  they  reached 

Hostilities    Lexington,  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  Bofton, 

at  Lexing-  »  ,    . "    .  .         .  ... 

ton.  near  which  they  perceived  a  military  corps  ex- 

erciling  on  a  green ;  thefe  perfons  were  peremp- 
torily iummoned  to  throw  down  their  arms  and 
difperfe;  the  former  part  of  the  injunction  was 
difregarded,  the  latter  fullenly  obeyed,  andwhile 
the  Americans  were  in  the  act  of  retreating,  fome 
pieces  were  difcharged  at  the  king's  troops  from 
behind  a  itone  wall,  and  from  adjoining  houfes: 
the  fire  was  inftantly  returned,  and  feveral  Ame- 
ricans were  killed  and  wounded. 

Stores  The   advanced  detachment  was   in   confe- 

atC'coTd     quence  of  tms  delay  joined  by  the  grenadiers; 

cord.  they  proceeded  to  Concord,  and  deftroyed  fome 
ftores;  but  the  light  infantry  ported  at  the 
bridge,  were  obliged  to  maintain  their  pofition 
by  firing  on  the  militia,  of  whom  near  four 
hundred  were  afiembled,  and  who  returned  the 
fire. 

d  See  Stedman,  vol.  i.  p.  119  ;  Almon's  Remembrancer  for  1775, 
p  81. 

When 
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When  the  detachment  began  their  retreat  chap. 
to  Bolton,  the  whole  country  was  alarmed  ;  the    ^^ 
minute-men,  volunteers,  and  militia,  allembled  Th1775- 
from  all  quarters,  and  were  polled  among  trees,  harafl3°pS 
in   houfes,    and    behind   walls,     whence   they  in  their  re- 
greatly   annoyed   the  king's  troops;    while  a  Uirn* 
itrong  body,  hourly  reinforced,  prelfed  on  their 
rear.     Spent  with  fatigue,  and  haraffed  by  an 
incelfant  and  effectual,   though  irregular  fire, 
the  lbldiers  were  driven  before  the  Americans 
to  Lexington,  where  they  were  fortunately  met 
by  a  divifion  under  lord  Percy,   conlifting  of 
fixteen  companies  of  foot,  and  fome  marines, 
who  had  marched  to  fuftain  them.     Colonel 
Smith's  detachment,  completely  exhaufted,  lay 
down  on  the  earth  to  recover  ftrength,   while 
the  troops  under  lord  Percy  formed   a  fquare, 
inclofmg  them,  and  adminiiteringrefrelhment. 
The  united   companies  proceeded   towards 
Bollon,  har ailed  by  the  Americans,   who  from 
their  places  of  ambufh  kept  up  an  inceffant  fire, 
runnins:  from  front  to  flank,  and  from  flank  to 
rear,  loading  their  pieces  at  one  place,  and  dif- 
charonmr  them  at  another,  in  a  manner  which 
rendered   it  impoffible  to  affault  them  in  re- 
turn. 

After  evading  an  infidious  attempt  to  lure 
them  to  their  doom,  by  falfe  intelligence  re- 
fpecring  a  ford,  the  detachment  reached  Bof- 
ton  about  fun-fet,  not  lefs  difpirited  by  the  in- 
cidents, than  exhaufted  by  the  fatigues  of  their 
long  and  diftreih  ng  inarch.  The  whole  force 
amounted  to  about  eighteen  hundred  men; 
fixty-five  were  killed,  a  hundred  and  eighty 
•wounded,  and  twenty-feven  milling,  of  whom 
feveral  were  lealped,  or  had  their  ears  cut  off" 
by  the  Americans,     The  provincials  loft,  ac- 

vol.  ii.  s  ceding 


25S 

CHAP. 
XXVI. 


1775. 
Obferva- 
tions  and 
view  of  the 
contradic- 
tory (tate- 
ments. 


Kffcfts  of 
the  event. 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

cording  to  their  own  accounts,  about  fifty  killed 
and  thirty-eight  wounded. 

Such  were  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  in 
which  blood  was  firit  drawn  in  battle,  between. 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  Affertions 
diametrically  contradictory  were  advanced,  re- 
fpeeling  the  origin  of  hoftility:  the  queftkm 
will  not  now  be  very  interefting,  considering 
the  important  events  which  enfued  without 
being:  influenced  bv  that  fact.  The  ftate  of  ani- 
moiity  againft  government,  and  the  open  de- 
clarations of  the  demagogues,  left  no  doubt 
that  force  would  be  ultimately  reported  to  in 
deciding  the  differences:  the  collecting  of  mi- 
litary ftores,  the  pains  taken  to  alarm  the  coun- 
try, and  the  drawing  up  of  an  armed  body  to 
oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  king's  troops,  render 
indifputable  the  hoftile  difpofitions  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  clearly  indicate  their  refolution  to 
try  their  ftrength  on  that  day ;  the  Britiih  forces, 
in  the  recent  expedition  to  Salem,  and  on  many 
other  occafions,  had  ihewn  incredible  forbear- 
ance in  fuftaining  every  fpecies  of  infult,  with- 
out having  recourfe  to  extremities;  and  the 
alfertion,  that  they  were  firft  affailed  is  fuppcrt- 
ed  by  probability;  though  many  witneifes  gave 
direct  teftimony  to  the  reverfe.6 

The  advantages  derived  from  the  expedition 
were  but  trifling,  as  great  part  of  the  ftores  had 
been  previouily  removed,  while  the  injury  ac- 
cruing to  the  caufe  of  government  was  exten- 
five  and  permanent.  The  circumftances  of  the 
day  afforded    the   enemy    an   opportunity   of 


«  See  accounts  on  both  fides,  in  the  London  Gazette,  10th  July, 
1775 — Stedman — Andrews — Ramfay — Morfe's  Amencr.i.  Geogra- 
phy— Almon's  Remembrancer  1775 — and  the  depfiotions  publiihed 
$>y  the  Americans. 
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throwing  odium  on  the  king's  troops,  and  ena-   chap. 
hied  them  to  excite  the  timid  to  refinance,  and   3Ki 
confirm  the  wavering  in  fentiments  of  decided     »77S« 
and  unlimited  oppofition.     Difcipline  and  va- 
lour had  been  battled  by  energy  and  cunning  ; 
thofe  who  were  not  engaged  in  the  conteft,  be- 
came inflamed  with  emulation ;  longed  to  thare 
the  glory  of  driving  before  them  the  Britiili 
troops;  and  talked  with  confidence  of  expelling 
them  from  Bofton.     Their  zeal  was  further  ex- 
cited by  an  untrue  report,  induftrioufly  circu- 
lated, that,  one  object  of  the  expedition  was  the 
feizure  of  John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams; 
two  difting nilned  members  of  congrefs. 

It   is  well    obferved   by   a   writer   friendly  Bofton 
to  the  Americans,  that   as  force    was  to  de-  Jf0^"1 
cide  the  contelt,   it   was  fortunate   for   them  Amen- 
that  the  firft  blood  was  drawn  in  New  England,  cans* 
where    the   inhabitants    are   fo  connected   hy 
defcent,  manners,  religion,  politics,  and  a  ge- 
neral   equality,    that    the    deftruclion    of  an 
individual   interefted  the  whole    community, 
and  excited  general  indignation.     The  militia 
from  all  parts  of  the  province  poured  in,  and 
an  army  was  foon  formed   of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  under  the   command  of  colonels  Ward, 
Pribble,  Heath,  Ppefcott,  and  Thomas,  officers 
who  had  ferved  in  provincial  regiments  in  the 
lall  war,  and  now  acted  as  generals.     The  head- 
quarters were  fixed  at  Cambridge,  and  a  large 
detachment  from   Connecticut  having  joined 
them  under  Putnam,  a  veteran,  who  had  ac- 
quired  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  two 
lait  wars,  a   line  of  encampment   was   form- 
ed of  thirty    miles  in  extent,    reaching  from 
the  river  Myftic  on  the  left,  to  Roxburgh  on 
the  right,  and  inclofing  Bofton  in  the  centre; 
while  Putnam  took  a  pofition  from  which  he 

s  i  could 
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could  extend  fuccours  to  thofe  parts  of  the 
line  ot*  encampment  which  were  neareft  to 
Bolton :  the  ftreno-th  of  the  works  from  the 
Neck  preferved  that  town  from  affault,  but 
it  was  clofely  blockaded. 

To  prevent  co-operation  in  cafe  of  an  at- 
tack, which,  however  defperate,  was  daily  ex- 
peeled,  general  Gage  entered  into  a  compact 
with  the  inhabitants,  permitting  them  to  leave 
the  town,  with  their  families  and  effects,  on 
srivins:  up  their  arms.  Many,  wiminsr  to  avail 
themfelves  of  this  agreement,  performed  their 
part  of  the  ftipulation ;  but  it  was  fpeediiy 
repreicnted,  that  the  enemies  of  government 
alone  were  difpofed  to  quit  Boflon,  by  which 
means  the  danger  of  the  well-difpofed  was 
greatly  increafed,  as  in  cafe  of  an  aflault,  their 
lives  and  properties  alone  would  be  expofed. 
In  confequenee  of  thefe  intimations,  palfports 
were  not  granted  without  delays  and  difficulties ; 
effects,  it  was  contended,  did  not  include  mer- 
chandize ;  the  wives  and  children  of  thofe 
who  abfented  themfelves  were  deemed  defira- 
ble  hoftages,  and  thus  feparations  of  families 
enfued.  Gage,  in  vindication  of  thefe  pro- 
ceedings, ill'ued  a  proclamation,  aiferting,  that 
all  the  arms  had  not  been  delivered  up ;  but 
the  inhabitants  bitterly  complained  of  the  in- 
fraction of  the  agreement/ 

The  provincial  congrefs,  which  was  now  re- 
moved to  Watertown,  ten  miles  from  Bofton, 
'  mewed  their  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the 
bcfieging  army,  by  making  provilions  for 
clothing,  and  fixing  a  liberal  pay  for  the 
officers  and  foidiers.    They  alio  eftabliflied  rules 


f  Ramfay's  Hiftory.  of  the  American  Revolution,  vol,  i,  p.  189. 
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for  governing  the  military  force,8  and  voted   ckap. 
a  large  fum,  to   be  iifued   in  paper  currency,    J^^; 
for  defraying  its  expences,  for  the  redemption      1775- 
of  which  paper  the  faith  of  the  province  was 
pledged.     They  drew  up  an  addreft  to  the  in- 
habitants  of  Great  Britain,  justifying  the  late 
conflict.;    complaining,  in  acrimonious  terms, 
of  the  conduct  of  the  regulars  ;  profefhng  great 
loyalty,  but  appealing  to  heaven  for  the  juitiee 
of  their  caufe,  and  declaring  their  refolutioii 
not  to  fubmit  to  the  perfecution  and  tyranny 
of  a   cruel  miniftry,    but  to    die  or   be  free. 
They  alfo  refolved,  that  as  general  Gage  had,  s&  May. 
by  the  late  tranfactions,    difqualilied   himfelf 
from  ferving  that  colony  as  governor,   or   in 
any  other  capacity,  no  obedience  was  due  to 
him,   but   he  was  to  be  guarded  againft  as  an 
unnatural  and  inveterate  enemy. 

While  fo  much  ardour,  zeal,   and  refolu-  ^Jjfj^f 
tion  were  difplayed  in  Mafifachuffet's  Bay,  the  vinces. 
other  provinces  were  not  backward  in  exhibit- 
ing a  confentaneous   fpirit.     The  populace  at  ajdApiii. 
New  York,  on  receiving  news  of  the  affair  at  New  York. 
Lexington,  feized  the  magazine  of  arms,  and 
unladed  two   provifion-veffels  deftined  for  the 
troops  at  Bofton;  formed  themielves  into  mili- 
tary companies,  chofe  officers,  diftributed  arms, 
called  a  provincial  congreis,   and  adopted  all 
the  violent  meafures  which  they  had  hitherto 
fo  cautiouily  avoided.     In  Philadelphia,  even  Philadek 
the  quakerstook  up  the  fword,  excepting  only  ph,a- 
the   aged    and   the  heads    of  meetings.      At  Exports. 
fome  places  the  magazines  were  feized,  and  in  pXifioni 
New  Jeffey  the  treafury  ;  and  a  general  prohi-  prohibited. 

Z  See  thefc  rules,  which,  with  their  introductory  recitals.,  are 
worthy  of  notice,  as  indicating  the  unaltered  puritanical  i'piiit  of 
the  people,  in  Ahnon's  Remembrancer,  vol.  i.  p.  120. 

S  3  bition 
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chap,   bition  was  impofed  on  the  exportation  of  pro* 
xxvi.'   vifions. 

^T7^         During  this  ferment,    lord    North's  con- 
ad  May.      ciliatory   proportions   arrived,  and   were   rirft 
toJypropo-  referred  to   the  aifcmbly  of  Penfylvania,   in- 
fnionsrc-     troduced  by  a  perfu alive  and  lenient  addrefs 
theaflcm-    ^rom  Mr.  ^>er]U^  tn€    governor,   who  folieited 
biyofPen.  temper,    ealmnefs,   and    deliberation,    in    con- 
fyivama}     fidering  the  plan  of  reconciliation  held  out  by 
the  parent  to  her  children,   defcanteel  on  the 
equity,  moderation,  and  kindnefs  of  the  terms, 
congratulated  them  on  being  the  firft  colonial 
aifembly  to  whom  the  proportions  had  been 
fubmitted,    and  endeavoured,    from    this   cir- 
cumftance,  to  incite  a  delire  of  being  inftru- 
mental  in    restoring    public  tranquillity,    and 
refcuing  both  countries  from  the  calamities  of 
civil  war. 
4_thMny.         The  houfe,    unmoved  by  thefe  confidera- 
Andiejea-  tions,    declared,    without  a  diilentient  voice, 
that  they  ihould  efteem  it  a  dillionourable  de- 
fertion,  to  adopt  a  meafure  fo  extenfive  in  its 
confequences,  without  the  advice  and  confent 
of  thofe  colonies  engaged  with  them  by  folemn 
tics,  in  an  union  founded  on  juft  motives,  and 
conducted  by  general   councils.     They  could 
form  no  profpect  of  lading  advantages  for  Pen- 
lyivania,  however  agreeable  at  the  beginning, 
but  what  muft  arife  from  a  communication  of 
rights  and  prosperity ;  and   if  fuch  a  profpect 
fhould  be  opened,  they  had  too  lincere  an  af- 
fection for  their  brethren,  and  too  itricl  a  re- 
gard for  the   inviolable  performance  of  their 
engagements,    to   receive    any   pleafure   from 
benefit  equally  due  to  other  colonies,  yet  con- 
fined to  themielves,   and  a\  Inch,   by  their  tem- 
porary generous  rejection,   might  be  fecured  to 
all.     In  conclufioiij  they  deprecated  the  cala- 
mities 


«i. 


GEORGE     III.  263 

mities  of  civil  war,   which  they  confidered  a  chap. 
dreadful  misfortune,  only  to  be  exceeded  by     XXVI- 
au  utter  fubverfion  of  the  liberties  of  America.       1775. 

Other  colonial  ailemblies  followed  the  pre-  Reiefted 
cedent   of  Peniyivania :  adding    various   rea-  "ifginothe* 
ions  which  were  probably  fuggefted    by  the  p" 
arguments  of  oppofition   in  parliament ;  fome 
regarded  the  propofitions  merely  as  a  fcheme 
for   dilTolvino-  their    union ;    fome  confidered 
them  not  fatisfaclory,   becaufe  the  amount  of 
the  contribution  was  not  left  in  their  difcretion, 
but  to  be  determined  by  the  king  in  parliament ; 
and  all  concurred  in  a  reference  to  the  general 
congrefs,  which  in  facl  amounted  to  an  utter 
rejection,   as  it  was   well   known   that  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  would  not  acknow- 
ledge that  body  to  be  legally  conftituted. 

The  earl  of  Dartmouth  had  fome  months  4th  Jan. 
before,  in  a  circular  letter  to  the  governors  of 
colonies,   commanded   them    to     prevent   the 
meeting  of  congrefs,   as  highly  difpleafing  to 
the    king;   but   notwithstanding  every  effort,  lothMay, 
they  affembled  at  Philadelphia,  and  proceeded  sitting  of 
to  frame  resolutions  for  railing*  an  army,  and  lhe  se"eral 

,  1  1*         •  congrels. 

the  emifuon  of  a  paper  currency,  the  realization  iSth  May. 
of  which  was  guaranteed  by  the  United  Colo-  Their  firft 
flies;  that  being  the  title   by  which  they  de- 
creed that  America   ihould   in   future  be  difs 
tinguiihed.     They  prohibited  the  exportation  I7thMay, 
of  provilions  to  the  Britiih  fiiheries,  or  to  any 
colony,    ifland,  or   place,    which  continued  in 
obedience  to  Great  Britain,  a  meafure  produc- 
tive of  great  temporary  diitrefs,  particularly  at 
Newfoundland.      They  alfo  refolved  that   by  8th  June, 
the  violation   of  the  charter  of  William  and 
Mary,  the  compa6t  between  the  crown  and  the 
people  of  Maifachufiet's  Bay.  was  diffolved,  and 
therefore  recommended  the  euabliihmcnt  of  a 

S  4  new 
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CHAP. 
XXVI. 


T775«. 
ad  June. 


25th  May. 
Arrival  of 
reinforce- 
ments. 


new  government,  by  eleeling  a  governor,  aiTifl- 
ants,  and  houfe  of  affembly,  according  lo  the 
powers  contained  in  the  original  charter.  They 
prohibited  the  negotiation  of  bills  of  exchange, 
drafts,  or  orders  iflued  by  officers  of  the  army 
or  navy,  agents  or  contractors,  or  the  loan  of 
money  to  fuch  perlbns,  and  the  fupplying  of 
the  army,  navy,  or  transports  with  provisions  or 
necefiaries.  They  erected  a  poll-office,  and 
foon  afterwards  placed  it  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Franklin. 

The  reinforcements  from  England  were  now 
arrived,  under  the  command  of  generals  Howe, 
Burgoyne,  and  Clinton,  men  of  undoubted 
bravery,  in  the  prime  of  life,  who  had  ferved  in 
different  parts  of  the  world  ;  than  whom  none 
were  considered  by  the  public  as  more  able  in 
their  military  capacity,  and  in  whofe  appoint- 
ment neither  parliamentary  nor  other  influence 
had  been  ufed.  Howe's  familv  and  general 
Bourgoyne  were  unfriendly  to  adminiftration. 
General  Clinton,  of  the  noble  family  of  that 
name,  had  been  aid-de-camp  to  the  hereditary 
prince  (now  duke)  of  Brunfwick,  and  highly 
efteemed  by  him,  and  had  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  during  the  {even  years  war. 

Part  of  thefe  troops  being  expected  to  land 
at  New  York,  that  city  applied  to  congrefs  for 
inftructions.  As  no  effectual  refinance  could 
be  oppofed,  they  were  advifed  to  permit  them 
to  occupy  the  barracks,  but  not  to  allow  the 
erection  of  fortifications ;  or  the  interruption 
of  communication  with  the  country,  and  in 
cafe  of  hoftilities  to  repel  force  by  force.  The 
removal  of  women  and  children,  and  fecuring 
of  arms  and  magazines,  were  alio  recommended  ; 
and  in  confequence  of  thefe  meafures,  the  once 
2  flouriihing 
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fiouriihing  city  became  almoft  deferted.      The   chap. 
newly  arrived   forces,  though  they  formed   a    vS^ 
very  fine  and  well  disciplined  army,  amounting      *77s* 
together  to  ten  thoufand  men,  did  not  imme- 
diately  undertake  any  enterprize.     Boiion  con- 
tinued  blockaded,  and  the  army  and  inhabi- 
tants reduced  to  fubiiit  on  the  military  fibres  ; 
while  onlv  a  few  fkirmifhes,  occafioned  bv  the 
attempts  of  different  parties  to  ootain  provi- 
fions,  liiewed  any  deiire  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
vernor to  miliorate  his  fituation. 

At  length,  as  a  laft  effort,  general  Gage  nth  June. 
iffued  a  proclamation  in  which  he  recited  nu-  pro?hma- 
merous  violations  of  the  laws  by  the  Americans,  tion. 
the  abufes  of  the  prefs,  the  atfault  at  Lexington, 
whichhedefcribedasacoiilumniateactoffrenzy, 
committed  by  many  thoufand  s,  who  attacked 
the  king's  troops  from  behind  walls  and  lurk- 
ing holes  ;  and  complained  of  the  blockade  of 
Bolton,  which,  he  laid,  was  made  with  the  pre- 
pofterous  parade  of  military  arrangement.  In 
this  exigency  of  complicated  calamities,  to 
fpare  the  erfufion  of  blood,  he  promifed,  in  the 
king's  name,  pardon  to  all  who  lhould  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  return  to  the  duties  of  peace- 
able fubjeets.  From  this  immunity  he  except- 
ed Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock,  as  per- 
fons,  "  whofe  offences  were  too  flagitious  to 
"  admit  of  any  other  confederation  than  that  of 
"  condign  punifhttient;"  and  declared  them, 
and  all  perfons  who  had  appeared  in  arms  and 
would  not  renounce  them,  and  all  who  ihould 
protect  or  conceal  fuch  offenders,  or  fupply  or 
communicate  with  them,  rebels  and  traitors. 
And  as  julticc  could  not  be  adminifiered  by 
the  common  law  of  the  land,  he  proceeded,  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  veiled  in  him  by  the 

royal 
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chap,  royal  charter  of  the  province,  to  proclaim  mar- 
3JIi^    tial  law,  until  the  reiteration  of  tranquillity.1 
i/7s«         Whether  this  meafure  roufed  the  provin- 
cials to  effectual  enterp.rize,  or  whether  they  . 
were  ftimulated  bv  intelligence  of  G aire's  in- 
tended  movements,  cannot  be  afcertained  ;  but 
they  now  executed  an  attempt  of  confiderable 
importance,    with    a    celerity   and   refolution 
which  afforded  prefage  of  an  arduous  conteft. 
Charleftown  is  lituated  on  a  peninfula  to  the 
north    of   Boiton,     on   the   oppohte  bank   of 
Charles    river,    which    being'    navigable,    and 
nearly  the  breadth  of  the  Thames  at  London 
Bridge,    Boiton  and    Charleftown  have    been 
compared   to   the    city  of  London    and    the 
borough  of  South  wark.     Charleftown  gives  its 
name  to  the  peninfula,  in  the  centre  of  which 
rifes  Bunker's  Hill,  with  an   eafyafcent  from 
the  ifthmus,  furricientlv  high  to  over-look  anv 
part  of  Boiton,  and  within  cannon-ihot. 

It  is  more  characieriftic    of  the    hefitative 
fit  nation    of  the  difpute,  than  of  the  difpoii- 
tion  or  judgment  of   either   party,   that  this 
important  poiition  had  been  fo  long  neglected  : 
general  Gage,   however,  yielding  to  repeated 
and  urgent  advice,  had  determined  to  occupy 
it,   when  he  was  anticipated  by  the  enemy. 
16th  June.       About  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  ftrong* 
Americans  detachment  of  Americans  moved  from  Cam- 
Bunker's     bridge,   and  p ailing  over  Charleftown  Neck, 
Hill.  reached   the   top  of  Bunker's   Iiill  in  perfect 

iilence,  and  unobierved.  With  extreme  ra- 
pidity and  caution,  they  contrived,  in  a  ihort 
fummer's  night,  and  without  alarming  the  mips 
of  war  or  tranfports  lying  around,  to  throw  up 
an    intrenchment,    reaching    from    the   river 

1    See  the    Proclamation    in   Almoifs    Remembrancer,    vol.  i. 
p.   \^(i. 
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Myftic  on  their  right,  to  a  redoubt  on  their  left,   chap. 
and  in  many  places  cannon-proof.  v222S 

At   day-break   they  Mere  obferved  by   the      177S. 
Lively  (loop  of  war ;  the   alarm  was  given,   a  17th  June, 
cannonade  begun  from  the  floop,    and   from  ^tot™ed 
Cop's  Hill  in  Bolton;  but  thefe  raw  provincials  EngiUh, 
frill  continued  their  operations,  undifmaycd  by 
a  roar  of  artillery,  which    might  have  occa- 
sioned  fome   confternation    even   among   ve- 
terans. 

About  noon  a  detachment  from  the  army 
landed  on  the  peninfula  of  Charleftown,  and 
was  afterwards  reinforced  to  upwards  of  two 
thoufand  men ;  two  lines  were,  formed,  general 
Howe  commanded  the  right,  deftined  to  attack 
the  provincial  intrenchment,  and  the  left  was  led 
on  bv  brigadier-general  Pisrot,  to  itorm  the  re- 
doubt.  The  attack  A\ras  began  by  a  (harp  can- 
nonade; the  troops  were  fuffered  to  form  without 
moleltation,  and  advanced  (lowly,  halting  at  in- 
tervals to  afford  time  for  the  effect  of  the  ar- 
tillery. The  left  wing  in  advancing  was  op- 
pofed  by  a  body  of  provincials,  poftcd  in  the 
houfes  at  Charleftown,  and  during  the  con- 
flict, the  town  was  fet  on  lire  and  denroyed. 

The  provincials  on  Bunker's  Hill,  fecure 
within  their  iutrenchments,  referved  their  fire 
till  the  troops  approached  within  a  iliort  dis- 
tance ;  they  then  opened  lb  tremendous  and 
continued  a  difcharge  of  mulketiy,  that  the 
Britifh  line  twice  recoiled,  and  was  with  diffi- 
culty  rallied.  The  oificers  were  peculiarly 
aimed  at  by  the  riflemen,  and  general  Howe 
was  for  fome  feconds  left  nearly  alone,  almoft 
all  thofe  who  were  near  his  perfon  being  killed 
or  wounded.  At  this  crifis  general  Clinton, 
from  the  oppofite  point  at  Bofton,  difcerning 
the  moment  in  which  he  could  render  effectual 
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CHAP,  amTtance,  volunteered  his  fervices,  and  having 
3?iL/    pniTed  the  water  with  a  detachment,  rallied  the 
1775-      troops,  and  by  a  happy  manoeuvre  brought  them 
back  to  the  charge.     The  Britifli  foldiers  flung 
with  ihame,  and  animated  by  the  appearance 
of  a  reinforcement,  attacked  with  fixed  bayon- 
ets, and  with  irrefiftible  impetuofity,  drove  the 
Americans  from  their  works:    they  fled  with 
precipitation,    but  as  no  purfuit  was  ordered, 
they  did  not  fufrer  much  in  their  flight.     Of 
the  Britifli  troops,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
fix  were  killed,  and  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  wounded.     The  Americans,  by  their  own 
accounts,  had  three  hundred  and  four  wounded, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-five  flain,  among  the 
moft  lamented   of  whom  was  Dr.  Warren,  a 
phyfician  and  general  in  their  army,  who  fell, 
commanding  in  the  redoubt,  and  whofe  talents 
and  virtues  they  highly  extolled. 
Bravery  of       The  bravery  and  ciifcipline  of  the  Britiih 
the  troops,  troops  fhone  on  this  occafion  with  confpicuous 
luftre;  they  performed  the  dangerous  and  ar- 
duous exploit  of  driving  before  them  an  enemy, 
amounting  to  three  times  their  number,  ftrongly 
pofted  and  covered  by  a  breaft-Avorkk,  under  a 
icorching  fun,  and  incumbered  with  three  days' 
provifion :  their  progress  was  up  an  afcent,  co- 
vered with  grafs,  reaching  to  their  knees,  and 
erfeeted  with  the  walls  and  fences  of  various 
inciofures. 
obterva-         The  conduct  of  the  attack  has  been  expofed 
tionsonthe  |Q  COnfiderable  cenfure:    the  whole  object  of 
the  expedition  might,  it  is  faid,  have  been  ac- 

k  The  Americans  afiertcd,  they  had"  only  fifteen  hundred  men 
engaged.  See  the  account  of  the  provincial  congrefs  of  Maffachuf- 
fet's  Bay.  Remembrancer,  vol.  i.  p.  284..  Ramfay's  Hifto  y  of  the 
Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  2c 3. 
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compiiihed  without  poffibility. of  lofs;  a  float-  chap, 
ing  battery  or  armed  veflels,  placed  in  the  Alyf-  JJJJ?; 
tic  river,  oppoiite  Charleftown  Neck,  would  1775- 
have  not  only  prevented  the  fending  reinforce- 
ments to  the  provincial  troops,  but  might  alio 
have  effectually  cut  olf  their  retreat,  without 
rifk  to  the  Britiih  forces.  It  is  alio  obferved, 
that  nearly  at  the  fame  place,  and  at  no  great 
diftance  from  the  fpot  where  the  Britiih  troops 
landed  in  the  front  of  the  enemy,  they  ihould 
have  difembarked  to  attack  the  rear  of  the  pro- 
vincial array,  where  there  was  no  entrench- 
ment; and  thus,  betides  avoiding  the  difficul- 
ties and  impediments  they  were  obliged  to  en- 
counter, they  would  have  rendered  the  breaft- 
work  of  the  Americans  ufelefs;  their  whole  de- 
tachment would  have  been  inclofed  in  the  pen- 
infula,  and  muft  have  fin-rendered  at  difcre- 
tion,  or  been  reduced  to  the  defperate  extremi- 
ty of  attempting  to  cut  through  the  Britiih 
line,  while  they  fuftained  the  fire  of  the  float- 
ing batteries  and  armed  veffels.  It  is  men- 
tioned  as  another  error  in  conduct,  that  the  at- 
tack was  extended  to  the  enemy's  whole  front, 
inftead  of  being  confined  to  their  left  wing, 
which  was  covered  only  by  a  breaft-work  of 
rails  and  hay,  eafily  to  be  furmounted,  and 
opening  to  a  hill  commanding  their  redoubt 
and  lines.  The  unmilitary  and  unneceifary 
load  under  which  the  troops  advanced,  ex- 
haufted  their  ftrength  and  deprelfed  their  fpirits, 
and  during  the  engagement,  a  fupply  of  ball, 
lent  from  Bofton,  was  of  dimenfions  too  large 
for  the  field-pieces;  an  inadvertency  which  ren- 
dered the  artillery  ufelefs/ 

1  SeeStedman,  vol.i.  p.  128.     It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that 
this  author  always  fhews  a  ftrong  diipolition  to  cenlurr  genera]  Howe. 
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As  the  Britiih  troops  did  not  purfuc  the 
enemy,  the  advantages  of  this  bloody  conteft 
were  confined  to  the  occupation  of  Bunker's 
Hill,  where  they  fortified  theinfelves,  and  thus 
gained  an  addition  of  fpace  for  quarters,  but 
incumbered  with  a  double  trarrifon  duty.  The 
Americans  railed  works  on  another  hill,  fortified 
them  with  ftrono-  redoubts,  and  advanced  them 
clofe  to  the  fortifications  on  Boiton  Neck. 

Meanwhile  the  congrefs  proceeded  with 
vigour  and  diligence,  and  with  a  wary  deter- 
mination to  convert  every  riling  occurrence  to 
the  utmoft  advantage,  in  forwarding  their  ul- 
timate views,  without  difclofingthem  tooamphT, 
or  alarming  thofe  who  were  not  prepared  to 
adopt  their  principles  hi  their  utmoft.  extent.  A 
few  days  after  the  meeting  of  congrefs,  Peyton 
Randolph,  their  prefident,  retired ;  his  fitua- 
tion  was  conferred  on  John  Hancock,  the  per- 
fon  who  -was  afterwards  excluded  from  pardon 
by  Gage's  proclamation ;  and  the  province  of 
Georgia  adding  itfelf  to  the  general  confede- 
racy, all  America  was  included  in  the  reprefen- 
tative  body. 

Their  greateft  care  was  to  eftablifh  a  mili- 
tary force,  and  their  unanimous  election  of  a 
commander  in  chief  fell  on  George  Wafhing- 
ton,  efq.  a  perfon  of  good  education,  refpeol- 
able  character  and  abilities,  and  ample  fortune. 
He  was  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and 
had  ferved  in  1753  and  1754,  both  in  negotia- 
tion and  in  arms."1  Since  the  peace  he  had  re- 
fided  on  his  eftate,  till  returned  as  a  delegate 
to  congrefs,  m  1774.  He  accepted  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  and  returned  thanks  in  a 
lhort  modeft  fpeech,  expreihng  difitruft  of  his 

»  See  Smollett's  continuation  of  Hume,  vol.  iii.  p.  377,  420. 
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abilities  and  military  experience,  and  claiming   chap. 
the  lenient  confideration  of  congrefs   on  his     xxvi. 

conduct.  He  declined  pecuniary  remunera-  1775< 
tion,  leaving  it  to  the  generality  of  his  country 
to  refund  his  expences.  Congrefs  immediately 
refolved,  "  that  they  would  maintain,  afiiir, 
"  and  adhere  to  him,  with  their  lives  and  for- 
u  tunes,  in  the  cauie  of  American  liberty  ;"  he 
was  iuftructed  to  deftroy  or  make  prifoners,  all 
who  mould  appear  in  arms  againft  the  good  peo- 
ple of  the  colonies,  and  in  vetted  with  a  general 
power  to  difpofe  of  the  army  as  might  be  moft 
advantageous,  in  obtaining  the  end  for  which 
it  had  been  raifed,  making  it  his  Tpecial  care, 
that  the  liberties  of  America  mould  receive  no 
detriment. 

In  his  progrefs  to  the  camp,  the  new  general  Hisrecep- 
received  homage  from  the  conereffes  and  pub-  non  m  thc 

..       ,       ,.  ,.n,  ,.  ,v>  ,  11  camp. 

he   bodies  ot  the  different  colonies,  and  was 
hailed  by  the  army  with  the  moft  lively  exulta-  3^  J^y- 
tion. 

Pursuant  to  the  form  of  laft  year's  pro- 
ceeding, the  congrefs  drew  up  various  j unifica- 
tory addreffes  and  appeals  to  the  people. 

One  was  entitled,   "  A  Declaration  of  Con-  6thjuly. 
"  grefs,  fetting  forth  the  caufes  and  neceffity  JJncl0afr3" 
11  of  taking  up  arms."      It  was  written  in  a  grefs, 
bold,    declamatory    fr/le,  accufed  the    Britifh 
government  of  an  intemperate   rage   for  un- 
limited  domination,    and   of  designating   the 
colonies  to  all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  ftatute 
plunder.     American  loyalty  and  liberality  were 
highly  vaunted  ;  and  the  alfertion  of  lord  Chat- 
ham, that  the  revenue  derived  from  them  had 
enabled  him  to  defeat  the  enemies  of  Britain, 
was  triumphantly  quoted.     They  cenfured  all 
the  acts  of  the  pre  lent  reign,  and  particularly 
the  declaratory  act,  againit  which,  while  un- 

reprefented, 
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chap,  reprefented,  they  had  no  defence.  The  pro- 
xxvi.  ceedings  of  the  late  feffion  of  parliament,  from 
S775.  the  king's  fpeech  to  the  recefs,  were  reprobated, 
not  however  without  many  compliments  to 
the  oppofition,  and  to  the  petitioning  cities 
and  towns.  The  affair  at  Lexington  was 
reprefented  in  the  moft  unfavourable  view ; 
Gage's  fubfequent  conduct  ftated  in  the  blackeft 
colours,  and  his  proclamation  cenfured  as  re- 
plete with  falfehoods  and  calumnies  againft  the 
good  people  of  America.  "  In  brief,"  they 
laid,  "  a  part  of  thefe  colonies  now  feels,  and 
"  all  are  fure  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance 
"  of  administration  can  mflicl;  them,  the  com- 
"  plicated  calamities  of  fire,  fword,  and  famine. 
"'  We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  uncon- 
"  ditional  fubmiffion  to  the  tyranny  of  irri* 
"  tated  miniiters,  or  refiftance  by  force.  The 
"  latter  is  our  choice.  We  have  counted  the 
"  coft  of  this  conteft,  and  find  nothing  fo 
"  dreadful  as  voluntary  flavery.  Our  caufe 
*'  is  jult ;  our  union  perfect ;  our  internal  re- 
"  fources  great  ;  and,  if  neceflary,  foreign 
"  affiftance  is  undoubtedly  attainable.  The 
"  arms  we  have  been  compelled  by  our  ene- 
"  mies  to  aflume,  we  will,  in  defiance  of  every 
"  hazard,  with  unabating  firmnefs  and  per- 
"  feverance,  employ  for  the  prefervation  of 
"  our  liberties,  being,  with  one  mind,  refolved 
"  to  die  freemen,  rather  than  live  flaves." 
Finally,  they  abjured  every  intention  to  dif- 
lblve  the  union  with  the  mother-country;  nor 
had  they  excited  any  other  nation  to  declare 
war  m  their  behalf.  Their  armies  were  not 
railed  with  the  ambitious  defign  of  feparating 
from  Great  Britain,  or  eftabliihing  independent 
ftates  :  they  fought  for  neither  glory  nor  con- 
queft.    The  mother-country,  on  the  contrary, 
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boafting  of  her  privileges  and  civilization,-  chap. 
proffered  no  milder  conditions  than  fervitude  J^^J; 
or  death.  "  In  our  own  native  land,  in  de-  »77s« 
fence  of  the  freedom  that  is  our  birth-right, 
and  which  was  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late 
violation  of  it;  for  the  protection  of  our 
"  property,  acquired  folely  by  the  honeit  in- 
duftry  of  our  forefathers  and  ourfelves, 
againft  violence  actually  offered,  we  have 
taken  up  arms.  We  will  lay  them  down 
when  hofiilities  fhall  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the 
affffreffors,  and  all  danger  of  their  beino-  re- 
newed  fhall  be  removed,  and  not  before." 
This  manifefto  was  read  by  Wafhington  State  of 
to  his  troops,  and  received  with  enthufiaftic  thearmy« 
acclamations.  He  found,  however,  no  mo- 
tive for  exultation,  nor  any  ground  for  hope. 
The  late  action  at  Bunker's  Hill  infpired  with 
much  greater  fpirits  thofe  who  related  and 
reafoned  on  it,  than  thofe  who  were  perfon- 
ally  engaged,  or  viewed  its  progrefs.  A 
large  number  of  troops  was  collected,  but 
they  had  none  of  the  conveniences  which  are 
neceffary  for  the  comfort  of  regular  armies. 
Inftead  of  tents,  they  had  a  fcanty  fupply  of 
fails,  which  the  fufpenfion  of  commerce  had 
rendered  ufelefs.  They  came  to  camp  in  theii 
ordinary  working  drenes,  and  had  therefore  no 
uniforms  ;  a  deficiency  which  was  afterwards 
fupplied  by  the  ufe  of  the  hunting-fliirt.  For 
want  of  commiffaries  and  quarter-mailers,  their 
fupplies  were  iniufheient  and  irregular  :  indi- 
viduals brought  provilions  to  the  camp  on 
their  own  horles ;  fome  received  necellaries 
from  committees  of  fupply,  but  without  fyftem 
or  economy  :  the  Connecticut  troops,  who 
had  proper  officers,  were  alone  tolerably  well 
provided  with  food."     Waihington  complained 

°  Ramfay'sHiftory  of  the  Revolution,  v.  i.  p.  211. 
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CHAP,  loudly  and  repeatedly  of  his  numerous  wants 
xxvi.  and  deficiencies  to  the  congrefs.  "  We  have 
4775.  "  no  (lore  of  ammunition,"  he  faid,  "  no  tools 
for  intrenching,  nor  engineers  to  direct  the 
conftruction  of  military  works  ;  we  have  no 
money,  and  want  cloathing  :  there  is  a  total 
laxity  of  discipline,  and  the  majority  not 
to  be  depended  on  in  the  event  of  another 
"  a&ion.'0 

inertnefs         That    this   event   did    not   take   place  is 
of  the  Bn-  matter  0f  confiderable  furprize,  as  the  Britifh 

i  armv.  •  i         •    i         i 

commander  was  not  unacquainted  with  the 
diitrefled  frate  of  the  adverfe  army :  he  was 
even  apprized  by  a  deferter,  that  they  had 
not  more  than  nine  rounds  of  powder  a  man; 
but  treated  trie  information  as  an  invention, 
fabricated  to  lure  him  into  ibme  imprac- 
ticable entcrurize.  The  Britilh  armv  Was  in- 
trenched  on  Bunker's  Hill,  having  three  float- 
ing batteries  in  Myftic  river,  and  a  twenty- 
gun  fhip  below  the  ferry,  between  Bofton  and 
Charleftown.  They  had  alio  a  battery  on  Cop's 
Hill,  Bofton,  and  were  itrongly  fortified  on 
ihe  Neck.  The  Americans  were  intrenched  at 
Winter  Hill,  Profpeet  Hill,  andlloxbury,  com- 
municating with  one  another  by  iinall  poits 
over  a  diftance  of  ten  miles.  Parties  were  alio 
ftationed  in  feveral  towns  along  the  fea  eoaft. 
Thus  both  armies  remained  reftrained  by  mu- 
tual fear  of  attack,  and  the  year  waited  with- 
out any  tranfa6tion  of  greater  importance 
than  the  burning  of  a  light-houfe  in  Bofton 
harbour,  the  furprize  of  a  guard  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  fome  flight  tkirmiflies  between 
detached  parties,  inftigated  by  attempts  to 
obtain  by  force  thofc  frefh  provifions  which 
in  obedience  to  congrefs  weretenacioufly  with- 
held. 

•  General  Washington's  Official  Letters,  T.  i.  p.t  to  9-et  paffim. 
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Besides  their  manifefto,  congrefs  voted  an  chap. 
addrefs  to  the  houfe  of  affembly  in  Jamaica,    ^JXL/i 
vindicating   their   late   proceedings,    and   de-      1775. 
manding  their  good  willies  as  friends  to  liberty  ^^  °0 
and  mankind.     They  illued  feveral  other  ad-  the  legifh- 
dreffes,  which  will  be  noticed   in  fubfequent  tur? ot  Ja~ 
pages :  and  finally,  taking  into  consideration 
lord    North's  conciliatory  proportions,    reca-  31ft  July. 
pitnlated  againft  them  moil  of  the  objections  Jft6^" 
made  in  parliament,  and  declared,  that  nothing  condiia- 
but  their  own  exertions  could  defeat  the  mi-  tory  p™>- 
nifterial — fentence,  of  death  or  abject  fubmif-  p°l 
fion.p 

One  of  the  earliefl  meafures  of  congrefs  was  26th  May. 
an  addrefs  to  the  people,  or  as  they  termed  E*Pe(j!Jc0" 
them,  "  the  opprefled  inhabitants  "  of  Canada.  „faa  un- 
This  province,  unrounded  by  rivers  and  lakes,  dertaken. 
and  ftretching  from  Nova  Scotia  in  an  oblong 
direction,  almoft  to  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
Penfylvania,  prefented  many  facilities  for  in- 
vafion,  and  promifed  to  be  an  important  ac- 
quisition. Before  the  affair  of  Lexington, 
fome  individuals  of  Connecticut  formed  a  pro- 
ject for  obtaining  pofieflion  of  Ticonderoga, 
iituated  at  the  north  end  of  lake  George,  and 
Crown  Point,  near  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
lake  Champlain :  thefe  forts  were  the  gates  to 
that  quarter  of  Canada.  They  procured  'a 
loan  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars  of  the  public 
money,  and  having  railed  two  hundred  and 
feventy  men  of  a  hardy  race,  known  by  the 
name  of  Green  Mountain  Boys,  proceeded  to 
Bennington,  and  placed  themfelves  under  the 
command  of  a  parti zan  named  Ethan  Allen. 
They  were  unexpectedly  joined  by  colonel 
Arnold,   who,  after  the   battle  of  Lexington, 

f  See  Almon's  Remembrancer,  1775,  v«  ••  P-  274- 
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received,  from  the  MailachufTet's  congrefs,  a 
commimon  to  raife  four  hundred  men  for  the 
capture  of  Ticonderoga.  lie  agreed  to  a6t 
under  Allen,  and  thev  immediately  proceeded 

J  V  %/  I 

to  Lake  Champlain,  which  they  croifed  with 
eighty-three  men,  furprized  captain  de  la 
Place,  commander  of  Ticonderoga,  in  bed,  and 
fummoned  him  to  furrender,  "  in  the  name  of 
"  the  great  J eho vali,  and  the  continental  con- 
"  grefs."  The  fort,  with  its  valuable  ftores,q 
was  captured  without  reliftance  :  Crown  Point, 
which,  through  neglect,  had  neither  guard  nor 
garrifon,  furrendered  :  Skenefborough,  a  valu- 
able and  profperous  iron-work  and  village,  was 
furprized  by  Allen,  and  major  Skene,  the  pro- 
prietor, with  his  fon  and  negroes,  taken  pri- 
soners, while  Arnold,  with  great  fpirit  and 
ability,  fecured  the  intire  command  of  Lake 
Champlain,  by  feizing  the  only  velYel  of  the 
royal  navy  in  thole  parts,  the  (loop  Enter- 
prize. 

The  intelligence  of  thcfe  fueeeffes  was  the 
hrft  which  greeted  the  continental  congrefs. 
They  were,  however,  appreheniive  of  appearing 
to  court  active  holtilities,  and  of  changing  the 
nature  of  the  war,  and  therefore  all  publica- 
tions in  their  intereft  treated  the  affair  as  the 
fpirited  enterprize  of  individuals,  not  fanction- 
thoiiffh  not  cenfured ;    and    congrefs   re- 
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commended  to    the  committees  of  the  cities 


3  The  flores  taken  at  Ticonderoga  were  between  112  and  120 
iron  cannon,  from  6  to  24.  pounders  ;  50  ivvivels  of  different  fizes, 
1  ten  inch  mortars,  1  howitier,  t  cohorn,  jo  tons  of  muiket  balls, 
3  cart  loads  of  flints,  30  new  carriages,  a  considerable  quantity  of 
ihells,  a  warehoule  full  of  materials  to  carry  on  boat  building, 
ico  ftind  of  l'moll  arms,  10  calks  of  very  indifferent  powder, 
a  brafs  cannons,  30  barrels  of  flour,  and  it  barrels  of  pork.  The 
prifoners  were  one  capiain,  1  gunner,  2  ferjeants,  and  44.  rank 
and  file,  befldes  women  and  childien. — Captain  de  la  Place  was 
not  brought  to  a  court  martial,  but  luffered  to  fell  out, 

and 
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mid  counties  of  New  York  and  Albany,  to   CHAi>. 
caufe  the  cannon  and  ftores  to  be  removed  from  3?ZI/ 
Ticonderoga  to  the  fouth  end  of  Lake  George,     1775- 
and  to  take  an  exact  inventory  of  them,   in 
order  that  they  might  be  fafely  returned  when 
the    reftoration    of   harmony    between   Great 
Britain   and  the   colonies,  fo  ardently  wifhed 
for  by  the  latter,  ihould  render  it  prudent  and 
confiftent  with  the  over-ruling  law  of  felf-pre- 
fervation. 

In  their  addrefs,  congrefs  fpoke  a  bolder  Ian-  »6th  May. 
guage,  declaimed  in  terms  of  pity  on  theabjea  J^8irtoa^e 
Irate  to  which  the  Canadians  were  reduced,  on  people  of 
the  arrival  of  that  day  in  which  the  fun  could  Ca"ada- 
not  fhine  on  a  tingle  freeman  in  all  their  exten- 
five  dominion.     By  the  introdu6tion  of  the  pre- 
fent  form  of  government,  or  rather  form  of  ty- 
ranny, the  Canadians  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren were  made  Haves,  fubjecl  to  be  deprived  of 
the  fruits  of  their  induftry,   to  be  tranfported 
into  foreign  countries,  to  fight  battles  in  which 
they  had  no  intereft,  to  fpill  their  blood  in  con- 
fliers  from   which  neither  honour  nor  emolu- 
ment could  be  derived;  and  to  witnefs  the  ex- 
pulfion,  baniihment,  and  ruin  of  their  priefts, 
whenever  a  futncient  temptation  was  furnimed. 
The  chief  object  of  the  addrefs,  betides  inftilling 
thefe  principles,  and  a  refolution  to  live  free  or 
not  at  all,  was  to  conciliate  the  people  to  the 
late  captures,  and  deprecate  hoftile  opposition. 

Animated  by  his  late  fucceifes,  and  urged  13th  June. 
by   his    natural  mipetuofity,    Arnold  folicited  £oPnPif  Ar- 
from  congrefs  a  reinforcement  for  the  invafion  noid. 
of  Canada,  and  promifed,  with  two  thoufand 
men,  to  reduce  the  whole  province.     He  was 
encouraged  in  thefe  hopes  by  the  feeble  ftate  of 
the  BritiJli  military  force,  which  did  not  exceed 
eight  hundred  men. 

t  3  The 
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The  deficiency  in  this  refpect,  is  afcribed  to 
the  too  fanguine  jeliance  of  the  governor,  ge- 
neral Carleton,  on  his  influence  and  the  power 
of  the  clergy  over  the  inhabitants.      In  the 
abundance  of  his  confidence,  he  allured  general 
Gage  in  the  preceding  year,  that  a  corporal's 
command  was  fufhcient  for  the  protection  of 
the  province.1     On  the  reduction  of  Ticonde- 
roga  and   Crown  Point,   he  ordered  his  fmall 
force  to  St.  John's  fort,  which  was  prudently 
ftreno-thened   with   two   redoubts.      He   tried 
without  fuccefs  the  influence  over  the  natives, 
on  which  he  had  fo  firmly  depended;  and  pro- 
claimed martial  law,  in  order  to  compel  the  in- 
habitants to  arm,  but,   although  they  declared 
themfelves  ready  to  defend  their  own  province, 
they  refufed  to  march  beyond  its  limits.*  Gage, 
however,  difpatched  brigadier-general  Prefcott, 
and  two  officers  of  inferior  rank,  with  two  mips, 
to  Montreal,  and   about  the  fame  time  colonel 
Guy  Johnfon  arrived  with  feven  hundred  war- 
riors of  the  Five  Nations :  they  propofed  the 
recapture  of  the  forts,  which  were  weakly  gaf- 
rifoned,  but  Carleton  refufed  to  fanetion  the 
attempt. 

Congress  took  advantage  of  thefe  exer- 
tions to  affert  that  Carleton  meditated  an  in- 
vafion  of  their  north- weftern  frontier;  they 
ftudioufly  inculcated  this  opinion,  asajuftifi- 
cation  of  their  conduct  in  invading  the  king's 
dominions,  and  fuch  was  their  fuccefs,  that  a 
plan  which  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  was 
deemed  violent  and  dangerous,  was  now  en- 
couraged by  general  approbation. 

Generals  Schuyler  and  Montgomery,  at 
the  head   of  three  thoufand   men,  proceeded 


7  Stedman,  vol.  i.  p.  13a.  *  Ramfay,  vol.  i.  p.  ^^Z, 
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to  Lake  Champlain,  took  poffcflion  of  Hie  aux  chap. 
Noix,  and  attacked  St.  John's,  the  firft  Bvitiili    J^ib 
poft  in  Canada,  diltant  aboiit  115  miles  to  the     hJg5* 
northward  of  Ticonderoga ;  the  picquets  were  ,oth.ep  " 
driven  in,  but  the  invaders  were  repulfed,  and  Attack  on 
obliged  to  return  to  Aux  Noix.  t,j0  ns* 

The  generals  now  publithed  a  conciliatory  Addrefs  to 
addrefs  to  the  Canadians,  affirming,  that  the  thePeoPle- 
only  views  of  congrefs  were  the  reitoration  to 
them  of  thofe  rights  to  which  every  fubjeci  of 
the  Britilh  empire,  whatever  his  religious  fenti- 
ments,  is  entitled ;  and  that  in  the  execution 
of  thefe  trults  they  had  received  poiitive  orders 
to  cherifh  every  Canadian,  and  every  friend  to 
the  caufe   of  liberty,   and  facredly   to  guard 
their   property.     They  alfo  fucceeded  in   de- 
taching the  Indians  from   the  Britilh   caufe, 
which  was  eafilv  effected,  as  thefe  favae-es  were 
difTatisfied  with  the  governor's  rejection  of  their 
fervices.     General  Schuyler  was  obliged  by  ill 
health  to  retire  to  Ticonderoga,  and  Montgo-  siege  of  St. 
mery  having  taken  precautions  for  a  retreat  to  ■'0  n  s* 
Aux  Noix,  formally  befieged  St.  John's. 

From  the  lightnefs  of  their  artillery,  and  the  Chambiee 
infufrieiency    of  ammunition,    the    Americans  caPturecl« 
made  little  progrefs,  till  the  furrender  of  fort 
Chambiee,  diftant  about  five  miles.    It  was  be- 
fieged by  a  lieutenant-colonel,  at  the  head  of 
three  hundred  men,  and  furrendered  after  fif- 
teen days,  although  amply  provided  with  means  3     ov* 
of  defence,  and  no  practicable  breach  made  in 
the  walls.     This  conqueft  was  rendered  highly 
important  from  the  quantity  of  ammunition 
and   military    ftores,  which   the   commandant 
neglected  to  deftroy. 

Before  they  obtained  this  timely  fuccour,  St.  John's 
the  Americans  were  reduced  to  their  laft  round  "Pitu* 
ot  fhot,  and  mull  inevitably  have  abandoned 

T  4  Canada. 
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chap.   Canada.      They  now  prefled  the  fiege  of  St. 

i^c^b    John's  with  increafmg  vigour,  and  from  a  de- 

'775-      ficiency  in  provifions  and  ammunition,  and  the 

failure  of  an  attempt  made  by  colonel  Maclean 

to  afford  relief,   the  garrifon  was  obliged   to 

capitulate. 

25th  Sept.        An    attempt   had    been    already    made    by 

kntXf "  EthaT1  Allen'   at  thc  hcad  of  a  hundred  and 
piiioner.     fifty  men,  to  capture  Montreal,    but   he  was 
defeated   by  a  fmall   party    of    the    twenty- 
fixth    regiment,    aided    by   fome  natives,  and 
taken  prifoner.*     Montreal  was  however  unpro- 
Nov  t-eeted,   and  Carleton,  after  the  capture  of  St, 

Montreal  John's,  evacuated  the  town :  the  inhabitants 
evacuated.  appiie(j  to  Montgomery  for  terms  of  capitula- 
tion ;  he  anfwered,  they  could  not  expecl 
fuch  a  conceffion,  as  they  were  without  means 
of  defence,  but  promifed  the  free  enjoyment 
of  their  religion  and  property.  Here  the  Ame- 
ricans found  many  European  necefTaries  and 
luxuries,  which  the  regulations  of  congrefs  had 
prevented  their  obtaining  in  their  native  pro- 
vinces, and  Montgomery  employed  them  in 
the  conftruclion  of  flat  bottomed  boats  pre- 
paratory to  the  fiege  of  Quebec. 
Expcd.'tLn      The  fafety  of  that  city  was  menaced  by  a 

SiSrfs.6  moft  darinS  a™l  difficult  enterprise.  Colonel 
*jthSept.'  Arnold,  on  a  plan  of  his  own  fuggefting,  was 
difpatched  by  Wafhington,  with  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  to  penetrate  into  Canada  by  amend- 
ing the  Kennebeck,  and  defcending  by  the 
Chaundiere  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  On 
APth,  their  arrival  at  the  Kennebeck,  they  com- 
menced the  arduous  toil  of  working  up  a  river 

»  By  governor  Carleton's  order,  Allen  and  his  fellow  prifoners 
were  fent  in  irons  on  board  a  man  of  war,  2nd  conveyed  to  Eng- 
land :  he  was  however  remanded  to  America,  and  afterwards  ferved 
in  the  provincial  army  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 

incumbered 
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incumbered  with  rocks  and  fhoals,  and  againft  chap. 
an  impetuous  current :  they  were  often  com-  vJS^w 
pel  led  by  cataracts  and  other  impediments  to  ms» 
land  and  drag  their  batteaux  up  rapid  itreams 
or  over  falls.  Their  progrefs  by  land  was  not. 
more  exempt  from  difficulty  and  danger:  thick 
woods,  deep  fwamps,  and  precipitous  moun- 
tains alternately  impeded  their  march.  Some-* 
times  they  were  obliged  to  cut  their  way 
through  forefts  lb  embarravTed  that  their  pro- 
grefs did  not  exceed  four  or  five  miles  a  day ; 
their  provisions  were  reduced ;  dearth  and  fa- 
tigue introduced  ficknefs  and  defertion ;  the 
original  troop  was  diminiihed  by  one  third; 
they  devoured  their  dogs,  cartouch  boxes,  and 
every  other  article  of  leather  about  their  ac-> 
coutrements  and  cloathin«-:  when  a  hundred 
miles  from  any  habitation,  they  divided  their 
laft  ftore,  which  afforded  four  pints  of  flour  for 
each  man,  and  while  they  were  yet  thirty  miles 
diftant  from  the  probability  of  fuccour,  their 
laft  morfel  of  bread  was  eaten.     Finally  they  *d  Nov* 

furmounted  everv  dilficultv,   and    the  Cana- 

"  i 

dians  with  amazement  beheld  this  fqualid  band 

emerge  from  a  wildernefs  which  they  confider- 
ed  it  impohible  for  human  perfeverance  to  pe- 
netrate. Conciliated  by  the  behaviour  of  the 
invaders,  and  re-allured  by  a  manifefto  which 
they  published  by  Wafliington's  direction,  the 
inhabitants  treated  them  with  hofpitality,  and 
were  prepared,  if  not  to  affift  in  their  enter- 
prize,  at  leaft  to  regard  it  without  malevolence 
or  alarm." 

Colonel  Maclean,  who  ftill  remained  at  5th  Nov. 
the   confluence  of  the  rivers  Sorrel    and  St.  ^^ 


«  Stedrmn,  Andrews,  Ramfay,   Washington's  Official  Letters, 
vol.  i.  p.  52. 
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Lawrence,  ignorant  of  the  furrender  of  St. 
John's,  and  expecting  to  be  joined  by  Carleton 
from  Montreal,  was  fortunately  apprized  of 
Arnold's  arrival,  and  of  his  encampment  at 
Point  Levy,  oppolite  Quebec.  Maclean  in- 
ftantly  threw  himfelf  into  the  city,  and  by  his 
judicious  meafures  prevented  the  effect  of  that 
confternation  which  would  have  rendered  it  an 
eafy  prey,  could  the  American  chief  have  pro- 
cured immediate  means  of  paffing  the  river.w 

Uninformed  of  this  feafonable  fuccour, 
Arnold  made  an  attack  on  the  Q-ate  of  St. 
Louis,  but  was  repulfed  with  conficlerable  lofs ; 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  being  cordially 
united  in  defence  of  their  property,  and  rein- 
forced by  failors  from  the  mips,  he  became 
alarmed  for  his  own  fafety,  and  withdrew  to 
Point  aux  Trembles,  twenty  miles  from  the 
capital.  Carleton,  who  had  been  actively  em- 
ployed in  collecting  a  force  to  oppofe  Mont- 
gomery, on  learning  the  danger  of  Quebec, 
palled  in  the  difguife  of  a  fiilierman  through  the 
enemy's  craft,  and  took  vigorous  meafures  for 
confirming  and  extending  the  efforts  of  Mac- 
lean, of  which  he  exprelfed  decided  approba- 
tion :  he  armed  the  inhabitants,  and  expelled 
from  the  city  all  who  were  not  willing  to  co- 
operate in  its  defence. 

During  this  interval,  Montgomery  had 
been  actively  employed  in  turning  to  advan- 
tage the  effects  of  his  fuccefs  ;  he  was  indefa- 
tigable in  recruiting  the  ftrength  and  fpirits  of 
his  followers ;  and  acquired  confiderable  af- 
cendencv  over  the  lower  clafs  of  natives,  who 
were  eafily  feduced  to  fympathize  with  colo- 
nifts,  like  themfelves,    ftruggling  as  they  fup- 


w  Wafhington's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  39.4:. 
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pofed  for  liberty.  They  clergy  were  however  chap. 
active  and  refolute  in  oppofing  the  new  doc-  3JX!/i 
trines ;  their  influence  was  considerable,  and  1775. 
they  extended  it  by  refuting  abfolution  to  fuch 
as  abetted  the  invaders.  The  noblelTe,  diffatif- 
fied  with  the  flate  of  the  province,  and  without 
cordial  attachment  to  the  Britim  government 
or  to  its  opponents,  fupported  neither  party.* 
Montgomery  with  great  addreis  avoided  giv- 
jng  offence  even  to  the  clergy ;  he  raifed  a  regi- 
ment of  Canadians,  which  he  placed  under  the 
command  of  James  Livingfton,  a  native  of 
New  York :  his  exprefles  were  permitted  to 
pafs  in  every  direction  unmolefted,  and  indi- 
viduals were  induced  to  fubfcribe  liberally  in 
fpecie  for  the  fupport  of  his  troops. 

This  brave    and  judicious  officer,    having  id  Dec.' 
effected  a  junction  with  Arnold  at  Point  aux  J°j.ns.in 
Trembles,   they  immediately  fummoned  Que-  (w£cf 
bee,  and  on  the  rejection  of  their  overtures, 
commenced   a  bombardment  with  five  fmall 
mortars,  and  opened  a  battery  of  fix  guns,  at 
feven  hundred  yards  di fiance  from  the  walls. 

An  attack  fo  feeble,  and  of  fuch  light  metal,  state  of  the 
was  not  calculated  to  make  a  fenfible  impref-  American 
fion,  and  the  belieging  army  was  not  prepared 
for  the  delay*  and  misfortunes  of  protracted 
operations.     Succefs  appeared  improbable,  and 

x  Gibbon,  with  his  ufual  force  and  peifpicuity,  adverts  to  thefe 
circumftances  in  a  letter  to  colonel  Holroyd,  (lord  Sheffield)  dated 
14th  Nov.  1775.  He  fays,  "  We  are  not  quite  eafy  about  Canada  j 
**  and  even  if  it  fhould  be  fafe  from  an  attack,  we  cannot  flatter 
M  ourfelves  with  the  expectation  of  bringing  down  that  martial  peo- 
"  pie  on  the  back  fettlements.  The  prielts  are  ours  ;  the  gentlemen 
"  very  prudently  wait  the  event,  and  are  difpoled  to  join  the  Itronger 
'*  party  j  but  the  fame  lawlefs  fpirit,  and  impatience  of  government 
"  which  have  infected  our  colonies,  are  gone  forth  among  the  Ca- 
"  nadian  peafants,  over  whom,  fince  the  conqueft,  the  noblefle 
"  have  loft  much  of  their  ancient  influence."  Polthumous  Works, 
vol.  i.  p.  495. 
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retreat  difgraceful :  the  Britim  empire  in  Ca- 
nada was  reduced  to  the  fingle  city  of  Que- 
bec ;  the  fame  of  former  exploits  had  infpired 
exaggerated  hopes  in  America,  and  difappoint- 
ment  threatened  fatal  refults  to  the  common 
caufe.  Yet  the  difficulties  were  daily  aug- 
menting ;  difienfions  arofe  between  Arnold 
and  his  officers,  deftrucHve  of  fubordination ; 
the  provincial  corps  were  inflamed  with  a  fpirit 
of  mutual  animolity,  and  with  difficulty  in- 
duced to  pay  obedience  to  fuperior  officers 
not  belonging  to  their  own  colony ;  their  num- 
bers were  infufficient  for  proper  reliefs  in  their 
daily  toils,  and  as  the  expiration  of  their  mili- 
tary engagements  approached,  the  general  was 
apprehenfive  that  many  would  quit  the  fervice. 
The  feveritv  of  a  Canadian  winter  beo-an  alfo  to 
pe  feverely  felt ;  the  troops  had  no  effectual 
protection  againft  its  rigours;  their  cam  was 
nearly  expended ;  the  congrefs  paper  had  no 
circulation  in  Canada;  and  the  natives  besran 
to  mew  their  licklenefs,  by  a  total  difregard  of 
the  invaders, 

In  this  fituation  Montgomery  adopted  the 
daring  refolution  of  trying  the  fortune  of  an 
efcalade :  prudence  prefented  numerous  ob- 
jections to  the  entcrprize,  but  the  nature  of 
his  fituation  filenced  the  counfels  of  that  mo- 
nitor. Two  feints  were  made  at  Cape  Dia- 
mond and  St.  John's  gate,  and  two  determined 
attacks  were  feparatcly  led  by  Montgomery 
and  Arnold,  under  Cape  Diamond,  by  Drum- 
mond's  wharf  and  the  Potaih.  The  whole 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  befiegers,  be- 
trays confiderable  ramnefs  and  confufion  :  the 
fignals  of  attack  were  given  before  the  troops 
were  in  a  due  ftate  of  preparation ;  hence  the 
feints  were  detected  in  iufhcient  time  to  enable 

the 
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the  Britiih  general  to    concentrate  his  forces  chap. 
at  the  real  points  of  affault.  3JVI" 

Montgomery,  at  the  head  of  nine  hundred      1775. 
men,   advanced,   with  undaunted  intrepidity,  Monts?- 
along  a  defile,  upon  a  narrow  path,   between  led.    . 
two   fires,    Avith   a  precipice  to   the   river  on 
one  fide,  and  a  hanoins:  rock  over  head.     His 
approach  was  awaited  with  cahnnefs  and  re- 
folution,  and  when  he  was  within  fifty  yards 
of  the  point  of  attack,  a  tremendous  difcharge 
of  grape  ihot  put  an  end  to  his  hopes,  and  his 
life.     His  followers,   undifmayed,  returned  to 
the  charge,    but   convinced,   by  repeated  re- 
pulfes,  that  ultimate  fuccefs  was  unattainable, 
fought  fafety  by  retreat. 

Arnold  made  his  attack  with  feven  him-  Arnold 
dred  men  at  the  Saut  des  Matelots,  and  dif-  wounded- 
perfed  the   Canadian    guard;    he   received   a 
wound  in  the  leg,   and  was  obliged  to  retire ; 
but  his  party  was  advancing  with  profpeels  of 
fuccefs  :  they  took  the  firft  and  fecond  barriers 
after  an  obftinate  refiftance,    and  againft  the 
third  a  ladder  was  already  placed  to  convey 
them  into  the  town,  when  they  were  encoun- 
tered by  the  concentered  force  of  the  garrifon, 
which,  after  the  defeat  of  Montgomery's  divi- 
fion,  united  ag;ainft  them.     Yielding:  to  fuperior  Hlsdivi- 
force,  they  attempted  a  retreat  in  vain,  and  "doners? 
were    obliged    to    furrender    themfelves    pri- 
foners. 

The  Englifh  fuftained  but  inconfiderable  siege con- 
lofs ;  the  Americans,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  vyed2jB 
prifoners,  were  deprived  of  half  their  numbers  : 
yet  Arnold  did  not  abandon  the  province,  he 
encamped  on  the  heights  of  Abraham,  where, 
by  obftructing  the  fupplies,  he  changed  the 
fiege  to  a  blockade.  The  horrors  of  war  were, 
however,  foftened    by  mutual  acts  of  civility 

the 
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chap,    the  prifoners  were  treated  with  kindnefs,  and 
xxvi.     ^]ie  Wo'unded  received  ample  relief. 
1775-  The  name  of  Montgomery  was  mentioned 

Monfgol  W1<t"  re^Pe^  by  his  moft  determined  opponents: 
mery.  the  Americans  deplored  his  fate  with  all  the 
warmth  of  patriotic  attachment,  and  the  ani- 
mation excited  by  the  circumftances  of  his 
fall ;  and  thofe  in  England  who  participated  in 
the  fentiments  of  the  Americans,  fpoke  of  him 
in  terms  not  only  expreflive  of  their  fenfe  of 
his  merits,  but  incompatible  with  an  attach- 
ment to  the  caufe  of  their  country. y 

In  tracing  the  progrefs  of  thofe  difcon tents 
which  united  all  America  in  one  common 
caufe,  and  combined  thirteen  difcordant  and 
rival  governments  in  one  general  legiflation, 
it  is  necenary  to  defcribe  the  moft  important 
tranfactions  in  various  colonies,  till  all  dif- 
ference of  conduct  bad  ceafed. 
Tranfac-  Virginia  had  been  confpicuous  in  the 
Virginia  coul^e  oi  the  American  diiturbances,  and  its 
counfels  feemed  intireiy  influenced  by  popular 
demagogues,  among  the  moft  confpicuous  of 
whom  was  Patrick  Henry.2  Lord  Dunmore, 
the  governor,  had,  in  the  early  part  of  his  go- 
vernment, been  highly  popular,  but  was  now 
the  object  of  difguft,  from  his  efforts  to  main- 
tain the  royal  authority,  and  from  the  publica- 
tion of  his  correfpondence  with  lord  Dart- 
mouth, which  was  laid  before  parliament.     In 

y  See  Parliamentary  Regifter,  vol.  iii.  p.  402. 

General  Montgomery  was  of  a  very  refpeclable  family  in  the 
Worth  of  Ireland,  he  was  educated  at  fchool,  and  the  univerfity  in 
Dublin  ;  he  had  ierved  with  reputation  in  America  during  the  pre- 
ceding war,  and  had  attained  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  17th  regi- 
ment of  foot;  he  quitted  the  i'ervice  in  difguft,  and  married  a  lady 
of  a  confiderable  family  in  the  province  of  New  York  $  he  had. 
been  beloved  and  efteemed  through  life. 

*  See  chapter  ix, 

theft 
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thefe  difpatches,  he  had  with  greater  freedom   chap 
than  was  acceptable  to  thofe  over  whom  he  ^J^ 
prelided,  analyzed  their  views  in  impeding  the      »775- 
courfe  of  juftice,  and  examined  their  means  of 
giving    permanence  to  their  prefent  engage- 
ments.    He  imputed,  without  referve,  motives 
of  extreme  bafenefs,  and  inhdious  duplicity  of 
conduct.     Wifdom  mould  have  prevented  the 
full  communication  of  thefe  letters  to  parlia- 
ment,  but  in  fuch    communications  minifters 
are  rarely  able  to  guard,  with  fufficient  jealoufy, 
againii  indifcreet  expofures,  without  reducing 
the  information  afforded  to  a  mere  nullity.* 

a  See  lord  Dunmore't  letters  to  lord  Dartmouth,  Parliamentary 
Regifter  1774-5,  vol.  i.  p.  85.  185.  The  following  paffages  were 
peculiarly  offeniive  :  "  There  is  not  a  juftice  of  peace  in  Virginia 
"  that  ails,  except  as  a  committee-man  t  the  abolifhing  the  courts 
"  of  juftice  was  the  firft  ftep  taken,  in  which  the  men  of  fortune  and 
"  pre-eminence  joined  equally  with  the  loweft  and  meaneft.  The 
•  general  court  of  judicature  of  the  colony  is  much  in  the  fame  pre- 
"  dicament;  for  though  there  are  at  leaft  a  majority  of  his  majefty'j 
"  council,  who,  with  myfelf,  are  the  judges  of  that  court,  and  would 
"  fteadily  perform  their  duty,  yet  the  lawyers  have  abfolutely  refufed 
"  to  attend,  nor  indeed  would  the  people  allow  them  to  attend,  or 
**  evidences  to  appear.  The  true  caufe  of  fo  many  perfons  joining 
"  in  fo  opprobrious  a  meafure,  was  to  engage  their  Englifti  creditors, 
"  who  are  numerous,  to  join  in  the  clamours  of  this  country}  and 
"  not  a  few  to  avoiu  paying  the  debts  in  which  many  of  the  princi- 
"  pal  people  here  are  much  involved.  Every  ftep  which  has  been 
•*  taken  by  thefe  infatuated  people  muft  inevitably  defeat  its  own 
"  purpofe.  Their  non-importation,  non-exportation,  Sec.  cannot 
"  fail,  in  a  Ihort  time,  to  produce  a  fcarcity,  which  will  ruin  thou- 
<«  fands  of  families :  the  people,  indeed,  of  fortune  fupply  themfelves 
*'  and  their  negroes  for  two  or  three  years,  but  the  middling  and 
"  poorer  fort,  who  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  have  not  the  means  of 
««  doing  fo,  and  the  produce  of  their  lands  will  not  purchale  thofe 
*'  neceflaries  (without  which  themfelves  and  negroes  llarve)  of  the 
"  merchants  who  may  have  goods  to  difpofe  of,  becaufe  the  mer- 
•'  chants  are  pi  evented  from  turning  fuch  produce  to  any  account. 
"  As  to  manufacturing  for  themfelves,  the  people  of  Virginia  are  very 
••  far  from  being  naturally  induftrious  j  and  it  is  not  by  taking 
••  away  die  principal,  if  not  the  only  encouragement  to  induftry, 
*'  that  it  can  be  excited  ;  nor  is  it  in  times  of  anarchy  and  confufion, 
'*  that  the  foundation  of  fuch  improvements  can  be  laid.  The  lower 
'*  clafs  of  people  too  well  difcover,  that  they  have  been  duped  by  the 
'*  richer  fort,  who,  for  their  part,  elude  the  whole  effects  of  the  af- 
'*  fociation,  by  which  their  poor  neighbours  pei  ifh," 
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The  planters  aiTailed  lord  Dunmore  with  in- 
vective, and  infmuated,  that  he  had  formed  a 
confpiracy  to  murder  Mr.  Randolph,  thefpeak- 
er  ot  the  afiembly.  As  the  people  of  Virginia 
had  formed  a  convention,  elected  deputies  to 
congrefs,  and  were,  like  other  colonies,  train- 
ing a  militia  to  oppofe  the  Britim  government, 
lord  Dunmore  removed  part  of  the  powder  from 
the  magazine  at  Williamfburg,  and  placed  it  on 
board  a  fhip  of  war,  to  which  he  averred  it  be- 
longed. A  military  force  immediately  aifem- 
bled  under  Patrick  Henry,  and  a  negotiation 
was  finally  arranged,  by  which  afumof  money 
was  obtained  from  the  public  treafury,  as  a  com- 
penfation  for  the  powder.  The  violence  of  thefe 
proceedings  induced  his  lordjhip  to  remove1 
his  lady  and  family  on  board  the  Fowey  man 
of  war^  to  fortify  his  palace,  and  furround  it 
with  artillery.  He  alfo  ifi'ued  a  proclamation, 
charging  Patrick  Henry  and  his  followers  with 
rebellious  practices,  and  accufijig  them  of  a  de- 
iign  to  change  the  form  of  government;  pub- 
lic meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  public  mind  inflamed  by  invec- 
tive, accufation,  and  recrimination. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  colony  when  the 
general  afiembly  was  convened  for  the  purpofe 
of  debating  lord  North's  conciliatory  propor- 
tions. The  governor  recommended  them  to 
confideration,  in  a  temperate  and  judicious 
fpeech,  and  they  were  acceded  to  by  the  coun- 
cil. The  afiembly  returned  a  long  addrefs,  de- 
nying the  right  of  the  Britim  parliament  to  in- 
termeddle  with  the  fupport  of  civil  government 
in  the  colonies,  refuting  to  incur  a  perpetual 
tax,  adequate  to  the  expectations,  and  fubject 
to  the  difpoution  of  parliament  alone,  and 
claiming  as  a  right,  a  free  trade  to  the  whole 
9  globe. 
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globe.     They  referred  the  final  decifion  to  the  chap. 
general  congrefs,  and  committed  their  injuries    ^^j 
to  the  even-handed  juftice  of  that  Being  who     -775- 
doeth  no  wrong. 

Before  the  receipt  of  this  addrefs,  fcveral  LordDun- 
meffages  had  palled,  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  ,llore  re- 
magazine,  and  the  removal  of  military  ftores;  board  a 
and  the  public  fermentation  was  fo  exceflive,  nianof 
that  his  lordihip  thought  it  necefiary  for  his  ^'june, 
fafety  to  join  his  family  on  board  the  Fowey. 
The  immediate  motive  of  this  meafure  was  an 
intimation  of  an  intention  to  alTaffinate   him 
and  his  whole  family ;  but  this,  it  is  faid,  was  a 
mere  contrivance  of  the  popular  leaders,  to  em* 
barrafs  government  by  his  abfence. 

A  series  of  meflages  enfued,  in  which  the  AflemWy 
alfembly   allured    lord    Dunmore   of   perfonal  adJoyineJ- 
fafety  and  refpeel,   if  he  would  return  to  Wil- 
liamiburg;    a  meafure  which  he  refolutely  de- 
clined,  but  offered  to  tranfact  all  public  bufi- 
nefs  on  board  the  Fowey,  or  to  return  on  more 
if  the  legiflature  would  remove  their  fittings  to 
York,  about  twelve  miles  diftantfrom  the  ca- 
pital.  This  propofal  was  indignantly  rejected  by 
the  alfembly,  and  his  lordihip's  melfage  voted  a 
high  breach  of  privilege;  they  declared  their 
apprehenfions   of  a   dangerous   attack  on  the 
unhappy  people  of  the  colony,  and  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  prepare  for  the  preservation  of 
their  property,  and  their  incltimable  rights  and 
liberties:  they  made  general  profeihons  of  loy- 
alty to  the  king,    and  then  adjourned;  a  pro-  igthjune. 
vincial  convention  of  delegates  was  immedi-  c°nv™- 
ately  convened,  and  the  royal  government  in-  lights, 
tirely  fuperfeded. 

Whe\  the  popular  commotions  had  in  fome  Lord  Dun- 
degree  fubfided,   lord  Dunmore,   accompanied  ^"J*" 
by  fevcral  officers  of  the  Fowey,  ventured  on 

vol.  ii,  u  more, 
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ihore,  at  his  plantation  on  the  banks  of  York 
river,  about  two  miles  from  Williamiburg.  In 
a  very  ihort  time,  however,  he  received  notice, 
that  a  party  of  riflemen  were  approaching  to 
feize  his  perion ;  he  regained  his  boat  with  pre- 
cipitation, but  was  fired  at  in  his  reheat,  though 
without  fuftaining  any  injury. 

Convinced  that  moderate  meafures  would 
be  productive  of  no  beneficial  effects,  he  fenfc 
his  lady  and  family  to  England,  repaired  to  the 
town  of  Norfolk,  fituated  at  the  mouth  of 
Chefapeak  Bay,  and  collected  a  fmatl  naval 
force  for  the  purpoie  of  acting  hoftilely  againft 
Virginia.  His  refources  were  extremely  inade- 
quate to  his  enterprise;  a  predatory  war  was- 
for  fometime  carried  on;  the  colonifts  deftroy- 
ed  the  houfes  near  the  coaft,  and  drove  away 
the  cattle;  and  he  was  foiled  in  an  attempt  to 
burn  the  town  of  Hampton.  He  then  iffued  a 
proclamation,  declaring  the  law  iniufficient  for 
the  puniihment  of  traitors,  and  therefore  efta- 
bliihing  martial  law,  and  requiring  all  perfons 
capable  of  bearing  arms  to  join  the  royal  ftand- 
ard;  and  all  indented  fervants  and  llaves  be- 
longing to  rebels,  and  obeying  this  invitation, 
were  declared  free. 

In  fueh  a  colony  as  Virginia,  this  meafurc 
might  have  produeed  an  extensive  and  tre- 
mendous effect;  and  the  refult  would  have, 
been  of  the  greateft  importance  had  it  been 
retorted  to  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  dif- 
1  fce.  Six  mouths  had  elapfed  fmee  lord 
JDunmore  firfr  threatened  its  adoption  ;  thene- 
groefe  had  ceaf^d  to  believe  and  the  planters  to 
fear;  it  produced  no  furprize  ;.  the  country  was 
in  a  ftale  of  defence,  and  the  royal  authority 
fo  much  reduced  as  to  render  the  governor's 
^protection  problematical  The  fury  of  I  he  co- 
&  ionifts 
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lonifts  was  increafed  to  frenzy,  and  their  union   chap. 
cemented   by  a  meafure    which   rendered  ac-   J£?^ 
commodation  impoflible.    Lord  Dunmore  gain-     *77$« 
ed  an   acceffion   of  fome  hundred  adherents, 
white  and  black  ;   but  they  came  only  from  the 
vicinity  where  he  was  eftabliflied  ;  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  province,   tne  certainty  of  being- 
intercepted  prevented  their  attempting  to  join 
him. 

He  erected  the  royal  ftandard  at  Norfolk,  J*0)'*1 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants,  to  preferve  their  ereaedat 
flaves,  abjured  the  congrefs.     Fearful  of  an  ex-  Norfolk. 
tenfiou  of' his  influence,  the  in  (urgents  detached 
about  a  thoufand  men  from  the  weftern  fide  of 
Virginia,   who  intrenched  themfelves  oppofite  Dec* 
to  the  governor,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river 
Elizabeth,    near   a   village    called   the   Great 
Bridge,    expecting  to  oblige    the  royalifts  to 
abandon  their  poft.      Before  they   had  been 
many  days   in  this    pofition,    lord  Dunmore, 
deceived    perhaps  by  falfe    reports   contrived 
for  the  purpofe,  ordered  captain  Fordyce,  with 
a  detachment  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
to  diflodge  the  enemy.     This  project  was  pur-  9th  Dec. 
fued  with  equal  boldnefs  and  caution,  but  the  JLail^rea-! 

.    .       »  .  .',  the  Great 

provincials  were  prepared;  and,  as  he  pro-  Bridge, 
ceeded  along  a  caufeway  ikirted  by  a  thicket 
near  the  intrenchments,  Fordyce  was  at  once 
aflailed  with  a  heavy  fire  from  the  thicket  and 
the  works.  He  fell  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
brealt  work,  and  his  parly,  feeing  the  enter-  - 
prize  impracticable,  were  obliged  to  retreat, 
with  the  lofs  of  thirty  killed  and  wounded. 

The  governor  was  in  confequen.ee  of  this  Town  of 
failure  again  obliged  to  retire  on  board  Ihip,    SQimf 
attended  by  the  liberated  flaves  and  the  loyal 
inhabitants,  whofe  numbers  now  became  feri- 
ouily  injurious,  by  confirming   the  provition, 

u  2  and 
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chap,  and  crowding  the  veffels.     The  Americans  had 

xxvi.    takeil  polfelhon  of   Norfolk,  and  as  their  rifle- 

«775»      men  prevented  lord  Dunmore  from  obtaining 

I???"'  applies,  he  fet  fire  to  the  wharfs  where  they 
principally  annoyed  him,  and  the  whole  town 
of  Norfolk,  one  of  the  molt  flourifhing  on  the 
lhorcs  of  the  Chefapeak,  containing  eight 
thonfand  inhabitants,  was  burnt  to  the  ground. 

Lord  Duii-  The  efforts  of  the  enemv  were  (till  fuccefsful 

dons  the      in  impeding  lnpplics;  diitrels  daily  increaled  ; 

colony,  ficknefs  prevailed,-  particularly  among  the  ne- 
groes, and  finally  lord  Dunmore,  after  fending 
the  (laves  to  Florida,  Bermuda,  and  the  Weft 
Indies,  quitted  for  ever  the  mores  of  Virginia, 
and  joined  the  Britifh  army  under  general 
Howe. 

Piojeft  of        It  was  an  objeel  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 

Connelly.    ^  exjftence  0f  tnc  Biitifli  power  in  America. 

that  polfefiion  of  Virginia  lliould  be  retained,* 
and  every  effort  was  made  for  that  purpofe. 
One  of  the  mofr  important  was  a  project  com- 
municated by  Mr.  Connelly,  a  native  of  Pen- 
fylvania,  to  lord  Dunmore,  and  approved  by 
general  Gage,  for  attacking  Virginia  and  the 
other  fouthcrn  colonies  on  their  back  and  in- 
land parts,  where  the  people  were  known  to  be 
flrons.lv  attached  to  the  liiitifli  government. 
The  garrifons  at  Detroit,  and  fome  other  re- 
mote polts,  with  their  artillery  and  ammunition, 
were  to  have  allifted,  and  hopes  were  entertain- 
ed of  ens>a<'-ino'  the  Canadians  and  Indians  in 
He  Is  be-  the  caufe.  Connelly,  who  had  received  a  com- 
:rayed,aud  nijfiion  as  colonel  commandant,  profecuted  his 

tnc  enter*  >  * 

prize  iiuf.   fcheme  with  vigour  and  addreis,  when  he  was 
■"■d-        betrayed  by  his   confidential  afliftant,c  feized, 

*»  Wafhington's  Official  Letters,  vol,  i.  p,  62  to  64. 
r  Idem.  vol.  i.  p.  p»  45.  65.  82.  85. 

loaded 
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loaded  with  irons,    and  fent  to  Philadelphia,   chap. 
where  he  was  treated  with  extreme  feverity.   J^^ 
His  papers  and  plans  were  publiihed,  and  the      *775- 
caufe  of  congrefs  was  thus  doubly  lerved,  by 
the  fruftration  of  the  enterprize,  and  the  op- 
portunity of  making  the  people   believe   that 
Providence  interpofed  in  their  behalf. 

In  North  Carolina  Mr.  Martin  was  driven  North  Ca= 
from  the  government  by  meafures  nearly  fimi-  rolina. 
larto  thole  praCtifed  againft  lord  Dunmore  :  he 
was  accufed  of  infulting  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties, and  mitigating  the  negroes  to  infurrec- 
tion.  The  governor's  refutation  of  thefe  charges 
was  couched  in  language  fo  forcible,  that  the 
provincial   convention   mewed  their  indigna- 
tion by  ordering  it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of 
the  common  hangman.      A  difpute  afterwards  iftjune, 
arofe  relative  to  fomc  cannon,  but  the  infur-  J^J- 
gents  were  awed  by  the  vigorous  and  deter-  vernofdri- 
mined  conduct  of  the  governor.     Still  as  their  venaway. 
party  was    conftantly   augmenting,    and    the 
royal  authority  proportionately  on  the  decline, 
Martin  was   ultimately*  obliged   to   retire  on 
board  a  fhip  of  war  at  Cape  Fear. 

In   South  Carolina  iimilar  difturbances  pro-  South  Ca- 
duced  fimilar  effects;  lord  William  Campbell  rolina- 
was  compelled,  after  attempting  in  vain  to  ral- 
ly a  royalift  party,   to   feek  fecurity  on  lhip- 
board. 

The  royal  government  was  now  reduced  to  Afcenden- 
a  mere  name,  all  effective  authority  being  veil-  cy  of  con- 
ed  in  the  congrefs :  that  body,    favoured  by  gr£ 
dHumulation,    enterprize,    and    accident,    ac- 
quired a  decided  afeendency.     Every  circum- 
ftance  which  by  the  moft  drained  conftruction 
could  be  rendered  ferviceablc  to  their  caufe, 
was  oftentatioufly  advanced,  falfehood  was  of- 

v  3  tea 
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chap,   ten  employed  in  recommending  their  own  pro- 
>2fIL    ceedings,  and  vilifying  thofe  of  their  oppo- 
1775-      nents,  and  more  frequently  thofe  perverfe  mif- 
reprefen  tat  ions  which  are  more  iniquitous  than 
direct  falfehood,  as  they  enable  thofe  who  are 
bale  enough  to  ufe  them  to  triumph  while  un- 
detected, and  when  their  artifices  arc  difclofed, 
to  fhelter  themfelves  under  the  double  fenfe  of 
the  word.     The  royalifts  acted  feebly,  and,  in 
general,  with  integrity  ;  they  were  often  over- 
powered by  violence,  overawed  by  the  clamours 
of  multitudes,   or  teized  into  filence  by  repeat- 
ed efforts  of  chicane.     The  fouthern   colonies 
might  have  been  kept  in  fubjection  by  an  in- 
confiderable  military  force ;    application   was 
made  to  Gage,   from   Sir  James  Wright  go- 
vernor of  Georgia,    but  intelligence   having 
been  given  to  fome  of  the  agents  of  cougrefs, 
the  mei^enger  was  way-laid,   his  letters  taken 
from  him,   and  another   man  forwarded  with 
difpatches  of  a  contrary  tendency,    (o   nicely 
forged  as  to  deceive  tke  peifon  to  whom  they 
were  written/ 
icthoa.        Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year   Gage  was 
Gage  re-     recalled,  and  the  chief  command  devolved  on 
Nov,  Kowe.      The   Maliacliu'iefs   and  continental 

;  'icans  congreffes  granted  letters    of  marque   againft 
ct'L^ue!  Britim    veffels,   and   they   were    unexpectedly 
fuccefsful,  in  taking  many  laden  with  military 
and  naval  ftores  and   provifions;  captures  no 
lefs  beneficial  to  them  than  prejudicial  to  their 
opponents,  who  were  obliged  to  draw  ail  their 
fubfiftenceat  an  immenfe  expence  from  England. 
;«rhoa.    !"•  tne  courfe  of  predatory  hoitilities  the  town 
Falmouth    of  Falmouth,  in  the  northern  part  of  Muilachuf- 

deftroyed, 

*  P.iuflfay,  vol.  i.  P.  256, 
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fet\s,  was  cannonaded  by  a  fingle  fhip  of  fix-   chap. 
teen  jruns,  and  utterly  deitroved.     Several  fea-     ^L1*, 
port  towns  were  deferted,  but  far  from  mewing     *77s- 
a  difpofition  to  fubmit,  congreis  refolyed  to  op- 
pofe  Great  Britain  by  fea,  and  iffiied  orders  for 
building  live  veflels  of  thirty-two  guns,  five  of 
twenty-eight,  and  three  of  twenty-four. 

Ox  the  whole,  the  tranfaCtions  of  the  year  Gaw4- 
3  775  were  productive  of  the  moft  unfortunate 
refults  to  the  Britifh  caufe,  and  the  moft  ani- 
mating to  the  Americans.  Meafures  which 
were  relied  on  by  the  miniitry  as  certain  to 
operate  by  terror  and  coercion,  were  met  with 
firmnefs,  and  evaded,  or  rolled  back  with  ad- 
drefs  and  dexterity  :  conciliatory  proportions 
Avere  rejected,  and  the  Americans  displayed  a 
confummate  proficiency  in  political  intrigue, 
by  appearing  to  retain  fentiments  of  loyalty, 
while  their  conduct  evidently  indicated  a  de- 
termination to  renounce  all  fubjection  to  the 
mother-country.  They  contrived  to  advance 
with  rapid  heps  in  the  path  of  revolt,  yet  to 
make  Great  Britain  constantly  appear  the  ag- 
greflbr,  and  to  retain  the  pretence  of  a  pacific 
difpofition,  while  they  withftood  every  offer 
which  had  a  tendency  to  terminate  the  iubfift- 
ing  differences.  Their  military  operations  were 
uniformly  calculated  to  infpire  confidence  and 
animate  enterprizi  *  :n  the  expedition  into 
Canada,  though  not  in  every  part  fortunate, 
was  profecuted  with  fo  d  »  a  fpirit,  and 
fruitrated  bv  the  failure  of  fo  gallant  an  at  • 
tempt,  that  the  Americans  felt  more  pride  as 
iharers  in  the  gloi  omery,  than  mor- 

tification in  the  difappointment,  winch  only 
mewed  that  they  could  not,  without  consider- 
able exertion,   wreft  from   (anal  Britain  the 

4  chief 
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chap,  chief  eonqueft  referved  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
J£Ki    toils  and  expences  of  the  late  war.' 

*775- 

e  For  this  chapter,  befides  the  authorities  quoted  in  fupport  of 
particular  pafTages,  I  have  confulted  the  periodical  publications  ;  the 
hilrories  of  the  American  War  by  Stedman,  Andrews,  and  Ram- 
lay  j  Morle's  American  Geography  j  and  the  Remembrancer :  and 
I  have  been  aflilted  by  very  refpe&able  manufcript  obfeivations  on 
ehem. 
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CHAPTER    THE   TWENTY-SEVENTH: 
1775 — 1776. 

1 

Proceedings  in  the  city  of  London.  —  Addrefs 
to  the  king.  —  His  anfwer. —  Contejl  refpect- 
in<r  the  right  of  pre  fen  ting  petitions  to  the 
king  on  the  throne.  —  Addrefs  of  congrefs 
to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  —to  the 
people  of  Ireland.  —  Proclamation  againjl 
rebellion.- -  Petition  of  congrefs  to  the  king. 
'-'Anfwer  from  the  fecretary  of  fate. — 
Effects  of  the  anfwer. — Popularity  of  the 
mea fares  of  government. — Tra?  factions  in 
parliament  till  the  Chriftmas  recefs. — King's 
fpeech. — Oppofition  to  the  addrefs  in  both 
houfes. — Proteft.  —  Debates  on  the  employ- 
ment of  foreign  troops  in  garrifons. —  Bill 
of  indemnity — Motion  of  cenfure — both 
rejected.  —  Bill  for  affembling  the  militia. — 
Efimates. — Motion  by  the  duke  of  Grafton. 

—  Land  tax  fixed  at  four  jhillings  in  the 
pound. -—Nova  Scotia  petition.  —  Debate  on 
the  petition  of  congrefs  to  the  king,  —  Mr. 
Penn  examined  as  a  witnefs. — The  Duke 
of  Richmond's  motion.  —  Burke's  concili- 
atory bill  —  ably  oppofed  by  governor 
Pownall  —  rejected.  —  Hartley's  proportions 

—  rejected.  — Bill  for  prohibiting  commercial 
intercourfe  with  America — debated  in  the 
lords  —  puffed.  —  Recefs.  —  Changes  in  ad- 
minifi ration.  —  Lord  George  Germttine, 
fecretary  of  fate  for  America — his  cha- 
racter. —Other  changes.  —  Defpondency  of 
adminijlration. 

Under  the  mayoralty  of  Wilkes,  the  city  of  chap. 
London  feemed  largely  to  partieipate  in   ^J^; 
the  fentiments  which  produced  fuch  alarming      1775. 

commotions  JJ"*^ 
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commotions  in  America.  The  majority 
individuals  was  friendly  to  government ;  but 
an  active  and  turbulent  minority  managed  the 
proceedings  of  the  city  councils,  which,  by 
intrigue,  were  made  to  affume  a  factious  ap- 
pearance. 

la  confequence  of  the  acts  of  parliament 
relative  to  America,  the  livery  prefented  to  the 
king  an  addrefs,  rernonftrance,  and  petition, 
cenfiirrag  all  the  late  meafures,  not  merely  with 
plainnefsand  freedom,  but  with  acrimonious  ai- 
perity.  "Not  deceived,"  they  faid,  "  by  the 
;  fpecious  artifice  of  calling  defpotifm  dignity, 
they  plainly  perceived  a  real  deiign  to  eitabliila 
arbitrary  power  over  all  America;  and  con- 
sidering the  liberties  of  the  whole  inevitably 
connected  with  every  part  of  an  empire, 
founded  on  the  common  rights  of  mankind, 
they  were  alarmed  at  feeing  the  conftituti<m 
violated  in  any  part  of  the  king's  dorni- 
*  nions,"  Numerous  grievances,  they  faid,  hud 
driven  his  majefty's  faithful  fub  jeers  in  America 
to  defpair,  and  compelled  them  to  a  refinance 
juiiitled  by  the  great  principles  erf  the  con- 
futation, and  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
crown  was  transferred  from  the  popiih  and 
tyrannical  race  of  Stuarts,  to  the  illuftrious 
and  proteftant  houfe  of  Bmnfwick.  Perfuaded 
that  thefe  meafures  originated  m  the  fecret 
advice  of  men,  enemies  alike  to  his  Majefty's 
title,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people ;  that  the 
miniftry  carried  them  into  execution  by  the 
fame  fatal  corruption  which  had  enabled  them 
to  wound  the  peace,  and  violate  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country  ;  poifming  the  fountain 
of  public  iecurity,  and  rendering  that  bodv 
which  iLould  be  the  guardian  of  liberty,  a  for- 
midable inurnment  of  arbitrary  power;  th*< 

prayed 
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prayed  the  king,  as  a  firft  ftep  towards  a  redrefs   CHAP, 
of  grievances,  which  alarmed  and  affected  the   3^^ 
whole  nation,  to  difmifs  his  minifters  forever;      *775- 
fo  mould  peace  and  commerce  be  reftored,  and 
confidence  and  affection  be  the  fupporters  of 
the  throne. 

The  king's  anfwer  imported  his  aftoniih-  Hisaa- 
ment  that  any  of  his  fubjecls  mould  encourage  fwcr* 
the  rebellious  difpofition  exifting  in  America; 
relying,  however,  on  the  wifdom  of  parliament, 
the  great  council  of  the  nation,  he  would 
fteadily  purfue  the  meafures  recommended  by 
them  for  fupport  of  the  conftitutional  rights, 
and  protection  of  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain.  The  lord  mayor  was  prevented  from 
replying,  by  an  intimation  from  the  lord  in 
waiting. 

In  a  (cw  days  after  this  interview,  the  earl  Meflageto 
of  Hertford  lord   chamberlain,   in  a  letter  to  n-lyZ. 
the   lord   mayor,    iigniried    the   king's   deter- 
mination not  to   receive,  on  the  throne,  any 
addrefs,  remonftrance,  or  petition,  but  from  the 
body  corporate.      Wilkes   eagerly   feized  the  Wilkes's 
opportunity  thus  afforded  of  raifing  a  new  con-  anlwer* 
teft.     In  a  long  letter,  he   infilled  on  the  right 
of  the  city,  "  a  right  which  even  the  accurfed 
"  race  of  Stuarts  had  refpeclied,"  to  prefent  pe- 
titions to  the  king  on  the  throne,    and  hoped, 
that  a  privilege  left  uninvaded  by  every  tyrant 
of  the  Tarquin  race,  would  be  facredly  pre* 
ferved  under  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Brunf- 
wickj  whofe  family  was  chofen  to  protect  the 
liberties  of  a  free  people,   whom   the  Stuarts 
had  endeavoured  to  enflave. 

At  the  iirft  common  hall,  an  addrefs,  remon-  -4th  June. 
Jlrance,  and  petition,  in  many  refpeels  an  echo  ing8oftte 
of  the  laft,  but  rather  exceeding  it  in  violence,  common 
pas  approved;  the  miniftry  were  defcribed  as  haiif 

men 
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chap,  men  avowedly  inimical  to  the  principles  on 
svii.  which  the  king  poffeffed  the  crown;  and  the 
parliament,  as  a  body  of  whom  the  ma- 
jority were  notorioufly  bribed  to  betray  their 
conftituents  and  the  country :  the  miniftcrs 
were  therefore  to  be  difmiffed,  and  the  parlia- 
ment diiTolved.  The  correfpondence  between 
Wilkes  and  lord  Hertford  was  entered  on  the 
city  records,  and  the  iheriffs  innructed  to  in- 
quire when  the  king  would  receive,  on  the 
throne,  this  addreis,  prefented  by  the  lord 
mayor,  the  city  members,  the  court  of  alder- 


a3th  June. 
The  king 
xei'uies  to 
receive  it 
en  the 
ahrone. 


4th  ?r.d 
5th  July. 
Further 
proceed- 
ings. 


men,  iheriffs  -and   liverv.     The   kino;  having 


a 


« 


offered  to  receive  it  at  the  next  levee  ;  Plomer, 
one  of  the  Iheriffs,  declared  the  refolution  of 
the  livery  not  to  prefent  it,  unlefs  the  king 
would  receive  it  fittins:  on  the  throne.  "  lam 
ever  ready,"  his  majefty  rejoined,  "  to  receive 
addrelies  and  petitions,  but  I  am  the  judge 
"  where."  The  fubftance  of  this  conference 
was  reported  to  the  livery,  refolutions  adopted, 
and  conveyed  to  the  kino;,  afiertins:  that  his 
anfwer  was  a  direct  denial  of  tlie  right  of  the 
court  to  have  their  petitions  heard ;  that  the 
Tcmonitrance  ihould  be  printed  in  the  public 
papers,  and  the  city  members  initructed  to 
move  for  an  impeachment  of  the  evil  coun- 
fellors  Mho  planted  popery  and  arbitrary  power 
in  America,  and  were  the  advifers  of  a  meafure 
fo  dangerous  to  his  majefty's  happinefe  and  the 
rights  of  the  people,  as  that  of  refilling  to  hear 
their  petitions.  An  addrefs  fubfequently  voted 
by  the  common  council,  couched  in  moderate 
and  refpeciful  terms,  and  praying  the  king  to 
fufpend  operations  of  force  againft  Ameriea, 
obtained  a  gracious  reception,  and  a  mild, 
though  uncomplying  anfwer. 
Addrefs  of  The  American  congrefs  availed  themfelves 
congrefs  to  0f  ^hc  difpofition  in  the  city  of  London,  to 

the  people  ■  J  5 
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render  their  caufe  popular,  and  exerted  their   chap. 
endeavours  to  obtain  partisans  in  every  part  of    XXVI1- 
the  king's  dominions,  or  at  leaft  to  render  as      1775- 
many  as  poffible  indifferent  to  the  interefts  of  ^^n^ 
government.     They  circulated  along,   elabo-  8th July, 
rate,  and  irifidious  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  appealing  at  once  to  their  pride, 
juftice,    and   compallion ;    exculpating    thein- 
felves,  and  endeavouring  to  alarm  the  jealouiy 
of  Englishmen  for  their  conftitutionai  rights, 
which  would  be  no  lei's  endangered  by  fuccefs, 
than  their  profperity  would   be  impaired  by  a 
failure  in  hoftilities.     Theyjuftified  their  oppo- 
fition  to  military  force,  by  alleging  that  they 
were  wantonly  attacked;  but  though  they  re- 
pelled alTaults,  and  returned  blows,   yet  they 
lamented  the  wounds  they  were  obliged  to  in- 
flier,  nor  had  they  learned  to  rejoice  at  a  vic- 
tory over  Engl  i  dim  en.     They  denied  afpiring 
at  independency,  but  declared  they  would  only 
treat  on  fuch  terms  as  would  render  accommo- 
dation lading ;    calling  God   to   witnels  that 
they  would  part  with  their  property,  endanger 
their  lives,  and  facrifice  every  thing  but  li- 
berty, to  redeem  Great  Britain  from  ruin. 

Ax  addrefs  was  alio  made  to  the  people  of  im. 
Ireland,  deiigned,  from  iimilarity  of  Situation,  lothepes- 
to  produce  congeniality  of  fentiment.      The  \3^ 
meafures  of  the  reign  were  decried  as  indicat- 
ing that  the  genius  of  England  and  the  fpirit 
of  wifdom   had   withdrawn  from    the   Britim 
councils,  and  left  the  nation  a  prey  to  a  race  of 
minifters,    with    whom    the    ancient   En<Wiih 
honcfty  and  benevolence  difdained  to  dwell ; 
from  that  period,  jealoufy,  difcontent,  opprcf- 
fion,  and  difcord  had  raged  among  all  his  ma- 
jelly's  fubjecls,   and   filled    every  part  of  his 
dominions  with  diitreis  and  complaint.     They 

deplored 
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chap,  deplored  the  neceffity  of  renouncing  their 
/J2Sil/  commercial  connection  with  Ireland,  from 
*735«  whofe  parliament  they  had  received  no  injury, 
and  whofe  people  had  ever  heen  friendly  to  the 
rights  of  mankind ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  the 
labours  and  manufactures  of  Ireland,  like  thole 
of  the  lilk  worm,  were  of  little  moment  to  her- 
felf,  but  ferved  only  to  give  luxury  to  thofe 
who  neither  toil  nor  fpin  ;  and  ihould  the  refo- 
lutions  of  congrefs  occafion  much  diftrefs,  the 
fertile  regions  of  America  would  afford  a  fafe 
afylum  from  poverty,  and,  in  time,  from  op- 
preffion.  In  this  addrefs  reconciliation  was 
mentioned  as  defirable,  but  independence  was 
never  disclaimed  :  on  the  contrarv,  congrefs 
anticipated  the  golden  period  when  liberty, 
with  all  the  gentle  arts  of  peace  and  humanity, 
mould  eftablim  her  mild  dominion  in  the  wef- 
tern  world;  and  erect  eternal  monuments  to 
the  memory  of  thofe  virtuous  patriots  and  mar- 
tyrs, who  fought,  bled,  and  fufrered  in  her 
caufe. 
« 3d  Aug.  The  progrefs  of  hoililities,  and  the  appear- 
^?nC^LT;!,rt-  ance  of  an  intercourfe  with  the  American 
rebellion,  leaders,  induced  government  to  ifiue  a  procla- 
mation for  fiippreffing  rebellion,  and  prevent- 
irt  Sept.  ing  traitorous  correfpondence.*  At  this  junc- 
ture Richard  Penn  arrived  from  America  with 
a  petition  from  congrefs,  and,  accompanied  by 
Arthur  Lee,  a  refident  agent,  preiented  it  to  the 
king. 

a  On  the  publication  of  this  proclamation,  at  the  royal  Exchange, 
Wilkes  (hewed  his  ra&ioulhefs  by  caufing  it  to  be  read  by  one  of 
his  officeis,  accompanied  only  by  the  common  crier  j  they  were  not 
allowed  hoifes,  as  uilialon  luch  occafions,  nor  was  the  mace  per- 
mitted to  be  carried  -.  the  proclamation  was  received  with  a  general 
fails.     Anrua!  Regifter,  1775,  p.  I49- 

This 
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This  paper  was  drawn  with  great  art,  and  crap. 
comprized  many  appearances  of  a  conciliatory    J^!! 
difpofition ;    could    it    have    been    examined     i775. 
apart,  and  unconnected  with  the  transactions  in  pe»^«* 
America,  which  were  fancrioned  by  congrefs,  thekir^. 
and  their  declarations  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,    Ireland,     Canada,    and    Jamaica,    it 
might  have  afforded  hopes  of  an  amicable  ad- 
justment.     The  king  was  addreffed  in  refpect- 
ful  and  endearing  terms ;  and  his  magnanimity 
invoked  to  give  the  moft  favourable  conftruc- 
tion  to  the  expreffions  of  the  petitioners.    They 
folemnly  afiured  him  that  they  moft  ardently 
defired  a  reiteration  of  harmony  between  the 
mother-country  and  her  colonies,  and  the  efta- 
bhthmeui  of  concord  on.fo  firm  a  bails,  as  to 
perpetuate  its  bleflings,  uninterrupted  by  future 
difienfions,    to    Succeeding,  generations,    and 
tranfmithis  majefty's  name  to  poilerity,  adorn- 
ed with  the  fiffiial  and  lafting  glorv  attending- 
the   memory   of  thofe.   illuttrious   perfonages, 
whole   virtues    and  abilities   have   extricated 
ftates  from  dangerous  convulfions,  and   by  fe- 
curing  happinefs  to  others,   erected  the  moft 
noble   and   durable  monuments  to  their  own 
fame.     They  therefore  befought  his  majefty  to 
ufe  his  influence  and  authority  in   procuring 
them  relief  from  their  afflicting  jealoufies  and 
fears,  and  to  fettle  peace  through  every  part  of 
his  dominions;  with  all   humility  fubmittin«; 
to  his  majefty'l  confideration,  the  expediency 
of  directing  fome   mode  by  which  the  united 
applications   of  his   faithful   colonifts   to   the 
tin  one,  in  purfuancc  of  their  common  counfels, 
jriight  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent 
reconciliation  ;b    and    that  in  the  mean  time 

meafurcs 

b  The  explanation  of  this  claufc  is  given  by  Ramfay ;  Hiftory  of 
xbt  American  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  213.     Congrefs  meant,  lie  fays, 

that 
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chap,    meafures  might  be  adopted  for  preventing  fur- 
xxvii.    tjier  (leftruclion  of  lives,  and  fuch  ftatutes  as 
1775.     more  immediately  diftrefled  the  colonies  might 
be  repealed.     By  arrangements  for  collecting 
the  united  fenfe  of  the  American  people,  his 
majeiiy  would  receive  fuch  fatisfaclory  proofs 
of  their  difpofition,  that  the  wiihed  for  oppor- 
tunity would  be  foon  reftored,  of  evincing  the 
fincerity  of  their  profeffions,  by  every  becoming 
teftimony  of  devotion. 
•*•  To  this  petition  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  in 

the  king's  name,  informed  the  agents  of  con- 
grefs  that  no  anfwer  would  be  given. 
Effea  of  Immediate  advantage  was  taken  of  this  re- 
tbe  anfwer.  pU]fe>  to  encourage  the  friends  of  congrefs;  to 
fix  the  wavering,  and  give  refolution  to  the 
timid.  Such,  in  fa6t,  mull  have  been  the  view 
of  the  individual  who  framed,0  and  the  body 
who  adopted  the  addrefs:  they  knew  that 
neither  the  king  nor  parliament  could  acknow- 
ledge them  as  a  body  legally  conflituted,  nor 
could  the  miniflry,  after  the  late  tranfacHons, 
recede  from  the  meafures  they  thought  proper 

that  the  mother-country  mould  propofe  a  plan  for  eftablifhing  by 
compact,  fomething  like  Magna  Charta  for  the  colonies.  They 
did  not  aim  at  a  total  exemption  from  the  controul  of  parliament, 
nor  were  they  unwilling  to  contribute,  in  their  own  way,  to  the 
expences  of  government ;  but  they  feared  the  horrors  of  war  lefs  than 
fubmiiiion  to  unlimited  parliamentary  fupremacy.  They  wiihed  for 
an  amicable  compacl,  in  which  doubtful,  undefined  points,  fhould 
be  afcertained  l'o  as  to  fecure  that  proportion  of  authority  and  li- 
berty which  would  be  for  the  general  good  of  the  whole  empire. 
They  fancied  themfelves  in  the  condition  of  the  barons  at  Runy- 
rhede;  but  with  this  difVeier.ce,  that  in  addition  to  oppofing  the 
king,  they  had  alio  to  oppofe  the  parliament.  'I  his  difference  was 
more  nominal  than  real,  for  in  the  latter  cafe  the  king  and  pariia- 
Jiament  Hood  precifely  in  the  fame  relation  to  the  people  of  America, 
which  fuhfifted  in  the  former  between  the  king  and  people  of  Eng- 
land. In  both,  popular  leaders  were  contending  with  the  fovereigp 
for  the  privilege  of  fubjeils. 

c  Mr.    Dickinfon,    author  of  feveral    celebrated  political  trafis. 
Ramfay's  Hiltory  of  the  American  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  313* 

tf> 


GEORGE    lit.  305 

to  enforce,  without  an  appeal  to  the  people   chap. 
through  their  reprefentatives.     The  congrefs,     xxvn. 
a  body  conftituted  in  defiance  or  the  king's      1775. 
commands,   raifing  armies,   and  levying  taxes, 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  oppugning  his  autho- 
rity,  and  that  of  the   Britiih   legislature,   ap- 
proach the  throne  with  the  exterior  of  refpecl, 
but  without  alleging  any  urgent  occafion  for 
their  afiembly,   and  holding  themfelves  fully 
competent,  not  only  to  treat,  but  even  to  dic- 
tate terms;  for  the  king  was  required,  before 
the   adoption   of  meafures  for   facilitating   a 
Conference  on  the  nature  of  grievances,  to  ufe 
his  influence  in  obtaining  a  repeal  of  all  ftatutes 
which  diftreffed  the  colonies.     It  was  not  pof- 
fible  to  difcufs  fuch  a  propofal  with  hopes  of 
ultimate  fuccefs,  and  without  fuch  a  motive  it 
would  have  been   bafe  and  feeble  to  fanclion 
the  acts  or  petitions  of  a  body,  conftituted  as 
the  congrefs  was,  glorving  in  the  fuccefs  of 
armed   refinance,    and  demanding  conceflions 
without  apology  for  the  paft,  or  reciprocal  en- 
gagement for  the  future.     The  rejection  of  this 
artful  petition  being  doubtlefs  anticipated,   it 
fully  anfwered  the  view  of  its  authors;  and  lefs 
artifice!  than   they   pofierTed  was  neceiiary  to 
make   it  appear,    that   hoitile  meafures   alone 
could  fatisfy  the  pride  and  dignity  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  nation.     Under  thefe  conitruetions,  the  re- 
jected petition  contributed  to  the  union  and 
perfeverance  of  tne  colonies.     "  When  prefled 
"  by   the   calamities    of   war,1'    an  American 
writer  obferves,     "  a  doubt  would   fometimes 
"  aril'e  in  the  minds  of  fcrupulous  perfons,  that 
"  they  had  been  too  hairy  in  their  oppofition  to 
"  their  protecting  parent-ftate.    To  fuch  it  was 
"  ufual  to  prefeht  the  fecond  petition  of  con- 
(i  grefs  to  the   king,   obferving,    that   all   the 
vol.  11.  x  "  blood 
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"  blood  and  guilt  of  the  war,  muft  be  charged! 
"  on  British,  not  on  American  counfels."d 

Although  the  fubfequent  events,  and  ter- 
mination of  the  American  conteft,  have  afford- 
ed opportunities  of  repeating  and  enforcing  the 
arguments  ufed  by  the  adherents  of  congrefs,. 
"they  made,  at  the  time,  no  confiderable  im- 
preilion.  The  caufe  of  the  mother-country  was 
generally  popular,  becaufe  confidered  juft;  the 
war  was  not  dreaded;  the  American  arms  were, 
rarely  fuccefsful,  except  through  our  own  mil- 
management  ;  and  the  nation  repofed  juft  con- 
fidence in  the  exertions  of  Britirn  valour.  The 
miniftry  mewed  a  due  portion  of  fpiritandper- 
feverance;  the  large  demands  attending  the  be- 
ginning of  warfare  gave  energy  to  commerce, 
and  loyal  addrelfes,  unfolicited  and  unexpected, 
were  fent  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.6 

In  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  the  king  amply- 
detailed  to  parliament  the  ftate  of  America. 
Thofe  who  had  too  fuccefsfully  laboured  to  in- 
flame the  people,  by  grofs  mifreprefentations, 
now  openly  avowed  their  revolt,  hoftility,  and 
rebellion.  They  had  railed  troops,  and  were 
collecting  a  naval  force;  they  had  feized  the 
public  revenue,  and  afiumeel  to  themfelves  le- 
giflative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers,  which 
they  excrcifed  in  the  moft  arbitrary  manner, 
over  the  perfons  and  properties  of  their  fellow 
fubjects ;  and  although  many  might  ftill  retain 

d  Ramfay's  hiftory  of  the  American  revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  213-. 
The  author  was  connected  by  marriage  with  the  family  of  the  welt 
fctiown  Laurens,  and  was  from  1782  to  1786  a  member  of  congrefs. 

e  Gibbon  dates  this  fact  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Holroyd  (lord  Sheffield^ 
dated  14th  October  1775.  He  fays,  "  Another  thing  will  pleafe  and 
'  furpiize,  is  the  aflurance  which  I  received  from  a  man,  who  might 
"  teli  me  a  lie,  but  who  couid  not  be  miftaken,  that  no  arts  or  ma- 
'-'  nagement  whatfoever,  have  been  ufed  to  procure  the  ad  jrefTes-which> 
«(  fill  the  gazette,  and  that  lord  North  was  as  muck  litrnrucd  at  the 
"  firft  that  came  up,  a*  re  could  be  at  Sheffield.'* 

their 
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their  loyalty,  and  be  too  wife  not  to  fee  the  fa-  chap 
tal  confequenee  of  this  ufurpation,  and  wiili  \^J^ 
to  refift  it,  yet  the  torrent  of  violence  had  been  *775« 
ftrong  enough  to  compel  their  acquiefcence  till 
a  fufficient  force  thould  appear  for  their  fup- 
port.  The  authors  and  promoters  of  this  def- 
perate  confpiracy  had  derived  great  advantage 
from  the  difference  of  the  king's  intentions 
and  their  own.  Tliey  meant  only  to  amufe  by 
vague  expreffions  of  attachment  to  the  parent- 
ftate,  and  proteftations  of  loyalty,  while  pre- 
paring for  a  general  revolt.  On  his  part,  though 
it  was  declared  in  the  laft  feffion  that  a  rebel- 
lion exifted  in  the  province  of  the  Maflachuf- 
fet's  Ray,  yet  even  that,  province  he  wiihed 
rather  to  reclaim  than  fubdue.  The  war  was 
become  more  general,  and  was  manifeftly  car- 
ried on  for  the  eftablimment  of  an  independent 
empire.  It  was  now  the  part  of  wifdom,  and 
(in  its  effects)  of  clemency,  to  put  a  fpeedy  end 
to  fuch  diforders,  by  decilive  exertions.  He 
had  received  the  molt  friendly  offers  of  foreign 
afliftance;  and  had  fentto  the  garrifons  of  Gi- 
braltar and  Port  Mahon,  part  of  his  electoral 
troops,  that  a  larger  portion  of  the  Britim 
forces  might  be  applied  in  maintaining  its  au- 
thority; and  the  national  militia  might  give  a 
Farther  extent  and  activity  to  military  opera- 
tions. His  majefty  profeffed  readinefs  to  re- 
ceive the  milled  and  deluded  multitude  with 
tende'rnefs,  whenever  they  mould  become  fen- 
lible  of  their  error,  and  in  order  to  prevent  in- 
convenience from  diftance,  and  remove  their 
calamities  as  foon  as  poffible,  he  would  give  a 
diferctionary  authority  to  perfons  on  the  fpot, 
to  grant  general  or  particular  pardons  and  in- 
demnities, and  receive  the  fubmiihon  of  any 
province  or  colony,  difpofed  to  return  to  its  al- 

x  2  legi-iuce, 
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lcgiance.  lie  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  auv 
thorizing  the  perfons  fo  commiflioned,  to  re- 
fr.ore  fuch  provinces  or.  colonies  to  the  free  ex- 
ercife  of  trade,  and  the  fame  protection  and  fe- 
curity  as  if  they  had  never  revolted ;  and  allured 
both  houfes,  that  from  the  alfurances  received, 
and  the  general  appearance  of  affairs  in  Eu- 
rope, he  faw  no  probability  of  impediment  to 
his  meafures,  by  difputes  with  any  foreign 
power. 

An  amendment  to  the  addrefs  was  moved 
bv  lord  John  Cavendifh,  and  in  the  debate,  the 
principle  and  conduct  of  the  contcft  were  fe- 
verely  arraigned.     The  facts  ailumed  in   the 
fpeech  were  declared  to  be  untrue:  parliament 
was  not  early  convened;  the  Americans  Mere 
not  collecting  a  naval  force;  the  affertion,  that 
they  meant  only  to  amufe  by  vague  expreffions 
of  attachment,   and  fought   to   render  them- 
felves  independent,  were  equally  injurious  to 
their  honour,  and  repugnant  to  truth;  and  the 
confiding  of  two  fuch  important  fortreffes  as 
Gibraltar  and    Minorca    to    o-arrifons   of  fo- 
reigners,  was  highly  improper;  the  idea  of  con- 
queftwas  equally  romantic  and  unjuft;  and  the 
addreffes  did  not  prove  the  fentiments  of  the 
people,  even  if  fairly  obtained;  but  the  con-* 
trary  was  firenuoufly  affirmed.     Colonel  Bane 
cxpofed  to  fevere  cenfure  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  campaign ;   Fox  obferved,  that  lord  Chat- 
ham,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  nay,  Alexander  the 
(Great,  never  gained  more  in  one  year  than  the 
exifling   government  had  loft;    it  had  loft  a 
whole   continent.      Although  the   Americans, 
were  not  jufli liable  in  the  extent  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, refinance  was  lefs  culpable  than  fub- 
mimon  to  the  tyrannical  acts  of  a  British  par- 
liament.   General  Conway,  though  joined  with, 
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the  king's  fervants,  detefoed  the  principle  of  chap. 
fuppoi  ting  every  meafure'  of  government;  re-    xxvn. 
probated  the   idea   of  .conquering   America;      1775. 
declared  explicitly  agamlt  the  right  of  taxa- 
tion;  and  wiflied  to  fee  the  declaratory   law 
repealed,  fmce  it  had   been  converted  to  fuch 
bad  purpoles. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  objections,  the  neceffity  Defence, 
of  regaining  America  by  force  was  ftrenuoufly 
urged  :  during  the  late  iummer,  government, 
although  veiled  by  the  legiilature  with  the 
right  of  ufmg  the  fword,  had,  through  a  love 
of  lenity,  preferred  an  attempt  to  govern  by 
the  civil  power  :  it  Avas  now  intended  to  fend 
out  an  ample  force,  fupported  by  a  fufficient 
fleet,  to  inl'ure  fubjection.  Congrefs  verbally 
profelfed  not  to  aim  at  independence;  but 
their  claims  amounted  to  a  total  exemption 
from  parliamentary  authority.  They  had  ex- 
prefsly  declared,  that  the  LSritifli  legiilature 
had  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  their  provi- 
fions  for  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  or 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  each  country 
ihould,  in  thofe  refpecls,  regulate  itfelf ;  thus 
they  plainly  claimed  an  exclufive  authority  in 
each  colonial  affembly.  Not  only  the  late 
acts  more  particularly  complained  or^  but 
every  other  affecting  their  internal  polity,  had 
been  treated  as  unjuft  encroachments  of  parlia- 
ment on  the  rights  of  a  legiilature  as  indepen- 
dent as  itfelf.  In  military  matters,  their  pre- 
tentions were  equally  extravagant.  They  de- 
nied to  Great  Britain  the  right  of  keeping  a 
Angle  folclier  in  the  whole  extent  or  their 
continent,  without  confent  of  the  colonial 
legiilature.  With  regard  to  revenue,  parlia- 
ment had  declaref?,  in  words  intelligible  to  all 
mankind,  that  thev  would  never  tax  America, 
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chap,  unlefs  impelled  by  a  refufal  to  contribute  a  due 
\^!^b  proportion  to  the  common  expences  of  the 
*775-  ftate.  They  even  knew,  that  a  rcafonable  fum 
would  be  accepted  ;  but  would  not,  to  gratify 
this  country,  offer  the  contribution  of  a  fmgle 
milling.  The  only  particular  in  which  they 
feemed  inclined  to  admit  the  authority  of  par- 
liament was,  the  regulation  of  trade :  even 
there  they  exprelfed  themfelves  with  fufficient 
caution  ;  and  in  every  thing  elfe  auerted  an 
abfolute  independence. 

Lord  North  obferved,  that  to  repeal  every 
act  palTed  lince  the  year  1763,  mu ft  terminate 
the  difpute,  for,  from  that  moment,  America 
was  railed  to  independence.  The  acts  were  all 
juft,  and  not  cruel,  and  that  for  reitraining  their 
trade  with  other  countries,  againft  which  oppo- 
lition  fo  loudly  declaimed,  was  not  palled  till 
the  colonies,  by  a  non-importation  agreement, 
had  refufed  to  trade  with  England,  who  had 
nurtured  them  to  their  prefent  greatnefs,  and, 
on  the  principles  of  reciprocity,  had  an  ex- 
cluiive  right  to  the  benefits  of  their  com- 
merce. 
Oppofuion  The  marquis  of  Rockingham  moved  an 
m  the  up-  amendment,  exactly  limitar  to  that  of  lord 
John  Cayendifb.  The  debate  embraced  many 
of  the  fame  topics ;  but  the  earl  of  Dartmouth 
aiTerted,  that  the  late  proceedings  had  been  un- 
fuccefsful  from  caufes  not  to  be  anticipated  ; 
and  lord  Gower  avowed,  that  adminiftration 
Lad  been  milled,  and  purfued  a  fyftem  inade- 
quate to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  fervice. 
The  accounts  received  from  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces led  to  this  miftake  ;  New  York  had  been 
over-awed  and  forced,  by  a  party  of  infur- 
gents  from  Connecticut,  into  meafures  they 
'would  never  have  other  wife  adopted ;  yet  if 
3  the 
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the  friends  of  government  were  emancipated   chap. 
by  the  aid  of  a  force  from  this  country,  the    ■JJ^i, 
colonies  might  be  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  their     1775- 
duty,  without  recourfe  to  fcenes  of  mifery  and 
defolation. 

Lord  Shelburne  feverely  arraigned  the 
conduct  of  admin  Mt  ration,  and  the  rafbnefs  of 
the  predictions,  that  a  little  bloodihed  would 
enfure  fuccefs  :  a  great  deal  of  blood  had  been 
unhappily  ihed  to  no  purpofe,  but  to  fever  the 
two  countries,  perhaps  for  ever.  He  advanced, 
as  a  plain  and  inconteftible  fac~t,  that  the  com- 
merce of  America  was  the  vital  ilream  of  this 
great  empire,  and  the  independence  of  that 
country  mult  be  the  ruin  of  Britain.  The 
inevitable  confequence  of  perfeverance  in  the 
prefent  meafures,  mult  be  the  depreciation  of 
property  ;'  opulence  would  be  reduced  to  com- 
petence, competence  to  indigence  :  in  con- 
templation of  fuch  adverfity,  he  felt  happy  in 
having  been  bred  a  ibldier ;  accuftomed  to  the 
moderation  of  that  life,  his  fall  would  be 
eafy. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  debate,  the  duke 
of  Grafton  delivered  fentiments  hoftile  to  ad- 
miniftration,  vet  refufed  to  concur  in  the 
amendment.  lie  condemned  the  proceedings 
with  refpect  to  America  during  the  laft  twelve 
months,  and  apologized  for  fupporting  them, 
by  alleging  that  he  was  milled  and  deceived  ; 
he  had  concurred  when  he  could  not  ap- 
prove, from  a  hope,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
iirength  of  government,  would  be  the  probabi- 
lity of  amicable  adjuftment  lie  recommend- 
ed  the  repeal  of  all  acts  relative  to  America 
palled  lince  i?6'3:  this  proportion  would  not 
probably  obtain  immediate  approbation,  but 
would  daily  grow  in  efteem,  and   ultimately 
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gain  Univerfal  aifent.  Did  he  entertain  con- 
trary fentiments,  he  could  not  aflent  to  an 
addrefs  which  fanelioned  meafures  of  unknown 
extent  and  expence,  while  the  king's  fpeech 
was  not  accompanied  with  the  flighteil  in- 
formation. He  mentioned  the  bad  ftate  of  his 
health,  and,  imitating  lord  Chatham,  declared 
his  intention  to  come  in  a  litter  to  exprefs  his 
full  and  hearty  diiapprobation  of  the  meafures 
of  administration. 

The  amendment  was  negatived/  and  the 
addrefs  carried,5  by  great  majorities :  nine- 
teen peers  figned  a  protelt. 

In  thefe  debates,  the  illegality  of  commit- 
ting the  cuftody  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  to 
foreign  troops,  was  nrenuouily  urged.  On 
the  report  of  the  addrefs,  the  oppofition  mem- 
bers iniifted  that  the  meafure  was  repugnant 
to  the  bill  of  rights,  and  a  precedent  of  moft 
alarming  and  dangerous  tendency,  recognizing 
a  power  in  the  king  to  introduce  foreigners 
into  the  Britiih  dominions,  and  raife  armies 
without  the  confent  of  parliament.  Thurlow 
(  bferved,  that  the  claufe  in  the  bill  of  rights 
embraced  no  part  of  the  king's  dominions 
beyond  the  limits  of  Great  Britain  :  the  ne- 
ccility  of  the  cafe,  and  danger  of  delay,  were 
alio  urged,  and  the  introduction  of  fix  thou- 
land  Dutch  troops  in  l?45,  without  previous 
confent,  was  cited u  as  a  precedent.  Lord 
North  magnanimoufly  avowed  himfelf  the 
advifer  of  the  paragraph  in  the  king's  fpeech, 
and  declared,  he  ihould  not  confidcr  the  houfe 
precluded,  by  voting  for  the  addrefs,  from 
reviewing  the  propolition  on  any  future  day. 
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The  friends  of  administration  did  not  uni-   chap. 
fbrmly  concur  in  lord    North's  opinion,  and    ^VJ^ 
Mr.  Mariham  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to     . J775- 
bring  in   a    bitl   of  indemnity  ;    the   minifter  ?!'' "Lin~ 
treated    the    intimation  with   his  accuftomed  31ft  oa. 
gaiety  ;  declaring,  that  although  perfectly  fatis- 
fied  with  the  legality  of  the   meafure,  he  had 
no  objection  to  concur  in  any  proportion  tend- 
ing to  keep  the  heads  of  minilters  more  fe- 
curely  on  their  ihoulders  :  vet  conceiving  that 
acts  of  indemnity  were  never  patfed   but  as  a 
defence  againft  actions  at  law,   and  not  againft 
impeachments,  he   propofed  a  refolution,   ap- 
proving  the   employment   of   foreign   troops. 
This  expedient  was  not,  however,  considered  iftNov. 
adequate  to  the  purpofe,   and  the  minifter  him^ 
felf,  yielding  his  own  judgment  to  the  argu- 
ments of  his  friends,   obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  of  indemnity. 

The  duke  of  Manchefter,  on  the  fame  day,  ^Nov, 
made  a  motion,  to  declare  the  employment  of  j^°h°"fc* 
electoral  troops  in  the  dominions  of  Great  of  lords. 
Britain,  dangerous  and  unconftitutional,  and 
fupported  it  by  a  laborious  fpeech.  The  earl 
of  Rochford,  as  one  of  the  minifters  who 
advifed  the  meafure,  declared  his  unihaken 
opinion  that  it  was  perfectly  justifiable;  and 
his  readinefs  to  abide  the  confequenccs :  yet 
as  he  had  learned  that  lord  North  intended  to 
apply  for  a  bill  of  indemnity,  he  moved  tho 
previous  question.  The  duke  of  Grafton  was 
the  only  cabinet  minifter  in  the  houfe,  who 
did  not  avow  his  having  concurred  in  giving 
this  advice  ;  he  condemned  the  meafure  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  as  inconfiflent  with  the  fpirit 
of  Magna  Charta.  The  motion  of  cenfure  was 
fupported  by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  earls 
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chap,   of  Effingham,   Camden,    and   Shelburne,  and 
2^;    l°rd    Lyttleton.     The  previous  queftion  was, 

J775i  however,  negatived.11 
•3d. Nov.  A  motion  fimilar  to  that  of  the  duke  of 
Manchefter  was  made  by  Sir  James  Lowther. 
and  difpofed  of  in  the  fame  manner :*  in  a  long 
and  animated  debate,  the  minifter  was  cen- 
fured,  even  by  his  coadjutors,  for  acceding 
to  the  fuggeftion  of  a  bill  of  indemnity. 
Lord  Barrington,  the  fecretary  at  war,  in  par- 
ticular, declared,  that  although  he  was  a  prin- 
cipal advifer  of  the  meafure,  he  wanted  'no 
fueh  bill,  and  mould  pity  and  contemn  the 
minifter  by  whom  it  was  required. 
Bill  re-  Such  being  the  opinions  profelfed  by  mem- 

*L  bers  of  adminiftration  in  both  houfes,  the  fate 

of  the  bill  of  indemnity  might  be  anticipated  : 
*4th  Nov.   it  palled  the  houfe  of  commons,   after  the  re- 
jection of  a  motion  for  amending  the  preamble, 
and  making   miniftry    confefs   their    conduct 
illegal,  and  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  the  con- 
30th  Nov.    ftitution.      In  the  upper  houfe  it  was  unanir 
moully   rejected   on    the  third   reading ;    the 
marquis  of  Rockingham  aflerting  it  would  be 
a  difgrace  to  the  ftatute  books,  to  afford  in- 
demnity to  thofe  who  acknowledged  no  of- 
fence,   and    the    minifterial     lords    declaring 
themfelves  perfectly  indifferent  refpecting  the 
event. 
30th  oa.        Lord  North  brought  in  a  bill  for  enabling 
fe  blhraf"  ^ie  king  to  affemble  the  militia  in   cafes  of 
the  militia,  rebellion:  which  paffed  with  a  rider  propofed 
»ad Nov.     by  Sir  George  Savile,  limiting  its  duration   to 
Eitimates.    feven  vears.     The  number  of  feamen  was  fixed 
at  28,000;  the  land  forces  at  55,ooo,  of  whom 

*  75  *°  32. 

'  On  the  previous  <rueftion  being  pyf,  the  numbers  were,  ayes  81, 
noes  203. 
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65,000   were   deftinert  for   America.      In  the   chap. 
debates  on  the  militia   bill,    perSonal  alterca-  ^™- 
tions  were  maintained  with  great  violence,  and      1775. 
the  manner  of  procuring  addreffes  was  Severely  lftNov- 
arraigned   and  vigorouily  defended:    the  dii- 
cuffion  of  navy  estimates  gave  occafion  to  im- 
pute many  malversations  to  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty;  and  while  the  army  efti  mates  were  stTi. 
under  consideration,  a  review  was  taken  of  the 
cau.Se  and  progreSs  of  the  American  diSpute,  the^ 
means  of  conciliation,  and  the  probabilities  of 
conqueff. 

I nt   the  houfe  of  lords  fimilar  efforts  were  Motion  bj 
made;  the  duke  of  Grafton,  who  had  reiigned  ^Sop. 
his  office  of  lord  privy  feal  fmcethe  commence-  4th  Nov. 
ment  of  the  Seftion,  and  now  became  eonSpicu- 
ous  in  the  ranks  of*  oppofition,  moved  for  an  15th. 
account   of  the  number   of  forces  Serving  in 
America  previous  to    the  commencement   of 
hostilities  ;  the  force  actually  employed  there ; 
the  plans  for  winter  quarters,  and  the  numbers 
of  the   provincial   army ;    au   eftimate  of  the 
troops  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  and  an 
eftimate  of  the  military  force  nccefiary  to  be 
fent  to  America,  with  an  account  of  the  ar- 
tillery and  Stores.     In  Support  of  this  motion, 
he  Stated  the  unfuccefsfui  operations  of  the  late 
campaign,  the  condition  of  the  army,  cooped 
up  in  BoSton,  mouldering  away  by  hcknefs  and 
famine,  and  almoSt  daily  waiting  for  its  fate, 
that  of  being  deftroyed  or  made  prifoners,  by  a 
force  infinitely  Superior.     The  lords  who  di- 
rected his   majefty's  councils  had  ingenuoufly 
avowed   their   having    been  deceived ;    apolo- 
gized on  account   of  ill-founded  information, 
falfe  rcafonings  and  milraken  concluSions;  and 
directed  oblique  cenSures  againft  the  comman- 
ders both  by  Sea  ar^d  land.     In  Such  a  State  of 
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darknefs  and  uncertainty,  fuch  charges,  blun- 
ders, miftakes,  imputed  negligence  or  incapa- 
city, it  was  necelfary  to  warn  the  houfe  of  the 
difficulties  to  be  encountered,  and  the  means 
of  obviating  or  furmounting  them:  by  fuch 
means  they  would  be  enabled  to  adopt  meafures 
of  coercion  or  conciliation,  which  belt  fuited 
the  dignity,  juftice,  and  permanent  interefts  of 
the  country. 

THEpropofition  was  refilled,  on  the  ground 
that  the  information  would  be  communicated 
to  the  enemy,  and  expofe  the  plan  of  military 
operations.  Earl  Gower  alTerted,  on  the  credit 
of  an  officer  of  eminence  in  America,  that  all 
meafures  determined  on  in  England  were 
known  in  the  provincial  camp  much  earlier 
than  in  the  king's  army.  The  Americans 
would  confequcntly  rife  in  their  demands  if 
conciliation  were  propofed,  or  take  meafures  of 
refiftahce  be  ft  calculated  to  defeat  the  inten- 
tions of  Great  Britain. 

A  digression  was  made  into  the  general 
grounds  of  the  difpute :  the  Americans  were 
vindicated  by  lord  Camden,  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, and  lord  Shelburne,  who  declared  Great 
Britain  in  every  inftance  the  aggreftbr,  and  ftig- 
matized  the  proceedings  againft  the  colonies 
by  the  name  of  robbery  ;  they  were  cruel,  op- 
preffivc,  unjufr,  and  unrelenting,  and  ought  to 
be  refilled  as  the  mod  open  and  dangerous  at- 
tacks upon  liberty,  property,  and  every  thing- 
dear  to  free  men.  The  allertion  that  America 
afpired  at  independence,  was  treated  as  an  un- 
founded calumny,  calculated  only  for  purpofes 
of  delufion. 

Besides  the  earls  of  Gower  and  Dartmouth, 
who  as  minifters  vindicated  their  own  proceed- 
ings, the  caufe  of  government  was  ably  de? 
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fended  by  the  lords  Lyttleton,  Dudley,  and  chap. 
Townihend;  but  lord  Mansfield,  with  his  ufual  XXVIT- 
perfpicuity,  eloquence,  and  profound  informa-  ,77S. 
tion,  traced  to  their  real  fource  the  preten- 
tions which  convulfed  America,  and  agitated 
Great  Britain.  He  faid,  "  The  bad  con- 
fequences  of  planting  northern  colonies  were 
early  predicted.  Sir  Jofiah  Child  foretold, 
before  the  revolution,  that  they  would,  final- 
ly, prove  our  rivals  in  power,  commerce,  and 
manufactures.  Davenant,  adopting  the  fame 
ideas,  forefaw  that  whenever  America  found 
herfelf  fuificiently  ftrong  to  contend  with 
the  mother-country,  Hie  would  endeavour 
to  become  a  feparate  and  independent  flate. 
This  has  been  the  conftant  object  of  the  peo-^ 
"  pie  of  New  England,  almoftfrom  her  earliefl: 
"  infancy.  Their  ftruggles  compelled  king 
"  William  to  revoke  his  former  charter,  and 
"  give  them  a  new  one ;  and  towards  the  con- 
"  clufion  of  his  reign,  to  procure  an  act,  that 
*'  no  law  originating  in  the  colonies  ihould  be 
"  valid,  if  contrary  to  the  law  of  England. 
"  Thofe  difputes  had  fcarcely  ever  fublided : 
"  in  the  year  17  3:3,  Mr.  Talbot,  afterwards 
chancellor,  propofed  a  feries  of  refolutions 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  indicating  the  pre- 
cife  nature  of  the  difputes,  and  fully  afiert- 
"  ins  doctrines  fimilar  to  thole  now  maintain- 
"  ed  by  the  Britiih  parliament.  A  new  ad- 
miniftration  formed  in  17 oG  were  extremely 
unwilling:  to  enarase  in  a  war  on  account  of 
America;  and  would  have  avoided  it,  had 
;  not  circumftanees  given  another  turn  to  the 
"  lubiilting  difputes.  I  do  not  afiert  that 
"  America  was  not  the  true  caufe  of  the  war  ; 
u  I  am  certain  it  was.  A  vulgar  opinion  pre- 
"  vailed,  the  reverfe  of  truth,  that  we  armed 
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chap.  u  hi  defence  of  Hanover;  but  whatever  form 
xxvii.    "  the  Mar  might  afterwards  ai'iume,  it  was  ori- 
*7?S«      "  g'inally  undertaken  for  the   prefervation  of 
"  America.     At  the  peace,  the  inconveniences 
which  have  hnce  arifen  were  partly  forefeen ; 
but  they  were,  with  fuitable  wifdom,  balanced 
"  asrainft  thofe  which  mio-ht  refult  from  the 
other  part  of  the  alternative.     The  reftora- 
tion  of  Canada  to  France,  would  have  been 
"  the  fource  of  endlefs  contention.     At  the 
"  time  of  impohng  the  ftamp  duties,  an  idea 
u  prevailed,  that  America,   from  her  increafed 
"  power    and    ability,    mould    contribute   to 
"  alleviate  the  burdens  with  which   me   had 
"  been  inftrumental   in  loading  this  country. 
I  fhall  not  difcufs  the  propriety  of  the  mea- 
fure ;  from  fuccceding  events,   I   regret  its 
adoption,  but  at  the  time  it  encountered  no 
opposition.     The  next  year  the  declaratory 
law  was  palTerl  with  equal  unanimity.     In  a 
year  after,  lord  Camden  being  then   at  the 
head  of  his  majefty's  councils,  and  prefiding 
on  the  woolfack,  was  prefcnt  when  the  port 
duties  were  impofed,    but  offered  not  the 
"  llighteft   refiftance.      When  the   refolutionS 
:  for  extending  the  ftatute  of  Henry  VIII,  re- 
lative to  the  trial  of  perfotns  for  offences  com- 
mitted  out  of  the  realm,    were   voted,  the 
fame  learned  lord  retained  his  fituation,  and 
the  noble  duke,  who  made  the  motion  this 
day,  then  prefided  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
**  fury,  both  were  in  the  cabinet,   and  yet  not 
"  a  word  was  faid  againft  the  meafure.     I  look 
•'  back   with  forrow  to  all  thefe  tranfaelions, 
Laftly,  the  bill  for  Shutting  the  port  of  Bof- 
ton,  on  which  the  learned  lord  hath  this  day 
bcltowed  fo   many  hard  names,   was  palfed 
without  oppoiition.     If  thcfe  acts  were  jufti- 
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'*  liable,  thofe  which  fucceeded  were  equally  chap, 
fo.  America  does  not  complain  of  particu-  xxvn. 
"  lar  injuries,  fo  much  as  the  violation  of  her  1775. 
*'  rights;  in  one  place  congrefs  fum  up  the 
%i  whole  of  their  grievances  in  the  paffage  of 
*  the  declartory  act,  which  afferts  the  iupre- 
"  macy  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  power  ofmak- 
"  ing  laws  for  America  in  all  cafes.  Hence 
"  arifes  the  difpute  ;  they  poiitively  deny  the 
:  exiftence,  not  the  mode  of  exercifing  the 
right :  they  would  allow  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  a  nominal  fovereisrntv,  but  no  more : 
they  would  renounce  dependency  on  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  but  not  on  the  per- 
"  fon  of  the  kiug,  whom  they  would  reduce  to 
"  a  cypher.  In  line,  they  would  ftand  in  rela- 
"  tion  to  Great  Britain,  as  Hanover  now  ftands; 
"  or,  rather  as  Scotland  ftood  towards  Eng- 
*'  land,  before  the  union."  His  lordfhip  then 
proved  that  the  views  of  America  were  di- 
rected to  independence;  that  Great  Britain 
could  not  concede  any  claim  without  relin- 
quishing all;  fucli  a  facririce  he  fuppofed  was 
not  intended  ;  and  confequently,  any  meafurtf 
of  conciliation,  would  only  turn iih  grounds  for 
new  claims,  or  produce  terms  of  pretended 
obedience  and  fubmiflion. 

The  duke  of  Grafton's  motions  were  nega- 
tived without  a  divifion. 

Among  other  means  of  raifmg  fupplies,  the  r3thifor. 
minifter  propofed  a  land  tax  of  four  millings  Land  tax 
in  the  pound.     This  meafure,  fo  unpalatable  to  Lhe+  po'Jlid. 
the   country    gentlemen,    afforded   oppofition 
the  means  of  arraigning  the  conduct  ofminiftry, 
and  alarming  the  jealoufy  of  thofe  who  would 
be  molt  affected.     Mr.  Hartley  faid,  little  fore- 
fight  was  neceffary  to  prophecy  lad  year,  that 
the  land  tax  mu.lt  be  railed  to  fourihillings,  and 
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he  faw  no  probability  of  its  ever  being  reduced. 
He  made  numerous  ftatements  and  calculations 
to  prove  that,  inftead  of  deriving  the  promifed 
revenue  from  America,  England  would  be  in- 
cumbered with  a  perpetual  mortgage  on  the 
land,  to  pay  for  meafures  equally  unjuft  and  ill 
executed. 

These  arguments  produced  the  defired  ef- 
fect; Mr.  Baldwin  obferved,  he  always  under- 
ftood  the  difpute  with  America  to  be  for  a  re- 
venue in  relief  of  the  country  gentlemen;  but 
having  lince  learnt  that  the  idea  of  taxation 
■was  abandoned,  he  conlidered  it  improper  to 
embark  in  further  expences. 

After  replying  to  feveral  of  Mr.  Hartley's 
ftatements,  lord  North  denied  that  taxation 
was  renounced.  A  mode  he  faid  would  be 
adopted,  for  obtaining  a  contribution  from 
America;  when  minifters  declared  the  idea  of 
taxation  was  abandoned,  they  meant  only  that 
it  was  abandoned  for  the  preient ;  taxation  be- 
ing but  a  matter  of  fecondary  importance,  when 
the  fupremacy  and  legiflative  authority  of  the 
country  were  at  ftake.  Taxation  mould  be  en- 
forced;  becaufe,  to  enfure  legiflative  authority 
and  commercial  advantages,  it  would  be  ne~ 
ceffary  to  combine  them  with  a  tax,  even  though 
attended  with  no  direct  profit. 

Tins  explanation  was  deemed  fatis  factory, 
and  the  meafure  encountered  little  further  op- 
pofition.k 

On  the  fifft  clay  of  the  fefiion  a  petition  was 
prefented  to  each  houfe  from  the  general  affem- 
bly  of  Nova  Scotia,  replete  with  exprcflions  of 
loyalty,  and  deploring  the  profpect  which  the 


k  A  divifion  took  place  en  an  amendment  moved  by  Sir  George- 
Younge,  for  continuing  the  land  tax  at  three  {hillings  in  the  pound, 
kut  it  was  r.egdliyedj  182  to  47. 

.  prefent 
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prefent  ftate    of  affairs   opened    to    America,  chap. 
They  propofed,  as   the  means    of  terminating   ^VJ^) 
amicably  all  differences,    and  preventing  the      1775. 
poflibility   of  their  being  renewed,    a  tax  ad 
valorem    on   all   commodities     imported    into 
the   province,    not  being  the  produce  of  the 
Eritim  dominions,  except  bay  fait.     This  tax 
would  include  almoft  all  luxuries,   and  would 
increafe  in  an  equal  ratio  with  the  affluence  of 
the  inhabitants.     The  offer  was  made  in  com- 
pliance with  the  conciliatory  proportions,  and 
the  petitioners  hoped  it  would  ferve  as  a  model 
and  precedent. 

Lord  North  moved,  in  a  committee  of  the  23d  fifot, 
houfe  of  commons,  that  this  propofal  ihoukl  be 
accepted,  the  tax  not  to  exceed  eight  per  cent, 
and  when  the  legiflatufe  of  Nova  Scotia  mould 
have  paffed  an  art  for  effectuating  it,  their  trade 
fhould  be  reftored,  and  they  at  liberty  to  import 
vines,  and  certain  other  articles,  directly  from 
any  other  country.  It  does  not  feem  to  have 
occurred,  until  fuggefted  by  Sir  George  Yoiige, 
that  this  petition  contained  the  fame  doctrines, 
breathed  the  fame  language,  and  claimed  the 
fame  rights  as  the  declaration  of  congrefs,  Sir 
George  moved  an  amendment,  which  was  over- 
ruled^ but  the  petition  was  not  afterwards  cor- 
dially efpoufed.  It  was  reported,  and  a  long  29th, 
debate  maintained  on  fume  propofed  amend- 
ments, and  an  ironical  retblution  moved  by 
Burke,    but   the  fubje6t  was   gradually  relin- 

quifhed. 

The  petition  of  congfefs  being  alluded  to  6<h  Nov. 
in  the  king's  fpeech,   was  fubmittcd  to  the  in-  gfJSj 
fpe&iotl  of  parliament.     Before  this  paper  Mas  otcongrefa 
regularly  dii'cuflfed  in  the  houfe  of  lords,   Mr.  »|£ 
Luttrell  endeavoured  to  conciliate   the  lower  7lhNof 
houfe  to  the  pretentions  and  character  of  con- 
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chap,  grcfs,  by  moving  an  addrefs  for  empower- 
^xvn.  ing  eommiffioners  to  receive  conciliatory  pro- 
1775.  poials  from  any  general  convention,  congrefs, 
or  other  collective  body,  conveying  the  fenti- 
ments  of  one  or  more  colonies,  fufpending  all 
inquiry  into  the  legal  or  illegal  forms  under 
which  filch  colony  might  be  difpofed  to  treat. 
This  motion  was  introduced  by  a  long  fpeech, 
tending  to  prove,  that  in  Great  Britain,  more 
than  any  other  country,  government  had  been 
brought  back  to  its  fir  ft  principles,  by  extra- 
formal  alfemblies  of  the  people,  in  a  convention 
or  congrefs.  By  fuch  a  convention,  he  argued, 
monarchy  had  been  reitored  in  the  perfon  of 
Charles  II.  and  fuch  a  convention  in  1688  per- 
fected the  glorious  Revolution,  Noanfwerwas- 
made  to  this  harangue,  but  by  obfervmg,  that 
to  treat  with  the  American  congrefs  would  be 
to  admit  it  a  legal  affembly,  and  confequently 
that  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  was  intirely 
founded  in  injuftice.  The  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 
7th  Nov.  When  the  lords,  in  purfuance  of  the  order 
MamTnedL  of  the  day,  were  proceeding  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  petition  of  congrefs,  the  duke  of 
Richmond  faw  Mr.  Penn  ftanding  below  the 
bar,  and  anticipating  that  fome  doubts  would 
arife  refpeeting  the  authenticity  of  the  pa- 
per, urged  the  propriety  of  examining  him  as 
a  witnels.  After  a  ftrenuous  debate  on  order, 
and  precedent,  mixed  with  much  perfonal  in- 
ventive, the  miniitrv  conceded  that  his  evi- 
dence  mould  be  received. 
i-«th  Nov.  Xhi?  examination  was  conducted  by  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  who  had  previoufly  communicat- 
ed the  queftions  he  intended  to  afk.  Mr.  Penn 
had  been  conftantly  refident  in  America  four 
years,  two  of  which  he  had  been  governor  of 
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Penfylvania;  he  defcribed the  congrefs  as  men  chap. 
of  character  and  intelligence,  capable  of  con-  J2?2bj 
veying  the  fenfe  of  their  conftitnents,  and  with-  1775* 
out  means  of  enforcing  obedience,  but  through 
the  confidence  repofed  in  them:  that  confi- 
dence, however,  was  fo  unlimited,  that  no  fuf- 
ficient  protection  could  be  found  for  perfons 
who  lhould  advance  fentiments  differing  from 
thofe  which  they  had  promulgated.  The  peo- 
ple generally  confidered  themfelves  fully  able 
to  reiift  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  employed  to 
enforce  taxation,  and  the  late  obnoxious  acls. 
The  war  was  commenced  and  profecuted  by  the 
inclination  and  zeal  of  the  people,  in  defence  of 
their  liberties,  though  not,  as  the  witnefs  believ- 
ed, for  the  purpofe  of  eftabliihing  independency ; 
but  unlefs  conciliatory  ineafures  were  fpeedily 
purfued,  he  feared  the  Americans  would  form 
connections  with  foreign  powers,  which  they 
would  not  eafily  be  induced  to  renounce.  They 
were  dilfatisfied  with  the  reception  of  their  pe- 
titions, and  had  formed  great  hopes  of  that 
delivered  by  the  witnefs,  which  was  ftyled 
the  Olive  Branch ;  and  the  comminion  to  prefent 
it  was  confidered  a  iubjeCt  of  congratulation 
by  his  friends.  He  defcribed  the  diiiatisfaCHon 
occafioned  by  the  ftamp  act,  and  the  exultation 
at  the  repeal,  and  was  of  opinion,  that  the  de- 
claratory act  would  have  occafioned  no  discon- 
tent had  America  been  left  in  the  ftate  ihe  then 
was:  he  believed  the  colonies  inclined  to  ac- 
knowledge the  imperial  authority  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  every  particular,  except  taxation,  and 
to  acquiciee  in  the  words  of  the  declaratory 
acl. 

Upon  this  evidence,  manifestly  partial;  and  Thdfujyt 
nccefiarilv  imperfect    from  the  fituation  of  the  °     ,. 
witneiSj  whofe  knowledge  was  avowedly  limited  motion. 

Y   "2.  to 
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chap,  to  Penfylvania;  the  duke  of  Richmond  found- 
xxvii.  ec[  a  motion,  "  That  the  petition  was  a  ground 
1775.  "  for  conciliation  of  the  unhappy  differences 
"  between  Great  Britain  and  America."  He 
extolled  its  language  as  that  of  dutiful  iubmif- 
fion  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  mother-country, 
fo  far  as  Mas  compatible  with  the  rights  fecurec! 
to  freemen  by  the  constitution  of  the  empire; 
and  traced  all  the  difficulties,  dangers,  and  in- 
conveniences attendant  on  a  project;  of  forcible 
eonquelt. 

Lord  Shelburne  coincided  in  thefe  fen- 
timents,  and  expatiated  on  the  topics  urged 
by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  in  terms  ftill  more 
forcible.  He  predicted  national  ruin  from  the 
profecution  of  the  conteft,  and  faid,  if  mini- 
sters perfifted  in  meafures  neither  juftifiable  on 
principles  of  policy  or  of  liberty,  he  mould  ap- 
ply to  them  the  adage,  "  Quos  ckus  vult  perdere 
"  prius  dement  at." 

The  earl  of  Dartmouth  defended  the  refufal 
to  anfwer  the  petition,  by  obferving,  that  un- 
lefs  prefented  to  the  king  on  the  throne,  no  an- 
fwer could  be  expected  as  of  right ;  and  it  would 
have  been  indecent  in  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to 
give  an  anfwer  unauthorized.  If  filence  was 
conftrued  into  difapprobation,  the  conftruClion 
was  juftinable.  The  petition,  in  terms,  was  un- 
exceptionable, but  there  was  every  reafon  to 
believe  the  foftnefs  of  the  language  pnrpofely 
adopted  to  conceal  the  moft  traitorous  defigns. 
Did  it  become  the  offending  party  to  dictate 
the  terms  on  which  peace  would  be  accepted? 

Lord  Lyttleton,  with  great  warmth,  def- 
canted  on  the  partiality  of  the  witnefs,  and  de- 
clared he  could  have  confronted  him  with  a 
perfon  of  unexceptionable  character,  pollened 
uf  ten  thoufand  acres  of  land  in  New. England, 
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but  that  individual  was  afraid  to  appear,  from  chap. 
a  certainty  that  his  property  would  be  totally  xxvn 
deftroyed,  and  his  perfon  profcribed.  "  Sup-  1775- 
"  pofing,  however,  Mr.  Penn's  evidence  impar- 
tial, what  was  the  purport  of  the  motion,  but 
that  the  acts  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  its 
repeated  addrefles  to  the  throne,  his  niajeity's 
"  own  moft  folemn  declarations,  were  to  be 
"  fuperfeded  by  the  commands,  not  addrelfes, 
"  of  the  rebellious  Americans?  Thofe  audacious 
"  rebels,  avIio  endeavoured  to  impofe  on  his  ma- 
"  jefty  infidious,  traiterous,  falfe  expreftions  of 
loyalty  and  obedience,  while  in  the  fame 
breath  they  appealed  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  abufed  the  parliament, 
;  denied  their  power,  invited  their  fellow-fub- 
"  jecls  to  make  a  common-caufe,  and  thus,  at 
"  once,  endeavoured  to  involve  every  part  of 
"  this  great  empire  in  one  general  fcene  of 
"  rebellion  and  bloodlhed.  Are  thefe  the  men 
"  you  would  treat  with?  Is  this  the  caufe  the 
"  pretended  friends  of  the  country  would  en- 
"  deavour  to  defend  ?  Or  would  you,  by  agree- 
"  ing  with  this  motion,  relinquifh  your  do- 
"  minion  over  thofe  worfl  of  rebels,  and  tamely 
"  fubmit  to  transfer  the  feat  of  empire  from 
u  Great  Britain  to  America?" 

Lord  Sandwich,  whole  temper  and  mild- 
nefs  in  debate,  furnillied  at  once  a  contrail  and 
reproof  to  the  vehemence  of  lord  Lyttleton, 
defended  that  nobleman  agaihli  the  animadver- 
(ions  he  incurred  by  his  irritability,  and  un- 
folded many  errors  and  exaggerations  in  the 
Itatements  of  American  force  and  Britiih  al- 
liances. He  exppfed  with  perfpicuity  the 
geographical  and  political  miitakes  made  by 
the  opponents  of  miniftry,  cenfured  their  af- 
fumptions  of  mere  fuppolltionfl  for  facts,  and 
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ret^ified  their  miftatements  of  theftrength  and 
zeal  of  the  country. 

The  duke  of  Richmond's  motion  was  nega- 
tived.1 

Burke  again  judged  it  expedient  to  propofe 
to  the  houfe  a  project  of  conciliation,  which  he 
introduced  at  the  moment  of  prefenting  a  pe- 
tition from  the  inhabitants  of  certain  towns  in 
Wiltfhire,  againft  the  profecution  of  the  war. 
His  motion  Mas  "  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  compofing  the  prefent  troubles,  and  quiet- 
ing the  minds  of  his  majefty's  fubjecls  in  Ame- 
rica," founded  on  the  ftatute  of  Edward  I.  de 
tallagio  no)i  concedendo.  In  conformity  to  this 
precedent,  he  propofed  a  renunciation  of  tax- 
ing; a  repeal  of  flatutes  made  on  a  contrary 
principle  lince  the  year  1766;  and  a  general 
pardon;  he  alfo  propofed  a  congrefs  to  be  held 
by  royal  authority,  for  the  adjullment  of  dif- 
ferences."1 

In  his  fpeech,  Burke  obferved,  three  plans 
were  afloat  with  regard  to  America;  firft,  fim- 
ple  war,  in  order  to  a  perfect  conqueft;  fecond, 
a  mixture  of  Mar  and  treaty;  and  third, 
peace  grounded  on  conceflion.  The  firft  plan 
was  to  be  effected  in  two  ways;  the  one  direct, 
by  conqueft,  the  other  indirect,  by  diftrefs.  The 
forces  to  be  employed  in  America  amounting 
on  paper  to  no  more  than  2(j,000,  were,  he  con- 
tended, inefficient  for  conqueft;  and  without 
anticipating  the  fuccels  or  fruftration  of  the 
plan  of  diftrefs,  he  objected  to  it  as  not  leading 
to  a  fpeedy  decifion.  The  longer  our  diffrac- 
tions continued,  the  greater  the  chance  of  in- 
terference by  the  Bourbon  powers,  which  in  a 


1  86  to  33. 

*>  £ee  the  bill  in  the  Parliamentary  Regifter,  vol.  iii.  p.  182. 
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protracted  war,  be  confidered  not  only  proba-    chap. 
ble,  but  certain;  and  this  country  was  utterly    ^^1; 
incapable  of  coping-  with  America  and   thole      1775. 
powers  in  conjunction. 

The   lecond  project,    of  force  mixed  with 
treaty,  appeared  molt  favoured  by  minifters,  but 
met  with  his  decided  difapprobation.    Minifters 
did  not  propofe  to  negotiate  with  the  prefent, 
or  any  other  general  congrefs  or  meeting,  but 
with  the  feveral  alfemblies  diftinctlv.     In  this 
fcheme  they  knew  they  could  not  fucceed,  be- 
caufe  the  chartered  alfembly  of  one  principal 
province,  that  of  Mafiachufiet's  Bay,  Avas  de- ' 
ffroyed  by  act  of  parliament.      No  alfembly 
would  fit  under  the  new  conftitution,  becaufe 
the  inhabitants   mult  then,    as  a  preliminary, 
furrender  the  principal  object  for  which  they 
had  armed;  and  thus,  before  the  opening  of  the 
negotiation,  decide  the  conteft  againlt  them- 
felves :  the  treaty  muft  therefore  ftumble  on  the 
threihold.     Befides  this  fundamental  objection, 
he  urged  the  impofhbility  of  ever  terminating  a 
negotiation  with   fo  many  provinces,  of  fuch 
different  conftitution s,  tempers,  and  opinions, 
while,  in  the  meantime,  hoftilities,  W,ith their 
whole  train  of  diladvantages,  accidents,  and 
ruinous  expences,   would   be  continued.     The 
objects  of  treaty  muft  be  either  the  recognition 
of  abftracl  rights,  on  as  large  a  fcale  as  parlia- 
ment claimed  them,  to  which  the   Americans 
would     never    lubmit ;    or    upon   a    lelfer,     to 
which  they   had  already  fubmitted.     Another 
object  of  treaty  might  be  a  practical  recogni- 
tion of  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  tax  for 
a  revenue,    either   nominal    or  beneficial  ;    if 
nominal,    it  amounted   only   to  a  fpeculative 
acknowledgment    of  right,    which  they  would 
for  ever  rel'ufe ;  if  beneficial,  they  would  grant 
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chap,  it  only  in  the  ancient  mode,  which  from  the 
xxvii.  beginning  of  the  conteft  they  had  repeatedly 
i-7S,  tendered;  that  of  contributing  according  to 
their  ability,  eftimated  by  themfelves.  If  mi- 
nisters treated  for  a  revenue,  or  any  other  pur- 
pofe,  they  could  only  rely  on  the  force  which 
procured  the  terms,  or  the  honour,  fmcerity, 
and  good  inclination  of  the  people.  If  nothing 
but  force  could  hold  them,  and  they  aimed 
at  independency,  as  the  fpeech  from  the  throne 
aiferjted,  then  the  houfe  was  to  confider  how 
a  ftanding  army  of  26,000  men,  and  feventy 
mips  of  war,  could  be  conftantly  maintained. 
"  A  people  afpiring  at  independency,  will  not 
"  abandon  it  becaufe  they  have,  to  avoid  a 
"  prefent  inconvenience,  fubmitted  to  treaty. 
Cl  After  all  our  ftruggles,  America  muft  be  re- 
':  tained  by  her  good  inclination.  If  this  fails, 
"  all  fails ;  and  it  were  better  to  truft  to  the 
"  honefty  of  the  colonies,  before  we  ruined 
"  ourielves  and  irritated  them,  than  after  we 
"  had  alienated  their  affections  for  ever." 

Having  dilated  on  thefe  topics,  Burke 
came  to  his  own  proportion,  that  of  concef- 
fion  previous  to  treaty,  lie  put  no  great  faith 
in  any  negotiation,  and  none  in  an  armed 
negotiation  ;  ]ie  would  therefore  recommend 
little  treaty,  and  that  as  fhort  as  poffible, 
The  houfe  would  iude-e  whether  conceflion  was 
necefiary,  and  if  they  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, it  would  be  mod  confluent  with  their 
dignity  to  make  it  immediately,  and  of  their 
own  free  grace.  A  necefiary  preliminary,  how- 
ever, would  be  the  difmiifion  of  the  miniflry. 
In  no  time  or  country,  or  under  any  form  of 
government,  was  the  power  of  minifters  fuf- 
i'ered  to  furyive  the  fuccefs  of  their  counfels; 
or  the  fame  men  permitted  to  inflame  a  de- 
pendent 
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pendent  people  to  arms,  and  thenappeafe  them   chap. 
by  conceffions.     In  conceffion,   the  credit  of   ^?^ 
a  ftate  is  fayed  by  the  difgrace  of  a  minifter;      »?7S- 
becaufe  it  is  his  counfel  alone  that  is  difcre- 
dited.     But  when  the  very  fame  minifters,  in 
confequence  of  refiitance,    forego  their   own 
acts,  the  nation  itfelf  fubmits. 

He  then  read  his  bill,  and  fliewed  its  con- 
formity to  its  model,  fuppofing  Great  Britain 
to  (land  in  the  place  of  the  fovereign,  and 
America  in  that  of  the  fubjecl.  The  circum- 
ftances  were  not  indeed  in  every  refpeci  exactly 
parallel,  but  fufficiently  fo  to  juftify  his  follow- 
ing an  example  that  gave  fatisfaetion  and  fecu- 
rity  on  the  fubjecl;  of  taxes,  and  left  all  other 
rights  and  powers  exactly  as  they  flood  before 
the  arrangement. 

At  fir  ft  he  intended  to  propofe  the  repeal  of 
the  declaratory  aer,  but  found  it  impoffible, 
without  making  the  legiilature  accufe  itfelf  of 
uttering  falfe  propofitions,  and  advancing 
groundlefs  claims :  it  would  be  a  denial  of 
legiflative  power,  as  extenfive  as  the  affirma- 
tion. To  repeal  all  the  acts  fince  1763  was 
impoffible,  without  ruining  the  whole  fyftem 
of  trade  laws,  and  fome  which  were  extremely 
beneficial  to  America.  All  thofe  which  leaned 
on  the  colonies,  and  were  the  caufe  or  confe- 
quence of  our  quarrel,  Humid  be  repealed ; 
and  the  bill  authorized  a  negotiation  for  fet- 
tling all  inferior  matters  to  mutual  advantage. 
The  congrefs  did  not  require  this  fweeping 
repeal  as  a  preliminary  to  peace ;  but  even  if 
it  had,  he  did  not  conceive  that  men  treat- 
ing of  peace  mult  perfevere  in  demanding 
every  thing  they  claimed  in  the  height  of  the 
quarrel.  The  caufe  of  the  d  illinium  was  tax- 
ation j  that  once  removed,  the  reft  would  not 
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be  difficult;  and  he  was  confident,  both  from 
the  nature  of  the  queftion,  and  from  informa- 
tion which  did  not  ufe  to  fail  him,  that  this 
bill  would  reftore  immediate  peace ;  and  as 
much  obedience  as  could  be  expected  after  fa 
rude  a  mock  had  been  given  to  government, 
and  after  fo  long  a  continuance  of  public  dif- 
turbiinces. 

This  propofition  occafioned  a  long  debate, 
in  which  the  principal  fpeakers  on  both  fides 
engaged,  with  their  utmoft  fpirit  and  ability. 
The  chief  opponent  to  Burke,  whofe  arguments 
are  preferved,  was  governor Pownall.  Following 
the  mover  in  his  divifion  of  the  fubjecl,  he  ex- 
pofed  many  fallacies  in  his  reafoning,  and 
many  errors  in  his  ftatements.  He  gave,  as  an 
analyfis  of  Burke's  theory,  that  Great  Britain 
muft  either  change  the  fentiments  of  the  Ame- 
ricans  by  negotiation,  or  fubdue  the  rifing 
fpirit;  the  rifing  fpirit  was  not  to  be  fubdued, 
and  while  war  lafted,  it  was  not  to  be  changed 
by  negotiation:  parliament  muft,  therefore, 
previously  make  concefhons,  difavow  their  de- 
clarations, repeal  their  acts,  fue  for  peace,  and 
the  Americans  might  grant  it.  By  this  plan 
the  unfufpecting  confidence  of  the  colonies 
muft  be  regained  by  removing  the  ground  of 
the  difference.  Even  fuch  a  project  was  not 
recommended  by  experience  :  "  when  the 
'  ftamp  acl  was  repealed,  the  mover  fays,  the 
"  Americans  refigned  themfelves  to  their  for- 
ii  mer  unfufpecting  confidence  ;"  the  declara- 
tion of  congrefs  exprefsly  contradicts  the  af- 
jertion  :  "  After  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  act," 
they  fay,  "having  again  refigned  ourfelves  to 
"  our  ancient  unfufpicious  atreclions  for  the 
"  parent  ftate,  and  anxious  to  avoid  any  con-» 
"  trovcrfy  with  her,  in  hopes  of  a  favourable 
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"  alteration  in  fentiments  and  meafures  towards  chap. 
"  us,  we  did  not  prefs  our  objections  again  ft  3^^iS* 
"  the  above-mentioned   ftatutes    made   fubfe-     »77S« 
"  quent  to  the  repeal."     Among-  thefe  were  the 
declaratory  acl,  and  the  acl;  for  impofing  other 
duties  in  lieu  of  that  which  was  retracted. 

Governor  Pownall  then  entered  into  a 
detail  of  the  various  acts,  which,  from  the 
twenty-fifth  year  of  Charles  II.  had  laid 
duties  on  the  colonies  for  the  purpofe  of 
raifino-  a  revenue  for  England  :  he  ihewed  that 
the  Americans  required  a  repeal  of  thefe,  as 
well  as  of  the  fubfequent  aels,  and  that  they 
neither  Avere,  nor  could  be  content  with  what 
was  done  in  1766.  Burke's  proportion  there- 
fore did  not  go  back  fo  far  as  congrefs  de- 
manded, not  even  fo  far  as  the  vear  1763: 
the  declaratory  acl:  and  the  revenue  act  were 
left  unrepealed,  while  congrefs  ftated  their 
abhorrence  of  the  former  law,  demanding 
what  was  to  defend  them  again  ft  fo  enormous, 
fo  unlimited  a  power.  This  fault  in  the  plan 
arofe  from  the  propofer's  partiality  to  his  own 
friends,  under  whofe  aufpices  the  obnoxious 
acls  were  palled.  The  Americans  would  not 
be  fo  fatislied ;  for  when  they  limited  their 
prefent  demands  to  the  infringements  of  their 
rights  fince  the  year  1763,  they  carefully  re- 
fer ved  the  further  confideration  of  the  general 
ftate  of  American  claims  to  a  future  da  v.  The 
governor  was  adverfe  to  all  partial  conccffions 
and  repeals,  which  could  produce  nothing  but 
an  cndlefs  fuccefiion  of  quarrels  and  tempo- 
rary reconciliations.  The  bill  itfelf,  although 
grounded  on  the  complaints  of  American 
grievances,  did  not  afford  the  rcdrels  and  re* 
niedv:  it  went  only  to  the  vear  1766,  but  to 
be  real  and  efficient,  it  mult  be  extended  to 
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chap.  167-2.  "  The}'  complain,"  he  faid,  "  of  the  ad- 
xxvii.  »  miralty  iurifdiciion :  now  that  is  as  old  as 
1775.  "the  act  of  navigation.  By  that  acl  mips  navi- 
gated contrarv  to  law  were  to  be  feized,  and 
might  be  brought  to  the  court  of  admiralty 
in  England,  011  the  exprefs  principle,  that 
there  ihould  be  no  party  juries.  For  the 
eafe,  and  not  the  aggrieving  of  the  fubjeel, 
courts  of  admiralty  were  afterwards  eftabliih- 
ed  in  the  colonies,  and  all  this  fyftem  ftood 
:  eftablifhed  before  1764.  To  my  argument 
"  it  is  nothing  how  far  this  is  right  or  wrong, 
grievous  or  other  wife ;  but  the  Americans 
complain  of  it ;  and  if  the  bill  which  is  to 
afford  redrefs,  and  concede  to  their  com- 
plaints, muft  be  effectual,  in  order  to  gain 
their  confidence,  this  bill  does  not  go  far 
enough  :  there  are  others  willing  to  go  fur- 
ther." 
He  then  moved  the  previous  queftion,  which 
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n  210  to  105.  In  the  courfe  of  tliis  debate,  Sir  George  Savile, 
with  confiderable  pleafantry,  fuppofed  the  houfe  of  commons  the 
American  congrefs,  and  afligned  to  the  principal  perfons  the  cha- 
racters of  the  leading  Americans.  "  The  learned  gentleman,  Mr. 
<«  Wedderburne,  for  his  quiet  and  temperate  character,  fpirit  of 
**  moderation,  deep  philofophy,  love  of  liberty  and  his  country, 
"  I  will  fupp'ofe  is  Dr.  Franklin.  I  have  fixed  upon  him,  befides, 
"  as  his  particular  friend.  His  neighbour,  lord  George  Germaine, 
*f  is  general  Putnam.  His  next  neighbour,  lord  North,  Mr. 
"  Adams.  And  there  is  a  gentleman,  I  can  fuppofe  to  be  Mr. 
u  Hancock — I  beg  your  pardon  Mr.  Speaker,  (bowing  to  the 
"  fpeaker)  you  ate  Mr.  Hancock.  Now  I  will  fuppofe  all  thefe 
"  great  men  got  together ;  and  our  Dr.  Franklin  to  take  up  the 
"  defence  of  the  colonies  with  ajl  that  wit  and  eloquence  of  which 
'*  he  is  mailer.  I  will  only  fuggeft  the  topics  upon  which  he  would 
"  talk.'"  He  then  put  all  the  ttronge.ft  words  and  arguments  in 
defence  of  America,  into  the  mouth  of  this  fuppofed  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  went  on  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  other  imaginary  per- 
fons. Fox,  with  great  wit  and  re;.dinefs,_gave  a  defcription  of 
the  treafury-bench,  beginning  with  Mr.  Ellis,  and  ending  with 
Mr.  Cornwall,  by  a  fin'gle  epithet,  happily  marking  the  cha- 
racters of  each  with  fine  lathe,  and  without  breach  of  decorum. 
And  Wedderburne,  in  anfwef  to  an  obfei  vation  of  Burke,  on  the 
3  conduft 
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Mu.  Hartley  renewed  his  conciliatory  ef-    chap.' 
forts,   apologizing  for  his  perfeverance  hy  ad-    ^JVIL 
verting  to  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  upon      1775. 
which  not  only  the  fate  of  our  own  times,  but  Hardens 
of  all  future  ages,  both   in  this  country  and  propofi- 
America,  would  depend.      He  took  the  ground  non8« 
of  his  proportion  for  pacification  from  the  pe- 
tition of  congrefs,  which  he  characterized  as 
moft  dutiful  and  affectionate,   humbly  fuppli- 
catinc;  the  kinsr   to  become  the  mediator  of 
peace   between   them   and  their   parent   ftatc. 
Lord  North,  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffion, 
having   exprefled   an  ardent  wiih  that  affairs 
were  in  the  lame  ftateas  in  the  year  1 763;  Mr. 
Hartley  would  unite  with  him  on  thofe  terms ; 
for  although  he  confidered  the  miniitry  at  all 
times  aggreffois,  he  thought  it  not  unreafon- 
able  to  expect  from  America  fome  concefhon  to 
the  national  honour.     The  Americans  had  of- 
fered  to   make   anv   reafonable    facrificc ;    he 
would  embrace  the  fuggeftion,   and  as  a  han- 
kering after  revenue  iiill  lurked  in  the  minif- 
ter's  heart,  he  might  alio  obtain  a  revenue  it' he 
would  receive  it  in  a  conititutional  wav.    Even 
fuppofmgthat  a  right  to  tax  America  could  be 
proved,  juftice,  which  is  fuperior  to  all  rights, 
would  require  its  dereliction.     It  is  the  prero- 
gative of  the  commons  of  England  to  give  and 
grant  by  their  own  reprefentatives ;  the  com- 
mons of  Ireland  poffefs   the  fame  prerogative; 
which  has  always  been  equally  enjoyed  by  the 
commons  of  America.     Had  the  reverie  been 
true;   had  the  right   of  taxing    tinreprefented 
America    been   undifputed,    and  the  exercife 
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chap,  cufromary  and  notorious  ;  yet,  confideiing  the 
xxvn.  oppreffion  and  grievances  of  unreprefented  tax- 
»77s-  ation,  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  parlia- 
ment to  rectify  the  conftitution  of  America  by 
the  Britiih  model.  If  adminiftration  were  fin- 
cere  in  the  defire  for  peace;  he  would  offer 
terms  of  accommodation  by  which,  if  the  Ame- 
ricans were  replaced  in  the  fame  poiition  as  in 
1763,  they  mould  give  full  fatisfaftion  on  the 
point  of  honour,  and  an  effectual,  not  mere 
verbal  recognition  of  the  authority  of  the  mo- 
ther-country  as  it  then  was.  The  teft  mould 
be,  the  regiftering,  by  the  alTembly  of  each  pro- 
vince, of  fome  act.  of  parliament  on  principles 
of  juftice,  and  fuch  as  the  colonies  would  in 
1763  have  received  with  a  filent  and  thankful 
compliance. 

His  motions  were,  firfr,  for  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms  during  the  treaty  of  pacification ;  fecond, 
for  a  reftoration  of  the  lesiflature  of  Malfachuf- 
fet's  B&y,  according  to  the  charter;  third,  for 
a  bill  to  eftablifh  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  in 
criminal  cafes  to  all  Haves  in  North  America, 
and  to  requeft  the  regiftering  of  that  act  by 
the  afjemblies  in  each  colony.  This  was  the 
propofed  tell.  Fourth,  for  a  bill  to  reftore 
the  Americans  to  the  poiition  in  which  they 
were  in  1763;  and  fifth,  for  a  free  pardon,  in- 
fcejeaed.  demnity,  and  oblivion.  They  were  all  ne- 
gatived.0 

These  motions  appear  to  contain  fome  good 
principles  of  conciliation,  if  conciliation  was 
indeed  poilible :  the  arguments  againft  them 
are  not  preferved.  Lord  North  objected  to  the 
attempt  as  unfeafonablej  till  experiment  had 
been  made  of  a  meafure  of  fuch  vail  extent  as 
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the  prohibitory  bill,  which   was  then    palling  chap. 
through  the  houfe.  2JZIS*j 

This  meafure  was  introduced  by  the  minif-      1775. 
ter  himfelf,  for  the  purpofe  of  terminating  all  b°jiV01ot" 
intereourfe  with  the  colonies  during  the  rebel-  prohibiting 
lion,    repealing  the  Bofton  port  and  reftrain-  co,]imer- 

7  i.  o  #  i  ciulin  ter- 

ing  acts,  and  enabling  the  king  to  appoint  conrfewith 
commiffioners,  and  iflue  proclamations  in  cer-  America. 
tain  cafes.  He  explained  the  neceffity  of  re- 
ftrainins:  the  American  trade  during  the  rebel- 
lion,  and  the  juftice  of  immediately  removing 
the  restraint  from  any  colony  wherein  it  might 
ceafe ;  the  Bofton  port  act,  and  other  acts  of 
laft  year,  being  framed  on  other  grounds  and 
for  other  purpofes,  would  impede  this  opera- 
tion ;  the  retraining  acts  were  civil  coercions 
againft  civil  crimes;  but  in  a  itate  of  war,  the 
provifions  were  ineffectual,  and  others  became 
necelfary :  thofe  he  now  propofed  would  be 
ufed  in  war  with  any  country  ;  but  were  fram- 
ed under  provilbs  facilitating  the  approach  of 
peace.  The  charter  acts  could  not  be  repealed 
while  the  Americans  denied  the  right  of  mak- 
ing them:  the  bill  for  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  there  was  no  occaiion  to  repeal,  becaufe 
the  country  being  in  actual  war,  martial  law 
took  place,  and  there  were  no  courts  in  which 
it  could  operate.  He  fhould  alio  be  ready 
to  repeal  the  tea  duty  on  the  fame  grounds;  that 
he  would  fufpend  every  exercife  of  the  right 
of  taxation,  if  the  colonics  themfelves  would 
point  out  any  mode  by  which  they  would  bear 
their  (hare  of  the  burden,  and  give  their  aid  to 
the  common  defence.  The  claufe  refpecting 
the  commiflioners  meant,  betides  the  granting: 
of  pardons,  that  they  iliould  inquire  into  any 
material  change  of  circumftances  in  the  colo- 
nies; remedy  real   grievances   or  opprcfiions ; 

and 
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chap,  and  if  any  part,  or  a  whole  colony,  returned  to 
^VJ,t    a  ProPer  ftate  °f  obedience,  declare  that  colony 
1775-      or  part  to  be  in  peace,  upon  which  the  reftric- 
tions  in  the  prefent  bill  were  to  ceafe. 

In  vindication  of  his  own  conduct,  lord 
North  obferved,  the  difpute  about  taxation, 
was  begun  and  prepared  before  he  engaged  in  it 
as  a  minifter,  hcembracedit  when  the  colonies, 
being  already  taxed,  difputed  a  right,  which 
the  country  had  determined  not  to  furrender. 
If  the  colonies,  by  appealing  to  arms,  had  made 
war  the  medium,  although  peace  was  the  only 
point  he  ever  retained  in  view,  he  muft  purfue 
it  through  that  medium.  To  thefe  principles 
he  declared  his  ftedfaft  adherence. 

Fox  decried  the  proportion  as  tending  to 
deftroy  all  trade  with  America,  and  accufed  the 
minifter  of  defigning  to  ruin  the  manufacrurers- 
in  order  to  induce  them  to  inlift  in  the  army, 
which  could  no  otherwife  be  recruited.  He 
moved  as  an  amendment  to  omit  the  whole  of 
lord  North's  proportion,  except  what  related  to 
the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  laws. 

During  this  debate  the  nature  of  civil  wars, 
and  the  propriety  of  active  exertion  in  military 
commanders,  when  their  opinions  were  re- 
pugnant to  the  fervice,  was  brought  into  dif- 
cufiion.  Lord  Howe  declared  he  did  not  con- 
ceive any  ftruggle  fo  painful,  as  that  between 
duties  as  an  officer,  and  as  a  man.  If  left  to 
his  choice,  he  certainly  mould  decline  to  ferve, 
but  if  commanded,  it  was  his  duty,  and  he 
iliould  not  refufe  to  obey. 

General  Conway  urged  the  difference 
between  a  foreign  war,  where  the  whole  com- 
munity was  involved,  and  a  domeftic  war  on 
points  of  civil  contention,  wherein  the  com- 
munity was  divided.  In  the  firft  cafe,  no  offi- 
cer 
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cer oueht  to  call  in  queftion  the  juftice  of  his   chap. 
country:  in  die  latter,  a  military  man,  before    ?"v^ 
he  drew  his   (word  againil  his  feilow-fub  jeers,      I77S, 
ought  to  examine  his  confeience,  whether  the 
caufe  was  juft. 

Tiil'ri.ow,  with  becoming- indignation,  de- 
cried thefe  fentiments.  Let  the  honourable 
gentleman,  he  faid,  juftify  his  confeience,  to 
himfelfj  but  not  hold  it  out  as  a  point  of  doc- 
trine to  be  taken  up  in  a  quarter,  and  line  of 
fervice,  where  his  opinions  might  be  fuppofed  to 
have  great  influence;  for  if  once  eltablifhed  as 
doctrine,  they  muit  tend  to  a  diliblution  of  go- 
vernment-  Lord  North's  proportion,  he  con- 
tended, retained  the  habitual  exercife  of  taxa- 
tion, and  left  an  opening  to  America,  of  a  per- 
miflion  to  raife  her  lhare  of  fupply  towards  the 
common  defence,  by  granting  it  in  her  own 
afTemblies,  and  giving  it  in  her  own  way.  On 
this  principle  he  was  willing  to  coincide,  in  any 
meaiure  that  might  afford  ground  for  concilia- 
tion ;  yet  he  thought  the  only  Aire  and  per 
manent  bafis  would  be  a  definition  of  the  rela- 
tion between  the  mother-country  and  her  coio- 
nies.  lie  added,  that  as  attorney-general,  he 
had  a  right,  by  writ  of  fcire  facias,  to  let  aiide 
every  charter  in  America:  but  in  our  prefent 
fituation  inch  a  procefs  would  be  juftly  the  ob- 
ject of  ridicule,  for  the  conducl  of  America  was 
not  a  matter  for  judicial,  but  parliamentary 
animadverfion. 

Fox's  amendment  was  rejected.' 

Tins  law  was  vehemently  oppofed  during  its  ifttonth 
whole  progrefs  :  it  was  decried  as  a  formal  ab-  Pec* 
dicatjon  of  the  government  of  the  colonies,  and 
termed  a  bill  for  more  effectually  carrying  into 

p  192  to  6<j„ 

vol.  11,  z  execution 
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chap,  execution  the  refolves  of  congrefs.q     Petition* 
^yJ^    were  prefentecl  by  the  Weft  India  merchants, 
1775.      and  couniel  heard ;  an  attempt  was  made  to 
exclude  the  province  of  Georgia  from  its  opera- 
tion, and  feveral  amendments  were  tendered 
in  the  committee.     Oppolition  was  carried  to 
the  extreme  of  political  violence  and  perfonal 
altercation  ;  but  at  length  the  bill  palled  with- 
out alteration/ 
Debated  in       In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  conteft  was  not  lefs 
the  houie     violent  and  acrimonious.     On  the  fecond  read- 

at  lords.        .  .  _  ■ 

15th  Dec  mg,  much  or  the  debate  turned  on  the  allega- 
tion in  the  preamble,  that  the  Americans  were 
in  rebellion.  The  peers  in  oppolition  contend- 
ed, that  they  had  been  forced  to  take  up  arms 
in  defence  of  their  property,  which  feveral  acts 
of  the  legiflature  had  attempted  unjuftly  to 
wreft  from  their  hands;  thev  were  refilling  ads 
of  violence  and  injultice,  acts  oppreffive,  cruel, 
and  tyrannic,  qonfequently  fuch  rehftance  was 
neither  treafon  nor  rebellion,  but,  in  every  poli- 
tical and  moral  fenfe,  perfectly  juiliiiable. 

This  manner  of  ipeaking  was  vehemently 
cenfured  by  lord  Lyttleton,  who,  in  the  phrafe 
of  Cicero,  ftyled  it  immoderata  licentia  con* 
clonis ;  and  the  earl  of  Denbigh  innfted,  that, 
by  the  laws  and  conitilittion  of  this  realm,  any 
other  treasonable  expreffion  might  be  as  well 
juitifietl,  under  the  claim  of  exercifmg  the  pri- 
vilege offpeech,  as  the' ailertion  that  Ameri- 
ca was  not  in  rebellion,  or  that  reliftance  to 
the  acts  of  a  Britifh  parliament  is  no  more  than 
refinance  to  the  molt  wanton  act  of  tyranny 
and  opprefiion.  Thole  who  defend  rebellion 
he  faid,  are  themfelvcs  little  better  than  rebels  ; 

I  Hiftory  of  lord  North's  Administration,  p.  2-20. 
*  The  final  divifion  was  m  to  id. 

and 


GEORGE     III.  339 

and  there  is  no  great  difference  between  the  chap. 
traitor  and  him  who  openly  or  privately  abets  ^J^V 
treafon.  1775- 

A  protest,  figned  by  eight  peers,  was  en-  Protat. 
tered  on  the  journals  a  gain  ft  committing  the 
bill.5 

During  its  further  progreis  feveral  amend- 
ments Mere  made ;  delay  was  attempted,  and 
a  petition  prefented  from  the  merchants  of 
Briftol,  requeuing  a  fufpenfion  of  its  opera- 
tions for  two  months  ;  but  without  effect. 

On  the  laft  reading,   lord  Matnsfield  defend-  20th  Dec. 
ed  the  meafure  in  all  its  parts,  and  the  conduct 
of   government  towards   America  in  general. 
Jle  always  was  of  opinion,   that  the  people  of 
America  were  as  much  bound  to  obey  the  acts 
of  the  Britifh  parliament,   as   the  inhabitants 
of  London  and   Middlefex  :  and  thought  thai; 
ever  (ince  the  peace  of  Paris,  the  northern  co- 
lonics were  meditating  independency.     "  They 
"  have  laid  fo  in  a  publication  of  the  conti- 
"  nental  congrefs,  wherein  they  thank  provi- 
■'  dence  for  infpiring  their  enemies  with  the 
(f  refolution   of  not  attempting  to  carry  their 
"  fchemes  of  dominion  into  execution,  tillthev 
"  had  arrived  at  a  «»to\\  tli  and  ii  length  fufficient 
"  to  refill   them,      Whatever  might   be  their 
"  withes  before  that  time,  then1  fituation  render* 
':  ed  it  impracticable,  becaufe  Great   Britain 
"  alone  could  protect  them  againft  the  pov.ei 
"  of  France,  to  which  their  whole  frontier  lay 
"  expofed.     But  allowing  all   their  profeffions 
M  genuine,  their  inclinations,  thofc  of  duty  and 
"  refpeet  towards  this  country,  that  they  entered 
■'  into  the   prefent  rebellion  through  the  in- 
"  trigues  and  arts  of  a  few  factious  and  ambi- 

1  This  divifion  was  7S  to  19, 

3  ','  tJQUS 
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chap.   "  tious  men,  or  thofe  who  ultimately  direeled 

i^S    "  them  ;  that  the  ftamp  acl  was  wrong,  that 

>775-      "  the  declaratory  law  might  atlert  the  fupre- 

macy  over  that  country,  hut  it  ought  never 

to  he   exdfrcifed,   nor  amount  to  more  than 

fuch   a  jiower  as    his  majefty   claims   over 

France,  a  mere  nominal  dominion;  that  no 

troops  mould  he  lent  even  to   defend    the 

Americans,  without   their   own  permiffion ; 

;  that  the  Admiralty  courts  iliould  never  he 

made  to  extend  there,  though  by  the  trial  by 

jury,  the  parties  themfelves  would  be  judges; 

"  that  offenders  againft  the  laws  and  authoritv 
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of  this  country  Ihould  be  tried  for  offences 
by  perlbns  who  themfelves  were  ready  to  de- 
clare they  did  not  think  the  charges  crimi- 
nal;  that  no  reftraints  ihould  be  laid  upon 
their  trade,  though  that  great  bulwark  of  the 
riches  and  commerce  of  this  country,  the  a6t 
of  navigation,  depended  on  fuch  reftricrions; 
that  every  meafure  hitherto  taken  to  enforce 
fubmifiion  to  parliamentary  authority,  was 
cruel  and  unjuft,  that  every  miniftry  hail 
been  tyrannic  and  oppreilive,  and  the  laft 
worft  of  all ;  yet  admitting  all  this  to  be  true, 
was  Great  Britain  to  reft  inactive,  till  America 
thought  proper  to  begin  the  attack,  and  gain- 
ed ftrength  to  do  it  with  effect  ?  We  are  now 
in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  we  muft  either  fight 
or  be  purfued.  A  Swedifh  general,  in  the 
reign  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  pointing  to  the 
approaching  enemy,  faid  to  his  troops,  '  My 
lads,  you  fee  thole  men,  if  you  do  not  kill 
them,  they  will  kill  you.'  The  lame  lenti- 
ment  is  applicable  to  the  prefent  cafe.  It  we. 
do  not  get  the  better  of  America,  America 
will  get  the  better  of  us.  They  have  begun 
to  raiie  a  navy  ;  trade  will  beget  opulence, 

"  and 
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*  and  they  will  be  enabled  to  hire  fhips  from  chap. 
"  foreign  powers.  It  is  faid  the  prefent  war  is  ^SL 
"  only  defenfive  on  the  part  of  America.  Is  »775« 
:  the  attack  on  Canada,  or  the  attempt  at 
Halifax,  a  defenfive  war  ?  Is  the  prohibiting 
all  trade  and  commerce  with  every  other  part 
of  the  Britifh  dominions,  even  with  Ireland, 
"  for  which  they  exprefs  Inch  friendly  fenti- 
"  ments  ;  is  ftarving  the  fugar  iflands,  acting  on 
"  the  defenfive  ?  No ;  though  thole  people 
"  never  offended,  noropprdfed  us,  we  will  dif- 
"  trefs  them,  fay  the}',  becaufe  that  will  be 
:  diftrefhng  of  Great  Britain.  Are  we,  in  the 
midft  of  all  outrages,  of  hoftility,  of  feizing 
ourihips,  entering  our  provinces  at  the  head 
of  numerous  armies,  and  feizing  our  forts,  to 
Hand  idle,  becaufe  we  are  told  this  is  an  un- 
juft  war,  and  wait  till  they  have  brought  their 
arms  to  our  very  doors  ?  The  juftice  of  the 
il  caufe  muft  give  way  to  our  prelent  lituatioii ; 
and  the  confequences  which  muft  enfue, 
mould  we  recede,  would,  nay  mult,  be  infi- 
ll itelv  worfe  than  anv  we  have  to  dread  by 
"  purfuing  tlie  prefent  plan,  or  agreeing  to 
"  a  filial  feparation." 

The   bill   palled   without  a  divifion.      Mr.  21ft  Dec. 
Hartley   vainly  attempted  to   procure  its  re- 
jection, when  returned  in  an  amended  ftate  to 
the  commons:  and  both  houfes  adjourned  for  2*ft Scud. 
the  Chrifhnas  recefs.1  Recefs. 

During   the  fellion.  feveral  changes  took  Changes  in 
place    in    the   adminiftration.      The   duke  of  ;?™;niftu* 
Grafton  appears  to   have  been  always  difpofed 
to  repeal  the  American  tea  duty,"  although  he 

1  In  a  fubfequent  period  of  the  ft-fl'ton,  fomc  ftippofcd  pai tinlitics 
and  imputed  frauds  in  carrying  this  aft  into  effect,  gave  rile  to  corn- 
el tints,  which  were  inveitigated  in  parliament ;  a  committee  wafl 
formed,  evidence  lieard,  and  animated  debates  maintained  in  both 
houfes  • 

>»  See  Fox's  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  coinmor*.  :otli  Dec.  1775. 

z  2  continued 
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chap,   continued  in  ad  mini  fixation  when  that  meafurc 
,SSI/    wajs  rejected.     On  the  nrft  day  of  the  feflionj 
1775.      he  feized  the   opportunity  of  claiming  popu- 
4th Nov.     jarity   by   oppofing    the    addrefs;    in  "a  ihort 
period  he  reiigned  the  privy  leal,   and  became 
an    active    member   of  oppofition.       General 
Conwav  alio  abandoned   the  caufe  of  admi- 
niftration,   but  was  not  removed  from  the  go* 
jothNov.   vernment  of  Jerfey.     The  earl  of  Dartmouth 
Ge'o^e       received  the  privy  feal,  and  lord  George  Ger- 
Germaine,  maine,  uncle  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet,  iuccced- 
ftcretary  of  ed  to  the  fecretarylhip  of  the  American  depart* 
America.    mcnt-      This  nobleman,  defcended  from   the 
His  cha-     illuflrious  race  of  Sackville,  dukes  of  Dorfet, 
raaer.        fUpp0rted  the  itamp  act  under  Mr.  Grenvi lie's 
adminiftration.      His  perfon   tall   and    digni- 
fied, added  force  to  a  manly  elocution :    his 
harangues    were    rather    argumentative    than 
florid  :  without  reforting  to  the  artificial  graces 
of  oratory,  he  addrelfed  the  judgment .;  con* 
ftatrtly  confining  himfelf  to  the  fubject  under 
debate,  he  was   concife ;  and  as  he  never  role 
to  fpeak  but  upon  a  weighty  queftion,  he  was 
heard  with  attention,  and  fpoke  with  effect. 
By  him  the  operations  of  the  war  are  fuppofed 
to   have  been  general !y   planned,  and  to  him 
their  fuperin  tendency   was  principally  intrud- 
ed.w      But  the  great  talents  of  this  able  mi- 
nifter  were  counteracted  by  the  unpopularity 
of  his  name,  and  the  ftigma,  whether  juft  or 
nnjuir.,    affixed  to  his  military   character.     It 
is  almofi  unneceffary   to    remind  the  reader, 
that  lord  George   Sackville,    who  had  taken 
the  name  of   Germaine,  'having  in  the  pre- 
ceding reign,  after  the  battle  of  Minden,  de- 
manded a   court-martial   to    inquire   into   his 
conduct,  was  declared  incapable  of  any  mili- 

w  Hiftory  of  lord  Ncrth's  AdmimftraUon,  p.  4*2. 
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tary  employment.    This  fentence  was  enforced,   chap. 
even  with  afperity  ;  and  when  it  was  confirmed   2^^ 
by  his  majefty,  a  fevcre  ftigma  was  added,  and      »775« 
commanded  to  be  given  out  in  public  orders  ; 
and  the  fame  day  his  majefty  in  council  ordered 
the  name  of  lord  George  Sackville  to  be  (truck 
out  of  the  lift  of  privy-councillors.     By  the 
Rockingham  adminiftration,    he  was  reftored 
to  his  feat  at  the  council  board,  and  appointed 
joint  vice-treafurer  of  Ireland.     Without  en- 
tering into  the  merits  of  the  queftion  relat- 
ing his  difgrace,  his  appointment  to  his  new 
office  was  undoubtedly  very  unpopular.      Lord 
George   pofleffed   great  dignity  of  mind,  and 
ftcrling  fenfe ;  his  manners  were  rather  diltant 
than  attractive;  he  was  a  fevere  check  on  thofe 
who    fuffered    a    lavifli    expenditure    through 
neglect,   or  to  gratify  dependents,  or  with  a 
view  to  power,  popularity,  or  ambition. 

The   earl   of  Rochford  retiring   about  the  lothNov. 
fame   time,  was   fucceeded   by   lord    vifcount  c^ges, 
Weymouth,  who  thus  relumed  the   office  he 
vacated  at  the  time  of  the  difpute  relative  to 
Falkland's   lfland.     Lord  Lvttieton,  who,  on  17th  Nov. 
the  firft  day  of  the  feilion,  had  oppofed  the 
addrefs,   was  gratified  with  a  feat  at  the  coun- 
cil   board,   and  the  office  of  chief  juftice   in 
Eyre  beyond  Trent.     Adminiftration  gained,  or 
rather,  for  a   time,  fixed  on  their  fide  a  florid, 
ready,  and  eloquent  fpeakcr ;  but  the  reproach 
of  verfatility,  often    repeated,    prevented    the 
beneficial  effects  of  his  exertions. 

The   efforts    of  oppolition,   though   unfuc-  Defpon- 
cefsful  in  parliament,  threw  a  gloom,  approach-  adSuira. 
ing  to   defpondency,    over  the  miniftry  :    the  tion. 
affairs  of  America  became  daily  more  perplexed 
and  unpromifing,  and  the  probability  that  the 
caufe  of  congrefs  would  become  more  gene- 

z  -l  rally 
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chap,  rally  popular,    indicated    a  ncceffity   for   in- 
creating  energy.     Treaties  were  concluded  with 


'775'  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  fome  other  con- 
tinental princes,  for  troops ;  but  the  emprefs 
of  Rufiia,  whofe  afliftance  was  expecled,  and  in 
a  certain  degree  promifed,"  refilled  to  permit 
her  forces  to  be  engaged  in  a  foreign  fervice 

©    o  © 

as  mere  mercenaries  ;  and  though  me  full  con- 
tinued on  the  moft  amicable  terms  with  Great 
Britain,  and  held  out  a  profpecl  of  future  co- 
operation, no  immediate  ailiftance  could  be 
obtained/ 

*  See  Gibbon's  Mifcellaneous  Works,  v.  i.  p.  495.  497. 

y  From  private  information.    Alfo  feeCEuvres  du  Roi  de  Pruffe, 
torn,  iv.  p.  79 i* 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTi'-EIGHTH: 

1773  —  1776. 

State  of  Ireland.  —  Effect  of  the  American 
conteft.  —  Money  bill  rejected.  —  Contract 
refpecting  troops.  —  Debated  in  the  Britijh 
parliament. — Debate  on  the  treaties  with 
German  princes.  —  In  the  houfe  of  lords.  — 
Motion  by  the  duke  of  Richmond.  —  Debate 
on  the  army  extraordinaries. —  The  duke  of 
Grafton  s  conciliatory  propojition.  —  Mr, 
Hartley  s  proportion  to  place  America  on 
the  fame  footing  as  Ireland.  —  Sawbridge's 
motion  for  that  purpoje.  — Fop's  motion  for 
a  committee  of  inquiry.  —  Mifcellaneom 
tranfactions.  —  Wilkes's  motion  for  a  reform 
of  parliament.  —  Trial  of  the  duchefs  of 
King/ion.  —  Motion  for  inspecting  the 
powers  of  commifjioners.  —  Again  ft  proro- 
gation. —  Kings  fpeech  on  terminating  the 
feffion.  —  View  of  the  conduct  and  politics  of 
foreign  poicers.  —  France.  —  Spain.  —  Auf- 
tria. — P  raffia. —  State  of  the  prefs  in  Eng- 
land.—  Dr.  Price^s  publication.  —  Its  ef- 
fects.—  Re-eft ab iijhment  of  tranquillity  in 
the  city. 

Ireland  fliared  in  the  fenfations  excited  by  chap. 
the  American   difpute,  and  during  the  0:0-   xxviil 
vernment  of  lord  Harcourt,  ftrong  parties  were     i775. 
formed,  and  great  exertions  growing  to  matu-  ^£°J 
rity.     The  public  was  frequently  alarmed  by 
accounts  of  the  defection  of  manufacturers,  the 
migration  of  labourers,  and  the  fuccefsful  oper- 
ations of  rioters,  but  for  feveral  years  no  im- 
portant tranlUction  occurred. 

As 
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chap.  As  the  American  conteft.  advanced,  the  par- 

■HJJIJ*  liament  of  Ireland,  and  the  people  of  Dublin, 

1775-  beo-an  again  to  embarrafs  government  with  op- 

Meet  or  portion  and  cabals.     The  dilfenters  were  active 

the  Amen-   r  . 

canconteft.  and  violent;3  and  the  guild  or  merchants  of 
the  metropolis,  betides  their  addrefs  of  thanks 
to  lord  Effingham  on  his  rcfignation,  voted  a 
fimilar  compliment  to  thofe  peers,  who,    "  In 
"  fupport  of  the  confutation,  and  in  oppofi- 
"  tion  to  a  weak  and  wicked  adminiftration, 
"  protefted  againft   the  American   reftraiiring 
•    bills.'       The    Sheriffs   and  common-council 
were  alio  defirous  of  imitating  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, by  transmitting  petitions  againft  the  mea- 
hires  relating  to  America,   but  were  reftrained 
-„%\h  Aug.  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen.     Indignant 
*775'         at  this  impediment,  they  declared  their  anxiety 
to  preferve  their  names  from  the  odium  which 
all  pofterity  muft  attach  to  thofe  who  promoted 
the  acls  carrying  on  in  America,  their  grief  for 
the  injured  inhabitants  of  that  continent,  and 
their  own  brave  countrymen  fent  on  the  unna- 
tural errand  of  flau  2,hterin2;  their  fellow-fub- 
jetis ;  and  refolved,  that  whoever  refufed  his 
confent  to  a  dutiful  petition  tending  to  unde- 
ceive the  king,  and  by  which  the  effufion  of 
one  drop  of  fubjecl  blood  might  be  prevented, 
was  not  a  friend  to  the  constitution. 
Toth  oa.        The  lord  lieutenant  met  the  parliament  with 
Money  bill  afpeecn  \u  which  he  recapitulated  the  benefits 
lately  derived  from  the   liberality  ot  Britain, 
reprobated  the  rebellious  ■  fpirit  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  recommended  attention  to  the  dif- 

a  Gibbon's  Porthumous  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  496. 

t>  Annual  Regiiter,  1776,  p.  43.  The  addrefs  was  prefented 
tinder  the  corporation  feal,  and  publi/hed  with  the  feveral  anfwers  of 
eaeh  peer. 

i)  charge 
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charge  of  arrears  which  had  been  unavoidably   chap. 
incurred.      A   money  bill  was   prepared    and    JSiH' 
transmitted  to  England,  bat  having  been  al-      *77s- 
tered  in  council,    was  on  its  return  rejected  by 
parliament ;    which  prevented    an   immediate 

fuppiy- 

In  puifuanee  of  the  plan  of  vigorous  opera-  23d  Nov. 
tion  refolved  on   in  the  Britiili  cabinet,  lord  ^Jne^ 
Harcourt  requefted  the  houfe  of  commons  to  troops. 
concur  in  fending  out  of  the  kingdom  four 
thoufand  men,  to   be  taken   into  Britiih  pay, 
and  offering,  if  it  were  the  defire  of  parliament, 
to  replace  them  by  an  equal  number  of  foreign 
proteftant  troops,  as  Joan  as  his  jnqjc/iy  fhould 
be  enabled  Jo  to  do  ;  which    were  alio  to   be 
maintained  without  expence  to  Ireland.     The 
houfe  reluctantly  affented  to  the  required  di- 
minution of  their  national  force,  but  refufed 
the  aid  of  foreigners   in  their  ftead,c  and  the 
oppoiition  unfuccefsfully  endeavoured  to  ob- 
tain an  act  for  embodying  the  militia/ 

This    was   the    firft    important    tranfaction  ,5thFel& 
which  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Britiih  le-  1776. 
giilature,  after  the  recefs.     Mr.  T.  Townfliend,  Jf^jf 
after  expatiating  on  the  privileges  of  parlia-  parliament, 
ment,   which  though  the  undoubted  right  of 
all  the   commons   of  England,   were   but  fe- 
condary  to  that  great  privilege  of  keeping  the 
purfe  of  their  conftituents   from  the  hands  of 
violence,   art,  or  fraud  ;  read  the  proceedings 
of  the   I ri ill  legiilature :  lord  Harcourt's  mef- 
fage,  he  laid,  contained  two  proportions,   both 
binding  on  the  Britiili  parliament,  to  pay  the 
troops  to  be  lent  to   America,  and   to  replace 
them  with   four  thoufand  foreign  proteiiants; 

•  c  The  divifion  on  this  occafion  w:is  106  to  6R. 
d  See  them  "cc.  on  this  fubjec't,  Paniamenty  Rcgiller,  vol. 

a  m,  p.  315. 

twelve 
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chap,  twelve  thoufand  men  were  ftill  to  be  retained 
xxvm.  jn  Irelaiid,  which  was,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be 
1776.  relieved  of  an  annual  burthen  of  eighty  thou- 
land  pounds.  Such  a  proportion  could  only 
originate  in  the  worft  dengris,  or  the  moft  con- 
fummate  folly :  for  the  minifternot  only  engages 
that  the  expence  mail  be  borne  bv  the  Britiih 
parliament;  but,  adding  folly  to  temerity,  pro- 
itiifes  that  ei&ht  thoufand  men  mail  be  taken 
into  pay,  although  no  more  than  four  thoufand 
would  be  in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain.  He 
complained  of  lord  Harcourt's  meffage  as  con- 
trary to  the  privileges  of  the  Engliih  houfe  of 
commons,  derogatory  to  its  honour  and  autho- 
rity; and  moved  for  a  committee  of  inquiry. 

The  debate  was  long  and  animated;  fre- 
quently degenerating  into  per fonalities :  the 
defence  of  lord  Hareourt  was  not  conducted 
on  a  confident  principle  ;  fome  infiited  that  the 
fpeaker  of  the  Iriili  parliament,  had  miftaken 
the  fenfe  of  his  melTage,  which  purported  only, 
that  his  majefty,  if  defired  by  the  Iriili  and 
authorized  by  the  Englifh  parliament,  would 
pay  the  four  thoufand  foreigners.  Others 
argued  that  at  the  time  of  increafmg  the  Iriili 
eftablifhment,  the  kini>-  had  engaged  that  twelve 
thoufand  troops  ihould  always  be  maintained  in 
that  kingdom,  except  in  cafe  of  actual  invafion 
or  rebellion  in  England;  and  the  prcfent  de- 
mand for  troops  not  being  within  thofe  ex- 
ceptions, it  was  necerTary  the  king  mould  be 
abfolved  from  bis  promife  by  thofe  to  whom  it 
was  made.  An  application  to  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain  would  have  been  a  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  promife  to  Ireland. 

Ox  the  other  fide  it  was  contended,  that  tl" 
meffage  was  an  experiment,  to  procure  the  re- 
ception of  foreign  troops,  in  order  to  eftabliih 

a  precede 
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a  precedent,  which  might  be  afterwards  applied  chap. 
to  other  purpofes.  It  was  the  aim  of  adminif-  f^f?™^ 
tration  to  habituate  both  countries  to  certain  177^ 
notions  which  mult  in  the  end  reduce  the  par- 
liament of'  each  to  mere  inftruments,  without 
will  or  independence.  It  was  a  fcheme,  how- 
ever deep,  formed  on  very  iimple  principles, 
and  had  a  direct  tendency  to  veil  in  the  crown 
the  virtual  power  of  taxing  both  countries.  In 
Ireland  the  minifter  was  to  aik  fome  favour ; 
then  England  was  to  be  pledged:  in  England 
Ireland  was  to  be  taxed,  in  order  to  maintain 
the  fupremacy  of  the  Britifh  legiilature.  The 
various  modes  of  defence  were  ridiculed  with 
great  fuccefs  :  no  two  of  the  confidential  Ser- 
vants of  the  crown  agreed  in  a  Angle  fenti- 
ment.  Some  allowed  the  menage  to  import 
what  was  ftated  in  the  complaint;  others  ac- 
ceded to  a  part ;  while  a  third  was  lb  modeft  as 
to  contend,  in  defiance  of  every  rule  of  ra- 
tional and  obvious  conftruetion,  that  the 
melfage  meant  the  very  reverfe  of  its  manifeft 
import. 

In  anfwer  to  an  ihfinuation  by  Dunning,  that 
although  this  famous  meilage  had  been  dif- 
avowed  bv  the  friends  of  adminiftralion  in 
England,  the  lord  lieutenant  would  not  have 
rifqued  fuch  a  meafure  intirely  on  his  own 
judgment ;  lord  North  acknowledged  his  co- 
operation in  giving  general  inftrucTions ;  but 
would  not  charge  his  memory  with  having 
aliiited  in  framing  any  fpecific  authority  on. 
which  it  Mas  founded,  lie  thought  it  how- 
ever perfectly  juftifiablc,  and  was  willing  to 
ihare  in  the  confequences. 

Thuulow  treated  the  motion  as  a  mere  par- 
ty fmiib,  denying  that  the  preamble  to  an  Irilh 
law  was  binding  on  the  parliament  oi   Great 

Britain ; 
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chap.  Britain;  and  lord  George  Germaine,  while 
x^y^;  he  admitted  that  poflibly  the  lord  lieutenant 
»776.  might  have  mifunderftood  or  exceeded  his  in-* 
ftructions;  and  that  the  bargain  was  not  com- 
mendable on  the  ground  of  economy,  contend- 
ed that  the  firft  part  of  the  meffage  only  pro- 
pofed  a  matter  to  the  eonfideratidn  of  the  Irifli 
parliament,  clearly  and  legally  within  the  con- 
stitutional exercife  of  regal  "power.  If  the 
king  bad  not  promifed  to  retain  twelve  thou-* 
fand  men  within  the  kingdom,  he  might,  by 
virtue  of  bis  prerogative,  have  ordered  all  the 
troops  to  any  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions, 
without  application  to  parliament. 

Both   niiniftry   and  opposition  teftified,  in 

ample   and    unequivocal    terms,     the  general 

merits  of  lord  Hafeouft's  administration:  and 

the  motion  for  a  committee   was  negatived,6 

and  all  inquiry  refilled. 

pn  the  Lord  North  fuBmitted  to  the  houfe copies 

wfthGer-    of  tn^   treaties  with   the   duke  of  Brunfvick, 

man  the  landgrave  of  Hefle  Cailel,  the  hereditary 

princes.      prince  of  ]]ci]c  Cami  aud  frequently  one 

with  the  prince  of  \Valdeck.r  Thefe  poten- 
tates ftipulated  to  afford  an  aid  of  feventeen 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-two  men ; 
the  terms  were  fo mew  hat  different,  but  all 
feemed  extravagantly  high.  Levy  money  was 
to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  7/.  4s.  AcL  each: 
all  extraordinary  lofles  in  battle,  liege,  by 
contagious  malady,  or  mipwreck,  were  to  be 
compenfated  by  the  king,  who  was  alio  to 
bear  the  expence  of  recruiting  the  corps. 
Three  difabled  men  were  eftimated  as  one  kit 

e  224.  to  106. 

f  The  dates  of  thefe  treaties  were  3d  and  15th  of  January,  and 
jth  of  February,  1776.  That  with  the  prince  of  Waldeck,  the 
r.oth  of  Api'il. 

led; 
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led  ;  the  troops  were  to  take  oaths  to  the  king  chap, 
of  Great  Britain,  without  prejudicing  their  SSI!" 
allegiance  to  their  own  prince;  to  he  employed  *77fi« 
on  no  extraordinary  fervice,  hut  receive  pay, 
forage,  and  provifion,  in  common  with  Eng- 
lish troops,  and  two  months  pay  in  advance. 
Each  of  the  princes  received,  belides  thefe 
funis,  a  fubfidy  of  difproportionate  amount. 
To  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  who  fupplied  four 
tlioufand  and  eighty-four,  an  annual  itipend  of 
i  j, 5 19  /•  was  fecured,  fo  long  as  his  troops  re- 
ceived pay,  and  double  that  fum  in  the  two 
years  fubfequent  to  their  difmiffion.  For  twelve 
tlioufand  men,  the  landgrave  of  Heffe  Calfel 
obtained  108/281  /.  per  annum,  and  was  to  re- 
ceive twelve  months  notice  of  discontinuing 
the  payment,  after  the  forces  were  returned  to 
his  dominions.  The  prince  of  Heffe,  who  con- 
tributed fix  hundred  and  eighty-eight  men, 
was  recompenfed  with  an  annual  grant  of 
6,017/.  ;  and  for  fix  hundred  and  feventymen, 
the  prince  of  Waldeck  received  the  lame  fum. 
The  dominions  of  the  princes  were  alio  gua- 
ranteed asrainft  foreign  attack.2 

On  moving  to  refer  thefe  compacls  to  the  *9^F«^- 
committee  of  fupplv,  lord  North  urged  the 
neccfiity  bv  which  they  Mere  occasioned.  Onlv 
three  queftions,  he  faid,  could  arife :  Whether 
the  troops  were  wanted?  Whether  the  terms 
were  advantageous?  and,  Whether  the  force 
might  be  deemed  adequate  10  the  intended 
operations  ?  The  reduction  of  America  to  a 
conftitutional  ftate  of  obedience,  being  the 
great  object  of  parliament,  adminiftration  adopt- 
ed the  belt  and  moft  fpeedy  means  of  effecting 

e  See  the  tteaties  at  large  in  the  Parliamentary  Rcgifte.-,  v.  Hi. 
p.  287.  and  504- 

if; 
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chap,    it;  men  were  thus  obtained  more  eafily,  and 

xxviii.    much  cheaper,  than  by  the  ordinary  mode  of 

177k     recruiting;  and  the  force  thus  acquired  would, 

in  all  probability,  compel  fubmiffion,  poilibly 

without  further  effufion  of  blood. 

Loud  John  Cavendish  reprobated  the 
jneafure  :  Britain  was  diferaced  in  the  eves 
of  all  Europe  ;  impoverished,  and  what  was, 
if  poffible,  worfe,  reduced  to  apply  to  petty 
German  ftates  in  the  moft  mortifying  and 
humiliating  manner,  and  fubmit  to  indigni- 
ties never  before  prefcribed  to  the  crown  of 
a  powerful  and  opulent  kingdom,  Firft,  the 
troops  were  to  enter  into  pay  before  they  be- 
gan their  march  ;  a  thing  unprecedented  : 
fecondly,  levy  money  was  to  be  allowed : 
thirdly,  thofe  petty  princes  were  to  be  fub- 
hdized :  fourthly,  they  modejlly  infilled  on  a 
double  fubhdy :  fifthly,  the  fubfidy  was  to  be 
continued  two  years  in  one  inftance,  and  one 
3'ear  in  the  other,  after  the  return  of  the  troops 
to  their  refpeclivc  countries  :  and  laftly,  a 
body  of  twelve  thoufaiul  foreigners  was,  under 
the  exprefs  words  of  the  Hcrlian  treaty,  to  be 
introduced  into  the  dominions  of  the  Britiili 
crown,  under  uo  controul  either  of  king  or 
parliament. 

Mr.  Cornwall  corroborated  the  minifter's 
ailertion,  that  the  pecuniary  terms  of  the 
treaties  were  advantageous,  and  lower  than 
had  ever  before  been  obtained :  this  alfertion 
was  ftrenuoufly  denied  by  opposition;  and  Mr, 
Grenville,  lord  George  Germaine,  and  lord 
Barrington,  in  defending  the  meafure,  admit- 
ted that  the  terms  were  iuch  as  the  princes  had 
prefcribed,  and  neceffity  compelled  the  mi- 
ni (try  to  accept. 

The  general  principle   of  letting  out  Sub- 
jects 
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jects  to  hire,  to  fight  in  the  caufe  of  foreigners,   chap. 
did  not  cfcape  fevere  ftriclures  ;h  and  the  ex-  ?™™1' 
pences  of  the  conteft  of  which  thefe  compacts      177e. 
were   a   ipecimen,   were   anticipated   as  enor- 
mous. 

The  conduct  of  admmiftration,  in  thus  en- 
gaging the  afliftance  of  foreigners,  was  con- 
trafted  with  that  of  the  Americans.  "  As  a 
"  proof  of  their  defire  for  peace,  they  tell  you 
"  they  have  not  called  for  aid  on  the  rivals 
"  of  your  grandeur:  in  reward  of  this  for- 
"  beiirance,  their  petition  is  rejected  unheard  ; 
"  parliament  is  told,  the  king  has  with  fatis- 
"  faction  received  friendly  otters  of  foreign 
"  amftance  ;  and  anfwer,  that  they  will  eheer- 
"  fully  enable  him  to  avail  himlelf  of  the 
"  offer.  An  American  congrefs  holds  in  abhor- 
"  rence  a  meafure  which  a  Brithh  parliament 
"  adopts  with  cheerfulnefs.  Perhaps  the  exam- 
"  pic  of  this  very  act,  may  render  their  adoption 
"  of  the  fame  fatal  meafure  unavoidable.  A 
"  fatal  meafure ;  becaufe,  when  foreign  power.1? 
*l  are  once  introduced  in  this  difpute,  all  pof- 
u.  fibility  of  reconciliation  is  precluded. " 

Germans  were  peculiarly  improper:  they 
would  be  employed  in  enllaving  and  irritating 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  of  their  own 
countrymen,  many  of  whom  lied  from  tyrants 
to  feek  the  protection  of  Britain.  Many  Ger- 
man  and    Indian  mercenaries    would    del  err, 

l»  "  I  fhall  fay  little,"  lord  Irnham  obferved,  "  to  the  feelings 
"  of  thofe  princes  who  can  fell  their  fubjecls  for  fuch  purpofes. 
,c  We  have  read  of  the  luimorift  Sancho's  wifti  ;  that,  if  he  were  a 
»'  prince,  all  his  fubje£t$  mould  be  black-a-moors,  as  he  could, 
*'  by  the  fale  of  them,  eafily  turn  them  into  ready  money  :  but 
"  that  wifh,  however  it  may  appear  ridiculous,  and  unbecoming 
"  a  fovereign,  is  much  more  innocent  than  p.  prince's  availing  him- 
"  felf  of  his  vaflals  for  the  purpofe  of  facrificing  them  in  fuch 
«  deftruclive  war,  where  he  has  the  additional  crime  of  making 
»«  them  deftroy  much  belter  and  nobler  beings  tfian  themfelves.1' 

vol.  ii.  a  a  accept 
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chap,   accept   of   lands,   and   though   hired    by    us, 
252*  league  with  the  enemy: 
*?75.  These  objections  wem  not  anfwered  in  de- 

tail; but  the  neccrlity  of  the  meaiure  was  re- 
peatedly urged;  the  probability   of  abridging 
the  duration  of  hoftilities,  by  the  employment 
of  trained  veterans  initcad  of  raw  recruits,  was 
represented    as    fufficient    to    counterbalance 
every  difad  vantage,  and  as  the  expence  was  in- 
curred ibr  a  limited  period,  the  plan  was  really 
economical. 
4th  Mar.         ix  \}\G  debate  on  receiving  the  report  of  the 
committee,  an  addrefs-was  voted  to  the  king, 
on  the  motion  of  colonel   Barre,   for  cloalhing 
the  German   troops   in    Ihitiih  pay  with  the 
manufactures  of  this  country.1 
sth Mar.         In  the  upper  houfe,   the  duke  of  Richmond 
houf/of      moved    for  an    addrefs   to   countermand    the 
lords.         march  of  the  foreign  troops,  and  iliipend  hof- 
tilities.    He  entered  into  a  hiftory  of  the  trea- 
ties concluded  with  landffraves   of  Heffe  from 
l  70-2  to  1 7CJ  l,  mewing  that  thev  had  eonftantlv 
'advanced  in  their  demands,  never  failing  to 
eihibliili  former  extortions  as   precedents  for 
fucceeding  exactions.     He  then  computed  that 
under  different  heads  included   in  the  treaty, 
and  fubfequent  contingencies,  the  charge  for 
fevcuteen  thoufand  three  hundred  men  would 
not  be  lei's  than  a  million  and  a  half,   an  ex- 
pence  unprecedented  in  hiftory.     Towards  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  war,  an  ingenious  gentleman, 
Mr.   Mauduit,    calculated  that  every    French 
fcalp  coft  the  nation  ten  thoufand  pounds.      It 
would   be  right   to    connder  the  price  of  an 
American  fcalp,    when  the  hire   of  feventecn 

1  The  divifions  were,  on  the  queftion  for  referring  the  treaties  to  a 
committee,  24210885  foi  agreeing  to  tke  report,  1201048. 

thou  fluid 
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thoufand  foreigners  amounted  to  a  million  and    chap. 

a  nair.  \^*^  s**^ , 

His  grace  then  ftated  the  redundancy  of  offi-  1776- 
cers  in  proportion  to  rank  and  file ;  the  Qger 
of  keeping  fo  many  foreigners  together  under 
the  command  of  their  own  generals;  and  de- 
picted the  expofed  and  perilous  lituation  of 
England,  mould  France  or  Spain,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  our  weaknefs,  attempt  an  inva- 
fion. 

These  obferyations  were  ably  enforced  by 
the  other  peers  in  opposition.  The  opinion  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  his  Iiiftory  of  the 
World,  was  quoted  againft  the  employment  of 
foreign  mercenaries.  "  They  are  feditious, 
"  unfaithful,  difobedicnt,  devourers,  and  de- 
"  ftroyers  of  all  places  and  countries,  whither 
"  they  are  drawn,  as  being  held  by  no  other 
"  bond  than  their  own  commodity.  Yea,  that 
"  which  is  moft  fearful  among  Aich  hirelings 
is,  that  they  have  often,  and  in  time  of 
greateft  extremity,  not  only  refufed  to  fight 
"  in  defence  of  thofe  who  have  entertained 
"  them,  but  revolted  to  thfe  contrary  part,  to 
"  the  utter  ruin  of  thofe  princes  and  ftates  who 
"  have  trufted  them." 

Vehement  cen Aires  were  exprefled  againft 
the  power  referved  to  a  foreign  prince  of  ad- 
miniltering  juftice  within  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  better  to  effeel  it,  an 
executioner,  with  fervants,  formed  part  of  the 
Heffian  eftablilhment;k  nor  was  any  limitation 
or  exception  to  this  illegal  power  provided, 
even  ihould  the  civil  government  of  America 
be  reftored.     The  ftipulation  to  affift  Hefle  was 

k  This  was  really  the  fa6\.     See  the  treaty.     Parliamentary  Re- 
giitcr,  vol.  iji.  p.  307. 
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chap,  equally  reprobated:  if  the  landgraviate  was 
xxviii.  attacked  in  confequence  of  a  decree  of  the  im- 
1776'  penal  chamber,  we  mult  excufe  our  breach  of 
the  treaty  bv  our  miuifter's  ignorance  of  the 
imperial  conrti'.utions,  or  enter  into  a  war,  like 
that  in  America,  not  to  maintain,  but  fub vert 
the  liberties  of  the  Germanic  body. 

In  reply,  the  treaty  was  ftated  to  be  drawn 
Tip  in  the  ufual  forms  ;  the  calculations  did  not 
prove  the  comparative  dcarnefs  or  cheapness  of 
the  terms:  it  was  filled  with  pompous,  high- 
founding  phrafes  of  alliance,  but  they  were 
mere  phrafes,  the  real  object  of  the  contract 
being,  not  to  create  an  alliance,  but  to  hire  a 
body  of  troops  which  the  American  rebellion 
rendered  neeeffarv. 

On  the  latter  part  of  the  motion,  for  discon- 
tinuing hoftilities,  the  old  topics  urged  againft 
the  war  were  advanced  with  additional  vio- 
lence, aided  by  fuch  new  arguments  as  recent 
events  and  more  modern  fpeeulations  "could 
fupply.  Lord  Camden,  in  a  bitter  philippic, 
termed  the  war  wanton,  cruel,  and  diabolical. 
The  duke  of  Grafton,  boafting  his  knowled 
rf  finance,  folemnly  averred  that  there  was  not 
a  fingle  tax,  in  the  power  of  the  moft  fruitful 
invention  to  devife  or  conceive,  that  would  in- 
creafe  the  receipt  at  the  exchequer.  Every  im- 
port that  could  be  fuggefted  would  interfere 
with  fome  other  already  exiiling:  if  the  war 
ihould  continue;  national  credit  would  be  ruin- 
ed, and  the  kingdom  undone.  Hepropheiied, 
that  when  the  people  were  bending  under  the 
prelfure  of  taxes,  public  credit  departed  ;  pub- 
lic bankruptcy  inevitable;  and  univerfal  ruin 
and  defpair  fpreading  themfelves  throughout 
the  kingdom,  then  no  longer  able  to  endure, 
fuch    calamities,    and    expecting   no    redr 

where 
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where  only  it  can  be  conftitutionally  fought,  chap. 
the  people  would  feek  relief  in  the  means  which  ^jyjii* 
God  and  nature  had  pointed  out;  no  longer  1776* 
looking  up  to  parliament,  which  had  betrayed 
them,  been  deaf  to  their  entreaties,  and  inat- 
tentive to  their  interefts.  He  treated  with 
contempt  the  fuppofed  popularity  of  minifterial 
proceedings:  the  numerous  addrcffes,  lb  much 
relied  on,  furniihed  no  proof.  At  notimeiince 
the  eftablifhment  of  monarchy  did  this  teft  of 
public  opinion  manifeft  itfelf  more  than  during 
the  reign  of  James  II.  Addrelfes,  congratula- 
tions, engagements  to'fupport  him  with  life  and 
fortune,  poured  in  from  every  quarter;  yet 
that  infatuated  monarch  fatally  discovered,  in 
the  hour  of  trial,  that  they  were  mere  effects  of 
minifi   .  ial  art  and  court  adulation. 

The  population  of  America  was  pompoufly 
exhibited:  lord  Etnngham  confidered  it  no  ex- 
aggeration* to  ftate  it  confiderably  above  four 
millions:  their  pecuniary  and  military  re- 
fources  were defcri bed  as  truly  formidable:  the 
probability  of  Spanifh  afhftance  was  urged,  and 
an  invafion  of  Ireland  by  the  French  was  treat- 
ed as  eafy,  and,  from  the  difpohtion  of  the  na- 
tives, fure  offuccefs.  The  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, in  a  ihort  fpeech,  declared  his  conftant 
oppofition  to  the  oppreffive  proceedings  againft 
America,  and  confidered  the  motion  as  full  of 
rrfpect  and  duty  to  the  crown  ;  and  affording  a 
bads  for  a  happy  reconciliation  with  the  co- 
lonies. 

The  carl  of  Coventry  predicted  the  necefiary 
termination  of  the  connection  between  Great 
Britain  and  America.  "  In  the  body  politic," 
■  aid,  "w  as  in  the  natural  body,  the  feeds  of 
"  dhTolution  are  contained  in  the  (hit  vital 
"  principles.     Sooner  or  later   the  event  muft 

A  A  "  happen; 
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happen;  and  human  wifdom  can  only  ex- 
tend the  duration  of  one,  as  the  greateft 
care  and  attention,  employed  on  the  belt  na- 
tive conftitution,  may  prolong  the  other. 
Look  on  the  map  of  the  globe,  view  Great 
Britain  and  North  America,  compare  their 
extent;  confider  the  foil,  rivers,  climate, 
and  increafing  population  of  the  latter  ;  no- 
thing but  the  molt  obftinate  blindnefs  and 
partiality  can  engender  a  ferious  opinion 
that  fuch  a  countrv  will  lono-  continue  under 
fubjeclion  to  this.  The  queftion  is  not, 
therefore,  how  we  mall  be  able  to  realize  a 
vain,  delufive  fcheme  of  dominion,  but  how 
we  mall  make  it  the  intereft  of  the  Ameri- 
cans to  continue  faithful  allies  and  warm 
friends.  Surely  that  can  never  be  effected 
by  fleets  and  armies:  inftead  of  meditating 
conqueft  and  exhaufting  our  own  itrength 
in  an  ineffectual  druggie,  we  mould,  wifely 
abandoning  wild  fchemes  of  coercion,  avail 
ourfelves  of  the  only  fubfiantial  benefit  we 
can  ever  expect,  the  profits  of  an  extenfive 
commerce,  and  the  ftrong  fupport  of  a  firm 
and  friendly  alliance  and  compact  for  mu- 
tual defence  and  afiirrance." 
The  miniftry  were  fupported  by  the  ufual 
arguments  on  the  general  fubjeel;  of  the  Ame- 
rican difpute;  the  hiftory  of  the  colonifts  was 
traced  to  its  origin,  and  their  conftant  difpo- 
lition  to  factious  refiftance  clearly  demon- 
ft  rated. 

Lokt>  Temple,  in  a  pathetic  and  judicious 
■fpcech,  reprobated  the  intemperance  of  oppo- 
fition.  "  The  next  eailerly  wind,"  he  laid, 
"  will  carry  to  America  every  exprefhon  ufed 
"  in  this  debate.  I  do  not  wiih  that  the  naked- 
"  nets    and  weaknefs  of  my  country  ihould 

"  ftand 
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u  fiand  confirmed  by  the  authority  and  fane-   chap. 
t;  tion  of  teftimonies  o-iven  in  this  houfe.     It   x^1*1* 
"  is  a  time  to  act,  not  talk  :  much  ihould  be     1776. 
"  done,   little  laid:  the  die' of  war  is  caft,   the 
"  fword  is   drawn,  and  the   fcabbard   thrown 
"  away."     Palt  experience   could  not  juilifv 
confidence    in  adiuiniitratron,    but  he   would 
not,  by  declaring  our  utter  inability  to  reduce 
the  Americans,  furnilh  a  erolden  bridge  for  an 
ignominious,   ruinous,  and  difgraceful  peace. 
"  I  have  heard,"  he  faid,   "  the  war  called  un- 
"  juft.     1  know  not  who  in  this  houfe  has  a 
"  right  to  call  it  lb;  not  thofe  who  voted  for 
"  the  declaratory  act;  thole  only  who  denied 
"  our  right  of  taxation,  and  how  very  i'cw  were 
"  they.1     I  cannot  approve  of  recalling  troops, 
"  and  publifhing  the  terms  to  which  you  will 
yield,   till  there   is   reafonable   ariurance  of 
their  not  being  utterly  rejected.     Uncom- 
mon fao-acitv  and  difcretion  are  necenary  to 
"  the   attainment   of  what    all   mint:  eagerly 
u  with :  when  the  happy  and  favourable  mo- 
"  ment   for  conciliation    mail   arrive,   I  hope 
li  minifters  will  feize  it;   I  wiih  them  fuccefs: 
"  atleaft,  atfuch  a  criiis,  I  will  not  hang  on 
"  the  wheels  of  government,   rendering  that 
"  which  already  is  but  too  difficult,  the  more 
"  impracticable."1'.' 

The  motion  was  negatived"  by  a  great  ma- 
jority :  the  propofed  addrefs  was  entered  on 
the  journals,  w  ith  the  names  of  ten  peers  fub- 
fcribed  protefting  againft  its  rejection;  but 
ailigning  no  reafon. 

A  debate  in  the  houfe  of  commons  was  nth  Mar. 

:afioned  by  a  demand  of  845,165./.   for  the  Debateon 
traordinaries   of.laft   year.      Colonel  Barrel  extraor/ 

1  Only  five.        ™  Lord  Temple  did  not  vote.  dmariea. 

"  100  to  3a. 
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chap,  drew  a  ludicrous  companion  between  the  cam- 
^S^iw  paign  of  Bunker's  Hill  and  Lexington,  and  the 
1776-  glorious  exploits  of  the  immortal  Marlborough; 
the  forcing  of  the  lines  thrown  up  by  a  mob  in 
a  fummer's  night,  was  oppofed  to  the  victories 
of  Blenheim,  Schellenburgh,  the  conqueft  of 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  the  march  of  lord  Pe- 
terborough through  the  vaft  kingdom  of  Spain, 
and  the  impreffions  made  by  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond  at  Vigo  and  Port  St.  Mary.  Myftic 
river  was  compared  to  the  Danube;  and  the 
operations  of  a  war  that  pervaded  half  Europe, 
and  in  which  a  Britifh  armv  and  foreigners  in 
Britifh  pay,  amounting  to  feventy  thoufand 
men,  rendered  the  power  and  glory  of  the  Bri- 
tifh arms  immortal,  was  balanced  againft  thofe 
carried  on  within  a  circuit  of  little  more  ex- 
tent than  the  fite  of  the  Britifh  metropolis. 
The  expence  of  the  former  did  not  exceed  two 
millions,  while  this,  including  the  expences  of 
the  fleet,  coil  nearly  three. 

PI  opes    of  pacification    were  not  yet    re- 
nounced; or  at  leaft,  the  members  of  oppoli-j 
tion  thought  proper  to  fortify  their  caufe,  and 
embarrafs  adminiftration,    by    prefenting  new 
projects. 
14-th  Mar.       The  duke  of  Grafton  moved  for  an  addrefs, 
o?Graf-e    Ue^eeching  the  king  to    iffue  a  proclamation, 
ton's  con-    declaring,  that  if  the  colonies,  within  a  reafon- 
ciiiatory      aDie  time,   before  or  after  the  arrival  of  the 
tion.  troops,  mould  prefent  a  petition  to  the  com- 

mander in  chief,  or  to  the  commifhoncrs  under 
the  late  act,  letting  forth  what  they  confidered 
their  juft  rights  and  real  grievances;  the  peti- 
tion fliould  be  tranfmitted  to  hismajefty;  who 
would  confent  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  ;  and  to 
allure  them,  that  fuch  petition  mould  be  re- 
ceived, confiderecj,  and  anfwerecL 

Con- 
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Contemplating  with  horror, Jie  faid,  the  chap. 
confequences  of  the  bloody  conflict,  when,  on   xxvm« 
whichever  fide  victory  might  declare,  all  true     i7j$- 
friends   of  their  country  would   have  melan- 
choly  caufe  of  grief;  he  appealed  to  the  hu- 
manity  of   the   houfe,   imploring  their  inter- 
ference to  avert  fuch  dire  calamities,  and  pre-* 
vent  the  effufion  of  blood.     Since  the  doctrine 
of  unconditional  fubmiffion  had  been  efpoufed, 
it  would  be  merely  equitable  to  let  the  Ame- 
ricans know  the  ultimatum  of   the   mother- 
country,  as   they  might  then  either  agree,  or 
rifk  the  confequences  of  refiftance. 

Examining  the  powers  of  conciliation 
granted  to  the  commiffioners,  and  comparing 
them  with  the  king's  fpeech,  the  duke  profefied 
himfelf  aftoniihed.  "  What  does  the  claufe  fay  ? 
"  Commiffioners  are  to  be  appointed  ;  and  that 
"  is  all.  What  are  they  to  do  ?  To  receive 
fubmiffions.  Does  it  ftate  what,  or  provide 
for,  any  conditions?  Have  the  commiffioners 
power  to  make  concefltons  ?  Not  one :  the 
alternative  is  refiftance,  or  unconditional  fub- 
"  million  ;  eternal  hoftility,  unlefs  America ihall 
"  inftantly  difarm,  furrender,  andfubmit." 

Declining  to  enter  again  on  the  policy 
of  the  conflict,  the  duke  thought  adminiftra- 
tion  mould  poflefs  full  and  unequivocal  pro 
of  the  difpofition  of  foreign  nations,  before 
they  rulhed  into  a  civil  war.  Little  reliance 
could  be  placed  on  general  profeilions;  even 
confidential  engagements,  as  experience  had 
frequently  fhewn,  ferved  merely  to  amitfe  and 
(deceive.  France  and  Spain  were  collecting 
great  naval  and  military  forces  ;  and  in  the 
lait  fummer,  two  French  gentlemen  went  to 
America,  had  a  conference  with  Washington 

at 
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chap,    at  his   camp,   and    in   confequence  of  his  re- 

xxvin.   ference,  repaired  to  the  eongrefs. 
1776.  In  debating  this  proportion,  great  latitude 

of  difcirffion  was  aiiumed ;  lord  Mansfield  ob- 
ferved,  he  never  faw  it  carried  to  fo  great  an 
extent;  aim  oft  every  matter,  connected  with 
the   affairs    of   America,    was    amply   invefti- 


gated. 


The  propofed  meafure  was  confidered  as  the 
only  one  which  remained  to  extricate  the  conn- 
try  from  the.  inevitable  deftruction  attendant 
on  the  romantic  fyftem  of  conqueft  and  co- 
ercion, to  prevent  the  dire  conflict  between 
refentment  and  defpair.  It  propofed  no  terms 
which  might  embarrafs  adminiftration,  not 
even  fuch  as  muft  be  "ranted  in  terminating; 
the  war ;  for  very  few  were  now  fo  fanguine 
as  to  expect  that  America,  if  fubdued,  could  be 
held  in  peaceable  fubjection,  under  the  exercife 
of  taxation.  The  only  plaufible  objection  was 
laid  to  be,  that  by  receding,  Great  Britain 
would  encourage  America  to  advance  more 
extravagant  demands  ;  but  even  mould  Ame- 
rica not  be  fatisfied  without  abfolute  indepen- 
dency, the  real  ground  of  the  quarrel  would 
be  clearly  and  definitively  underftood ;  the 
fentiments  of  all  parties  would  be  united  ;  ad- 
miniftration would  acquire  liability,  and  be 
enabled  to  unfold  their  plan  of  operations ;  the 
only  fubject  of  debate  would  then  be,  whether 
it  were  belt  to  conquer  or  abandon. 

To  uro-e  that  the  Americans  fhould  not  be 
treated  with  while  armed,  was,  in  iact,  to  re- 
fufe  all  treaty  :  for  a  whole  people,  engaged 
in  what  appeared  to  them  the  belt  of  caufes, 
who  had  already  committed  thcmfelvcs  fo  far 
as  to  incur  the  cenfures  of  rebellion,  would 

not. 
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not,  while  they  retained  means  of  defence,  char 
forego  their  only  hope,  and  fubmit  uncon-  xxviir. 
dition ally  to  thole  whom  they  accrued  of  in-  1776. 
juring  and  oppreffing  them.  The  powers  grant- 
ed by  the  late  act  of  parliament  were  inade- 
quate to  the  commencement  of  a  treaty ;  the 
man  who,  under  fuch  authority,  mould  make 
a  fingle  conceffion,  without  receiving  an  un- 
conditional fubmiffion  or  furrender,  would 
hazard  his  neck.  To  what  purpofe  then  fend 
out  commfffioners,  when  any  treaty  or  in- 
tercourfe  would  be  treafon  againft  the  king, 
the  ftate,  and  the  legiflative  rights  of  parlia- 
ment ?  The  people  of  America  were  declared 
rebels ;  and  fo  defcribed  in  the  very  aft :  no 
power  could  accommodate  the  fubflfting  dis- 
putes, but  that  which  announced  their  crime, 
unlefs  they  Submitted  unconditionally  ;  and 
this  was  the  real  object  in  view,  though  con- 
cealed under  the  flimfy  claufe  for  appointing 
commiilioners :  it  was  an  attempt  to  enlarge 
the  powers  of  the  crown,  under  pretext  of 
aviating  the  rights  of  parliament;  but  parlia- 
ment was,  at  all  events,  to.  be  difgraced. 

The  peers  in  administration  avowed  a  refo- 
lution  not  to  ceafe  hostilities  till  America 
ihould  fo  far  fubmit,  as  to  acknowledge  the 
fupreme  legiflative  authority :  fuch  was  the 
fubmiffion  they  required;  nor  could  the  country 
with  propriety  concede,  nor,  confidently  with 
b<  r  honour,  dignity,  or  m oft  eSTential  interests, 
difarm  or  fufpend  operations,  till  the  colonies 
acceded  to  this  principle,  and  by  acts  of  duty 
and  obedience,  entitled  themfelves  to  the  fa- 
vour and  protection  of  the  parent  ftate.  When 
repeal  of  the  taxes  of  176'7  was  in  agitation, 
America  having  questioned  the  right,  it  was 
judged  expedient  to  retain  a  part  of  the  duties 

till 
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chap,  till  that  principle  was  fully  recognized;  con- 
xxvin.  ceffions  would  now  be  made  on  the  ground  of 
1776.  expediency  alone  :  for  if  the  right  of  taxation 
were  furrendered,  every  other  beneiieial  right 
of  fovereignty  would  vanifh,  and  a  total  dif- 
folution  of  all  connection  with  America  muft 
enfue;  it  could  never  be  entirely  abandoned, 
faecaufe  effential  to  the  very  nature  and  exer- 
cife  of  civil  government. 

Ministers  had  been  willing  to  fuppofe  the 
dilbrders  local,  and  fomented  only  by  the  delu- 
five  arts  of  a  factious  few;  the  people  were  there- 
fore treated  with  kindnefs;  every  reafonable  in- 
dulgence granted,  and  even  their  prejudices  ac- 
commodated. In  return,  they  regarded  favours 
as  indications  of  national  imbecility;  abufed 
lenity  and  liberality  ;  and  imputed  humanity 
and  forbearance,  to  timid  backwardnefs,  and 
want  of  ability  to  alfert  the  rights  of  the  nation. 
The  humanity,  equity,  and  policy,  profefled 
bv  the  mover,  would  be  beft  confulted  in 
fending  the  armaments  with  the  utmoit  expe- 
dition. Fear  might  exact  a  conduct,  which 
duty  or  obedience  failed  to  infpire,  and  thus 
theefiufion  of  blood  would  be  fpared. 

Every  object  propofed  by  parliament  fince 
the  commencement  of  diiputes,  would  be 
iruft  rated  by  adopting  the  motion.  Britain 
would  become  the  jeft  of  Europe,  and  the  ridi- 
cule of  thole  very  people  for  whom  the  benefit 
was  intended.  Without  the  hope  of  laving  a 
ling  of  the  enormous  expence  attending  the 
armaments,  Great  Britain  would  lofe  a  cam- 
paign, of  which  the  enemy  would  avail  them- 
iWvcs,  and  the  next  fpring  the  fame  courfe  muft 
be  renewed.  Nor  would  the  force  fent  out 
preclude  accommodation  ;  it  might  reftore  the 
colonies  to  their  fenfes,  but  would  not  prevent 
■^  the 
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the  reception  of  terms  confiftent  with  the  dig-    chap. 
nity  of  parliament,  and  rights  of  the  parent   xxyitt. 

The  powers  granted  to  the  commanders  in 
chief,  or  commifhoners,  were  declared  to  be 
clear,  fufficient,  and  perfectly  conhftcnt  with 
the  king's  prerogative. 

Ax  attack  from  our  habitual  enemies  was 
confidered  chimerical.  Lord  Weymouth  olti- 
ciaily  aifured  the  houfe,  that  at  no  time  within 
his  knowledge  or  recollection,  had  Great  Bri- 
tain lefs  reafon  to  be  jealous  or  fufpicious  of 
thole  courts.  Miniftry  had  received  repeated 
affurances,  accompanied  by  unequivocal  proofs 
of  their  pacific  intentions ;  and  although  they 
mould  entertain  fentiments  diametrically  oppQ- 
fite,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  involve  this 
country  in  a  war,  or  impede  the  operations 
again ji  the  colonies.  The  two  French  gentle- 
men who  vifited  Walhington,  and  proceeded 
to  Philadelphia,  were  travellers  actuated  by  cu- 
rioiity,  or  traders  intent  on  mercantile  specu- 
lation. 

Lord  Sandwich  ably  vindicated  the  ftate 
of  the  navy  from  feveral  objections,  general 
i\\k\  particular.  Lord  Ilillfborough  explained 
and  justified  his  letter  to  the  American  gover- 
nors in  17'  Lord  Shelburne,  though  he 
ipoke  and  voted  in  opposition,  difclaimed  the 
fentiments  of  his  afibciates  with  refpecl;  to  the 
king's  prerogative  of  employing  or  diipoling 
of  his  military  force.0     Lord  Dartmouth,  after 

obferving 

0  Lout  Shclburne's  opinion  on  ihis  occafion  deferves  particular  no- 
liefaid,  "  The  difpofttion  of  the  array  in  particular ,  I  predift 
"  will  be  the  fource  of  great  doubt,  and  no  I'mall  contrariety  o;  fetiti- 
"  ment  both  here  and  in  America.  I  however  put  in  my  claim  to 
od,  as  by  no  means  giving  up  or  being  willing  to  re- 
"  linquifli  tlie  right  inherent  in  the  Jov.  ,  f .ordering,  dirdcti 
*'  ana  ltationing  the  army  in  whatever  part  of  the  empire  he  may 

"  think 
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chap,   obferving  that  as  the   duke   of  Grafton  had 
xxvm.    framed  his  motion,  and  fupported  it  by  argu- 
3776.      ments  which  feemed  to  imply  an  alternative  of 
war,  for  the  purpofe  of  conqueft  or  uncondi- 
tional fubmiiliou,  moved  the  previous  queftion 
in  preference  to  a  direct  negative.     The  duke's 
motion  was  loft/  and  no  proteft  entered  on  the 
journals. 
»ft  April,        Me.  Hartley,  afterwards,  prcfented  to  the 
Mr.  Hart-    l10ufe  of  commons  the  form  of  an  addrefs  for 

ley  s  pro-  .  ,  .  ™  >  , 

pofition.  empowering  the  commnnoners  to  oner  to  the 
Americans  fome  fpccific  line  of  rational  obedi- 
ence, inftead  of  unconditional  fubmiffion  ;  to 
give  afiiirance  of  redrefs  of  grievances,  with 
full  fecurity  of  all  confritutional  and  chartered 
rights,  ancl  to  ifTue  a  proclamation  alluring 
them  of  being  placed  on  the  fame  footing  with 
Ireland,   in  regard  to  pecuniary  grants. 

tothMay.       Sawbridge,  who  had  fucceeded  Wilkes  in. 

jja.w-  ,  the  office  of  lord  mayor,  by  the  inftruction  of 
his  conftituents,  moved,  in  conformity  with  Mr. 
Hartley's   fuggeftion,  to.  place  the  American 


*<  think  proper;  and  I  confefs  it  is  with  no  fmall  aftonifhment  and 
"  xtneafinefs,  I  have  heard  doctrines  of  a  very  different  nature  main- 
"  tained  within  this  houfe  by  feveral  lords,  whofe  more  particular 
*'  bulinefs  it  is  to  watch  and  take  care  that  his  majelty's  juft  prero- 
"  gatives  be  maintained  entire  and  undiminished  in  all  their  parts. 
I  particularly  allude  to  the  tranfaclions  in  Ireland,  and  the  lan- 
guage held  by  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom.  When  I  hear  it 
alTerted  that  the  military  force  of  this  empire  is  to  be  divided  into 


motion. 


<c 
<c 
it 

*'  feparate  eftablifhments,  not  under  the   immediate  controul  of  the 

<£  fovereign  ;  when   I  hear  it  maintained  that  it  is  not  competent  for 

*'  his  majefty  to  fend  foreigners,  under  the  fanction  of  a  Britifh  par- 

<f  liament,  into  any  part  of  the  empire,  for  its  particular  defence, 

"  or  for  the  fafety  of  the  whole  ;  when  I  hear  that  a  certain  local  mi- 

"  litary  eftablimment  is  fixed,  and,  as  it  were,  locked  up  in  Ireland, 

<e  fo  as  not  to    be  called  forth,  as  the  exigences  of  affairs  may  re - 

"  quire;   I  cannot  forget  my  duty  fo  much  as  to  be  filent,  and  not 

<c  exprels  my  moft  hearty  difapprobation  of  docli  ines  fo  derogatory 

*«  to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  the  controuling  and  fuperin- 

•«  tending  power  of  the  Biitifh  parliament.'' 

P  91  to  31. 
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eblonifts  in  the  fame  fitiiatibn  as  the  people  of  chap. 
Ireland.  In  the  debate  more  heat  than  judff-  x^2}1' 
mcnt  was  difplayed :  Temple  Luttrell  uyled  »778- 
the  king's  fpeech  a  fanguinary  parole,  the  mi- 
niftry  an  infernal  administration,  and  declared 
he  mould  in  future  conficler  acquiefcence  and 
quietude  unworthy  of  a  Britiih  foul,  and  highly 
criminal.  Thales  of  Miletus,  one  of  the  feven 
fages  of  Greece,  he  faid,  had  obferved  that  of 
all  wild  beafts  the  worft  was  a  tyrant ;  of  all 
tame  ones,  a  flatterer.  When  he  furveyed  Ids 
majcfty's  efficient  minifters,  his  domeftic  mi- 
nions, lie  wifhed,  like  another  Orpheus,  to  play 
up  a  fecond  dance  in  the  midft  of  this  mena- 
gerie, lb  as  to  fend  them  fcampering  from  the 
rich  paftures  of  a  court,  to  their  native  tramon- 
tane faftneifes.  This  indecorous  and  pedantic 
ribaldry,  produced  only  forne  fmart  animad- 
verfions  from  Kiobv,  and  the  motion  was  ne- 
jratived.q 

The   intelligence  received    from  America  Fox's mo- 
in  the  courfe  of  the  feflion,  efave  rife  to  feveral  tion   ■■* 
motions    for  inquiry   and  papers.      The    firft  of  inquiry, 
effort  was  made  by  Fox,  who,  alfuming  for  ar-  20th  Fcb* 
gument,  that  the  principles  by  which  minifters 
were  actuated    were  perfectly  juit,    contended 
that  their  mifmanagement  and  mifconduct  were 
indifputable.       He    reviewed    hiftorically   the 
coercive  plan,    and    placed    in   the   ftrongeft 
lights,   what  he  ftyled  folly  in  the  cabinet,  ig- 
norance in  office,  inability  in  framing,  and  mil- 
conduct,   in  executing;  with  fuch  a  ihameful 
and  fcrvilc  acquiefcence  in  parliament,  as  never 
before  difsraced   a  nation.      If  minifters  had 
planned   with    wifdom,    and  proportioned   the 
.:  I  3  the  fervice;  if  the  great   officers  in 

«1  115  to  33. 

tcient 
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chap,  efficient  departments  had  acted  ably  and  faith- 
xxviii.  fully,  the  mifcarriages  might  be  defervedly 
'"T^sT'  imputed  to  the  naval  and  military  commanders. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  latter  acquitted 
themielves  according  to  their  inftructions,  and 
carried  on  their  operations  in  proportion  to 
their  force,  it  was  no  lefs  plain,  that  the  caufe 
of  all  the  difgraces  which  the  Britiih  arms  had 
fuffered,  arofe  from  ignorance  in  thole  who 
planned,  and  incapacity  and  want  of  integ* 
rhy  in  thpfe  to  whom  the  execution  was,  in  the 
iirft  inftance,  entrufted.  His  motion  was  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  his  ma  jelly's  arms,  and  the  defection 
of  the  people  of  Quebec. 

The  chief  aim  of  oppofition  feems  to  have 
been  a  juftification  of  the  American  invafion  of 
Canada :  the  previous  quefiion  was  moved  ear- 
ly in  the  debate.  The  principal  objections  to 
the  inquiry  were  the  unfitnefs  of  the  time,  the 
unfortunate  fituation  of  minifters,  who  had 
preferred  trying  meafures  of  lenity  to  abfolute 
force,  and  had  thus"  afforded  the  Americans 
many  advantages.  A  powerful  fleet  and  army 
were  now  to  be  employed,  and  would  doubtlefs 
cruih  the  rebellious,  or  bring  them  back  to  a 
proper  fenfe  of  duty.  The  minifter  appealed  to 
the  candour  and  recollection  of  the  houfe  :  no- 
thing had  been  tranfaeted  in  a  corner,  but 
openly,  and  under  the  fanction  of  their  re- 
peated approbation.  It  was  not  candid,  in  an 
early  period  of  the  ciifpute,  to  ftate  objections 
againit  the  conduct  of  adminiftration,  which 
were  only  applicable  to  a  ftate  of  hoftility,  and 
open  rebellion  ;  the  ground  was  changed,  and 
the  meafures  would  neceiiarily  vary. 
Fox's  propohtion  was  rejected/        > 

'   2+0   tO    104. 
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I.\  tins  aelive  and  important  feffion,  oppor-  cha?. 
tunities  were  found  of  urging  other  topic?  be-  x-VItI« 
fides  thole  which  moft  mterefted  the  nation.     1776* 
Bills  were  introduced  for  the  improvement  of  JJj^ 
poliee  and  fecial  regulation,  and  the  relief  of  tranfac- 
infolvent  debtors.      Some   tranfaclions   at  the  U01lS* 
late  general  election,  which  were  difelofed  in 
confequence  of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Mortimer 
againft  the  return   for   Shafteibury,    afforded 
grounds  for  new  fpeculations  on  the  fubje6t  of 
representation.     Sawbridge   made  his   annual  6th,M"' 
motion  refpecting  the  duration  of  parliament,  SPri?.0t 
and  Wilkes,  belides  his  accuftomed  attempt  to 
re  .erfe  the  decifion  on  the  Middlefex  election,  «ftMar. 
brought    forward  a  project  of   parliamentary 
reform. 

He  explained,  as  his  general  outline,  that  Wilkes's 
every  free  agent  in  the  kingdom  mould  be  re-  mo,'onfor 
preiented  111  theicnate;  that  the  metropolis,  parliament. 
which  contains  a  ninth  part  of  the  population, 
and  the  counties  of  Middlefex,  York,  and 
others,  which  abound  with  inhabitants,  mould 
receive  an  increafe  in  their  reprefentation ;  that 
the  mean  and  infignificant  boroughs,  fo  empha- 
tically ftyled  the  "  rotten  part  of  the  conftitu- 
"  tian,"  mould  be  lopped  off,  and  the  electors 
thrown  into  the  counties;  and  the  rich,  popu- 
lous trading  towns,  fuch  as  Birmingham,  Man- 
chelter,  Sheffield,  and  Leeds,  be  permitted  to 
fend  deputies  to  the  great  council  of  the  na- 
tion. The  long  fpeech  which  recommended 
this  crude  propofal,  Mas  replete  with  ribaldry 
and  invective,  and  the  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 


lion. 


The  lords  were  occupied  on  the  trial  of  the  J.  th April. , 
duchels  of  Kingfton  for  bigamy ;  (he  Mras  found  theduchefr 
guilty  ;  but  being  exempted  by  the  privilege  A  of  King- 

vot.  11.  b  b  peerage  iton* 
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peerage  from  corporeal  punifliment,  was  dif- 
charged  on  paying  the  fees. 

Although  the  affairs  of  America  had  been 
fo  abundantly  difcuffed  during  the  feffion,  an 
ineffectual  attempt  was  made  by  general  Con- 
way, on  the  day  previous  to  the  prorogation, 
to  carry  a  motion  for  fubmitting  to  the  inflec- 
tion of  the  houfe  the  pacific  authorities  with 
which  the  eommiffioners  were  invefted;  and 
when  the  king  was  expected  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  Mr.  Hartley  proffered  a  motion,  which 
was  negatived,  for  an  addrefs  that  parliament 
might  not  be  prorogued,  but  continue  fitting 
hv  adjournments  during: the  fummer,  thatthev 
might  lie  ready  to  receive  information,  and  pro- 
vide at  the  earlieft  moment  for  every  import- 
ant event. 

I\  terminating  the  feflion,  the  king  repre- 
fented  the  country  as  engaged  in  a  great  na- 
tioual  caufe,  the  profecution  of  which  mufr 
inevitably  be  attended  with  many  difficulties 
and  muchexpence;  but  confidcring  that  the 
effential  rights  and  interefts  of  the  whole  em- 
pire were  deeply  concerned  in  the  iffue,  and  no 
fafety  or  Security  could  be  found  but  in  the 
constitutional  fubordi nation  contended  for,  no 
price  could  be  too  high  in  the  preservation  of 
Such  objects.  lie  ill tl  entertained  hopes  that 
his  rebellious  Subjects  might  be  awakened  toa 
i'enfe  of  their  errors,  and,  by  a  voluntary  return 
to  duty,  juftify  him  in  bringing  about  the  fa- 
vourite will)  of  his  heart,  the  restoration  of 
harmony,  and  re-efiabliihment  of  order  and 
happinefs  in  every  part  of  his  dominions. 

His  majefty  alio  informed  parliament,  that 
no  alteration  had  happened  in  the  ftate  of 
foreign  affairs  fmce  their  meeting,  and  dwelt 
with  pleafure  on  the  aflurances  he  liad  received 

©f 
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«f  the  difpofitions  of  the  European  powers,  chap. 
which  promifed  a  continuance  of  the  general  JJJJJJ; 
tranquillity.  J776. 

To  place  implicit  belief  in  thefe  promifes  or  View  of 
appearances,  at  a  moment  when  Great  Britain  tiheucon; 
was  engaging  m  a  formidable  and  extent]  ve  politics  of 
civil  war,   would  perhaps  have  been  extremely  *'oreisn 
imprudent.     The  avmrances  of  foreign  nations  * 
towards   an  envied   and   hated  political  rival 
can  never    inipire  unlimited   confidence,  and 
they  were  rendered  fufpicious  by  the  pofitive- 
boaft  of  the  Americans  that  it  was  in  their 
power  to  obtain  foreign  alliitance.      The  tri- 
umphant conciuiion  of  the  laft  war,  fo  mortify- 
ing to  the  pride  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  ren- 
dered it  probable,  that  the  courts    of  France 
and   Spain,    rejoicing   in    the    prevailing  mif~ 
underitandin<>-  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies,  would   bv  all  indirect  means  foment, 
and  encourage  them  ;  and  perhaps,  mould  hof- 
tilities  belong  protracted,  take  an  active  mare. 
There  was,  however,  no  immediate  profpect  of 
a  rupture.      The   impreffion  made  during  the 
laft  war,  proving  the  inefficiency  of  the  family 
compact,   was  not  likely  to   be  foon  removed: 
nor  did  the  profpecl  of  taking  arms  in  favour 
of  the  American  infurgcnts  tender  any  lure  of 
advantage  to  induce  the  natural  enemies  of 
Great  Britain  willingly  to  engage  in  the  con- 
teft      No   indemnities    could    be   offered,  no 
hopes  of  aggrandizement  were  prefented;  and 
notwithstanding  the  flattering  profpect  of  hum. 
bling  a  haughty  rival,  the   inclination  woul 
be  repreffed  by  confidering  that  reconciliation 
was  not  yet  defperate,  and   in  fuch  an  event, 
the  officious   intenneddlers  would  be  left  un- 
fupportcd  to  fuftain  the   combined  rcfentment 
of   both.      A  i'udclen  junction    of  France    or 

bB2  Spain 
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t  ratoce.. 


Spain  with  the  Americans  was  not  to  he  dread-- 
ed,  as  whatever  might  he  their  inclination, 
common  prudence  would  dictate  reftraint,  or 
atfartheft  limit  them  to  mere  covert  or  equivo- 
cal affiftance,  till  the  refources  and  ftrength  of 
each  party  were  fully  tried,  and  the  breach 
become  irreparable. 

Nor  did  the  peculiar  ftate  of  either  country 
furniih  reafons  for  expecting  the  commence- 
ment of  hoitilities.     The  laft  years  of  Louis  XV, 
were  marked  with  the  weaknefs  and  violence  of 
a  poor,  proud,  and  tyrannic  government.     The 
acceflion  of  his  grandfon  Louis  XVI,S  was  hail* 
ed  as  an  event  pTomifing  the  moft  beneficial 
events  to  the  nation.     His  amiable  youth,  in- 
tegrity of  character,  and  love  of  virtue,  infpired 
fanguine  hopes  of  a  profperous  reign;  his  mar- 
riage with  Marie  Antoinette  of  Auftria,  daugh- 
ter of  the  emprefs  queen  Maria  Therefa,  and 
filter  to  the  emperor  of  Germany,  was  regarded 
as  the  means  of  cxtinguiming  the  inveterate 
animofity  which  had  fo  long  rent  France  and 
Auftria,  and  both  king  and  queen  were  the  ob- 
jects of  popular  adoration.     Louis  removed  an 
odious  administration,   re-inftated   the   parlia- 
ments  fiippreiled   by   the  late  king,   exerted 
his  efforts  to  relieve  the   diftrefs  occafioned 
by   a  fcarcity   of  grain,   and  fhewed   a  mer- 
ciful  mind   in  the  alterations  of  penal   laws. 
The  friendly  difpofition  of  the  French  govern- 
ment towards  Great  Britain  had  been  unequi- 
vocally demonstrated,  and  the  expectation  that 
fuccour  would  be  afforded  to   the  Americans 
was  fupprefled  by  an  edict  prohibiting  all  in- 
tercourfe  with  them.1      Oppofition,  however, 
in  the  late  feffion  of  parliament,  reafoning  as 
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well  from  general  fyftem  as  from  information  chip. 
which  they  profeffed  to  have  received,  often  xx*'in. 
confidered  the  interference  of  France  as  certain. 
The  idea  of  foreign  danger,  it  was  obferved, 
might  be  thought  viiionary,  but  France  and 
Spain  were  both  arming,  and  could  not,  in 
fact,  avail  themfelves  of  a  better  opportunity. 
The  French  miniftry  was  changed,  and  the 
queen,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  great  influ- 
ence in  that  event,  was  alleged  to  be  biaffed 
by  Choifeul,  the  lover  of  war,  and  the  great 
enemy  of  Britain." 

The  armaments  which  excited  fo  much 
jealoufy  were  alleged,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
be  for  the  purpofe  of  defence,  and  in  the  view 
of  afufung  Spain  againft  the  Algerines,  or 
again  ft  Portugal,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  family  compact.  The  influence  of  the 
queen  was  not  extenfive,  being  counteracted 
by  that  of  the  king's  aunts,  who  were  decidedly 
inimical  to  Choifeul  ;  and  the  firlt  appoint- 
ment of  minifters,  both  domeftic  and  foreign, 
gave  furprize  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  who  law 
almoft  every  individual  whom  the  queen  was 
fuppofed  to  favour,  and  whole  nomination 
would  have  been  agreeable  to  her  mother,  ex-" 
eluded  from  the  cabinet. 

Spain,  poifefVing  immenfe  and  valuable  fet-  Spain. 
tlements  in  South  America,  could  not,  on  any 
principle  of  found  policy,  be  fuppofed  capable 
of  fomenting  and  abetting  the  rebellion  of  ad- 
jacent colonies;  and  the  Brit  iih  miniftry,  con- 
jidently  relying  on  the  eifects  of  force  in 
fpeedily  reducing  the  infurgents  to  fubmillion, 
furveyed  without  alarm  thoie.  circumftanees  on 

w  See  general  Conway's  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  azd 
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chap,  which  opposition  founded  the  molt  ominous 

xxvi  j  r    forebodings. 

Auftria.  Other  powers,  whofe  immediate  interference 

in  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain  was  not  expect- 
ed, regarded  the  American  conteft  with  a  de- 
gree of  intereft  fuited  to  the  magnitude  and 
novelty  of  the  crius,  and  with  fuch  fentiments 
as  their  attachment  to,  or  hatred  of,  the  Briti fh 
government  fuggefted.  The  people  in  moft 
countries  -appeared  to  participate  in  fentiments 
with  the  Americans  ;  but  the  fovereigns  in 
general,  fliewed  no  difpoiition  to  fanetion,  by 
their  approbation,  a  mode  of  conduct  fo  ruinous 
to  the  interefts  of  every  government.  The  em- 
peror,  Jofeph  II.  mewed  dignified  magnanimity 
in  giving  at  once  a  decided  reproof  to  all  who 
expected  that  he  ihould  favour,  even  by  tacit 
compliances,  the  caufe  of  infurrection.  The 
ports  of  the  low  countries  were  Unit  againft 
the  vefiels  of  America,  and  all  intercourfe  with 
them  ftri&ly  prohibited.  At  an  audience  ob- 
tained by  the  Britiih  embalfador,  the  emperor 
expreffed,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  his  opinion 
ofthejuftice  of  the  Engliih  proceedings,  his 
high  fenfe  of  the  perfonal  worth  of  the  king, 
and  a  conviction  that  fuccefs  in  reducing  the 
Americans  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
all  the  regular  governments  in  Europe.  "The 
"  caufe  in  which  the  kino-  is  eno-ao-ed,"  he 
laid,  "  is,  in  facl,  the  caufe  of  all  fovereigns, 
"  who  have  a  joint  intereft  in  the  main- 
"  tenance  of  a  juft  fubordi nation  and  obe- 
"  dience  to  law,  in  all  the  monarchies  which 
"  furround  them."  He  faw  With  pleafure  the 
"  vigorous    exertions     of    national    ftrength 

*  Conformable  to  this  fentiment  is  the  expreflion  related  by  Dr. 
Moore,  "  Je  fuis  par  Metier  royaliite."  View  of  Society  and  Man- 
ners in  France,  &c.  v.  ii(  letter  96. 

"  which 
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*  which  the  kino-  ^-as  employing,  to  reduce  chap. 
"  his  rebellious  fubjecls,  and  fincerely  wiihed  xxvnr. 
"  fuceefs  to  thofe  mcafures."  The  emprefs 
queen  expreffed,  with  no  lefs  warmth,  her  deter- 
mination to  maintain  the  good  underftanding 
between  the  two  crowns,  and  to  prohibit  all 
tranfactions  by  which  her  fubjefts  ihould  feem 
to  afford  afliitance  to  the  colonies,  or  give 
umbrage  to  the  king.  She  had  a  high  efteem, 
ihe  laid,  for  the  king's  principles  of  govern- 
ment, aiineere  veneration  for  his  political  cha- 
racter, and  hearty  defire  to  fee  obedience  and 
tranquillity  reftored  to  every  quarter  of  his 
dominions.  Her  friendfhip  for  the  king,  and 
hereditary  affeetion  for  the  royal  family, 
had  never  abated,  though  a  difference  in 
political  opinions,  the  fource  of  which  ilie 
could  not.  help  attributing  to  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  had,  for  a  confiderable  time,  diminished 
the  opportunities  of  an  interchange  of  good 
offices/ 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  retaining  his  original  PrufT.a, 
refentment  for  the  lofs  of  his  fubfidy,  unequi- 
vocally difapproved  the  conduct  of  administra- 
tion, though  he  did  not  affect  to  iuftifv  the 
Americans,  or  to  with  the  ultimate  failure  of 
the  mother- country.  "  It  was  a  difficult 
"  thing,"  he  laid,  in  a  converfation  with  fome 
Englilii  gentlemen,  "  to  govern  men  by  force 
at  inch  a  diftance;  if  the  Americans  ihould 
be  beat,  which  appeared  a  little  problematic 
cal,  (till  it  Mould  be  next  to  impoffible  to 
continue  to  draw  from  them  a  revenue  by 
taxation  :  if  you  intend  conciliation,"  he 
added,  "  fome  or  your  meafures  are  too  rough ; 
and,    if  fubjection,    too   gentle.     In    fhort, 


u 
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y  From  private  information, 

13  ii  4  "  I  do 
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chap.  l:  I  do  not  underftand  thefe  matters;  I  have 
^SSL!"  "  11Q  c°l°n'6s.  I  hope  you  will  extricate 
11  yourfelves  advantageoufly,  but  I  own  the 
"  affair  feems  rather  perplexing."21  Frederick 
could  not  by  active  interference  influence  the 
difpute,  and  the  habitual  jealoufy  between 
his  court,  and  that  of  Vienna,  operated  as  a 
conftant  reltraint  ;  but  he  was  engaged  in 
fecret  intrigues  in  every  quarter,  to  counteract 
the  interetis,  and  embarrais  the  government 
of  Great  Britain.3 

In 

z  Moore's  View,  &c.  v.  ii.  letter  75. 

■  In  the  [works  of  the  king  of  PruiTia,  the  affairs  of  England  are 
treated  in  a  manner  which  difplays  3t  once  the  ignorance,  malice,  and 
prefumption  of  the  writer.  He  was  from  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent reign  intirely  unacquainted  with  the  politics  of  Great  Britain, 
and  viewed  the  conduct  of  its  i'overeign  and  minifters  only  through 
the  medium  of  rtfentment  and  prejudice.  It  is  fit  the  whole  extract 
containing  his  opinions  on  the  origin  and  conduct  of  the  American 
war  mould  be  given,  that  the  reader  may  judge  how  little  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  the  information  of  this  royal  philofopher,  in  matters 
not  immediately  fubiect  to  his  own  infpection.  After  ditcuffmg 
the  (fate  of  France  in  1775,  he  fays,  that  from  a  conitant  fpirit  of 
rivalfhip  with  England,  flie  law  with  pleai'ure  the  riling  troubles 
in  the  American  colonies,  encouraged,  underhand,  the  fpirit  ci  re- 
volt, and  animated  the  Americans  to  maintain  their  rights  againft 
the  defpotifm  which  George  III.  was  endeavouring  to  eltablifh,  by 
exhibiting  a  prefpect  of  fuecours  to  be  expected  from  the  friendship 
of  the  moll  Chriftian  King.  "  The  court  of  London,"  he  pro- 
ceeds, *«  exhibits  a  picture  totally  different  from  that  we  have  been 
*'  (ketch ing.  Bute,  the  Scotchman,  governs  the  king  and  realm  : 
*'  like  thole  evil  working  fpirits  who  are  always  talked  of,  but  never 
*'  fctn,  he  (luouds  himfelf,  as  well  as  his  operations,  in  impenetiable 
**  obicurity;  his  emi (fanes,  his  creatures,  are  the  fprings  with 
«'  which  he  moves,  at  his  pleafme,  the  political  machine.  His  pcli- 
0  tical  fvftem  is  that  of  the  ancient  lories,  who  maintain  that  it  is 
*'  elTential  to  the  welfare  of  England  that  the  king  (h<mld  be  inverted 
"  with  defpotic  authority,  and  that ,  far  from  controlling  alliances 
*'  with  the  continental  powers,  Great  Britain  Jhould  limit  herfelf folely 
"  to  the  extenfwn  of  her  commercial  advantages.  Paris,  in  his  con- 
"  temjilatton,  is  what  Carthage  ivas  to  Calo  the  Cenfor.  Bute,  if 
"  it  were  in  kis  power,  and  he  could  colUSi  them,  would  dejlroy  in 
"  one  day  oil  the  /hips  of  France.  Imperious  and  harm  in  his  go- 
»*  vernment,  little  fblicitoiis  in  the  choice  of  means,  hi;  fcukwardnefs 
*'  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  is  (iiperior  even  to  his  obttinancy.  This 
"  miniller,  to  uccomplifh  his  grand  views,  began  by  introducing  cor- 
'.'  runtion  in  the  hcufe  of  commons,    A  million  fteiling,  which  the 

"  nation 
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Itf  England,  however,  the   Americans  had   chap. 
their  molt  powerful  and  active  allies  :  the  prefs   J^^flli" 
teemed  with  publications  favourable  to  their     177^ 
caufe;    the  diffenters    generally    declared    in  5|J**I 
their  favour ;  and  all  the  zeal  and  artifice  of  jn  Eng. 
faction  were  emploved  in  augmenting  thenum-  Jand- 
ber  of  their  adherents. 

The  moft  conlpicuous  publication  in  their  Dr.  Pike's 
intereft    was    from    the    pen  of  Dr.    Richard  p.ubl,«- 
Price,  an  eminent  diffenting  minifter,  called, 
**  Obfervations   on  the   Nature   of  Civil   Li- 
"  berty,    the  Principles   of  Government,  and. 
"  the  Juftice  and    Policy    of  the  War   with 

"  America; 


nation  annually  pays  the  king  for  the  maintenance  of  his  civil  lift, 
was  hardly  fufficient  to  gratify  the  venality  of  the  members  of 
parliament.  This  fum,  intended  for  the  expences  of  the  royal 
family,  the  court,  and  embaflies,  was  annually  employed  in  ftrip- 
"  ping  the  nation  of  its  energy ;  George  III.  had  nothing  left  for  his 
'*  fubftjlence,  and  tkefupport  of  the  royal  dignity  at  London,  but  five 
"  hundred  tboufund  crowns,  <wbich  he  drew  from  bis  eltBorate  «/ 
"  Hanover.  The  Englilh  nation, degraded  by  its  foverrign  himlelr, 
"  appeared  to  have  no  will  but  his;  but  as  if  all  thele  provoca- 
•*  tions  were  not  fufficient,  lord  Bute  attempted  a  more  bold  and 
'*  decilive  blow,  for  the  eftablifhment  of  the  defpotifm  he  had  in 
"  view  ;  he  induced  tht  king  to  tax,  by  arbitrary  imports,  the  Aineri- 
•*  can  colonies,  as  well  for  the  augmentation  of  his  revenues,  as  to 
*«  fitablifh  a  precedent  which  in  a  courfe  of  time  might  be  imitated 
"  in  Great  Britain  ;  but  we  mall  fee  that  the  conlequenccs  of  this  acl 
"  of  defpotii'm  did  not  anfwer  his  expectations.  The  Americans, 
"  whom  England  had  not  condefcended  to  corrupt,  openly  oppofed 
"  this  taxation,  fo  repugnant  to  their  rights,  their  cuftoms,  and 
••  above  all,  to  the  liberties  they  had  enjoyed  fince  their  firfl  ellablifli- 
,(  ment.  A  prudent  government  would  have  hallened  to  appeale 
*«  thele  riling  troubles,  but  the  Englilh  miniltry  were  guided  by 
"  other  principles  ;  they  Itirred  up  new  commotions  with  the  colo- 
«'  nies,  on  account  of  the  merchants  who  monopolized  certain  Eaft: 
*'  Indian  merchandizes,  which  they  wanted  to  compel  the  Ameri- 
"  cans  to  purchafe.  The  harfhnefs  and  violence  of  thefe  pro-  1775. 
««  ceedings,  completely  roufed  the  Americans  j  they  held  a  con- 
*'  grefs  at  Philadelphia,  where,  renouncing  the  yoke  of  England, 
"  now  become  infupportable,  they  declared  themfelves  free  and 
"  independent.  From  this  time  we  fee  Great  Britain  engaged  in 
*•  a  war  with  her  colonies  :  but  if  lord  Bute  (hewed  himielf  incx- 
"  pert  in  the  conduct  of  this  affair,  he  appeared  ftill  more  fo  when. 
Y  the   war  began,    lie  fnnply  (bonnement)  imagined  that  feven 

*'  thoufand 
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chap.  :'  America;  and  a  State  of  the  National 
23^"  "  Debt,  an  Eftimate  of  the  Money  drawn 
"  from  the  Public  by  Taxes,  and  an  Account 
"  of  the  National  Income  and  Expend.it 
"  ture  iince  the  laft  War,"  Proceeding:  to 
the  full  extent,  or  rather  exceeding-  the  limits 
marked  out  in  this  ample  title,  the  author 
ftudioufly  endeavoured  to  depreciate  every  part 
of  the  Engliih  government,  and  extol  the 
fpirit  which  engendered  the  American  revolt. 
J  lis  means  were  fimple  and  uniformly  applied. 
In  fpeaking  of  England,  he  never  alVumed  a, 
grand  or  expanfive  view  of  the  conititution 
or  government;  but  guided  the  attention  of 
the  reader  to  fome  ilblated  part,  fonie  lblitary 
proportion,  which  being  taken  feparately  from 
its  intimate  connections  and  relations,  afforded 
fubject  of  exaggerated  cenfure,  or  unqualified 
mifreprefentation.  In  fpeaking  of  America^ 
on  the  contrary,  he  rarely  defcended  to  par- 
ticulars, but  took  an  extenfive   range  among 

i  ■     "  ■  ' ' 

•*  thoufand  regular  troops  were  fufficient  for  the  fubjugation  of 
<c  America,  and  as  he  was  not  quite  fo  good  a  calculator  as  New- 
"  ton,  he  was  always  deceived.  General  Wafliington,  whom  at 
«•  London  they  (Hied  the  leader  of  the  rebels,  obtained,  at  the  be- 
"  ginning  of  holtilmes,  fome  advantages  over  the  royalilts  afTem- 
*«  bled  near  Bolton.  The  king,  who  expected  to  hear  of  victories,, 
<l  was  furprized  at  the  news  of  this  check,  and  the  government 
«*  was  obliged  to  change  its  meafures."  See  Giuvres  complettes 
de  Frederick  il.  Roi  de  Prude,  v.  iv.  Tit  Memoires  de  puis  la  Pai>; 
do  Hubcrtibourg  1763,  jdfqu'a  la  fin  du  Partuge  de  la  Pologne  en 
1775,  Ch.  IV.  The  extract,  given  without  fuppreflion,  audition, 
or  fallification,  will  fufficiently  ifhew  how  little  the  author  underftood 
the  hiftory,  government,  and  politics  of  England.  It  mull  excite 
a  fmile  to  imagine  the  furprize  of  an  Englifh  reader  who  takes  thefe 
things  for  true,  at  finding  the  lyftem  of  lord  Bute  and  the  torus  Co 
confident  with  his  own  prejudices,  and  at  hearing  that  the  fplen- 
dour  of  the  Britifh  court  was  fupported  by  a  revenue  derived  from 
the  Electorate  of  Hanover.  It  would  be  a  wade  of  criticifm  iq 
expole  the  hiitoric.il  and  chronological  errors  in  this  extract,  or  to 
expatiate  on  the  impudence  or   malevolence   by  which  it  is  dic- 
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abftract  principles,  and  treated  government  chap. 
liberty,  and  colonization,  not  as  practical  to-  ^P^[J* 
pics,  but  as  fubjecfcs  of  theoretical  examination.  w** 
His  work  is  written  with  all  the  art  of  pro- 
found premeditation,  and  all  the  heat  of  un- 
extinguiihable  animofity  againft  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain.  Many  publications 
appeared  on  the  other  fide  from  the  moft  pens,11 
but  Dr.  Price's  pamphlet,  though  now  de- 
fervedly  reprobated,  was  extolled  by  the  cla- 
mour of  party,  as  it  afforded  topics  till  then 
not  much  relied  on  for  juiiifying  the  Ame- 
ricans, not  only  in  their  prefent  proceedings, 
but  as  to  their  further  intentions,  whether  direct- 
ed to  independence  or  foreign  alliance.  The 
author  received  the  utmoft  perfonal  homage  itseffea*, 
which  party  could  beftow ;  to  him  was  attri- 
buted the  praife  of  ihewing  that  the  national 
credit  was  precarious,  and  exciting  diftruft 
by  the  manner  in  which  he  treated  of  the  loans 
made  from  the  bank  to  government.  His 
eifay  was  circulated  with  profuhon  and  in- 
cluitry,  and  being  tranflated  into  the  Dutch 
language,  was  fuppofed  to  influence  the  Hol- 
landers in  withholding  their  property  from  the 
Dritiih  funds.0  It  was  often  triumphantly 
quoted  in  parliament :  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
complimented  the  author  in  perfon,d  and  the  '4thMar«, 

b  Among  the  moft  confpicuous  of  thefe  may  be  enumerated, 
Taxation  no  Tyranny,  by  Dr.  Johnfon  :  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Britifli  Colonies,  by  governor  Pownall  :  feveral  excellent  trails 
by  Dr.  Tucker :  and  the  Rights  of  Great  Britain  afluted,  by  an 
anonymous  writer. 

L  See  Hiftory  of  lord  North's  adminiftration,  p.  132. 

d  The  duke  of  Cumberland,  feeing  Dr.  Price  in  an  anti-chamber 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  cxprefled  his  approbation  of  the  treatife  which 
he  had  juft  then  published,  adding,  that  he  had  fat  up  fo  late  the 
ni^ht  before  to  rend  it,  that  it  had  almoft  blinded  him.  Dunning 
obftrved,  he  wa*  forry  his  royal  highnefs  mould  be  fo  affe&ed  by 
a  work  which  had  opened  the  eyes  of  the  greateft  part  of  the 
nation. 

common 
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chap,  common  council  in  London  voted  him  thanksr 
sxvm.  aiu{  prefented    the   freedom   of  the  city  in  a 

1776.     golden  box. 

Heefta-         Yet   thefe  effe&s   were    not   of  confider- 

•ftralT*    aD'e   duration;    applaufe  often  repeated  grew' 

«jniiUty  in    languid,    and    ceafed    to    gratify,    even    the 

Cecity.      zea[  0f  party;  and  whatever  temporary  alarm 

might  have  been  excited,  foon  fuhfided  in  the 

calm  of   experienced   fecurity.      The  city  of 

London  was  daily  recovering  from  the  difeafe 

of  faclioufnefs,  which  had  fo  Ions*  raged  with- 

out  confront.     All  the  efforts  of  two  fucceihve 

lord  mayors,  Wilkes,  and  Sawbridge,   were  in- 

fufficient  to  keep  up,  to  the   dehred  height, 

Htlijune.  the  frenzy  of  taction.     Wilkes,  twice  foiled  in 

an  attempt  to  he  elected  chamberlain,  vented 

his  fpleen  in  afevere  inve6tive  againft  the  whole 

corporation.     "  By  the  late  tranfaclions,"  he 

faid,   "  the  moment  feems  at  length  arrived,  fo 

"  ardently  wifhed   by   every  arbitrary  admi- 

niftration,    when   a  majority   of  the  livery 

appear    to    have  fold    and  furrendered  the 

capital  to  the  miniftry.     By  the  creation  of 

fo  many   unnecerlary   lucrative   offices,  the 

divifion  and  fubdiviiion  of  contracts,    the 

"  threats  of  the   opulent  and  infolent  to  ne- 

iC  ceflitous   and   dependent  tradefmen,  and  all 

"  the  captious  promifes  of  power,  the  greater 

"  number  of  the  livery  feem  at  prefent  either 

M  Julled   into  fupinencfs  and  a  ratal  fecurity, 

"  or  enrolled  among  the   mercenaries  of  cor-* 

ruption  and  defpotifm :    no  longer  worthy 

the  name  of  freemen,    they  are  funk   into 

"  tame,  mean  vaffals,  ignominioully  courting, 

"  and  bowing  their  necks  to,  the  minifterial 

u  yoke.     Such,  it  gives  me   pain  to  think,  is 

"  the  faithful,  but  melancholy  picture  of  this 

"  once  free  and  independent  city.     Ah  public 

"  fbirit 


u 
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*  fpirit  in  the    capital    is   vifibly  decaying,  chap. 

"  and  that  ftern,  manly  virtue  of  our  fathers,   ^™- 

"  which  drove  from  this  land  of  freedom  the     m** 

"  Iaft  Stuart  tyrant,   is   held  in   contempt  by 

"  their  abondoned   offspring*.      A  diffolution 

'**  of  the  empire,  ruin,  and  flavery,  are,  I  fear, 

"  advancing  with  giant  ftrides  upon  us.     We 

<l  are  ripe  for   deftruction.     If  we  are  faved, 

"  it  will  be  almoft  folely  by  the  courage  and 

"  noble  fpirit  of  our  American  brethren,  whom 

M  neither  the    luxuries  of  a   court,    nor  the 

"  fordid   luft  of   avarice  in  a   rapacious  and 

'■  venal  metropolis,  have  hitherto  corrupted." 


r> 
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CHAPTER    THE    TWENTY-NINTH: 
1775—1-776—1777. 

Tran  fact  ions  in  America.  —  Efforts  of  general 
Howe. — State  of  the  American  army. — 
Inactivity  of  the  Britijh  army. — JVaJhing- 
ton  takes  poffeffion  of  Dorchejicr  Heights. 
— Evacuation  ofBofton.  —  Severities  againfi 
loyalifis.  —  Campaign   in  Canada.  ■ —  Exer- 

.  tions  of  congrefs  and  of  Arnold.  — Carleton 
makes  a  f ally.  —  Blockade  of  Quebec  raifed. 
— Action  at  Trois  Rivieres. — The  Ameri- 
cans evacuate  Canada. — Great  exertions  on 
both  fides  to  prepare  naval  force.  —  The 
American  fleet  defeated  and  deflroyed.  — ■ 
Proceedings  in  North  Carolina. — Loyalifis 
defeated.  —  Expedition  to  Brunfwick. —  Un- 
fucccfsful  attempt  on  Sullivan's  Ifland.  — 
Proceedings  in  congrefs.  —  Efforts  to  attain 
independence.  —  Publicatimis.  —  Common 
Senfe.  —  Congrefs  recommend  to  feveral  colo- 
nies to  new  model  their  governments.  —  Pro- 
ceedings in  Maryland  —  Philadelphia  — 
Virginia.  —  Declaration  of  rights.  — -  Dif- 
cufjion  of  the  queftion  of  independency  —  it  is 
carried.  —  Declaration  of  independency.  — 
Its  reception  by  the  people  and  the  army. — 
Britijh  plan  of  campaign.  —  Arrival  of  lord 
Howe. — Attempt  to  negotiate  with  JVajhing- 
ton. — Refficd  on  a  plea  of  form.  —  Fur- 
ther efforts. — Letter  to  Franklin.  —  Battle 
of  Brooklyn. — Retreat  of  the  Americans  to 
New  York. — Renewed  negotiatioji.  —  Com* 
mittee  of  congrefs  confer  with  the  Britijh 
commiffioners.  —  Treaty  terminated.  —  De- 
claration of  the  commifjiomrs.  —  Prepara- 
#  tions 
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tionsfor  the  attack  of  New  York.  — Capture 
of  the  city — which  is  fct  on  fire  by  American 
incendiaries. —  Battle  of  White.  Plains.— 
Capture  of  Fort  Wajhington. — Successful 
invajion  of  New  Jerfey. — Difpofitkn  of  the 
Britijh  troops  in  winter-quarters.  — Expe- 
dition to  Rhode  I/land. —  Capture  of  general 
j£ee. — Exertions  of  congrefs. —  Articles  of 
confederation.  — Other  mexi fur  es.— They  re- 
tire to  Baltimore.  —  Miferahle  ftate  of  the. 
anny.  —  The  Hejjians  fiationed  at  Trenton 
furprized  by  Wajhington.  —  Lord  Cornwallis 
returns  to  the  Britijh  army.  —  Wajhington 
furprizes  Princeton  —  and  recovers  the  Jer- 
fens.  —  General  obfervations  on  the  cam- 
paign. 

(^Jeneeal   Howe,    on  being  inverted   with   chap, 
the   chief   command  at  Bolton,    exerted    ™;^>, 
himfelf  in  alleviating  the  diftreffes  felt  by  his  EffI77S'r 
troops  from  the  want  of  necelfaries;  but  his  gen^ai** 
efforts  were  not  attended  with  proportionate  Howe, 
fuccefs  :    the  velfels  difpatched  to  the  Weft 
Indies  returned  with  only  feanty  fnpplies ;  the 
horrors  of  an  American  winter  were  augmented 
by  a  want  of  fuel ;  many   of  the  vcnels   fent 
from  England  with  coals  were  loft  or  captured, 
and  the  timber  of  buildings  was  ufed  as  afub- 
ftitute. 

The  Amerieans,  however,  were  in  "Trill  greater  state  of  &t 
diftreis:  unufed  to  fubordination,  divided  in  ar^"caIi 
opinions  refpecting  the  ultimate  views  of  their 
leaders,  loathing  inactivity,  and  regretting  the 
lofs  of  domeftic  enjoyment,  they  looked  for- 
(1  with  impatience  to  the  period  when  the 
termination  of  their  agreement  to  ferve  fliould 
enable  them  to  revifit  their  own  roofs.  Large 
companies  folieited  leave  of   ablenoe,   which 

the 


S84  HISTORY   OF    ENGLAND. 

chap,   the  commanders  dared  riot  refufe,  left  a  total 
^jcxix.    disregard  of  fubordination  mould  enfue.     Dr. 
1775.      Franklin   and   two   other    members,     deputed 
by  congrefs  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  as  a 
committee   to    concert   with  Wamington  the 
means   of   organizing   a   new    force    for   the 
enfuing    jear,    found    unexpected    and    dif- 
couraging  difficulties.     The  experience  of  a 
year's  fervice  had  cooled  the  ardour  of  enter- 
prize,  and  abated  the  confident  hope  of  fpeedy 
fuccefs ;    the  recruiting   was   (lowly   effected, 
Dec.  1775.  and    the   Connecticut  troops,  whole  term    of 
fervice  firft  expired,  quitted  the  army.*     The 
acceifton  of  recruits  was  prevented  by  fear  of 
the  fmall-pox  :  the  whole  force  under  Warning- 
ton  did  not,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  amount 
17th  and     to  ten  thoufand,  but  was   fhortly  afterwards 
isth  Jan.    augmented  to   about  feventeen  thoufand,  by 

drafts  from  the  militia. b 
Their  Another  caufe  of  alarm  and  diftrefs  to  the 

wants.  befie«;ers  of  Bolton  was  derived  from  the  de- 
iiciency  of  military  ftores,  which  no  art  could 
palliate,  and  no  exertion  wholly  relieve.  The 
coaft  of  Africa  was  deprived  of  its  ftock  of 
powder  by  a  judicioufly  concerted  purchafe, 
and  a  considerable  quantity  was  feized  on 
board  a  veffel  near  the  bar  of  St.  Auguftine. 
One  Hopkins  alio,  by  a  bold  and  fuccefsful 
expedition  to  Providence,  one  of  the  Bahama 
illands,  procured  fome  valuable  artillery;  but 
all  thefe  acquihtions  were  only  partial  and 
temporary  resources :  extenfive  lupplics  could 
not,  be  obtained,  the  manufacture  of  gunpow- 
der directed  by  congrefs  proceeded  with  dif- 
couraging  tardinefs,  and  even  when  individuals 

*  On  their  way  home  feveral  were  arrefted  by  the  country  people, 
and  compelled  to  return. 

b  Ramfey,  v.  i.  p.  358.     Wafliington's  Letters,  v.  i„ 

were 
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were  deprived   of  their  arms   for  the  public   chap. 
fervice,  two  thoufand  of  the  infantry  ftill  re-    J^S^l; 
mained  unfupplicd.  1776. 

While  fuch  was   the  relative  fituation  of  inaaivity 
the  oppofed  armies,  it  afforded  much  reafona-  °Jxh^ 
ble  ground  of  furprize,  that  Howe  fliould  re-  army. 
main  pent  up  in  Bofton,  and  make  no  military 
effort  to  relieve  the  miferies  of  his  own  troops, 
and  crufh  the  hopes  of  the  Americans.     He 
was  not  io-norant  of  Walhinoton's  alarmino* 
diltreffes ;  and  this  want  of  enterprize  enabled 
his  opponent  to  boaft  of  his  own  exertions  and 
fituation,  as  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  hif- 
tory  ;  he  had  maintained  his  poll  for  fix  months 
"without  powder  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  had  dif- 
banded  one  armv,  and  recruited  another,  withki 
mufket  iliot  of  more  than  twenty  Britifh  regi- 
ments.0 

In  this  interval,  the  American  general  often  Prudence 
felt  the  approaches  of  defpondency,  and  in-  pf^Wani' 
ti mated  apprehen lions  in  refpeet  to  the  necefrity     to 
of  an  accommodation  with  the  mother-coun- 
try,d  yet  he  was  never  deferted  by  his  courage, 
or  by  that  more  rare  quality  of  perfeverance, 
which    preffes    forward   with   manly   firmnefs 
towards  its  ultimate  objecl,    not  deterred   by 
dangers,  or  goaded  into  injudicious  exertion 
by  peevifh   clamours  or   petulant   reproaches. 
Alany  of  thefe  a  (Vaults  Wafliington    endured 
with  undifturbed  fereuity;  it  was  alleged  that 
vigorous  efforts  would  iucceed  in  expelling  the 
Englifh  from  Bofton,  and  he  was  accufed  of 
delaying  effectual  exertion  for  the  fake  of  pro- 
lonsnno;  the  period   of  his  command.     When  Feb. 
his  armv  was  fufficiently  reinforced  to  iuftifv     Va- 
the  nfk  or  a  decilive  mealure,  a  couucu  of  ofDbr- 

chtlter 
c  Wafhington'.,  Letters,  v.  i.  p.  71.       <*  IJ.cm,  p.  34.-9:.  c'^    ** 

vol.  11.  c  c  war 
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chap,  war  refolved,  as   the  moft   effectual  means  of 
xxix.    expelling  the   En  glim   before    the    arrival   of 
1776.     fuccours,    to  obtain    poueflion    of  Dorchefter 
Heights." 

General  Clinton  had  frequently  remon- 
ftratecl  with  Gasre,  and  his  iucceifor,  on  the 
importance  of  this  poll  :  but  as  Bolton  was 
to  be  evacuated,  and  a  mole  central  pofition 
affumed,  no  attention  was  paid  to  this  object. 
Walhington,  for  a  feint,  commenced  a  bom- 
bardment of  the  town  on  other  points,  which, 
from  the  unfkilfulftefs  of  his  engineers,  and 
the  deficiency   of  powder,   excited  more  de- 

5th March,  riiion  than  alarm ;  but  the  garrifon  was  Sud- 
denly furptized  by  obferving  the  heights  of 
Dorchefter  fortified  with  lines  of  defence,  of 
which,  on  the  preceding  evening,  not  the 
fmalleft  indications  had  appeared.     This  maf- 

*th  March,  terty  manoeuvre  was  performed  in  one  night, 
by  a  body  of  two  thoufand  men  under  general 
Thomas,  who  carried  on  their  operations  with 
equal  zeal  and  diligence,  and  with  fuch  pro- 
found filence,  as  to  prevent  fufpicion,  and  en- 
fure  fuccefs. 

A  violent  ftorm  and  flood  prevented  an 
intended  attack  on  the  heights,  the  afcent  to 
which  was  almoft  perpendicular,  and  the  ene- 
my, as  a  means  of  defence,  had  chained  to- 
gether hogfheads  filled  with  femes,  intending  to 
roll  them  down  on  the  heads  of  the  alfailants  : 
thefe  complicated  difficulties,  and  a  remon- 
strance from  the  admiral  that  the  mips  could 
no  longer  remain  fecure  in  the  road  while  the 
enemy  retained  the  heights,  occafioned  the 
evacuation    of   Bofton.      Nearly   a   fortnight 

'  n  of       was  fpent  in  preparing  for  the  embarkation, 
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during  which  the  enemy  offered  no  molefla-   chap. 
lion.     The  Britiih  army,  together  with  a  great    J^i^;, 
number  of  refugees,   ipeeclily  arrived  at  Ha-      1776. 
lifax.  ■'*»*'• 

Washington,  on  taking  poffeflion  of  the  Severities 
town,  confifcated  the  eftates  and  effects  of  emi-  .oty^afll- 

.  .  .  .         ington. 

giants,  tried  the  royalifts  as  public  enemies 
and  betrayers  of  their  country,  and  fequeftered 
their  effects  for  the  public  fervice.  His  entry 
exhibited  all  the  pomp  of  victory.  The  pro- 
vincial legiflature  complimented  him  with  an 
affectionate  addrefs ;  and  the  general  congrefs 
accompanied  their  vote  of  thanks  with  an 
honorary  medal. 

Under  all  circumftances,  the  retreat  from  Obferya- 
the  capital  of  Maifachuffet's  Bay  was  dif- 
honourablc  and  difadvantageous  to  the  Bri- 
tiih arms.  Although  it  had  been  refolved  to 
abandon  that  pofition,  yet  the  difgrace  of 
being  compelled  to  retreat  was  unneceffarily 
incurred.  The  credit  of  entcrprize,  and  fame 
of  achievement  accruing  to  the  enemy,  were 
of  the  higheit  importance  to*a  people  yet  in 
the  rudiments  of  the  military  proteffion,  doubt- 
ful of  their  own  ftreno'th,  rather  daring  than 
confident,  qualified  only  for  fudden  exertion, 
unimproved  by  practice,  and  un retrained  by 
discipline.  But  acqnifitions  rhore  folid  than 
thefe  fpeculative  advantages,  arofe  from  the 
precipitate  evacuation' of  Bofton  :  the  barracks 
Avere  uninjured,  the  cannon  were  only  in  part 
rendered  unfit  for  immediate  fervice,  immenfe 
flores  were  left  untouched,1  and  not  a  dwel- 

f  The  ordnance  and  ftores  thus  abandoned  confifted  in  250  pieces 
of  cannon,  half  of  which  were  Serviceable,  >  thirteen  and  a  half 
inch  mortars,  2,500  chaldrons  of  lea  coal,  25,000  bufhels  of  bar- 
ley, 600  bufhels  of  oats,  100  jars  of  oil,  and  150  hodes.  This 
Jajge  fupply  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  enemy,  who  were 
Jibomuig  undei  the  gf-ite'l  want  bothof  ltores  and  provifions. 

CCS  ling 
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chap,  ling  was  damaged,  except  thofe  which  had 
xxix.  been  confumed  for  fuel.  Thus  was  Bofton, 
tp6.  the  cradle  of  revolution,  and  the  primary  ob- 
ject of  parliamentary  vengeance,  left  to  the  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  enemy,  rather  improved  than 
injured  by  the  refidence  of  a  royal  army,  and 
thus  the  Americans  received  the  means  as  well 
as  the  earneft  of  further  fuccefs. 

From  the  circumftances  attending  this  event, 
it  has  been  allerted,  that  a  compact  was  en* 
tered    into    between    the    oppofing    generals, 
granting  a  fufpeniion  of  hostilities  during  the 
embarkation,  as  the  price  of  forbearing  to  in- 
jure the  town.     The  exiftence  of  fuch  a  con- 
vention, always  denied  by  the  Britim  miniitry, 
is  amply  difproved  by  the  teftimony  of  Waih- 
ino-ton  himfelf,  who  affigns  clear  and  fatisfac- 
tory    reafons    for    not    attacking     the    royal 
armv. s     Many    velTels   which   arrived   fubfe- 
quently  to  the  evacuation,  fell   into  the  hands 
of  the    enemy ;  thofe  laden  with  ftores,    were 
important   acquisitions  ;    mips  were   ftationed 
off  Bofton  for  preventing  fuch  accidents,  but 
from    the   peculiar   fituation   of  the   harbour, 
the  captains  were  not  always  able  to  effect  their 
orders. 
Campaign       Since  the  death  of  Montgomery,  the  interefts 
in  Canada.  of  ^  Americans  had  fuffered  a  rapid  declen- 
Exertions    hon  in  Canada.     The  intelligence  of  his  fuc- 
grefs""       ce^s  in^pire(l  congreis  with  unbounded  hopes  ; 
and  even  after  his  fall,  fome  meafures  were  pro- 
1.9th  Jan.    p0fec|5  but  negligently  accomplished,  forgiv- 
ing effect  to  his  meaiures.     Specie  was  voted, 
and  afmall  fum  obtained ;  reinforcements  were 
24th.      decreed,  but  the  levies  were  fparingly  filled  ; 
an  addrefs  was  framed  by  congreis  ;  printers 
and  preachers  were  difpatc lied  to  propagate  the 

8  Wafriington's  Letters,  v.  I.  p.  zo6,  107,  108. 

American 
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American  fyftem  in  Canada ;  and  a  deputation,   chap. 
headed  by  Franklin,  was  appointed  for  the  pur-     ™^ 
pofe  of  luring  the  people  into  an  alloc iati on,      1776. 
by  a  promifed  participation  in   all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  confederacy,  the  freedom  of  reli- 
gion, and  peaceable  poileihon  of  ecclcfiaftical 

property. b 

Before  the  breaking  up  of  the  froft,  Arnold  Exertion, 

&      *..  .-.  •/*    1    or  Arnold. 

was  joined  by  lit  companies  or  a  new  railed 
regiment  under  Arthur  St.  Clair;  but  though  nthApriL 
his  fpirit  and  activity  had  enabled  him,  with  the 
fmall  refidue  of  the  invading  army,  to  keep 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  in  continual  alarm,  his  re- 
fources  were  inadequate  to  the  extent  of  his 
enterprize ;  and  the  mifconduct  and  brutality 
both  of  officers  and  foldiers,  completed  the 
alienation  of  the  natives.  The  fmall  pox 
fpread  among  the  troops  with  fuch  virulence, 
that  when  their  nominal  mutter  amounted  to 
three  thoufand,  not  above  nine  hundred  were 
fit  for  duty.  Arnold,  however,  erected  batteries 
on  the  mores  of  St.  Lawrence  to  burn  the 
(hipping,  made  an  irruption  into  the  fuburbs 
and  burned  a  few  houfes ;  but  was  repulled,  and 
the  (hipping  remained  uninjured. 

Reinforcements    being    daily    expected  Carleton 
from    England,    and    the    impracticability    of  jSf* 
making  an   effectual   impreflion  on   the  city 
being  fufficiently  proved,  the  American  gene- 
rals  became   anxious   to  retire.      They    were   6th May. 
taking  meauues  for  this  purpofe,  when  the  Ifis 
man  of  war  and  two  frigates,  the  iiilt  which 
arrived  from  England,  with  great  labour,  con- 
duct, and  refolution,  forced  their  way  through 
the  ice,  not  yet  deemed  pallable,  and  cut  off 
all  communication  between  parties  on  different 
fides  of  the  river.     Carleton,   availing  himielf 

r>  Ramfay,  v.  i.  p.  265.  et  feq. 
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of  their  confternatiun,  made  a  fally.  The 
Americans  were  already  retreating,  the  con- 
fuiion  foon  became  general,  and  they  fled  un- 
refifting  on  all  fides,  leaving  their  artillery, 
ftores,  fcaling  ladders,  and  every  other  incum- 
brance, and  folicitous  only  for  perfonal  fafety. 
As  the  king's  troops  could  not  purfue,  the 
daughter  was  inconfiderable;  a  few  fick  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  victors,  and  fome  fmall 
mips  of  war,  having  worked  their  way  up  the 
river,  took  and  recaptured  feveral  velTels.  The 
Americans,  in  a  few  days,  were  collected  at 
Sorel. 

Thus  was  the  feige  or  blockade  of  Quebec 
raifed,  after  a  continuance  of  five  months. 
To  the  excellent  military  conduct;  of  Carleton, 
great  applaufe  is  due  for  the  prefervation  and 
deliverance  of  the  place  :  his  humanity  and 
prudence  are  equally  admirable.  Learning 
that  feveral  fugitives  were  concealed  in  the 
woods,  he  ililied  a  proclamation,  alluring  them 
and  his  prifoners  of  relief,  protection,  and  fafe 
conduct  to  their  places  of  refidence.  This 
conduct  was  not  imitated  by  the  Americans, 
whofe  treatment  of  the  Britifli  prifoners  was 
harm,  fevere,  and  wantonly  cruel. j 

A  fmall  party  of  Britiih  and  Indians;, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Fofter,  pro- 
ceeded from  a  poll  called  Ofwagatchie,  and 
captured  the  Cedars,  iituate  about  thirty  miles 
from  Montreal :  in  feveral  fubfequent  fkir- 
miilies,  many  prifoners  were  made,  whom  the 
Indians  were  with  difficulty  prevented  from 
butchering  according  to  their  cuftom  ;  but 
when  a  cartel  was  arranged  between  Fofter 
and  Arnold,  congrefs  refufed  to  ratify  it  on 

*  Stedman,  v.  i.  p.  169.     Washington's  Letters,  v.  i.  p.  14$. 
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a  moft  falfe  and  unfounded  pretence  that  their  chap. 
priibners  had  been  treated  with  inhumanity. k       xxix. 
Reinforcements  from  Ireland  and  Eng-      *776. 
land,  a  detaclunent  from  general   Howe,   and  A1^nat 
another  of  foreign  troops,  having  augmented  the  Trois  Ri- 
army  in  Canada  to  thirteen  thouiand  men,  Car-  viere*« 
letonpurfued  the  route  of  the  Americans  to  Trios 
Rivieres,  a  village  in  the  midway  between  Mon- 
treal  and  Quebec.     The  enemy  in  their  retreat 
had  alfo  met  ioine  fuccours  lent  by  congrefs, 
and  attempted  at  this  place  to  furprize  the  royal 
forces.     This  project  was  at  once  rafh  and  def- 
perate,  but  the  ihame  of  failure  in  the  invafion 
of  Canada,  the   importance  of  retaining  it,  and 
the  necefiity    of  employing  the  troops  in  fome 
decided  action,  influenced  Thomfon,    who  was 
now  commander  in  chief,   to  eiuiy  the  perilous 
enterprize.      The  divided  ftate    of  the  royal 
forces    alone  prefented  a  profpect  of  fuccefs. 
A  confiderable   body   was  ftationed   at    Trois 
Rivieres,  under  brigadier  general  Frazer  ;  an- 
other portion,  commanded  by  brigadier  gene- 
ral Neflrit,  lay  near  them  on  board  the  tranf- 
ports ;    while    a    far  greater    number,    under 
Carleton,  Burgoyne,  Philips,  and  the  German 
general  Reidelel,  were  feattered  on  the  land  and 
water  in  the   way  from   Quebec.      Thomfon 
proceeded  with  the  utmoit  caution,  coaiting  in 
the  night,    and   concealing  his  forces  by  day. 
On  landing,  however,  his  troops  were  difcover-  8th  June, 
ed  by  a  pcaiant ;  and   Frazer    Mas  enabled  to 
make  preparations    for   repelling   the    attack. 
The  Americans,    notwithltandiug  their   hopes 
Qf  fuccefs  by  furprize  werefruftrated,  behaved 
with  great  fpirit,  and  fecured  a  retreat,  though 
not  without  confiderable  lofs.  Thomfon  himfelf, 

k  See  Stedmary  v.  i.  p.   175,  Wafhington's  Letters,  v.  i.  p.  284, 
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with  about  two  hundred  of  his  men,  were  taken 
prifoners.  Colonel  St.  Clair,  who  fucceeded  in 
the  command,  with  equal  judgment  and  intre- 
pidity extricated  the  army  from  their  perilous 
iituation,  and  in  a  few  days,  after  experiencing 
many  hardships,  they  joined  the  main  body  at 
Sorel.  Carleton  purfued,  but  not  with  iuificient 
alertnefs,for  when  his  firft  clivifi on  arrived  at  Sorel, 
the  enemy  had  already  evacuated  it  two  hours. 

General  Sullia'an,  who  conducted  the 
retreat  from  Canada,  led  his  troops  through  a 
difficult  and  dangerous  tract  of  country,  and,  in 
the  face  of  a  fuperior  force,  effected  their  fafety, 
preferved  their  cannon,  baggage,  and  ftores, 
and  brought  off  a  numerous  body  of  fick.  The 
Canadians  who  had  been  feduced  into  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  invaders,  purfued  their  retreat 
with  reproaches  and  expoftulations,  but  their 
complaints  met  with  little  attention. 

The  American  army  croffed  lake  Champlain, 
and  reached  Crown  Point;  General  Gates  had 
been  appointed  to  command  them,  but  on  learn- 
ing their  ill  fucccfs  he  remained  within  the 
province  of  New  York.  The  Americans  having 
effected  their  retreat,  employed  themfelves,  un^ 
der  Arnold,  with  the  utmoft  diligence  in  equip- 
ping a  fleet  of  fixteen  veflels,  carrying  ninety 
guns,  for  the  purpofe  of  commanding  lake 
Champlain.  By  direction  of  the  general  they 
Avere  conftructed  to  row  or  fail,  like  thofe  ufed 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  whole  fleet  was 
under  his  command. 

Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  equally  occupied 
in  the  creation  of  a  fleet,  and  the  conftruction 
of  batteaux  to  carry  his  army  acrofs  the  lakes. 
Affiled  by  the  able  and  indefatigable  exertions  of 
general  Phillips,  who  commanded  the  artillery, 
commodore  Douglas,,  captain  Pringle,  lieute- 
1  wants 
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wants  Schanks,  Dacrcs,  Pellew,  Longroft,  and   chap. 
Tawkener,  of  the  navy;  he  collected  a  flotilla  of    ™J^ 
five  armed  veflels,  and  twenty-two  gun-boats,  g  1776^ 
carrying  eighty-feven  guns.  The  armed  veflels    ^ 
•were  manned  by  naval  officers  and  feamen  ;  the 
gun- boats    by   the   Britiili  and  Heffian  artil- 
lery} under  their  own  officers,  with  merchant- 
feamen  to  row  them.     The  command  of  the 
whole  was  intruded   to   captain  Pringlc,  with 
the   rank   of  commodore:   Sir  Guy   Carleton 
went  on  board  his  velfel  as  a  paffcnger. 

The  enemy  having  advanced  to  Point  an  fer,  5*  oa. 
the  flotilla,  by  great  exertions,  was  enabled  to 
quit  St.  John's.  The  army,  commanded  by 
lieutenant  general  Burgoyne,  followed  as  far  as 
Cumberland  Bay,  having  been  inftr  lifted  to 
attend  the  fuccefs  of  the  naval  operations. 

The  gun-boats  commenced  effective  opera-  "** 
tions  by  driving  on  ihore,  on  Valcour  Illand, 
an  American  brig  of  fourteen  guns.  The  In- 
dians, who  attended  the  Britifh  fleet  in  canoes, 
then  landed,  and  retained  poffeffion  of  the  iflarid, 
between  which,  and  the  eaftern  more  of  the  lake, 
the  enemy's  fleet  was  anchored.  The  Britifh 
gun-boats,  affifted  by  inch  veffcls  as  could  work 
into  the  bay  againft  the  wind,  alfailed  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  the  firing  continued  till  funfet,  during 
which  time  three  American  veflels  were  deftroy- 
ed,  with  about  feventy  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed :  the  Britifh  loft  one  gun- boat  and  twenty 
men. 

Arnold,  anticipating  a  certain  defeat  when 
the  armed  velfels  and  gun-boats  could  be  en- 
abled to  aft  conjointly  againft  his  crippled  fleet, 
dexteroufly  palled  between  the  Britifh  armament 
and  the  Ihore  duringt  he  night,  and  at  day-break, 
almoft  the  whole  of  his  force  was  out  of  light.  Vth. 
Apurfuit  was  commenced,  and  a  gale  of  wind, 
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which  difperfed  his  ftjuadron,  was  fo  favourable' 
to  the  Eiigliihj  that  in  the  two  fucceeding  clays, 
three  vefiels,  with  brigadier  general  Waterbury, 
were  captured;  fix  more  general  Arnold  ran  on 
J]  1  ore  and  burned,  and  only  three  efcaped,  with 
Arnold  himfelf,  to  Ticonderoga.    ■ 

In  this  exploit feveral.  lingular  circumftances 
deferve  to  be  particularly  commemorated.  Lake 
Champlain  is  ninety  miles  in  length,  and  at 
the  wideft  part  twelve  in  breadth,  iituated  up- 
wards of  feven  hundred  miles  from  the  lea,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The 
veiYels  were  conitrufted  in  England,  and  after 
crofting  the  Atlantic,  taken  to  pieces,  and  car- 
ried by  land,  fix  teen  miles,  from  Fort  Chamblee 
to  Saint  John's,  the  river  being  impaftable,  and 
too  ihallow  for  the  veftels.  The  number  of 
Britilh  naval  officers  who  afterwards  acquired 
high  renown,  many  of  whom  began  their  aclive 
fervice  in  this  expedition,  is  alio  remarkable. 
The  Americans  laboured  under  almoft  equal 
difficulties  with  the  Englifh  in  forming  their 
armament,  and  the  gallantry  of  Arnold  fhould 
not  be  forgotten  :  when  under  the  neeeftity  of 
firing  fix  of  his  veffels,  he  remained  on  board 
his  galley  till  fhe  was  completely  enveloped  in 
flame,  and  left  his  flaa;  flying;  in  actuation  where 
it  could  not  be  ftruck. 

No  impediment  now  remaining,  the  Englifh. 
advanced  and  took  pofteftion  of  Crown  Point, 
where  thev  found  the  works,  and  barracks  for  a 
thoufand  men,  in  a  ft  ate  of  decay.  Preparations 
were  made  for  renderi  ng  them  capable  of  defence, 
and  leaving  a  garrifon,  but  from  the  advanced 
period  of  the  feafou,  it  wras  deemed  impraeti- 
cable  to  feeure  fupplies  of  provilions,  while 
lake  Champlainr  neither  entirely  open,  nor 
completely  frozen,  would  foon  become  impafT 

fable 
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table  till  after   Chriltmas.      The    garrifon   of  chap. 
Ticonckrdsra  was  coniidered  too   numerous  to    xxlx. 
afford  hopes  of  a  fuccefsful  ailaulton  the  works,      1776. 
and  the  army  evacuated  Crown  Point,  and  re-  16  Nov. 
turned  to  Canada,  having  deltroved  a  material 
obftruction  to  the  operations  of  the  next  fum- 
mer,  and  ftrengthened  the  Britifh  fleet  fo  as  to 
preclude   all  probability  of  the  building  and 
equipment  of  another  fquadron  by  the  enemy 
to  difpute  the  command  of  the  lake  in  the  en- 
fuing  fpying.  • 

Governor   Martin,  after  his  expulfion  Proceed- 
from  the  government  of  North  Carolina,  ufed  '"Ss,i" 

North  Cn* 

many  efforts  to  regain  the  colony,  and  Mras  rolina. 
ftimulated  in  his  exertions  by  information  that 
confiderable  fuccours  were  expected  under  Sir 
Peter  Parker  and  lord  Cornwallis.  By  means 
of  trufty  emiilliries,  he  embodied,  under  the 
command  of  colonels  Macdonald  and  Macleod, 
the  Scotch  emigrants,  and  a  number  of  refolute 
unruly  men  called  regulators,  who  lived  in  a 
wandering  ftate  of  independence,  chiefly  occu- 
pied in  hunting.  The  enemy  immediately  col- 
lected a  force  under  colonel  James  Moore, 
afterwards  a  major-general.  The  plans  of  the 
loyalifts  were  difcovered  and  counteracted  ;  for 
want  of  unanimity,  they  fuffcred  an  important 
period  to  elapfe  in  conferences,  while  Moore 
Avas  joined  by  five  hundred  men  under  colonel 
Cafwell.  Both  bodies  were  ftationed  near  26th Feb- 
Moore's  Creek,  and  an  attack  of  the  loyalifts  JJf^1  ^ 
expected,  when  Moore  during  the  night  retreat-  \i\s. 
ed  acrofs  the  water  to  a  place  of  am  bum,  taking 
the  planks  from  the  bridge,  and  greafing  the 
flecpers,  fo  that  only  one  man  at  a  time  could 
advance.     Deluded  by  fires  left   in  the  camp, 

1  In  this  narrative  I  have  been  afiilted  by  valuable  private  infor- 
rnation. 

Macleod 
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chap.   Maeleod  co'nfidered  it  evacuated  through  fear, 
**IX-;   and   preflino-   unwarily  forward   with  a   fmall 
1775.      number  of  men,  was  killed,  together  with  moil 
*7tv*eb.    Qf  |1js  followers  ;  fome  fled,  and  the  refidue,  in- 
cluding Macdonald,  were  taken  prifoners. 
^dMay.         Delays   in  Ireland,  and  bad  weather,  pre- 
t^Etnf  °  vente(^ tne  arrival  of  the  forces  embarked  with 
wkk.         Sir  Peter  Parker  till  the  feafon  was  confiderably 
advanced.171      General    Clinton,   who    quitted 
Bofton  in  December,  took   command  of  thefe 
troops  on   their  arrival  at  Cape  Fear,  and  by 
proclamation  invited  the  colonifts  to  return  to 
their  allegiance,  which   produced  but  incon- 
fiderablc  etfccl.     The  general  next  ordered  a 
fmall  party  to  the  town  of  Brunfwick,  to  try 
the  loyalty  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  and  afcer- 
tain  whether  they  would  arm  in  favour  of  Great 
Britain,  but  the  latenefs  of  the  arrival  at  Cape 
Fear  did  not  afford  time  for  the  experiment. 
Unfuccefs-       Another  expedition  was   undertaken    by 
onSuiTuPt  general  Clinton,  in  conjunction  with  Sir  Peter 
vans         Parker,  agaisift  Sullivan's  Illand,  which  princi- 
pally protected  the  trade  of   Charleftown,   in 
South  Corolina.     After  fome  delays  the  fleet 
reached  the  place  of  deftination,  and  the  gene- 
ral took  pofleffion  of  Long  Ifland,  on  the  point 
of  which  batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars  were 
raifed,  and  which  Mas  reprefentcd  as  commu- 
nicating with  Sullivan's  by  a  ford,   paflable  at 
low  water,  and  with  the  main  by  creeks  navi- 
gable with  boats  of  draft.     Clinton,  on  invef- 
tiiraiino;  the  fituation  of  the  ford,  found,  to  his 
Lrrcat  mortification,  the  channel,  which  was  re- 

n>  Thefc  confifted  of  the  Briftol  of  50  guns,  Sir  Peter  Parker  ;  the 
Experiment  of  50  guns  ;  the  Aftive,  Solebay,  Afteon,  and  Syren 
frigates  of  28  guns  each;  the  Sphynx  of  20  guns;  a  hired  armed 
fhipofz£;  a  fmall  floop  of  war,  and  an  armed  fchooner,  and  the 
Thunder  bomb-ketch.  The  land  forces  under  lord  Cornwallis  and 
brigadier  -general  Vaughan  comprifed  fix  regiments  and  fevtn  com- 
panies. 

ported 
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ported  to  be  only  eighteen  inches,  upwards  of  chap. 
ieven  feet  in  depth  :  his  operations  from  Long    ^J^ 
Iiland  confequently  became  confined,   and  al-      177* 
though  his  fituation  occafioned   alarm  to  the 
enemy,  yet  as  he  had  not  boats  for  above  feveu 
hundred  men,  he  could  not  attempt  any  im- 
portant operation.   He  informed  the  commo-  igthjunt. 
dore  that  there  was  no  practicable  ford,  and  of 
the  confequent  irnpoflibility   of  co-operating, 
but  offered,  when  the  attack  ihould  be  begun, 
to  make  a  diverfion  in  the  admiral's  favour,  or 
to  fend  two  battalions  to  acl  on  his  fide,  in  cafe 
lie  and    the  general  officer  appointed  to  com- 
mand them  ihould  be  of  opinion  they  could  be 
protected  in  landing,  and  employed  to  advan- 
tage ;  a  propofal  to  which  no  anfwer  was  re- 
turned. 

The  defence  of  Sullivan's  Ifland  was  con- 
dueled   by   colonels    Moultrie  and   Thomfon, 
under  the  direction  of  general    Lee,  who   had 
travelled  from  the  main  army  to  a  fpot  north  of 
Sullivan's  Iiland,  where  he  lay  encamped,  and 
maintained  a  communication  bv  means   of  a 
bridge   of  boats.     The  ftreets    near  the  water 
were  ftrongly   barricaded;    the  ilores  on    the 
wharfs  pulled  down,  and  lines  of  defence  con- 
tinued to  the  water's  edge.     In  a  few  days,  by 
the   labour  of  the  inhabitants,  in  conjunction 
Avith  fome  negroes  from  the  country,  inch  ob- 
ftruciions  were  railed  as  would  greatly  have  em- 
baraffedfhe  royal  army  in  an  attempt  to  land. 
The   Americans  gained  this   interval  in   con- 
fequence   of   delays   to    which  the  fleet  was 
fuhjectcd  by  the  weather.  When  the  affault com-  28tK. 
menced,  three  frigates  (tiie  Acleon,  Syren,  and 
Sphynx)  proceeding  to  a  point  from  which  they 
could  haveaffailed  the  weakeft  part  of  the  fort, 
ran  aground  ;  two  were  afterwards  floated,  but. 

the 
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the  Aeteon  was  burnt  to  prevent  her  falling  info 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  accident  frus- 
trated the  intended  co-operation  of  the  troops, 
who  were  embarked  for  the  purpofe.  The  fort 
was  built  of  palmetto,  a  ibft  porous  wood, 
which  received  the  cannon  balls  with  little 
damage,  and  although  a  tremendous  firms;  was 
maintained  till  night,  refitted  its  effect. n  The 
Americans  directed  their  artillery  with  fteady 
aim,  and  tremendous  execution;  the  fhips  were 
reduced  to  wrecks,  and  the  quarter-deck  of 
the  Briftol  was,  at  one  time,  cleared  of  every 
officer,  except  the  commodore.  For  about  an 
hour  and  half  the  fort  was  filenced  and  eva- 
cuated, but  re-occupied  by  the  Americans,  when 
they  found  the  Britiih  army  could  not  take 
poifeffion.  In  the  night  the  mips  flipped  their 
cables,  and  in  a  few  days  the  troops  re-em- 
barked for  New  York,  leaving  the  damaged 
veifels  near  the  fcene  of  action  to  refit. 

This  failure  in  an  attack  on  one  of  the 
weakeft  of  the  colonies  was  extremely  detri- 
mental to  the  Britiih  caufe  ;  it  gave  additional 
animation  to  the  hopes  of  the  Americans,  and 
perhaps  Sanctioned  the  prefumption  of  fome 
of  their  meafures.  Congrefs  exprelTed  warm 
approbation  of  the  condu6t  of  its  officers,  and 
the  fort  fo  ably  and  profperoufiy  defended,  re- 
ceived the  flame  of  Moultrie.  From  fome 
obfeurities  and  adventitious  miftakes  in  Sir 
Peter  Parker's  letter,  and  the  extract  of  general 

0  This  circiimftante  is  alio  attributed  to  the  length  of  the  mer- 
lons, and  the  lowneis  of  the  fort,  which  diminifhed  the  effect  ex- 
pected from  the  weight  of  the  {hot.  The  palmetto  is  a  tree  peculiar 
to  the  Southern  Itates  of  America  ;  it  grows  from  20  to  40  feet  in. 
height,  without  branches,  and  terminates  in  a  head  refembling  that 
of  a  cabbage.  The  wood  is  leinarkable  l'pongy;  a  bullet  entering 
makes  no  exrended  fra&ure,  but  buries  itfelf  without  injuring  th«. 
parts  adjacent.  Rattifay's  Hiftery  of  the  Revolution  in  South  Caro- 
lina, vol.  i.  p.  141. 

Clinton's 
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Clinton's  difpatch,  which  were  inferted  in  the  chap. 
London  Gazette,  attempts  were  made  to  con-    xxnfc 
vey    cenfnre   on   the   conduct   of    the   army,      1776. 
and   fix  on  the  general  the  charge  of  negli- 
gence, in  having  omitted  to  apprize  himfelf  of 
the   irate    of  the   fort  at  a  fumcientlv    earlv 
period.     General  Clinton  however  had  com- 
municated   that    circumftance    to    the   com- 
modore, ten  days  before  the  attack.      If  his 
offer    of  placing    troops    on  board  the    fhips 
had    been   accepted,    undoubtedly    the    fort 
might  have  been  fecured  when  evacuated  by 
the  enemy,    an  event  fnppofed  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  powder,  which  was 
afterwards  brought    to  them   from  the   main 
land.     In  fact,  it  appears  that  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
from  an  exceffive  confidence  in  the  powers  of 
the   fleet,    rather    undervalued,   and   therefore 
declined  the  co-operation  of  the  army.0 

However  artfully  the  fact  might' be  veiled,  Praceed- 
or  however  ttrenuouily  denied,  it  could  not  be  Sgrefs. 
reafonabiy   doubted,  that  from  the  beginning 
of  the  conteft  with  America,  a  violent  and  ac-  Efforts  t« 
tive  party  had  been  unremittingly  employed  dene"-"1" 
in  effecting  a  total  feparation  between  the  colo-  iknce. 
nies  and  the  mother-country.     Every  incident 
which   could   favour  this  aim   was  afiidnouflv 
eherifhcd,  and  every   expreffion   which   could 
exafperate   the  colonifts  ftudioufly   amplified. 
Early  in  the  fummer  of  1 775,  congrefs  paffed 
a  vote,  that  the  affembliea  of  the  feveral  colo- 
nies fhonld  inftruct  their  deputies  relative  to  the 
independence  of  America.     The  restraints  and 
in  creating  difficulties  under  which  the  advo- 

o  In  this  account,  befides  tlv.  hiftories,  Gazette,  and  periodical  pub> 
Jications,  I  have  confulted  the  Memoirs  of  General  L<c,  Raml'av'i 
Hiftoiy  of  the  Revolution  in  South  Carolina,  and  have  keen  i'avoi.*** 
with  Ibme  unpubUfhcd  documents, 
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cates  for  Reparation,  would  find  themfelvcfl 
in  the  event  of  a  protracted  conteft  on  the 
prefent  terms,  undoubtedly  gave  impulfe  to 
tfeis  premature  \ote.  The  fuccefs  which  at- 
tended their  military  efforts  in  that  campaign, 
diminiihed  the  apparent  prefumption  ;  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  enfning  feffion  of  parliament, 
were  defcanted  on  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
forward  the  intended  effect.  ;  and  all  the  re- 
fources  of  faction  were  tried  to  render  this 
daring  meafure  acceptable. 

The  prefs  was  neceffkrily  a  principal  inftru- 
ment,  and  teemed  with  publications  of  various 
degrees  of  merit.     Among  the  moft  confpicu- 
ous,  was  a  pamphlet  written  by  Thomas  Pain, 
called  Common  Senfe.     The  author  had  lately 
emigrated  from  England  ;  he  had  no  claim  to 
the  advantages  of  education,  but  thought  and 
leafoned  with  force,  and  with  a  fubtlejy  which 
was  the  more  dangerous;   as  it  appeared  the 
genuine  offspring  of  unpremeditated  candour. 
His  pamphlet  was  replete  with  rough  farcaftic 
wit,  and  he  took,  with  great  judgment,  a  correct 
aim   at   the  feelings   and  prejudices  of    thofe 
whom  be  intended  to  influence.     Writing   to 
fanatics,  he  drew  his  arguments  and  illuftra- 
tions  from   the   holy    fcriptures";    his   readers 
having   no   predilection   for  hereditary   titles, 
diftinctions  to  them  unknown,  received  with 
applaufe  his  invectives  and  fneers  at  heredi- 
tary monarchy  ;    a  notion  of  increasing  opu- 
lence,  and  falfe  calculations   on  their  popula- 
tion and   means   of  profperity,   had    rendered 
them  arrogant  and  felf  fufheient,   and  confe- 
quently  difpofed  them  to  reliih  the  arguments 
he  employed,   to  prove  the  abfurdity  of  fub- 
JLigating  a  large  continent  to  a  final!  ifland 
on  the  other  iide  of  the  globe.     To  inflame  the 

refentment 
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iefentment  of  the  Americans,  every  act  of  the   chap. 
Britiih  government  towards  them,  was  repre-     xxix. 
fented  in  the  molt  ungracious  light;  and  their      1776. 
confidence     was    augmented    by    arguments 
tending  to  prove  the  neceffity,  advantage,  and 
practicability  of  independence.     This  publica- 
tion was  fo  well  timed,  and  fo  artfully  written, 
as  to  produce  effects  which  a  more  laboured 
eloquence  and  better  arguments  would  have 
emulated  or  oppofed    in  vain,    and  procured 
numerous  partizans  to  the  caufe  of  indepen- 
dence, even  among  thofe  who  but  a  few  months 
before  regarded   the  proportion  with   abhor- 
rence.    Minor  arts  were   not  neglected  :    the  Mobs, 
mob  of  Philadelphia,  the  feat  of  congrefs,  in 
particular,  and  the  lower  clafs  in  all  parts  of 
the  continent,  were  taught  to  clamour  for  this 
favourite  object,  and  to  treat  individuals   as 
friends  or  enemies  in  proportion  as  they  fa- 
voured or  oppofed  it. 

Yet  many  of  the  fuperior  order  were  re-  influence 
ftrained  by  fear,  intercft,  habit,  and  conference,  c^n'refs 
from  acceding  to  a  plan  of  final  reparation ; 
but  thofe  whom  fuch  motives  could  reft  rain 
were  referred,  mild,  and  patiently  expectant  of 
events,  while  their  opponents  were  fanguine, 
violent,  and  precipitate. 

Pu  rsu  1  n  g  the  line  of  conduct  adopted  in  the  15^  May, 
preceding  year,  the  congrefs  palled    a  refolu-  Recom- 
tion,  recommending  the  aifemblies  and  conven-  UiTheco^ 
rions  of  the  united  colonies,   where  no  fuffi-  loniesto 
eient  government  had  been  hitherto  eftablimed,  J^^1 
to  adopt  fuch  as  mould  belt  conduce  to  the  vernments. 
happinefs     and    fafety    of  their   confiituents, 
and  of  America  in  general.     The  reafons  af- 
figned  for  this  vote  in  its  preamble,  were  the 
king's  conduct,  in  having,  jointly  with  the  two 

vol.  11.  r>  r>  houfes 
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CHAP,   houfes  of  parliament,  excluded  the  Americans 

J£?ii  from  the  protection  of  his  crown,  refufed  to 
*776.  anfwer  their  petitions,  and  engaged  merce- 
naries to  deftroy  the  good  people  of  the  colo- 
nies ;  and  it  was  declared  irreconcilable  to 
reafon  and  good  conl'cience,  to  take  the  oaths 
and  affirmations  necedarv  for  the  fuppor-t  of 
any  government,  under  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain. p 

Proceed-  This  refolution,  in  which  the  king's  perfonal 
conduct  and  authority  were  firft  formally  at- 
tacked, was  received  with  various  fenfations. 

In  Mary-  jn  {}le  convention  of  Maryland,  the  propo- 
rtion of  independency  was  rejected  by  feven 
counties  againft  four;  and  inftructions  fent  to 
the  delegates  in   coiigrefs  to  vote  againft  it ; 

aSth  May.  fo^  f}]e  famg  convention  palled  a  refolution 
for  omitting  the  king's  name  in  the  public 
prayers. q      The  committee   of   infpection   for 

vh'!»  tne  pi'°^irice  of  Philadelphia,  in  an  addrefs  to 

the  aflembly,  obferved  with  the  deepeft  con- 
cern, that  the  ground  of  oppoiition  to  the 
meafures  of  the  Britiih  miniftry  was  totally 
changed ;  inilead  of  forwarding  reconcilia- 
tion, a  fyftem  was  adopted  tending  immedi- 
ately to  fubvert  the  conftitution.  Appealing 
to  the  declaration  of  coiigrefs,  that  they  meant 
not  to  deltroy,  but  reftore  the  union,  the  com- 
mittee advifed  the  aifembly  religioufly  to  ob- 
ferve  the  inttructions  o-iven  to  the  deleoates  in 
coiigrefs,  and  oppole  the  minuteft  alteration 
of  that  valuable  conftitution,  under  which 
the  people  had  experienced  every  happinefs, 
and  in  l'upport  of  which  they  were  willing  to 
engage  in  any  Jutland  reafonable  undertaking. 

»  See  the  vote,  Almon's  Remembrancer,  vol.  Ui.  p,  136. 
i  Idem,  p.  aefi. 

The 
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The  aflcmbly,  declaring  the  queftion  of  in-  chap. 
dependence  too  important  for  their  deciiion,  ^1^ 
fent  the  reprefentations  on  each  fide  to  all  the  *77<s. 
towns  and  counties  in  the  province,  and  with- 
drew from  their  union  with  congrefs.  The 
committee  of  Philadelphia,  indignant  at  this 
moderation,  prefented  a  memorial  to  congrefs, 
declaring  the  aliembly  did  not  poffefs  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  nor  conftitute  a  full  and 
equal  reprefentation,  the  majority  being  com- 
pofed  of  men  who  held  offices  under  the  crown, 
who  were  dragged  into  a  compliance  with  moft 
of  the  resolutions  of  congrefs  from  the  fear  of 
a  provincial  convention,  and  who  were  no 
lefs  to  be  dreaded  than  that  power  which  had 
declared  itfelf  poiieiied  of  a  right  to  tax  the 
colonies  without  their  confent,  and  to  bind 
them  in  all  poliible  cafes.  On  a  reference  to 
the  people,  the  majority  were  reported  to  fa- 
vour independence ;  and  a  convention,  fuper- 
feding  the  aifembly,  inftructed  the  delegates 
in  congrefs  to  vote  accordingly/ 

Virginia,  the  country  of  Wafhington,  Virginia. 
Patrick  Henry,  and  other  confpicuous  revo- 
lutionary characters,  not  only  adopted,  but 
rather  anticipated  the  views  of  congrefs;  for 
on  the  very  day  the  rcfolution  palled  in  that  15th  May. 
body  recommending  to  the  people  to  fix  a  form 
of  government,  the  convention  of  the  pro- 
vince unanimoufly  refolved  that  their  delegates 
fhould  be  indructed  to  propofe  declaring  the 
united  colonies  free  and  independent  ltates, 
abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  crown  or 
parliament  ofvGreat  Britain,  and  to  concur 
in  the  neccifary  nieafures  for  contracting  fo- 
reign  alliances.1     A  committee,  appointed  at 

r  AJmon's  Remembrancer,  vol.  iji.  p.  206,  ao8.  %6i. 
s    Idem,  p.  22. 
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chap,  the  fame  time  to  prepare  a  deelaration  of  rights, 

>S^!il/    prefented,  at  a  fubfequent  fitting,  the  refult 

1776.      of  their  labours,  in  eighteen  articles.1 

tenet  Ix  tne  interval  preceding  the  difcuflion  of 

rights.        the   important  qucftion  of  independence,   in- 

1  it  June,     trigue   was  never  at   reft :  many  members  of 

Difcuflion    congrefs  intractably  adhered  to  their  fir  ft  in* 

tionoFhJ  ftructions,  and  could  not  be  convinced  that  a 

dependen-    found  majority  of  the  people  would  ever  fanc- 

c>''  tion  the  meafure.     The  inftructions  procured 

to  that  effect  were  not  fo  numerous  or  fo  pofi- 


*  Some  of  thefe  merit  notice,  as  well  for  their  own  importance* 
as  on  account  of  the  practical  illuftrations  they  have  fince  received. 

1 .  All  men  are  horn  equally  free  and  independent,  and  have  certain 
inherent  natural  rights,  or  which  they  cannot,  by  any  compact,  de- 
prive or  divelt  their  pofterity  ;  among  which  are  the  enjoyment  of 
life  and  liberty,  with  the  means  of  acquiring  and  poflefling  pro- 
perty, and  purfuing  and  obtaining  liappinefs  and  fafety. 

2.  All  power  is  veiled  in,  and  confequently  derived  from,  the 
peop'e  ;  magiftrates  are  their  trultees  and  ieivants,  and  at  all  time* 
amenable  to  them. 

3.  Government  is  inftituted  for  the  common  benefit,  protection, 
and  fccurity  of  the  community-  That  government  is  belt  which  it 
capable  of  producing  the  greateft  degree  of  happinefs  and  fafety, 
and  is  molt  effectually  fee  tired  againli  the  danger  of  mal-adminiltra- 
tion  j  and  whenever  any  government  fhall  be  found  inadequate  or 
contrary  to  thefe  purpofcs,  the  majority  of  the  community  hath  an 
undubitable,  unalienable,  and  indeteafihle  right  to  reform,  alter,  or 

-abulifli  it,  as  fliall  be  judged  moil  conducive  to  the  public  weal. 

4.  No  man,  or  fet  of  men,  are  entitled  to  excluiive  or  feparate 
emolument'?  or  privileges  from  the  community,  but  in  confederation 
of  public  fervices ;  which,  not  being  defcendible  or  hereditary,  the 
idea  of  a  man  born  a  magistrate,  a  legiflator  or  a  judge,  is  unnatural 
and  abfurd. 

16.  The  people  have  a  right  to  uniform  government,  and  therer 
fore  no  government  feparate  from,  or  independent  of,  the  govern- 
ment of  Virginia,  ought  of  right  to  be  erected  or  established  in  the 
province. 

17.  No  free  government,  or  the  bleffing  of  liberty,  can  be  pre- 
ferved  to  any  people  but  by  a  firm  adherence  to  juftice,  moderation, 
nemperance,  frugality,  and  virtue,  and  by  frequent  recurrence  to 
fundamental  principles. 

The  remaining  articles  relate  to  the  election  of  reprefentatives, 
the  impofition  of  taxes,  to  crime,  trial,  and  puni/hment,  to  bail, 
*he  liberty  of  the  prefs,  the  militia,  a-nd  religious  toleration.  See 
the  Declaration  of  Rights  at  length,  Alison's  Remembrancer, 
V.  iii.  p.  zzi, 

tive 
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tive  as  had  been  expected,  and  the  determined  chap. 
oppofilion   they   encountered,  almoft  reduced   ^^> 
the  revolutionary  party  to  defpair."     The  pe-     *776- 
riod   was,  however,  arrived,   when  the  experi- 
ment muit  he  finally  tried  ;  the  commiffioners 
were  on   their    patfage    from    England  ;    and 
unlefs  the  people  of  America  were  precluded  by 
fome  authentic  act  from  embracing  their  pro- 
pofals,  the   labour  fo  long  employed  would  be 
totally  loft,  and  the  profpect,  now  fo  near  and 
flattering,  for  a  long  time  clofed. 

Pursuant  to  the  initruct ions  received  from  yth  June, 
that  colony,  the  motion  for  declaring  America 
independent,  was  made  by  Richard  Henry 
Lee.  of  Virginia.  The  debates  were  continued 
nearly  a  fortnight:  John  Adams  was  the  prin- 
cipal^ fupporter  of  the  affirmative,  and  John 
Dickinfon  his  chief  opponent/  After  all  the 
efforts  of  intrigue,  on  putting  the  queftion, 
fix  colonies  voted  on  each  fide,  and  the  dele- 
gates for  Penfylvania  were  equally  divided. 
Contrary  to  the  eftablifhed  rule  of  their  own  it  is  car* 
proceeding,  the  debate  was  relumed  the  en-  ned' 
fuing  day,  when  Mr.  Dickinfon,  a  man  natu- 
rally timid  and  variable,  relinquilhed  the  prin- 
ciple he  had  fo  frrcnuouily  maintained,  and  by 
his  vote  decided  the  eonteft/ 

A  declaration  or  act  of  independence  was  4th  July, 
foon  afterwards  promulgated,  and  itmav  fafelv  Dedara- 

,        .      l  , .  •     "i     i>  i  •>     turn  or  in 

be  averred,  that  at  no  preceding  period  ot  nil-  depend™ 
torv  was  fo  important  a  traufaction  vindicated  sy. 
by  fo  fliallow  and  feeble  a  compolition.     It  be- 
gins by  recognizing  the  propriety  of  explain - 

u  Galloway's  Hiftorical  and  Political  Reflections  on  the  Rife  and 
Progrefs  of  the  American  Rebellion,  p.  xo8. 

*  Ramlay's  Hiftory  of  the  American  Revolution,  v.  i.  p.  338. 

y  Galloway's  Hiftorical  and  Political  Reflexions,  p.  108.     Gal- 
©way's  Examination  before  the  hoiii'e  of  commons,  p.  5,  note. 
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chap,  ing,  with  a  decent  refpeft  to  the  opinions  of 
£^j  mankind,  the  caufes  which  impelled  the  con- 
1776.  grefs  to  ditTolve  their  political  connection  with 
England,  and  to  atTume  among  the  powers  of 
the  earth,  the  feparate  and  equal  ftation  to 
which  they  were  entitled  by  the  laws  of  na- 
ture, and  of  nature's  God.  The  leading  arti- 
cles of  the  declaration  of  rights  by  the  con- 
vention of  Virginia  are  then  affirmed  ;  and 
while  it  is  admitted  that  governments  lon^ 
eftablifhed  mould  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
tranfient  caufes,  an  alfertion  is  made,  that  a 
long  train  of  abufes  and  usurpations  evinced 
a  defign  to  eftabliih  abfolute  defpotifm,  and 
that  the  hiftory  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
was  a  hiftory  of  repeated  injuries  and  ufurpa- 
tions,  all  having  in  direct  object  the  eirabliili- 
ment  of  abfolute  tyranny  over  the  united 
Hates.  In  fupport  of  this  pofition,  Teveral  afts 
of  the  king  were  cited  in  the  abftracl,  many  of 
which  were  merely  constitutional,  fuch  as  re- 
futing to  fanclion  laws,  and  dillblving  afiem- 
blies:  fome  were  vaguely  alleged,  as  endea- 
vouring to  prevent  the"  population  of  the 
ftates,  and  affecting  to  render  the  military  in- 
dependent of,  and  fuperior  to,  the  civil  power. 
J3y  afienting  to  the  acts  of  parliament  which 
gave  immediate  rife  to  the  conteft,  he  was  ac- 
cufed  of  combining  with  others  to  Subject  Ame- 
rica to  a  jurifdiclion  foreign  to  her  conftitution, 
and  unacknowledged  by  her  laws  :  and  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  unqualified  mifreprefenta- 
tion,  he  was  declared  to  have  abdicated  go- 
vernment by  declaring  the  Americans  out  of 
his  protection,  and  waging  war  againft  them. 
Some  paffages  are  remarkable  for  low  and  in- 
temperate fcurrility ;  and  the  whole  accufation 
of  the  king  is  fummed  up  by  averring,  that  a 

prince 
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prince  fo  marked  by  every  act  which  may  de-    chap. 
fine  a  tyrant,  is   unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free     xxix. 
people,  and,   in  confequence,  the  eongrefs,  in      ,77j5t 
the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good 
people  of  America,  folemnly  published  and  de- 
clared, that  the  colonics  were  free  and  inde- 
pendent dates,  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  ' 
the  Britiih  crown  ;  that  all  political  connection 
between  them  and  Great  Britain  was  diffolved, 
and  they,  as  free  and  independent  ftates,  had 
full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
tract alliances,  and  eftabliih  commerce.71 

That  the  court  of  Great  Britain  mould  not 
condefcend  to  anfwer  this  intemperate  and 
futile  declaration,  could  excite  no  furprize. 
The  Americans  were  not  yet  coniidered  by  the 
world,  as  eongrefs  arrogantly  affected  to  con- 
fider  them,  a  people  diiiblving,  in  the  natural 
courfe  of  events,  thofe  political  bands  whicl* 
formed  the  connection  with  another  people ; 
they  were  fubjects  contending,  whether  rightly 
or  not,  againft  the  authority  of  their  legiti- 
mate fovereign.  It  was  their  intent  to  obtain, 
by  fpecious  reprcfeutations,  the  negative  counr 
tcnance  at  leaft,  if  not  the  pohtivc  afiiftance  of 
other  powers  ;  but  Great  Britain  had  no  appeal 
to  make,  the  queftion  between  her  and  her 
colonics  was  not  one  of  public  right,  but  of 
do  me  (lie  regulation  ;  to  have  anf\ve»'sd  the 
declaration  of  independence,  would  have  ceen 
to  acknowledge  a  right  in  other  powers  to  in- 
terfere, fpeculatively  at  leaft,  in  her  concern*, 
and  would,  betides,  have  produced  declara- 
tions relative  to  principles,  which,  in  the  exiit- 
ing  ftate  of  the  public  mind  in  Europe   and 

»  See  the  Declaration  in  the  Annual  Regifter  for  1776,  p.  261.; 
Almon's  Remembrancer,  v.  iii.  p.  258.;  and  Ramfay's  Hiftory  o\ 
the  American  Revolution,  v.  i.  p.  339. 

p&|  .America, 
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chap.  America,  could  anfwer  no  beneficial  purpofe, 
\22S    ^ut  mu&  Pr°duce  endlefs  difcuffioris,  in  which 
1776.     the   real  nature  and  ground  of    the  difpute 
would  have  been  more  and  more  obfcured  and 
deferted.      Yet  although  this   paper  was  not 
formally  anfwered,  the  framers  had  no  reafon 
to  triumph  in  the  fuccefs  of  unrefuted  calum- 
ny,   and   undetected   mifreprefentation.      The 
prefs  in  England  not  being  fubjecf  to  the  fame 
tyranny  as  was  exercifed  over  it  by  the  revo- 
lutionifts   of  America,    lent  forth  an   anfwer 
complete  in  all  its  parts,  in  which  every  fallacy 
in  argument,  every  falfe  aifumption  in  prin- 
ciple, every  mis-ftatement  in  fact,  was  expofed 
and  refuted  with  fo  much  clearnefs,  perfpicuity, 
and   irrefragable  force,    as  to  render  it  fur- 
prizing,  that  a  public  body  mould  found  their 
defence  of  an  important  meafure  on  pretences 
fo  fallacious,   and    fo  extremely  open  to  de- 
tection/ 
Effeaof         With  refpeet  to  foreign  powers,  this  dec  la- 
publishing  ration  could  not  be  expected  to  produce  any 
other  effect  than  that  of  affording  a  pretext,  to 
fuch  as  were  already  fo   difpofed,  to  gratify 
their  malice  again  it  England  by  active  hoitili- 
ties,  or  puffue  what  they  confidered  their  own 
intereft,  in  forming   commercial    connections 
with  the  revolted  colonics.    In  America,  where 
the  flrft  and  moft  important  effects  were  to  be 
produced,    the  fuccefs  of   fuch    a  paper   was 

a  The  work  alluded  to  is  intitled,  "  An  Anfwer  to  the  Declara- 
*\  tion  ot  the  American  Congrefs,"  printed  for  Cadell,  Walter,  and 
Sewell,  1776.  It  is  in  the  higheft  degree  worthy  the  perulal  of 
thofe  who  wi/h  to  have  the  means  of  thinking  rightly  on  the  origin 
of  the  American  difputc.  Another  anfwer,  written  by  governor 
Hutchinfon,  intitled,  "  Strictures  on  the  late  Declaration  of  Con- 
*'  grefs,"  was  for  ibme  time  privately  circulated,  and  at  length 
publiftied  ;  it  may  be  found  in  Almon's  Remembrancer,  v.  iv.  p.  25. 
It  is  not  fo  detailed  as  the  other,  but  contains  many  valuable  ob- 
fcrvations. 

rendered 
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rendered  almoft  certain  ;  the  prefs  was  com-  chap. 
pletely  cnflaved  by  the  popular  party  ;  and  no    g5y> 
printer,  on  peril  of  his  life,    durit  publifh  a     *ffr 
fentence    in    refutation  of   their    allegations. 
The  multitude  would  not  ftedfaftly  examine, 
or  carefully  feparate  the  allegations  which  were 
falfety  dated  or  fallacioutly  blended  ;  but  taking 
the  whole  as  the  abftrae~t   of  long  meditation, 
fanCtioncd  by  the  higheft  authority,  receive  it 
with  implicit  deference.     The  fcurrility  with 
which  it  abounded  was  gratifying  to  the  tafte 
of  the  populace ;  and  the  direct  attack  on  the 
perfon  and  authority  of  the  king,  gave  a  new 
impulfe  to  their  fpirits,  and  furniihed  a  more 
confpicuous  topic  of  invective. 

The  declaration  of  independence  was  re-  its  recep, 
ceived  with  marks  of  applaufe,   accompanied  l™ '£y the 
with  infults  on  the  king.     At  New  York,  an 
equeftrian  ftatue  erected  in  1770,   was  thrown 
down  and  melted  ;  and  in  moft  parts  of  the 
colonies  the  word  royal,  and  the  iign  of  the 
crown  were  intirely  iuppreifed  in  the  ftreets. b 
The  declaration  was  read  to  Waihington's  army,  Andarmy? 
who  received  it  with  loud  acclamations.  ' 

America  being  thus  divided  from  the  mo-  Exultation 
ther-country,  d  no  referve  was  maintained  by  ^^'Ss 
thofe  who  had  fo  long  laboured  to  attain  that  0f  con- 
end,  in  avowing  the  courfe  and  object  of  their  greft? 
efforts.     Samuel  Adams,  a  diftingniihed  leader 
of  the  American  councils,  noted  for  fubtilty, 

*  Almon's  Remembrancer,  vol.  iii.  p.  »86.  3S7. 

c  Wafhington's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  185. 

4  The  reparation  of  America  from  the  British  empire  took  place 
184.  years  after  the  diicoveiy  of  that  continent  by  Columbus  ;  166 
years  from  the  firft  eftablifhed  fettlemcnt  in  Virginia,  and  156  years 
from  the  firft  fet  dement  of  Plymouth  in  Maflachu (let's  Bay,  which 
were  the  earlieft  Englifti  fcttlements  in  America.  Morfe's  Ameiican 
Geography,  p.  105. 

perfeverancej 


410  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

chap,  perfeverancc,  and  inflexibility,  boafted  in  all 
XXI2\  companies  that  he  had  toiled  upwards  of  twett* 
$776.  ty  years  to  accomplish  the  meaiure ;  during 
that  time  he  had  carried  his  art  and  induftry 
fo  far,  as  to  fearch  after  every  rifing  genius  iu 
the  New  Pmgland  feminaries,  employed  Iris 
utmoft  abilities  to  fix  in  their  minds  the  prin- 
ciples of  American  independency,  and  now 
triumphed  in  his  fuccefs.  * 
State  of  the  Independence  was  not,  however,  to  be 
American  fecured  by  a  vote  of  congrefs,  by  an  infulting 
vrm^'  declaration,  or  by  ihouts  of  applaufe.  A 
vigorous  campaign  was  expected  ;  its  com- 
mencement was  awaited  with  awful  anxiety, 
and  the  moil  fanguine  hopes  could  not  veil 
the  difadvantages  under  which  the  Americans 
were  likely  to  labour.  The  wants  of  their 
army,  though  confiderably  relieved,  were  not 
effectually  removed,  even  gunpowder  and  flints 
were  not  fupplied  in  abundance  ;f  and  the  general 
drew  deplorable  pictures  of  his  want  of  rein- 
forcements, which  were  (lowly  obtained,  g 
Great  alarms  were  entertained  refpee'ting  the 
German  mercenaries;  and  Waihington  even 
propofed  a  decoying  fcheme  to  lure  them  from 
the  Britiih,  into  the  American  fervice,  by  the 
employment  of  a  corps  of  their  emigrant 
countrymen;  a  project  which  was  fanclioned 
fjy  congrefs,  and  attended  with  conildera- 
|jle  effect.h  The  difference  of  political  opi- 
nions in  fo  interefting  a  crifis  could  not  fail 
to  create  many  apprehenfions  of  plots  and 
confpiracies  ;  and  the  jealoufy  of  a  revolutio- 
jiary  government  was  exerted  at  New  Yprk; 

e  Galloway's  Hiftorkal  and  Political  Reflexions,  p.  109. 

f  Wafhington's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  179.  193. 

*  Idem,  p.  iSj.  32*.  ct  paffim,        *  Idem,  p.  146.  176. 
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Albany,  and  other  places,  in  the  detection,  pre-   chap. 
vention,   and  puniihment,    of  attempts  which  JSJ, 
were  depicted  in  terrifying  though  perhaps  ag-     1776. 
gravatcd  colours. ' 

'  The  Britiili  plan  of  campaign  embraced  Britifc 
three  obje&s;  to  recover  Canada,  and  invade  campaign 
the  back  fettlements  by  way  of  the  lakes  ;  to 
make  a  ftrong  irhpreffion  on  the  Southern  pro- 
vinces; and  to  direct  a  grand  expedition 
againft  the  city  and  province  of  New  York. 
The  partial  fuccefs  of  the  firft,  and  the  failure 
of  the  fecond  part  of  the  project  have  been 
already  detailed.  The  expedition  againft  New- 
York,  was  regarded  by  Wamington  with  alarm, 
uncontaminated  by  fear,  and  with  a  contempla- 
tive anxiety  which  only  fuggefted  maxims  of 
caution,  commenfurate  to  the  known  extent 
of  the  danger. k 

General  Howe  having  fufficiently  re-  nth  June, 
frcihed   his  troops   at   Halifax,    proceeded  to  Arrival  of 
Sandy  Hook,  but  being  informed  that  the  enemy  lord  Howe» 
were  endeavouring,   by  ftrong  intrenchments     a9^. 
at  New  York  and"  Long  Ifland,  and  by  chains 
of  funk  veffels  in  different  parts  of  the  chan- 
nel, to  obftruft  the  paflage  of  the  fleet  up  the 
north  and  eaft    Rivers,  lie  repaired  to  Statcn    3d  July, 
Ifland,  iituatc  oppoiite  Long  Jfland,  where  he 
landed   his   men    without    oppofition.      Lord    iftjuifr 
Howe,   the  joint  commiflioner  for  treating  on 
peace,  who  had  long  been  expected,  arrived 
about  the  fame  time  at  Sandy  Hook,  and  pro- 
ceeding immediately  to  Staten  Ifland,  landed 
the  troops  from  England,  which   augmented 
the  Britiih  force  to   near  thirty  thoufand  men, 
lupported  by  a  numerous  and  powerful  fleet. 

1  Waftiington's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  173,  174..  181,  Annual  Regifter 
1776,  p.  169. 

t  Idem,  vol,  i.  paflim  from  174  to  2*3% 

Louc 


413  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

chap.       Lord  Howe    made  the  fir  ft  effort  as   a 

^}^j  pacificator,  by  opening   a  direct  communica- 

1776.     tion  with  Washington.     The  American  general 

,4th  July,  feems  fagacioufly  to  have  forefeen  a  deficiency 

^"oUS'e*0  m  form  m  ^yeffijig  him,  of  which  lie  might 

HJfh  *'        take  advantage,  and  raife  a  cavil  which  would 

wafhing-   prevent  the  effects  of  a  conference,  fo  critical 

rn  the  newly  embraced  fcate  of  independency. 

Purfuant  to  the  advice  of  a  council  of  officers, 

lie   declined  receiving    a   letter,    fuperfcribed 

w  to  George  Washington,  Efq.  "  and  congrefs 

:9th.         expreffmg   high   approbation  of  the  general's 

conduct,  directed  that  it  ihould  be  his  rule  in 

future,  and  a  model  to  other  commanders. 

Circular  ^HE  next  c^ay  ^01'^  Ho#e  ient  on  Aiore,  by 

Jeper.  a  flag  of  truce,  a  circular  letter  and  declara- 
tion to  the  late  governors  of  provinces,  appriz- 
ing them  of  the  civil  and  military  authorities 
veiled  by  the  late  aci  of  parliament  in  his  bro- 
ther and  himfelf ;  informing  the  public  of  their 
powers  to  grant  pardons  to  any  number  or  de- 
scription of  perfons,  to  proclaim  the  reftoration 
of  any  colony,  diftricr,  or  place  to  the  king's 
peace,  from  which  time  the  king  might  discon- 
tinue the  effect  of  the  retraining  act,  and  de- 
claring that  pardons  ihould  be  granted,  dutiful 
reprefentations  received,  and  every  fuitable  en- 
couragement given  for  promoting  meafures 
conducive  to  the  eftabliihment  of  legal  govern- 
ment and  peace. 
?$th.  These  papers  were  forwarded  by  Warning- 

ton  to  congrefs,  who  immediately  publifhed 
them,  with  a  prefatory  comment  in  the  ihape 
of  a  refolve,  that  the  good  people  of  the  United 
States  might  be  informed  of  what  nature  were 
thecommiffions,  and  what  the  terms,  with  the 
expectation  of  which  the  infidious  court  of 
Great  Britain  had  epdeavoured  to  amufe  and 
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tiifarm  them,  and  that  the  few  who  ftill  re- 
mained fufpended  by  a  hope  founded  either  in 
the  iuftice  or  moderation  of  their  late  kino-, 
might  now  at  length  be  convinced  that  the 
valour  alone  of  their  countrv  was  to  lave  its 
liberties. 

Unwilling  to  abandon  the  hopes  of  a  l6t!l 
negotiation  on  account  of  a  fingle  rcpulfe,  eff0r*tse 
and  yet  unable  perhaps  to  recognize  the  alfum-  negotiate, 
ed  title  of  the  American  commander,  general 
Howe  attempted  to  evade  the  point,  by  direct- 
ing to  George  Washington,  Efq.  &c.  Sec.  &c. 
This  letter  was  alfo  declined,  and  al though  a 
conference  was  afterwards  obtained  by  colonel  aift« 
Paterfon,  no  impreffion  could  be  made  favour- 
able to  the  opening  of  a  treaty  of  pacification, 
nor  could  the  letter,  on  any  terms,  or  under  any 
explanations,  be  received. l 

As  a  Laft  effort  to  avoid  hoftilities,  lord  Howe  Letter,to 
addreffed  a  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin.,  who  anfwered, 
that  preparatory  to  any  proposition  qf  amity 
or  peace,  Great  Britain  would  be  required  to 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  America, 
defray  the  cxpences  of  the  war,  and  indemnify 
the  colonies  for  burning  their  towns.  This  was 
only  his  own  opinion,  unauthorized  by  thofe  in 
whom  the  Americans  had  inverted  the  power  of 
peace  or  war. 

Delay  had  now  been  carried  to  its  utmoft  Battle  of 
limits,  and  the  ieafon  for  a&ion  was  already  ad-  Brooki>'n- 
vanced  to  a  late  period.     The  troops  under  ge-  **d  Aug. 
neral  Clinton  having  joined  the  main  army,  a 
disembarkation   was  effected  between  Utrecht 
and  Gravefend,   on   Long  Iiland,   which  was 
Selected  as  the  firft  object  of  attack  preparatory 

1  See  W;;ft,i niton's   Letters,  vol.  L   195  to  201.5     Almon's  Re- 
nminbi ancvT,  vol  iv.  p.  iS.  106, 

to 
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chap,  to  the  reduction  of  New  York.     The  advanced 
^li    party  of  the  enemy  fled  with  percipitation  on 
$776.     the  approach  of  the  royal  troops,  and  haftened 
to  o-ain  the  woodv  heights  which  commanded 
the  line  of  progrefs,  burning  in  their  retreat  the 
houfes  and   granaries.     Fifteen  thoufand  pro- 
vincials, were  encamped  near  Mill  Creek,  in- 
clofed  by  a  line  of  entrenchment,  llrongly  fe- 
cured  by  abbatis,   flanked   by   redoubts,    and 
lined  with  pikes.     Another  party  lay  at  Brook- 
lyn, on  the  eaft  river  oppofite  New  York,  where 
they  had  conftrucled  ftrong  works.     Putnam 
was  detached  from  Mill  Creek  with  ten  thou- 
fand men  to  occupy  the  heights  which  oblique- 
ly interfered  the  illand,  and  to  defend  the  de- 
files which  led  through  the  hills.     In  a  plain, 
oppofite  the  center  of  Putnam's  line,  ftood  the 
village  of  Flat  Bulh,  to  which  the  Heffians  un- 
der De  Heifter  were  advanced,  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  enemy,  and   frequently   fkir- 
mifhing  with  the  patroles. 
*6thAug.       General    Clinton     and     Sir     William 
Erfkine  having  reconnoitred,  general  Howe,  in 
purfuance  of  their  advice,  formed  difpofitions 
for  turning  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy.     The 
right  wing  of  the   Englifh  army,   commanded 
by  general  Clinton,  fupported  by  brigades  un- 
der lord  Percy,  and  by  the  refer ve  under  lord 
Cornwallis,   quitted  the   camp    in  the   night, 
crornng  the  country  by  Flat-lands,  to  fecure  a 
pafs  over  the  heights  of  Guiana  on  the  road  to 
Bedford.     General  Howe  accompanied  this  ex-' 
pedition,  and  had  the  pleafure  of  witnefling  its 
complete  fuccefs.   The  pafs  in  queftion,  though 
of  the  utmoft  importance,  was  diftant,   and  the 
enemy  had  neglected  to  fecure  it,  relying  for 
intelligence  of  an  attack  on  patroles  of  caval- 
ry : 
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Xj :  one  of  thele  was  fortunately  intercepted;    chap, 
and  alarm  being  thus  prevented,  the  Britilh    n^^>i 
parTed  the  heights  unimpeded,  and  reached  Bed-      *77«. 
ford  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.     Without  *7&  Ayg. 
lois  of  time  they  arTailed  the  left  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, who  were  thrown  back  on  their  right,  and 
after  a  feeble  refiftance  retired   over  the  Mill 
Creek,  but  in  fuch  irreparable  confufion  that 
few  only  got  into  the  line. 

The  firing  on  the  left  of  the  enemy  ferved  as 
a  fignal  to  De  Heifter,  who  with  a  column  of 
Heilians  attacked  their  centre  near  Flat  Bum, 
and  after  a  warm  en^a^ement  drove  them  into 
the  woods. 

The  left  column,  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Grant,  proceeded  at  midnight  from  the 
Narrows,  by  the  edge  of  the  bay,  and  in  order 
to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  the 
other  principal  points  of  attack,  engaged  their 
advanced  guard.  The  Americans  fought  with 
iirmnefs,  and  did  not  make  a  retrogade  move- 
ment till  they  received  intelligence  of  the  intire 
rout  of  the  other  diviiions  of  their  army. 
They  then  attempted  to  fee u re  a  retreat,  which 
fome  of  them  effected  in  difficulty  and  diforder 
over  a  mill-dam,  and  through  a  morafs. 

The  victory  on  the  fide  of  the  Britilh  troops 
was  complete,  though  not  decifive  :  two  thou- 
fand  of  the  enemy  were  killed  in  the  field  or 
drowned,  and  near  eleven  hundred  taken  pri- 
foners,  among  whom  were  generals  Sullivan, 
Udell,  and  lord  Sterling.  The  Maryland 
regiment  fullered  moft  feverely,  as  upwards  of 
two  hundred  and  iixty  men  of  the  belt  families 
in  the  province  were  cut  to  pieces. 

The  lofs  of  the  Bntilli  was  between  fixty  and 
feventy  killed,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty 
■wounded.     The  ardour   and    conduct  of   the 

troops 
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CHAP,  troops  were  highly  extolled  ;  both  Engl  iih  and 
>^^b  f°ieioners  performed  their  fervices  with  a  zeal 
»77<s.  ftimulated  by  emulation  to  its  greateft  pitch  of 
exertion.  In  the  impetuofity  of  their  courage 
they  were  with  difficulty  reftrained  from  attack- 
ing the  American  lines,  and,  confidering  the 
difference  between  perfecl  difcipline  and  total 
inexperience,  the  fluili  of  fuccefs  and  the  lan- 
guor of  defeat;  would  in  all  probability  have 
Succeeded  ;  they  were  however  reftraine<L  by 
general  Howe,  who  confidering  it  certain  that 
he  mould  obtain  eafy  poffeffion  by  regular  ap- 
proaches, would  not  rifque  the  lots  of  blood 
in  an  affault.  but  ordered  his  forces  to  retire  out 
of  the  reach  of  mufketry. 

In  the  evening  of  the  fame  dav  thcBiitifh 
army  encamped  in  front  of  the  American  lines, 
iSthAug.  and  on  the   enfuing  morning   broke  ground 
about  hx  hundred  yards  from  one  of  the  re- 
doubts on  the  left,     Washington  exerted  iiim- 
felf  with  incredible  afliduity  in  repairing  or  pal- 
liating the  effects  of  the  latedifafter;  he  afford- 
ed every  facility  in  his  power  for  thofe  who  had 
been  miffing  at  the  cloie  of  the  engagement  to 
return,  and   many  found  their  way  from  the 
woods  to   head-quarters.     During  forty-eight 
hours,   in  fultry  weather,  he  was   almoft  con- 
flantly  on  horfeback,  and  never  flept.  ra 
Retreat  of       His  fituation  was,  however,  in  every  refpe& 
«nft!Teri"  untenable:  his  armv  was  the  laft  refource  of 
New  York.  America,  and  the  event  ofafecond  engagement, 
or  of  fuccefs  in  an  attempt  to  force  the  lines, 
muft  have  occafioned  its  total  annihilation.  He 
could  not  venture  to  weaken  the  garrifon  of  New 
York  by  fending  for  fupplies,  and  feared,  if  the 

»  Wafliington's  Letters,  v.  i.  p.  242.  See  alfo  general  Howe's  ac- 
count, in  the  papers  p*reje»tevi  \p  parliament  j  Parliamentary  Regifter, 
Vol.  xi.  p.  340.  m 
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wind  mould  change,  that  (hips  of  war  would  fail  CHAp 
up  the  Eatt  river,  and  preclude  every  hope  of  a  xxix. 
retreat,  which  was  now  his  only  refuge.  Even 
this  was  an  enterprize  of  the  utmoft  hazard  and 
difficulty  :  it  was  to  he  performed  clofe  to  a  vi- 
gilant enemy,  provided  with  every  means  of 
annoyance,  and  elevated  with  victory,  while  his 
own  troops  were  difpirited,  and  almoft  deipon- 
dent.  He  conducted  this  retreat  with  great 
judgment  and  (kill,  and  was  favoured  by  the 
extreme  darknefs  of  the  night.  In  thirteen 
hours  nine  thoufand  men,  beiides  field  artillery, 
ammunition,  provifions,  cattle,  horfes,  and 
carts,  effected,  without  lofs  or  interruption,  a 
retreat  over  Eaft  Ptiver  to  l:\e\v  York,  being  a 
mile  in  width,  and  requiring  feveral  embarka- 
tions. At  firit  the  wind  and  tide  were  both  un- 
favourable; but  an  hour  before  midnight  the 
fea  became  calm,  and  the  breeze  friendly  ;  Long 
Ifland  was  alfo  enveloped  in  a  thick  fog,  which 
prevented  the  Britiih  troops  from  obferving  the 
motions  of  the  Americans;  while  on  the  coaftof 
New  York,  to  which  their  courfe  was  directed, 
the  iky  was  bright  and  ferene.  The  pickets  of 
the  En  glim  army  arrived  only  in  time  to  fire 
on  their  rear  guard,  who  were  already  too  far 
from  ihore  to  fuftain  injury.  n 

One 

■  In  thefe  tranfaclions  the  conduct  of  both  parties  has  been  blame  J 
with  confiderable  feverity,  and  perhaps  not  without  juftice.  The 
American  commanders  are  cenfured  for  having  fuffered  themfelves 
to  be  completely  furrounded  by  the  Britiih  force  at  the  battle  of  Brook- 
lyn, a  mifconducl  which  expol'ed  them  to  certain  lofs  and  imminent 
hazard.  It  is  alleged  on  their  behalf,  that  they  were  not  apprized  of 
the  number  of  troops  landed  on  Long  Ifland  j  and  an  infinuation  of 
treachery  is  advanced  againft  thole  whole  duty  it  was  to  fecure  the 
pafTes.  After  the  battle,  their  conduct  wag  a  malterly  fpecimen  of 
prudence  and  prefence  of  mind. 

The  Britilh  commanders  are  charged  with  many  glaring  inftnnres 
of  mifconducl.  The  attack  was  plamned  with  confummatejudgment, 
and  executed  with  equal  promptitude  and  valour  ;  but   in  no  re 
were  the   means   of   fuece/s  pullied  10  their  uimoll  poflible  refulu. 

VOL.    ri.  Y.  E  A!i« 
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Osx  of  the  fir  it  meafures  taken  by  Lord 
Howe  after  the  victory  of  Brooklyn,  was  to  dif- 
patch  his  prifoner,  general  Sullivan,  to  the  Con- 
grefs, for  the  purpofe  of  inviting  fome  members 
of  that  body  to  meet  him,  not  as  deputies  from 
an  independent  ftate,  but  as  private  gentlemen, 
in  order  to  facilitate  pacification ;  and  he  ftated 
as  an  inducement,  that  fo  favourable  an  op- 
portunity would  not  again  occur,  as  neither 
party  was  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  abject  humilia- 
tion, nor  to  a  lituation,  that  prefented  alfent  or 
ruin  as  the  fole  alternative.  If  congrefs  Mere 
difpofed  to  treat,  he  obferved,  many  things 
which  had  not  yet  been  aiked  mi^ht  and  ought 
to  be  granted;  and  if  a  conference  afforded 
probable  ground  of  accommodation,  their  au- 
thority muit  be  afterwards  acknowledged,  to 
complete  the  compact. 

The  uncertainty  and  numerous  difadvanta- 
ges  attending  the  actual  lituation  of  affairs,  were 
ftrongly  felt  by  congrefs.  The  people  were 
clamorous  for  a  knowledge  of  the  terms  upon 
which,  without  too  great  iacrifices,  they  might 


After  the  right  had  defeated  the  left  of  the  Americans,  and  they 
were  retreating  in  coftfufion,  general  Howe  might  have  followed  Ms 
advantage,  forced  the  enemy's  works,  and  fecured  a  decifive  victory. 
He  is  feverely  blamed  for  checking  the  ardour  of  his  troops  when 
eager  for  purfuit,  and  for  not  taking  pofleflion  of  Brooklyn  ferry, 
which  would  have  rendered  the  efcape  of  the  Americans  almoft  im- 
poflible.  He  had,  it  is  allege.!,  early  intelligence  of  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy,  but  neglected  todirciia  purfuit  till  too  late  to  be  effec- 
tual. Thus  the  remits  of  a  vie  ory  which  redounded  to  the  honour 
of  the  Briti.'h  arms,  were  reduced  to  the  unimportant  pofleflion  of 
Long  Iliand.  Yet  for  all  thefe  apparent  errors  of  conduit,  it  is  laid 
general  Howe  had  good  realons,  !«oth  military  and  political.  He  s>ave 
his  own  military  reafon  for  for  idding  the  forcing"  of  the  lines-,  and 
his  political  conduct  was  guided  by  the  confideratior  of  his  duty  as  a 
commiflioner  fent  to  treat  for  peace,  and  whole  overtures  would  be 
mofl  favourably  viewed  in  the  moment  of  fuccefs,  efpecially  if  no 
prejudice  was  excited  by  the  exertion  of  extreme  violence  or  unnecef- 
ar. 

obtain 
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obtain  prefent  eafe,  and  avert  the  difmal  fcen.es    chap. 
of  which  they  had  a  difheartening  profpecf ;°  and  ,J^fi 
the  army,  reduced  by  defeat  and  defertion  to  lefs      i776. 
than  twenty  thoufand.  was  in  a  Itate  of  v.  ant  and 
infubordination.    Waflrington,  in  one  of  his  let- 
ters, dated  Long  Ifland,  2d  Sept.  1776,  gives  a 
ftriking  and  interefting  picture  of  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  battle  of  Brooklyn.    "  Ourfitua- 
tion,"he  fays,  "is  truly  diftreffing.  The  check 
our  detachment  fultained,  on  the  27th  ultimo, 
has  difpirited   too   great  a  proportion  of  our 
"  troops,  and  filled  their  minds  with  apprehen- 
"  lion  and    defpair.      The  militia,  inftead   of 
"  calling  forth  their  utmoft  efforts  to  a  brave 
"  and  manly  oppofition  in  order  to  repair  our 
"  loffes,   are  difmayed,  intractable,  and  impa- 
"  tient   to  return.     Great  numbers  of  them 
"  have  gone  off,   in  fome  inftances   almoit  by 
"  whole  regiments,   by  half  ones,  and  by  com - 
"  panies  at  a  time.    This  circumftance  of  itfelf, 
';  independent  of  others,   when  fronted  by  a 
"  well-appointed  enemy,  fuperior   in  number 
"  to  our  whole  collected  force,  would  be  fuf- 
ficiently  difagreeable :  but   when  their  ex- 
ample has  infected  another  part  of  the  army, 
when  their  want  of  difcipline,  and  refufal  of 
ahnoft  every  kind  of  reftraint  and  govern- 
Ci  ment,  have  produced  a  like  conduct  but  too 
"  common  to  the  whole,  and  an  entire  difre- 
"  eard  of  that  order  and  fubordination  nccef- 
"  fary  to  the  well-doing  of  an  arm)',  and  which 
"  had  been  inculcated   before,   as   well  as  the 
"  nature  of  our  military  eilabliihment  would 
"  admit  of,  our  condition  is  ftill  more  alan  .- 
ing;  and    with  the   deepeft  concern  I   am 
obliged  to  confefs  my  want  of  confidence  in 
the  generality  of  the  troops.'' 

0  Examination  of  Jofeph  Galloway,  p.  9.  n< 
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chap.       The  leading  members  of  congrefs  were  pot 
J^^x.-    however  induced,   by  the  threatening  appear- 
I7?6>     ances  of  the  moment,  to  relax  in  their  projects; 
the  independence  of  America,  which  they  had 
laboriously  and  infidioufly  promoted,  was  not  to 
befo  eafily  refigned;  nor  would  they  forego  the 
proud  fituation  in  which  they  flood  as  directors 
of  this  important  conteth     To  preferve  an  ap- 
pearance  of  candour,   and  gratify  the  carneft 
wim  of  the  people,  without  feeming  to  aban- 
5th  Sept.     don  the  duties  of  their  nation,  congrefs  return- 
ofwngrefs  et*  for  an  Aver  to  lord  Howe's  meilage,  that  as  re- 
fenttocon-  prefentatives  of  the  free  and  independent  ftates 
theBritifo   °£  America,  they  could  not  with  propriety  de- 
commif-      pute  any  of  their  members  to  confer  in  their 
fioners.       private  characters ;  but,  ever  defirous  of  efta- 
bliihing  peace  on  reafonable  terms,  they  would 
authorize  a  committee   to  examine   into   the 
nature  and  extent  of  his  authority,  and  hear 
<*•  his  proportions.     This  committee  con  lifted  of 

Dr.  Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  Edward  Rut- 
ledge. 

From  this  refolution,  and  the  character  of 
the  individuals  appointed  to  bear  the  inefficient 
funclion  committed  by  congrefs,  lord  Ktowe 
might  have  anticipated  the  failure  of  his  efforts. 
Three  more  ftrenuous  republicans  could  not 
have  been  feleered  ;  and  they  were  not  enabled 
to  treat,  but  merely  to  investigate  and  cavil  at 
the  powers  of  the  commiflioners.  His  lord- 
»4&»  jfliip,  however,  gave  them  a  meeting  on  Slaten 
Ifland,  and,  according  to  their  own  report, 
from  which  alone  the  circuimrances  could  be 
learned,  received  and  entertained  them  with 
the  utmoft  politenefs. 

In   opening  the  converfation,  he  protefted 

again  ft  conferring  with  them  as  a  committee 

of  congrefs  ;  but  being  authorized   to   confult 

7  with 
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with   private  gentlemen  of  influence  on   the   chap 
means    of  reftoring   peace,   he    with    pieafure   J£M  ' 
availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity.     The  dele-     *776 
gates  anfwered,    his    lordlhip  might   consider 
them  in  whatever  light  he   thought  proper ; 
but  they  could  only  view   themfelves  in  the 
character    committed    to    them    by   eongrefs. 
Lord  Howe  then,  in   a  difcourfe  of  conlider- 
ablc  length,   recommended  a  return  to  allegi- 
ance and  fubmiflion  to  Great  Britain,  accom- 
panying his  argument  with  aflurances  of  the 
good  difpofition   of  the  king  and  his  njiniftefs 
to  make  government  eaiy,  to   revife  the  often- 
five   acts   of  parliament,  and  amend  the   in- 
ftru&ions  given  to  governors. 

Such  were  the  proportions  which,  accord- 
lo  the  report  made  to  eongrefs,  were  offered 
by  lord  Howe,  and  if  they  had  been  propofed 
a  few  days  before  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pence,  the  majority  of  eongrefs  might  have  felt 
themfelves  bound  to  accede  to  them,  as  a  fe- 
cure  and  honourable  bails  of  pacification. 
Under  that  extorted  declaration,  however,  the 
commil'iioners  ihelterecl  themfelves,  afligning 
their  independence  as  a  caufe  for  rejecting, 
what  they  termed,  the  only  explicit  proportion 
of  peace.  They  ctefcanted  on  the  contempt 
ihewn  to  their  repeated  petitions,  and  their 
Unexdmpled  patience  under  tyrannical  govern- 
ments; the  laft  act  of  parliament,  which  de- 
nounced war,  and  put  them  out  of  the  king's 
protection,  compelled  them  to  comply  with  the 
with  of  the  people,  by  framing  the  declaration 
of  independence;  every  colony  approved  it; 
afl.  now  confidered  themfelves  free  ftates,  all 
Were  let  Ming  their  governments  under  that  opi- 
nion, and  eongrefs  could  not  agree  for  a 
return  to  their  Former  condition.     They  were 

i    e  3  defuous 
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chap,    defirous  of  peace,    and  willing  to  treat  with 
Great  Britain  for  the  advantage  of  both  coun- 


ts, tries;  and  his  lordfhip  might,  if  the  fame  good 
difpofition  exifted  in  Britain,  receive  frefh 
powers,  enabling  him  to  negotiate  on  the  bafis 
of  independency,  much  fooner  than  authorities 
could  be  obtained  bv  consrefs  from  the  feveral 
colonies  to  confent  to  fubmiffion. 

Lord  Howe,  with  forrow,  terminated  the 
conference,  declaring,  that  on  fuch  terms  no 
accommodation  could  take  place.  The  dele- 
gates, in  their  report  to  congrefs,  declared  it 
did  not  appear  that  his  lordmip's  commillion 
contained  any  other  authority  of  importance 
than  was  expreffed  in  the  acl  of  parliament, 
that  of  granting  pardons  with  difcrctionary 
exceptions,  and  of  declaring,  on  fubmiffion, 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  continent,  in  the 
king's  peace.  As  to  the  power  of  enquiring 
into  the  ftate  of  America,  and  conferring,  con- 
fulting,  and  reprefenting  the  refu.lt  to  the  mi- 
niftry,  who,  provided  the  colonies  would  fub- 
jeet  themfelves,  might,  or  might  not,  alter  the 
former  inftruttions  to  governors,  or  propofe  in 
parliament  amendments  of  the  obnoxious  acts  ; 
any  expectation  from  the  effect  of  fuch  a  power 
would  have  been  too  uncertain  and  precarious, 
even  were  America  ftill  dependent. 

Thus  terminated  this  famous  effort,  from 
which  the  Britiili  commanders  feem  to  have 
formed  fuch  expectations,  that  in  the  career 
of  victory  they  afforded  an  interval  for  the 
experiment.  The  delegates  of  congrefs,  with 
more  policy  than  candour,  diminilhcd  the  be- 
neficial effecls  which  might  refult  from  liften- 
ing  to  the  propofals  ;  but,  on  the  whole,  their 
conduct,  does  not  ftand  obnoxious  to  cenfure. 
Ameiica,  by  their  means,  was  declared  inde- 
pendent ; 
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pendent;    the   attempt  was   new,    vaft   in    its  chap. 
immediate   objects,    immeilfe   in    its    expected  ^fj^ 
refulte;  patience  and  perfeveranec  might  more      1776. 
than  repair  the  prefent  deranged  frate  of  their 
affairs  ;  but  in  all  events,   a  return  to  fubmif- 
fion  would  procure  immunities  and  indulgences 
more  than  fuifieient   to   counterbalance  tem- 
porary difad vantages.     To  have  fhrunk  from 
a  project  ih  mighty,  upon  the  firft  failure  in 
arms,   or  to  have   been  lured  from   it  by  the 
firft  offer  of  cafe,  would  have  thrown  indelible 
diigrace  on  the  character  of  congrefs. 

The  Britifh  corrtmiffioners  acted  in  the  whole 
tranfaclion  with  dignity  and  prudence;  they 
made  no  captious  objections,  exhibited  no 
contumelious  fuperiority,  and  defcended  to  no 
low  arts.  The\-  would  not  publifh  a  counter 
manifefto  or  narrative  of  the  conference,  to 
elucidate  paffages  miftaken  or  mifreprefeoted 
by  the  committee,  but  contented  themfelves 
with  publithing  a  ihort  declaration,  that,  al-  19th.  Sept. 
though  the  coiurrcis  had  disavowed  every  pur-  p^111?- 

n   °  n  ..v1     .  .,  .   ,      l,     .     tion  of  the 

j)ole  or  reconciliation  notcontonant  with  their  commif- 
extrava2:ant  and  inadmiffible  claim  of  hide-  fioners. 
pendency,  the  commiffioners  were  equally  de- 
firous  to  confer  with  his  majefty's  well-affected 
fubjeefs  on  the  means  of  reitoring  public  tran- 
quillity, and  eftabliihing  a  permanent  union 
with  every  colony,  as  a  part  of  the  Britrfh 
empire.  And  they  pofitively  affirmed,  that 
the  king  had  already  directed  the  completion 
thole  revifions  or'  powers,  and  other  mea- 
sures of  relief  refpe&ing  which  the  committee 
of  congrefs  had  infinuated  that  his  promife 
was  not  to  be  believed. p 


P  S«  the  documents  at  length  i:i  Almon's  Remembrancer,  v.  iv. 
p.  Ill.ei  :  v.- 
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chap.  Meanwhile    the    Britifh  army  was  rein- 

S!il/  f°rced    hy    a    detachment    convoyed   by   Sir 

1776.  George  Collier.      The    treaty    occasioned  no 

Prepara-  fufpcnfion  of  arms  ;  and  the  expulfion  of  the 

tions  tor  l  7    "  vi         -i 

the  attack  enemy  trom  New  York  was  preiied  with  un- 
New  remitting  afiiduity.  The  pofleffion  of  Long 
liland  rendering  Governor's  I  (land  no  longer 
tenable  by  the  Americans,  enabled  the  Britiih 
army  to  command  the  city,  and  the  acquis 
iition  of  three  fmall  iflands,  Barren,  Montrefor, 
and  Buchanan,  cut  off  all  communication  by 
fea. 

Washington  was  anxious  to  anfwer  the 
wifhes  of  congrefs,  by  maintaining  poifefhon 
of  this  city,  but  found  his  difficulties  daily 
increafmg.  Infubordination,  defertion,  diftrefs, 
and  a  total  evaporation  of  the  original  fpirit  of 
enterprize  which  animated  his  troops,  rendered 
his  profpect  cheerlefs.  The  militia  were  ready  to 
depart,  and  if  they  left  the  army  without  being 
paid,  the  effect  of  their  report  would  be  no 
lefs  injurious  to  the  {Service  than  the  want  of 
their  numbers.  The  troops  in  general  were 
importunate  and  urgent  in  their  demands  for 
money  ;q  winter  already  approached,  and  the 
army  was  only  equipped  for  a  fummer  cam- 
paign ;  their  clothes,  ihoes,  and  blankets  were 
infufficient ;  their  tents  worn  out,  and  inade- 
quate to  more  than  two  thirds  of  their  number; 
and  the  fick  amounted,  according  to  the  returns, 
to  one  fourth  of  the  army/  The  general,  rea- 
foning  from  hiftory,  experience,  the  advice  of 
friends  in  Europe,  the  fears  of  the  EngliiJi,  and 
the  declarations  of  congrefs,  wifely  refolved 
to  make  the  war  on  his  iide  purely  defensive, 
a  war  of  polts ;  to  avoid  general   aelion,  and 

n  Washington's  Letters,  v.  i.  p.24.9.  T  Idem,  p.  252. 

rifque 
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rifque  nothing,  except  on  cogent  and  inevita-  chap. 
ble  necefhty.  Perfuaded  of  the  prefumption  ^^ 
of  drawing  out  young  troops  into  open  ground,  1776- 
againft  their  fuperiors  both  in  number  and 
difcipline,  he  never  (to  ufe  his  own  phrafe) 
fpared  thefpadeand  pick-axe.  He  was,  however, 
embarrailed  in  the  choice  of  difficulties:  if  he 
concentrated  his  whole  force  for  defence  of 
New  York,  he  muft  leave  the  country  open  for 
an  approach,  and  render  the  fate  of  the  army 
and  its  ilores  dependent  on  his  fuccefs  in  fe- 
curing  the  city,  or  gaining  a  pitched  battle. 
On  the  other  hand,  to  abandon  an  important 
poll  which  many  deemed  defenfible,  and  on  the 
works  of  which  much  labour  had  been  beftowed, 
would  difpirit  the  troops  and  enfeeble  the 
caufe. 

A  council  of  general  officers  uhanimoufly  ythSept. 
concurred  in  adopting  a  middle  courfe.  The 
army,  confifting  of  twenty-three  thoufandmen, 
was  arranged  under  three  divitions  :  five  thou- 
fand  to  remain  for  proteelion  of  the  city;  nine 
thoufand  to  fecure  Kingibridge,  and  its  depen- 
dencies, as  well  as  other  thong  poits,  and  attack 
the  Rritiih  forces,  lhould  they  ai  tempt  a  landing 
on  that  fide;  the  remainder  to  occupy  the  in- 
t  rmediate  fpace,  and  fupport  either. 

Judicious  movements  of  the  Britim  fhips  of  13*  and 
war  fhaitened  the  operations  of  the  enemy,  and  15th  SePr- 
prevented  the  completion  of  their  project  for  re-  the  city- 
moving  the  ftores  by  fea.     Several  vends  were 
difpatched  up  the  Eaft  river,  and  three  men  of 
war  proceeded  up  the  North  river  toijlooming- 
daie  ;    thole   on  the  Eaft   river   feouring  the 
grounds  by  a  heavy  cannonade.   General  Clin- 
ton commanded  the  haft  divifion  of  four  thou- 
fand  men,  landed  at  Kipp's  Bay,  about  three 
miles  from  the  town,  anailed  the  heights  where 

the 
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C  h  A  P.   the  enemy  were  ftrongiv  pofied,  and  took  poffef- 
xxix.    f]on  0f  t]-,e   ijigli  ]aiK}  called  the  Inclenberg. 


1776.      The   Americans  had   formed  ftrong  intrench- 
ments,  and  were  in  poffeition  of  advantageous 
ground:  but  they  were  lured  from  their  hold 
by  a  feint,  and  the  mediant  fire  of  round  mot 
from  the  •(hips    prevented    their   return.     The 
troops,  as  they  landed,  polled  tbemfelves  on  the 
high  grounds,   which  ftrctch   in  an  amending 
direction  from  the  more,  and  the  enemy  fled 
with  precipitation.   A  party  of  feventy  Heflians 
advancing  towards  New  York,  fell   in  -with  a 
body  of  fugitives    retreating   by   the    pafs  at 
Bloomingdale,  and  defeated  them  after  a  ihort 
fkirmiih.    Waihington,  finding  all  his  efforts  to 
rally  the  army  ineffectual,  haftened  to  fecure  a 
retreat  to  Morris's  heights,  where  he  eftabliihed 
himielf  in  fo  ftrong*  a  pofition   as  to  render  an 
immediate  attack  imprudent.    New  York,  with 
the  heavy  cannon  of  the  enemy,  and  great  part 
of  their  ftores,  fell  into  the  poffefiion  of  general 
•Howe.    Had  he  followed  the  counfel  of  an  able 
adviier,  and,  inftead  of  directing  his  immediate 
attention  to  New  York,  thrown  his  army  round 
Kingfbridge,  the  whole  American  force  would 
have  been  inextricably  hemmed  in.     Nor  was 
this  his  only  error  :  after  taking   poffefiion   of 
the  town,  he  unprofitably  loft  time,  while  Put- 
nam, with  three  thoufand    five   hundred  men, 
16th  Sep.    effected  his  retreat  to  the  main  body.     The  en- 
fuing  day  a  fkirmiih  took  place  between  fome 
Britiih  troops  and  a  party   of  Americans,  who 
were  fent  to  take  poffeffion  of  a  wood  ;  from 
the  vicinity  oftheir  intrenched  camp,  the  ene- 
my were  enabled  to  ftrengtben  their  party  with 
continued   reinforcements;   and,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  action,  a  great  number  became  engaged 

on 
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on  both  fides  :    at  length  the  Americans  re-   chap. 
treated.'  S'i/ 

Before  the  fin-render  of  New  York,  Warn-  ?77*« 
ington  had  propounded  to  congrefs,  in  a  fireSby  °n 
manner  which  ill e wed  that  he  entertained  a  American 
predilection  for  the  meafure,  the  propriety  of  !"""du~ 
burning  the  city,  rather  than  fufTering  it  to 
remain  as  winter  quarters  for  the  Britim  army.1 
Congrefs  gave  a  decided  negative  to  this  pro- 
pofal ; u  but  whether  in  confequence  of  private 
inftructions,  incompatible  with  their  public 
orders  ;  whether  fome  individuals  in  the  army 
or  town  thought  proper  to  ae!  from  their  own 
judgment;  or  whether  from  the  mere  malice 
of  lurking  incendiaries,  the  city  was  let  on  2lft  ScPu 
fire  in  feveral  places,  and,  notwithftanding  the 
ftrenuous  exertion  of  the  military,  one  third 
of  the  buildings  deftroyed.  The  conflagration 
was  tremendouily  grand ;  two  churches  were 
burnt,  and  the  American  army  at  Paul  us  Hook, 
teftified  their  joy  at  the  fall  of  one  of  the 
fteeplcs,  by  three  cheers.  A  few  incendiaries, 
feized  with  combuftibles,  were  facrificed  to  the 
rage  of  the  foldiers ;  nearly  two  hundred  in- 
dividuals were  arretted  on  fufpicion  ;  but  al- 
though many  cart-loads  of  pine-it  ieks,  daubed 
at  each  end  with  fulphur,  Mere  found  concealed 
in  cellars,  no  circumftance  led  to  the  effec- 
tual detection  of  the  confpirators.  x 

*  An  account  of  this  trnnfaclion  may  be  feen  in  Wafhingron's 
Letters,  vol.  1.  p.  262.  In  the  account  of  the  taking  of  New  York, 
1  have  alio  confulted  his  LetterSj  vol.  i.  p.  25S.  et  feqcj,  and  the 
papers  laid  before  parliament. 

*  Wafhington's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  246.  u  Idem,  p.  246. 

*  The   very  flight  manner   in  which   Washington    mentions  the 
affair,    (fee  his  Letters,  vol.  i.   p.  2^7. )  leaves  room  for    fufpicion 
that   time  was  iome   myllcrv    in   th«*  tranfaclion  to  which    h. 
privy,  but  which  was  1101  to  be  dlfclofed  even  to  all  the  members  of 

congrefs. 

The 
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C  h  ap.        The  Aniericanarmybeinginaiitiia'ion  which 
3^ii    preciuded  every  hope  of  fuccefs,  from  an  im- 
'T?6-      mediate  attack,  the  Britifh  general  threw  up  a* 
fureftbits     chain  of  redoubts  on  Iviacgowan's  hill,  to  cover 
to  bring      New  York,  and  render  it  capable  of  a  v igorous 
tonto  *"    defence,  even  after  the  greater  part  of  the  army 
aaion.        mould  be  engaged  in  diftant  operations.    When 
this  work   was   completed,    three  brigades  of 
Britifh,  and  one  of  Heiiians,   were  left  under 
12th  Oct.    lord  Percy,  to  guard  the  town,  and  the  reft  of 
the  army  proceeded  in  flat  bottom  boats,  and 
batteaux,  through  a  dangerous  paffage  called 
Hell-gate,  to  attack  the  enemy's  rear,  by  the 
New  England  road.     They  landed  at  Frog\s- 
neck,  an  ifland   connected  with  the  main  by 
a  bridge,  which  was,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
broken  down  by  the  enemy.      A  movement 
might  eahly  have  been   made,    which   would 
have  reduced  the  Americans  to  the  neceffty 
of  defending  the  ifland,  or  forcing  their  way 
throim-h  the  Britifh  lines,  to  gain  the  territory 
of  New  England.     General   Howe,  by  reject- 
ing advice  to  this  effect/   enabled  Washington 
to  profit  by  the  advice  of  general  Lee, z  and, 
contrary  to  his  original  intention,  abandon  his 
perilous  fituation. 
iSth.  Without   deriving   any    advantage   from 

their  laft  movement,  the  Britifh  forces  re-im- 
barked,  and  proceeded  along  the  eoaft  to  Pelfs 
Point,  where  they  ought  originally  to  have 
landed.  A  fkirmifh  took  place  near  Eaft 
Chefter,  between  a  divifion  of  the  American 
colonel  Glover's  brigade,  and  an  advanced  party 

y  It  was  propofed  to  Sir  William  Howe,  to  pafs  by  City  Orchard, 
and  thence  to  Mill's  Crtek  and  Rochdle.  Lord  Howe  objeikd  to 
Mill's  Creek,  under  the  notion  of  its  bting  urdare  for  fhips. 

*  Stedman',  vol.  i.  p.  zn.  See  alfo  Wufhington'a  Letters,  vol.  i, 
p.  *9*. 

Of 
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of  the   Britiih,   who   fucceeded    in   expelling   chap. 
them  from  a  ftrong  pofition. a  S!i# 

The  principal  divifion  of  the  Britiih  army,  i776. 
proceeding  to  New  Rochelle,  were  joined  by  «IJ0^* 
afecond  body  of  foreign  troops,  under  gene-  white 
ral  Knyphaufen,  who  had  landed  fafely  at  Plains. 
Mill's  Creek.  The  Americans  were  ftretched 
parallel  to  the  Britiih  from  Kingihridge  on 
the  right,  to  White  Plains  on  the  left,  They 
were  feparatcd  by  a  deep  river,  called  the  Brunx, 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  which,  their  whole  army 
occupied  a  fortified  camp.  The  royal  forces,  **th* 
the  left  commanded  by  Howe,  the  right  by  *8th, 
Clinton,  approached  White  Plains,  driving  be- 
fore them  feveral  detachments  of  the  enemy, 
who  created  confiderable  alarm  in  the  camp. 
The  tents  were  {landing  :  the  hurry  of  {hiking 
and  loading  them  in  waggons,  together  with 
the  movements  of  troops  backwards  and  for- 
wards, in  evident  irrefohition,  prefentcd  an 
extraordinary  picture  of  confuuon.  The  num- 
ber of  American  forces  is  calculated  at  about 
eighteen  thonfand,  but  disheartened,  infubor- 
dinate,  and  undifciplined  ;  the  Britiih  were 
thirteen  thoufand,  in  the  utmoft  vigour,  fpirits, 
and  difcipline.  The  centre  of  the  enemy  was 
eafily  afiailable,  and  faccefs  in  that  quarter 
mult  liave  been  fatal  to  them :  but  V,  aihington 
having,  for  fome  inexplicable  reafon,  pofted 
four  thoufand  men  in  an  advantageous  pofition 
on  an  eminence;  general  Howe,  in  ifcal  enlacing 
the  importance  of  the  (ituation,  directed  his 
principal  efforts  againit  it  :  the  attack  was 
hardly  Ids  fevere  and  hazardous  than  an  affault 
on  the  lines  ;  but  the  victory  gamed  by  the  in- 


2  Stedman.     The  Americans  are  (aid  to   have  besii  viftoiiom  in 
Wafhingtua'i  Lutein,  vol.  i.   u.  X96, 


4S0  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

chap,   trepidity  of  the  troops  was  of  no  effecT,  as  the 

;2Sw   Americans,  after  the  battle,  remained  tranquil 
i;76-     in  their  fntrenchments.b 

Several  da}Ts,  fubfequent  to  this  engage- 
ment, were  palled  on  both  fides  in  flrengthen- 
ing  their  petitions  ;  the  Americans  anxious  to 
render  an  attack  on  their  lines  hopelefs  ;  the 
Britim  general  dehrous  to  make  the  event  cer- 
tain, by  pofieiling  himfelf  of  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  fo  as  to  cut  off  retreat,  waited  for  rein- 

SQth  oa.    forcements.       On   their   arrival,   a  difpofition . 
was  made  for  an  attack ;    but  the  weather  oc- 
caiioned  delay,   and  the  Americans  completed 
their  fortifications.     They  did   not,   however, 
feel  confident  in   this  advantage  ;  for,  having 

ill  Nov.  learned  from  a  deferter  that  Howe  intended  to 
affail  them  the  next  morning,  they  fuddenly 
evacuated  their  lines,  and  retired  acrofs  the 
Croton  to  an  impregnable  pofition,  defended 
in  the  front  by  the  river,  and  in  the  rear  by 
woods  and  heights.  In  their  retreat  they 
burned  all  the  houfes  and  forage  on  White 
Plains. 

Capture  of  Wearied  with  an  unavailing  purfuit  of  an 
enemy  determined  to  avoid  a  direct  encounter, 
the  Britiih  general  engaged  in  the  reduction  of 
Fort  Washington,  an  important  poll,  fecuring 
a  communication  with  the  Jerfey  more,  and 
effectually  commanding  the  navigation  of  the 
North  river;  well  fortified,  and  not  to  be  ap- 
proached without  expofmg  the  befiegers  to  a 
heavy  fire.  The  defence  was  entrufted  to 
colonel  Magaw,  a  native  of  Penfvlvania,  who 
had  quitted  the  bar  for  the  military  profefnon, 

h  It  is  fuggefte'1,  that  Waftiington  probably  ported  this  corps  on 
the  right  of  the  Brunx  to  cover  the  retreat  of  his  army  ;  and  if  gene- 
al  Howe  entertained  the  i'uine  notion,  it  accounts  tor  his  attack. 

and 


FortWafli 
ington 
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and   was   peculiarly    qualified   for    his    truft.    chap. 
The   batteries   being  completed,  the   garrifon    3Si>; 
was  fummoned,  but  gallantly  refuted  to  fur-      y/6. 
render.     The  fort   was  refolutely   ftormed  by  [£&,    *' 
the   Britifh   army  in  four  divisions,   and  after 
a   fpirited    conteft,    the    whole    garrifon    fur- 
rendered  prifoners    of  war.     The  lofs  of  the 
royal  army  in  killed  and  wounded  amounted 
to  eight  hundred  :  that  of  the  enemy  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners,  to  three  thoufand  three 
hundred.      Washington    in    perfon    confulted 
with  Magaw,  in  the  morning  of  the  attack,   on 
the  means  of  defence;  and,  during  the  acYion, 
fent  inftrueUons  to  hold  out,  and  he  would  de- 
tach reinforcement;,  but  the  mefTenger  arrived 
too  late.     The  American  general  highly  valued 
this  fort,  and    deeply  deplored  the  lofs  of  fo 
many    men,   and  fo  great  a  quantity   of  artil- 
lery and  (lores,   which  he  defpaired  of  feeing 
replaced.0 

I  m  m  e  diately  after  this  fuccefs,  lord  Corn-  1  sth. 
wallis  landed  on  the  Jerfey  ihore;  the  garrifon  fS^of 
of  Fort  Lee,  on  his  approach,  retreated  in  con-  Newjerfey. 
fuiion,  leaving  their   tents  handing,   with  all 
their   provifions  and  military   ftores  :  the  fort 
-was  of  no  confequence  after  the  lofs  of  Fort 
Washington/     The  American  leader,  confider- 
irig  his  only  chance  of  fafety  to  confiit  in  pre- 
cipitate  retreat,  gained  with  great  expedition 
the  further  ihore  of  the  Hakenfack  river,  leav- 
iug  on  the  road  great  quantities   of  ftores  and 
artillery.     In  the  fpace  of  about  three  weeks, 
lord  Cornwallis  over-ran  the  whole  province 
of  New    Jerfey,   the  American   general    con- 
stantly flying  before  him." 

The 

«  Wafmngton's  Letters,  v.  i.  p.  318.       d  Idem,  p.  318. 
•  From  fome*  delays  made  in  tne  courfe  of  this  purftik,  cenfme 
..  been  inferred,  a  it"  loi  I  leftraii  ed,  bj  .-.  1  1  oi 

proper 
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The  winter  having  now  commenced,  the 
Britiih  troops  were  placed  in  winter  quarters, 
between  the  Delaware  and  the  Hakenfack,  the 
latter  of  which  runs  near  New  York.  The 
enemy  in  the  mean  time  retreated  acrofs  the 
Delaware. 

During  the  progrefs  of  lord  Cornwallis, 
general  Clinton,  in  oppofition  to  his  own 
judgment,  was  engaged  in  an  expedition  to 
Rhode  Ifland,  to  which  he  was  difpatched 
after  the  battle  of  White  Plains.  He  ftrongly 
urged  the  fuperior  advantage  of  being  landed 
at  Amboy,  for  the  purpofe  of  co-operating 
with  lord  Cornwallis,  or  proceeding  on  board 
lord  Howe's  fleet  to  the  Delaware,  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  Philadelphia;  but  his  proportions  were 
over-ruled,  principally  becaufe  lord  Howe  in- 
lifted  on  Rhode  Ifland  as  neceffary  for  the 
fleet.  On  the  approach  of  the  Britiih  force, 
the  enemy  abandoned  the  ifland  ;  and  the  Ame- 
rican fquadron  under  Hopkins  retired  up  the 
river  Providence,  where  it  remained  blocked 
up  and  inactive. 

During  the  career  of  fuccefs,  lord  Howe 
and  the  general  iffued  a  proclamation,  recapi- 
tulating their  former  offers,  and  promifing 
free  pardons  to   all  who  mould,  within  fixty 


proper  activity,  or  withheld  by  the  commands  of  his  fuperiors  : 
the  chief  proof  in  favour  of  thei'e  iuppofitions  is,  that  the  purfuing 
army  generally  arrived  at  every  place  from  which  the  enemy  retreat- 
ed, at  the  moment  when  they  had  quitted  the  fpot.  It  is  to  be  oh- 
ierved,  however,  that  the  Americans  had  conftantly  fuch  perfect 
intelligence  of  the  preparations  of  the  royal  army,  as  enabled  them 
to  guefs  with  certainty  the  intentions  of  the  general,  and  fo  change 
thjr  pofition  at  the  la  ft  moment.  It  appears  too  from  the  teftimony 
ot  general  Washington  himfelf,  that  the  expeditious  progrefs  of  the 
Britifh  army  was,  towards  the  latter  end  of  November,  fulpended  by 
bad  weather.  See  Stedman,  v.  i.  p«  at 9-  Wafhington's  Letters, 
V.  i.  p.  322,  323.  et  pafliin. 

day,?* 
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days,  appear  before  governors  of  provinces,  or  chap. 
military  or  naval  commanders,  and  enter  into  xxrx. 
engagements  to  remain  peaceable  and  obedient  1776. 
fubjecls/  The  lenity  of  this  meafure,  corn- 
el with  the  progrefs  of  the  army,  induced 
great  numbers  to  accept  the  proffered  benefits, 
and  whole  diftricts  renounced  their  arms. 
Wafliington,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
retreat,  complained,  that  notwithstanding  his 
efforts  and  notices,  he  was  never  joined  by  the 
militia.  The  governor,  council  and  affembly, 
and  magiftracy  of  New  York,  had  deferted 
the  province;  repeated  attempts  to  embody 
the  militia  of"  Philadelphia  had  failed }  and  a 
difpofition  to  meet  general  Howe  with  a 
cheerful  welcome  became  generally  apparent. 
Had  the  Britifh  army  been  able  to  proceed 
immediately  to  Philadelphia,  it  was  fuppofed 
the  v  hole  continent  would  have  followed  the 
example  of  that  city ;  but.  they  could  not,  for 
want  of  boats,  croi's  the  Delaware,  and  were 
obliged  to  wait  till  the  ice  Ihould  be  furiici- 
ently  formed  to  permit  a  paffage. 

The  partizans  of   congrefs    were    alfo  dif-  13th Dec. 
heartened  by  the  capture  of  general  Lee,  whofe  Rapture  of 
experience  and  talents  were  more  relied  on  by  LeT.  * 
the  Americans,  and  dreaded  by  the  Engliih,  than 
thofe  of  the  commander  in  chief.     His  timely. 
difcernment  had  already  faved  the  provincial 
army,  and  though  Washington  does  not  appear 
to  have  entertained  a  fincere  friend/hip  for  him, 
(till,  in  the  difaftrous  Situation  of  the  American 
caufe,  he  was  folicitous  for  his  prefenceand  af- 
fiftance.   Lee,  while  advancing  to  join  Warning* 
ton,    quitted  his  camp  before  MorriftOwn  on  a 

onnoitring  expedition,  and  Stopped  almoftun- 

f  See  the  proclamation  and  form  of  pardon,  Annual  Regifter 
for  1777,  p.  294.. 

vol.  II.  F  f  attended 
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chap,    attended  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  from  the 
\^!^S    main  body  of  his  troops  for  refreflnnent :  in  this 
177^.      Situation  he  Mas  furprizcd  by  a  detachment  of 
light  horfe,  under  colonel  Ilarcourt,    and    con- 
veyed with  great  celerity,  through  a  confider- 
able  extent  of  country,  to  New  York.     This 
gallant  exploit  caufed  no  lefs  exultation  in  the 
Britiih  than  regret  in  the  provincial  army.    No 
officer  of  equal  rank  being  in  captivity  among 
the   Americans,   Washington   offered  fix  field 
officers  in  exchange,  but  received  for  reply,  that 
Lee,  being  a  deferter  from  the  Britiih  fervice, 
could  not  be   conhdered  as  a  prifoner  of  war. 
It  was  ineffectually  alleged  on  the  other  fide, 
that  he  had   refigned    his   commiffion   before 
the  commencement    of  hoftilities ;    no   argu- 
ments or  offers   could  procure  his  releafe,  he 
was  confined,  and  vigilantly  guarded.     Con- 
grefs,  exafperated,  refeinded  an  eftabliihed  re- 
gulation,   in  the  nature   of  a  cartel,    for  the 
exchange  of  prifoners,  deprived  of   their   pa- 
role feveral  Britiih  officers,  and  declared  that 
the  treatment  experienced  by  general  Lee  mould 
form  the  model  of  their  conduct  towards  pri- 
foners. 
"F>:citior,s        In  no  period  of  this  feries  of  calamities  does 
°tcr011~       it  appear  that  the  finnnels  of  congrefs  ever  de- 
lated them,  or  that  they  loft  fight  of  the  great 
object  of  their  principal  leaders,  the  citablim- 
inent  of  independence,    and    total    feparation 
from  Great  Britain.     Some  of  their  ineafures 
-were  raih,  fome  perhaps    impolitic,   and  others 
tyrannical ;  but  they  feem  on  the  whole  to  have 
purfucd  a  mode  of  conduct  more  dignified  than 
could  have  been  expected  in  their  circumftances, 
and  Sufficiently  wife  to   ferve    as  the  founda- 
tion of  permanent  fuccefs,  if  they  were  unex-» 
pectedly  favoured  by  fortune. 

Sob  if 


GEORGE    III.  435 

Soox  after  the  declaration  of  independence,    chap. 
they  voted  articles  of  confederation  and  union,    3S^/ 
in  which  they  affumed  the  appellation  of  "the      *.7?$. 
United  States  of  America,"  and  limited  the  ge-  Articles  "of 
neral  dependence  of  each  ftate  upon  the  deci-  confedera- 
tions of  the  delegates  in  congrefs,  without  de-  nou* 
priving  any  of  their  full   freedom  of  action  in 
the  regulation  of  their  own  internal  govern- 
ment.2    They  palled  refolutions  for  railing  by  3doa. 
loan,  at  four  per  cent,  eighty  thoufand  dollars,  Other 
for  which  certificates  were  to  be  given,  and  the  mea  ures' 
faith  of  the  United  States  pledged  to  the  lend- 
ers for  both  principal  and  intereft. h     Asthefe 
certificates  were  transferrable,  and  liable  to  be 
depreciated,  congrefs,  by  a  fubfequent  law,  fub-   27th  Dec, 
jeeted   perfons   refuting  to  receive    the  paper 
currency  for  goods   or  debts,   or  withholding 
their  property  from  fale,  or  raiting  the  price,  fo 
as  to  make  a  difference  between  caih  and  pa- 
per, to  forfeiture  of  their  goods,  lofs  of  their 
debts,  and  a  penalty  proportioned  to  the  amount 
of  their   tranfgrcthon.1      Another    project   for  1 8th  Nov. 
raiting  money  was  a  lottery   of  four  hundred 
thoufand  tickets,  divided  into   claifes,   and  in 
which  live  millions  of  dollars  were  diftributed 
into  prizes. k     To  re-animate  the  declining  fpirit  Ioth  Dec» 
of  the  people,  congrefs  published  an  addrefs,  in 
their  ace uftomed  ftyle,  recapitulating  the  topics 
of  complaint  againft  Great  Britain,  and  fabri- 
cating many  new  charges  anting  out  of  the  mode 
of  conducting  the  war;  vigour  and  unanimity, 
they  faid,  would  enlure  fuccefs.    They  boafted 
of  cllential  fervices  already  rendered  by  foreign 
ftates,  of  poiitivc  alfurances  of  further  aid,  and 

£  See  Almon's  Remembrancer,  vol,  Iv.  p.  240, 

**  Idem,  pp.  219.  283. 

1  Idem,  foli  v.  p.  36.        fc  Idem,  p.  33, 

F  F  C  fpoke 
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chap,    fpoke  in  contemptuous  terms  of  Britifh  valour 
22*^    The  army,  during  the  whole  campaign,  they  faid 
1776.     had  been  checked  in  its  progrefs,  and  had  not, 
till  within  the  laft  two  weeks,  ventured  above 
.  ten  miles  from  the  fleet:  their  prefent  advances 
were  not  produced  by  any  capital  fiicciefs,  hut  a 
fudden  diminution  of  the  American  force  from 
the  expiration  of  eniiftments.     No  terms  could 
be  obtained  from  Great  Britain  but  uncondi- 
tional  fubmiflion;   but    cordial    union     would 
check  the  progrefs  of  the  army,  and  re-anima* 
the  declining  caufe  of  America.     Even  when 
2cthDec.     congrefs  was  compelled   to  abandon  Philadi \  ■• 
They  retire  phia,  and  take  refuge  in  Baltimore,  m  no  public 
mufeV1"      a^  teftilied  defpair,  or  a  defire  to  procure  im- 
munity by  a  facrifice  of  public  fpirit.   Some  in- 
dividuals joined  the  BritilL  army,  and  others 
maintained  a  conftant  correfpondenee  with  the 
generals  f\>r   terms  of  fafefv  ; n   but  the  whole 
body,  in  all  their  public  ads,  maintained  an  un- 
varied appearance  of  dignity  and  fovereignty. 
MiferaUe        The  aniiy,  the  fole  effective  bafis  of  their 
ftateofthe  hopes,  bad  been  formed  in  a  manner  fo  unex- 
army.         peeled,  and  on  a  plan  fo  radically  bad,  that  it, 
could  now  only  be  viewed   with  fentiments  of 
defpair.     The  requifite  interval  for  effecting  a 
complete  reform  could  not  be  expected;  to t; 
to  diihand  the  cxifting  force   was  impojhble, 
u  ithout  abandoning  every  hope  of  final  luccefs; 
and  vet  every  clifafter  produced  fuch  great  de- 
falcations,  that  it  was  reduced  to  a  number  not 
exceeding  five  thoufand,  and  even  thofe  were 
impatiently  awaiting  the  day  which  ihould  fet 

1  Remembrancer,  vol.  iv.  p.  270. 

"»  For  this  purpofe  they  adjourned  from    the    12th   to  the  20th  of 
December ;  having  in  the  mean  time  appointed  a  iblemn  fart. 

»  From  private  information^ 
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them  free  from  their  engagement,  In  the  be-  char 
ginning  ofhoftilitiesenthufialm,  and  a  defire  of  ™£, 
affifting  in  a  ftruggle  for  a  fuppofed  limited  *776«' 
object/  brought  great  numheis  to  the  field, 
who  exerted  themfelves  with  furprizing  ardour 
in  the  hope  of  abridging  the  conteit.  Yet 
even  they  were  not  infenfible  of  the  difadvan- 
tages  of  their  tit  nation,  they  faw  with  joy  the 
expiration  of  tlieir  term  of  fervice,  and  Wafli- 
ington,  after  forming  a  i'cw  foldiers,  felt  the 
mortification  of  being-  obliged  to  train  a  new 
army.  His  fecond  army  differed  however  in 
many  particulars  from  the  firft ;  the  men  were 
raifed  at  theinftigation  of  others,  rather  than  by 
their  own  impuile,  and  brought,  with  them 
many  fordid  views,  and  perfonal  animofities, 
which  threatened  ruin  to  the  caufe.  The  par- 
iiniony  of  congrefs,  animated  in  fome  meafnre 
by  ajealoufy  of  their  own  general,  did  not  af- 
ford furricient  bounty  to  recruits,  or  an  ade- 
quate pay  to  officers  :  confequently  men  who 
held  commiffions  were  known  to  pracfife  tiie 
loweft  arts  to  eke  out  their  beggarly  fu'oiiftence  ; 
they  even  pilfered  the  pay  and  blankets  from 
their  own  privates.  The  officers  were  alio  elect- 
ed by  the  troops,  which  produced  a  difgufiing 
equality,  no  lefs  offenfive  to  manners  than  fub- 
verfive  of  fubordination  :  fome  corps  would  not 
vote  for  officers,  unlets  they  confented  to  join 
their  pav  in  a  common  hock,  from  which  all 
drew  an  equal  proportion.  1  his  gave  trie  to 
many  lowpracVices  on  the  part  of  officers,  and 
even  fubjected  them  to  the  neceffrty  of  exer- 
eifmg  their  trades  for  fubfiftence:  lb  that  in  p're- 
fenceoffeveral  perfons  of  confideration,  one  of 
them  was  feen  fhaving  his  own  corps.  Thelo 
animofities  which  diftinguilh  every  country 
were  violent  and  rancorous  in  the   American 

f  r  3  army  ; 
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chap,   army;0    and  the  militia  were  backward,   mi- 

^^\  disciplined,  and  refractory. 
i776.  The  general  conftantly  reprefented  to  con- 
grefs the  improvidence  of  railing  a  military 
force  for  fo  fliort  a  period  as  a  year,  and  fhewed 
the  neceffity  of  exercifing  a  greater  degree  of 
vigour  and  generosity,  by  augmenting  the 
bounties,  enforcing  the  levies,  and  extending 
the  period  of  fervice  to  three  years,  or  the  ter- 
mination of  hoftilities.     In  pursuance  of  thefe 

36th  Sept.  fuggefiions,  congrefs  at  length  palled  a  vote 
for  railing  eighty-eight  battalions  to  ferve 
during  the  war,  and  indicated  the  proportion 
to  be  contributed  by  each  fiate;p  a  bounty  of 
twenty  dollars  was  offered  to  each  private; 
portions  of  land  were  promifed  to  both  officers 
and  privates,  or  their  widows  or  reprefentatives, 
at  the  clofe  of  hoftilities,'1  and  to  prelerve  the 
intended  benefit  to  the  objects  of  its  original 
deftination,  all  alignments  were  declared  void. 
Officers,  except  generals,  were  to  be  appointed  by 
the  governments  of  the  feveral  ftates  ;  the  com- 
miffionsto  beiffued  by  congrefs.  The  charge  of 
cloathing  Mas  however  to  be  deducted  from  the 
pay  of  the  privates  ;  andthofe  who  had  already 
received  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars,  were  by  a 

•  Stedman,  vol.i.  p.  206. 

P  It  was  as  follows  :  Virginia  and  MaflachiuTet's  Bay  15  bat- 
talions ench  ;  Penfylvania  12;  North  Carolina  9}  South  Carolina 
6  ;  New  Hampihire  3  ;  Connecticut  and  Maryland  8  each  ;  Rhode 
Ifland  2  ;  Delaware  1  ;  Georgia  1  ;  New  York  and  Jerfey,  being 
partly  in  die  pofTcflion  of  the  Britifh,  only  4  each. 

9  The  lands  were  promifed  in  the  following  proportions: 


To  a  colonel    - 

• 

r 

500  acres 

Lieutenant. 

-colonel    - 

- 

- 

450 

Major 

-' 

- 

- 

400 

'Captain 

- 

. 

- 

300 

Lieutenant 

- 

- 

- 

200 

JSniign    -                 - 
Each  non-commiffioned  officer 
foldier          •»'    '   T        - 

and  } 
•    3 

150 

IOQ 

fubfecjuent; 
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fubfequent  refolution,  no  lcfs   impolitic  tlian    chap. 
mean,  to  be  deprived  of  that  fum  in  cafe  they    JJ^J^ 
fhould  re-enlift.T     Orders  were  alfo   ill'ued  for      i776- 
preventing  the  monopoly  of  military  neceflaries,  l8t  1  Sip* 
for  a  more  effectual  iupply  of  gunpowder,  and  zad  oa. 
for  alluring  its  quality.     Thefe  meafures  were 
not    adequate    to    tlie    increaling   exigences: 
Wafhington  remonftrated  againft  the  parfimony 
of    congrefs  ;    and    advifed,    that   inftead   of 
eiirhtv-eiirht    battalions,    a   hundred    and  ten 
lhould  be  railed  ;  but  even  the  fmaller  number 
could  not  be  procured;  the  militia  could  not 
be  ftimulated  into  exertion,  and  the  general 
faw  that  ten   days  more  would  terminate  the  20th.  Dec. 
existence  of  his  army.8 

General  Howe,  relying  perhaps  with  too  He/Hans 
fammine   confidence  on  the  terror  which  his  fta-ioned 
lucceffes   would  fpread  among  the  Americans,  atlrenton» 
.divided  his  army  into  fmall  detachments,   far 
difiant  from  each  other,  forming  a  chain  of 
communication  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Ha- 
kenfack,  no   lefs  than  eighty  miles.     Trenton 
and   Bordenton,    the   barriers   to  the  Jerfeys, 
and  lying  ncareft  the  enemy,   were  defended 
by  Heflian  troops,  under  colonel   Khallc,  and 
count  Donop;  thefe  foreigners  Mere  offensive 
to  the  inhabitants  from  their  inordinate  rapa- 
city  in  purfuit  of  plunder;  they  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  language,  and  incapable  of 
obtaining  proper  intelligence.      By   a  lingular 
improvidence,   the  pods   of  Trenton,  Borden- 
ton,  White  Horfe,  and  Burlington,  were  weaker! 
in  refpec-l   of  troops,  and  left  unfecured  from 
attack  by  anv  works  of  art,  not  a  (ingle  re- 
doubt  or  intrenchment  being   thrown    up    to 
prevent  furprize ;   the  other  polls,  in  defiance 

r  See  Almon's  Remembrancer* 

•  VVafliingtorfs  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  349. 
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chap,  of  reafon,  were  made  ftrongcr  in  proportion  to 
3?S    tne  increafe  of  their  diftance  from  the  enemy, 

in*-      and  decreafe  of  their  probable  danger. 
Surprized        Wa s ii  i  n gton,  wel  1  apprized  of  thefe  favour- 
by  Wafh-    able  cireumftances,  hronidy  felt  the  neceffity 
of  making  fome  brilliant  effort,  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year,   but  was  at  a  lofs  for  the 
means,   when  general  Arnold  viiited  the  camp, 
and  fuggefted  a  manoeuvre  equally  daring  and 
important.  x     Walking-ton  readily   acceded  to 
Arnold's  advice,  confidering  the  rifque  of  fmall 
importance,  as  ill  fuccefs  would  not  place  the 
American  caufe  in  a  worfe  htuation  than  inac- 
tion, and  a  few  days  would  terminate  the  exif- 
s6th  Dec.    tence  of  his  army.  By  a  judicious  feint,  he  drew 
Donop  with  his  whole  force  from  Bordenton, 
and  dividing  his  troops  into  three  parties,  com- 
manded them  to  meet  on  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware on  the  night  of  Chriftmas,  a  feafon  when 
cuitomary  feftivity  would  add  to  the  effects  of 
the  relaxed  dicipline  which  prevailed  among 
the  Heflians.     Although  the  paffage  was  begun 
as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  yet  from  the  quantity  of 
ice,  the  artillery  did  not   reach  the  oppofite 
fhore  till  three  o'clock,  and  did  not  take  up 
their  line   of  march    till  almoft  four.     Thefe 
difficulties,   however,  and  this  delay,  did  not 
difhearten  Washington.    He  formed  his  detach- 
ment, confifting  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
men,  into  two  divifions,  and  each  took  a  dif- 
ferent  road.      As   the  diftances    were   nearly 
equal,  both  were  directed,  immediately  on  forc- 
ing the  guards,  to  prefs  into  the  town,  that  they 
might   charge  before  the  Germans  had  time 
to  form.     Thev  marched  in  a  violent  itorm  of 
fiiow  and  hail;  the  firft  diviuon arrived  exactly 
at  eight  o'clock,  the  other  in  three  minutes 
after:    the  out  guards  made  little  oppofition, 

being 

*  From  private  information. 
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being  only   few  in   number  ;    they  kept  up,    chap. 
however,  a  con Itant  retreating  fire  from  behind     ™]^ 
the  houfes:  the  main  body  formed,  but  colonel      t77s, 
Rhalle,  and  feven  other  officers  being  wounded, 
and  the  Americans  (unrounding  them  on  all 
fides,  twenty-three  officers,  and  eight  hundred 
and   eighty-fix  men,    laid   down   their    arms. 
The  enemy  achieved  this  exploit  with  no  lofs, 
having  only  two  officers,  and  one  or  two  pri- 
vates wounded.     The  entire  force  in  Trenton 
confifted  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  forming  the 
regiments  of  Lanfpach,  Knyphaufen,  and  Rhalle, 
and  a  troop  of  Britiih  light  horfe  ;  but  on  the 
beginning  of  the  attack  the  remainder  effected 
their  efcape  by  the  road  towards  Borden  ton. 
Thefe  would  alfo  have  been  captured,  had  the 
two  other  divihons  of  WauYmgtoifs  army  been 
able  to  execute  his  inftru&ions :  general  Ewihg, 
who  commanded  one  party,  was  to  have  palled 
the  Delaware  at  Trenton  ferry,  and  taken  polfef- 
iion  of  the  great  bridge ;  general  Cadwallader  was 
inftructed  to  crofs  with  the  Penfylvania  militia 
from  Briftol ;     Ewing  found  it  impoffible   to 
difembark  any  part  of  his  force,  from  the  great 
quantity  of  ice,  and  Cadwallader,  after  landing 
part  of  his  infantry,  was  obliged  to  re-imbark 
them,  becaufe  he  could  not  tranfport  his  artil- 
lery.    Wafhington,  apprehenfive  of  an  attack 
from  the  poft  below  Trenton,  returned  to  Mor- 
riftown  the   fame  evening,  with  the  prifoners 
and  artillery  he  had  taken  :    there  were  very 
few  ftores.u 

When  Wafhington  projected  this  exploit, 
his  chief  object,  was  to  encourage  his  parti- 
sans, by  a  fuccefsful  attempt,  but  he  never  fe- 
rioufly  thought  the  military  confluences  could 
extend  beyond  the  day,  or  anfwer  any  further 

"  This  account  is  principally   taken    from    Wafhington's   own 
Narrative  ;  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  360. 

purpofe 
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chap,  purpofe  than  animating-  the  adherents  of  con- 
xxix.  o-refs,  by  fhewing  that  the  redoubted  Helnans, 
3776.  the  veterans  fo  much  dreaded  in  America,  were 
not  invincible.  The  prifoners  were  ufed  for 
this  purpofe :  they  were  conveyed  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  paraded  through  all  the  ftreets.  ferv- 
ing  at  once  as  evidence  of  the  reality  of  vic- 
tory, and  an  excitement  to  military  ardour. 
The  general  expected  that  the  fcene  of  his  fuc- 
cefs  would  have  been  immediately  re-occupied* 
by  the  Britifh  forces  ;  but  finding  this  expec- 
tation not  accomplished,  ventured  again  to 
crofs  the  Delaware,  with  the  fame  diviiion  of 
his  army,  not  deterred  by  the  quantity  of  ice 
already  formed,   nor  by  the  fear  of  difficulty 

til  Jan.  and  fatigue.1  At  Trenton  he  made  a  mufter 
%w>  of  his  force,  and  the  perfuafions  of  officers, 
and  an  advance  of  ten  dollars  to  each,  could 
only  prevail  on  about  half  of  thofe  whole  term 
of  fervice  was  expired,  to  engage  for  fix  weeks 
longer. 

Lord  Mea xwii  t  t. e  the  re-appearance  of  Walhing- 

Cornwaiiis  ton  on  that  fide  of  the  Delaware,  had  alarmed 

returns  to        1        it  •'•/■  1  111/^1  11  •  1 

the  army,  the  lint i in  general;  and  lord  Lornwallis,  who 
had  already  reached  New  York,  in  his  way  to 
England,  was  ordered  back  to  head  the  Britifh 
troops  in  the  Jerfeys  :  he  fpeedily  effected  a 
junction  with  general  Grant,  and  found  Warn- 
ed Jan.  ington,  who  had  retired  from  Trenton,  polled 
on  fojtne  high  grounds  ;  a  cannonade  was  car- 
ried on  till  night,  and  lord  Comwallis  expected 
to  renew  the  attack  in  the  morning  ;  but  the 
vrary  leader  of  the  American  troops,  perceiving 
his  opponent  to  be  much  fupcrior  in  numbers, 
and  hoping  to  furprize  Princeton,  where  he 
rightly  conjectured  a  fmall  force  only  was  left, 
quietly  diipatclied  his  baggage  to  Burlington 

*  See  Washington's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  363. 
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foon  after  dark,  and  renewing  his  fires  at  mid-    chap, 
night,  and  leaving   guards  at   the  bridge  in  vj^**", 
Trenton,    marched  oft'  filently  by  a  circuitous      1777. 
route.     About  fun-rife  he  reached  Princeton,  3d  Jan. 
where  he  found  only  three  regiments  and  three  Wanung- 
troops   of  light  horfe,  under  the  command  of  pnYesu 
colonel   Mawhood,  who  had  juft   begun    his  Princeton, 
march  to  join  lord  Cornwallis.     The  colonel 
at  firft   miftook   the   advanced   guard    of  the 
enemv   for  Heffians,  but  foon  recognizing  his 
miftake,  charged  with  great  impetuofity  :    the 
van    of  the   Americans   was   difordered  ;    the 
feventeenth    regiment,    led    by    captain   Scot, 
preffed  forward  with  fixed   bayonets,  drove  the 
enemy  into  a  ravine,  and  finding  themfelves 
unable  effectually  to  contend   againft  numbers 
fo  much  fuperior,  cut  their  way  through,  and 
pnrfued    their  march  to   .Maidenhead,    a  vil- 
lage fituated  between  Princeton  and  Trenton, 
The  other  two   regiments,   unable  to  make  a 
fimilar  progrefs,  retreated  to  Brunfwick  with 
a  lofs   of  nearly  half  their  force;    the  Ame- 
ricans  took  pofleffion  of  Princeton,  where  they 
acquired  fome  blankets,  fhoes,  and  a  few  other 
trifling  articles,  burned  the  hay,  and  deftroyed 
fome  other  effects  :  they  captured  alfo  two  brafs 
iicld  pieces,  but,  for  want  of  horfes,  could  not 
carry    them    away  ;    the  number  of  prifoners 
was  near    eight  hundred,  among  whom  were 
fourteen  officers,  all  Britim. 

At  day-light  Cornwallis  difcovered  the  re- 
treat  of  the  American  army,  and  entertaining 
apprehenfions  for  the  fafety  of  Brunfwick, 
which  was  in  adefencelefs  fituation,  haftened  to 
its  relief.  Had  the  American  general  made 
this  attempt,  be  would  have  deftroyed  all  the 
Britifh  ftores  and  magazines,    and   taken  the 

military 
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.chap,  military  chefr,  containing  feventy  thoufand 
w?iS  P0UTids ;  his  original  plan  was  to  have  pulhed 
1777'  on  to  Brunfwiek,  bnt  he  did  not  know  the 
military  cheft  was  there,  and  the  harraffed  ftate 
of  his  forces,  (many  of  whom  had  not  flept  for 
two  nights  and  a  day,)  and  ths  danger  of  lof- 
ing  the  advantage  already  gained,  by  aiming 
at  too  much,  induced  him,  by  the  advice  of 
his  officers,  to  relinquiih  the  attempt.  This 
change  of  determination  may  be  principally 
imputed  to  the  gallant  refiftance  made  by  colo- 
nel Mawhood,  which  occafioned  fuch  delay, 
that  before  the  purfuit  wasfmiihed,  the  rear  of 
the  Engliih  was  in  fight;  Wafhington,  how- 
ever, having  had  the  precaution  to  break  down 
the  bridge  over  Stony  brook,  obtained  fufficient 
time  to  retreat  unmolefted  to  Pluckemin. r 
Andre-  Lord  Cornwallis  with   great  difficulty 

covers  the  plirfue(j  the  track  of  Wafhinffton,  and  was 
obliged  to  halt  at  Brunfwiek  to  refrem,  and 
repofe  his  army.  Wafhington,  perceiving  that 
the  Britifli  had  totally  evacuated  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  took  the  opportunity,  while  lord 
Cornwallis  remained  at  Brunfwiek,  to  overrun 
all  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfey,  fpreading  his  army 
over  the  Rariton,  and  penetrating  into  EiVex 
county,  where  he  made  himfelf  matter  of  the 
coaft  oppofiteto  Staten  Ifland,  by  feizing  New- 
ark, Elizabeth  Town,  and  Woodbridge-  His 
head  quarters  he  fixed  at  Morriftown,  fituated 
amongft  hills,  extremely  difficult  of  accefs.  A 
fine  country  was  in  his  rear,  whence  he  could 
praw  fupplics,  and  through  which  he  could  at 
any  time  fecure  an  eafy  paffage  over  the  Dela- 
ware. Thefe  judicious  movements  not  only 
faved  Philadelphia  and  Penfylvania,  but  rcco- 

y  Principally  from  Washington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  3. 

vered 
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vered  oreat  part  of  the  Jerfeys,  in  defiance  of  an  c  hap 
army  infinitely  fuperior  in  difcipline,  refotirces,  ^^ 
and  numbers.     Of  all   their    recent  extenfive      1777- 

pofieinons  in   the  Jerfeys,  the  Englifli  now  re-    . 
tamed  only  the  pofts  of  Bruniwiek  and  Amboy; 
the  firTt  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Raritori ; 
thefecond  oh  a  point  of  land  at  its  mouth. 

Thus    the    campaign    of    1776   concluded,  Obferva- 
and  the  review  aftords  few  motives  of  iatis-  lhecai 
faetion  :  the  progrefs  of  the  Britim  arms  was  paign. 
arrefted,   and   the  reftflt   of  previous  fucceifes 
ravHhed     from    their    grafp    by     an     enemy 
in   every    reipect    inferior.      The   tardy   com- 
mencement of  the    campaign   gave  time  for 
congrefs  to  iffue  their  declaration  of  indepen- 
dency,  which  fruftrated  all   attempts  at  con- 
ciliation ;  but  had    general   Howe,  who  pol- 
lened  abundant  means,  begun  his  operations 
earlier,    and    with  vigour,    the   violent  pa. 
would    not   have    carried    their    hardly-cc    - 
felted  point,    nor  have  obtained  the  lane! 
of  the  people  in  rejecting  the  proffered  terms  of 
peace.      The    languid  purfuit   of  the  Ameri- 
cans acrofs  the  Jerfeys  has  been  perhaps  more 
blamed    than    it    deferves ;    it    appears    from 
"Washington's  letters,  that  the  progrefs  of  the 
Britiih  troops  was  impeded  at  the  clofe  of  No- 
vember by   bad   weather,  and  no  delay  took 
place  afterwards  which  could  be  avoided  :  the 
Americans  poll'eifed  the  advantage  of  moving 
a  light  unincumbered   body  of  troops  over  a 
territory   with   which   they  were  perfectly  ac- 
quainted.    The  generals  have  been  frequently 
accufed   of  neglecting  opportunities   to  gain 
the  rear  of  the  American  army,  and  thus  com- 
pletely overwhelm  them  ;  but  fuch  allegations 
are  always  to   be    received   with   caution ;    a 
movement  of  the  kind  appears  perfectly  eafv 

to 
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chap,  to  men  who  merely  reafon,  and  is  eafily  dc- 
J£ji^  monltrable  on  paper,  but,  if  attempted  in  the 
field,  it  might  involve  a  victorious  army  in 
inevitable  ruin,  or  at  beft  be  fruftrated  by  the 
molt  fimple  dictates  of  the  momentary  exi- 
gency. But  no  adequate  vindication  appears 
for  the  ftrange  manner  in  which  the  troops 
were  pofted  in  the  Jerfeys  :  general  Howe 
adopted  the  meafure  in  contradiction  to  his 
better  judgment,2  but  his  error  is  in  every  point 
of  view  inexcufabie.  Equally  culpable  was 
the  ihamelul  neglecl  of  caution  and  difcipline 
which  facilitated  the  furprize  at  Trenton,  and 
for  which  colonel  Rhalle  paid  with  his  life. 
But  Rhalle  alone  was  not  blameable ;  general 
Grant,  his  fuperior  in  command,  omitted  the 
important  duty  of  vifiting  his  pofts,  giving  his 
orders,  and  perlonally  infpecting  their  execu- 
tion. After  the  event  at  Trenton,  the  Britiih 
army  feems  to  have  been  paralyfed  by  alarm, 
incapable  of  refolute  meafures  for  aflailing  a 
foe  who  ftill  held  them  in  terror,  or  for  prudent 
defenee  of  a  province,  which  no  force  poflefled 
by  the  Americans  could  have  wrefted  from 
them. 

The  pacificatory  powers  were  not  always 
u fed  with  judgment:  the  proclamations  and 
overtures  for  conciliation  were  wife  and  fuf- 
ficiently  dignified;  but  when  the  moft  con- 
iiderableperibns  hiNewYork,  Queen's  County, 
Long  llland,  and  feveral  towns;  ports,  and 
inferior  places,  prefented  petitions  to  the 
commiffioners,  profefiing  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  fupremacy  of  the  king,  and  the  COll- 
st  He  was  remonftrated  with  on  the  fubjeel,  and  a  few  days  be- 
fore Wafhington's  attack  wrote  to  a  general  officer  in  tnefe  terms  : 
f«  I  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  run  a  chain  acrofs  Jerfey  ;  the 
"  links  are  too  far  aiunder,"     From  private  information. 

x  ftitutionai 
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fiitutional  authority  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  chap. 
when  they  followed  theie  declarations  hy  J2J^ 
railing  a  militia,  and  a  considerable  body  of 
troops  for  the  royal  fen- ice,  no  attention  was 
paid  to  their  requeft  for  a  reiToration  of  thole 
rights  which  the  law  and  the  proclamation  in- 
titled  them  to  claim.  In  fuch  a  period,  when 
the  public  faith  was  to  be  vindicated,  and  a 
good  example  prefentcd,  verbal  difquifitions 
ihould  not  have  been  affiduoufly  fought:  and 
if  declarations,  attended  by  fuch  acts.,  were 
not  fo  forcibly  worded  as  the  friends  of  parlia- 
mentary authority  might  wifli,  it  was  neverthe- 
lefs  their  intereft,  and  their  duty,  to  prefent 
every  facility  to  an  accommodation,  which 
was  of  more  importance  than  a  long  feries  of 
victories.* 

But  if  this  neglect  was  prejudicial  to  the 
Britiih  caufe,  how  much  more  fatal  was  the 
deteftable  licentioufnefs  in  which  the  military 
were  permitted  to  indulge  in  the  Jerfeys. 
Plunder  and  wanton  infult  difffufted  and  in- 
cenfed  the  natives,  and  afforded  opportuni- 
ties of  reproach,  which  were  not  neglected 
by  the  partizans  of  America  ; b  details  of 
each  fpecific  wrong  were  taken  on  oath,  and 
published  in  the  news-papers,  to  irritate  the 
people  againlt  the  king  and  the  Britiih 
nation.  Thus  the  minds  of  the  loyal  re- 
ceived a  contrary  impulfe,  and  many  in 
defperation  joined  the  Americans. c  In  vain 
will  it  be  alleged,  in  palliation  of  theie  un- 
denied   enormities,  that   it  was    impoihblc  to 

a  See  Annual  Regifter,   1777,  p.  13. 

*>  See  Galloway's  Letters  to  a  Nobleman  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
War  in  the  middle  Colonies,  p.  4.2.  Washington's  Letters,  vol. 
it.  p.  2. 

*;  Galloway's  Letters  to  a  Nobleman,  p.  4.3. 

reft  rain 
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chap,  reftrain  the  furtive  and  licentious  difpofition 
^^,  of  the  foreign  mercenaries :  were  this  allega- 
tion true;  it  proves  only  the  impolicy  of 
taking  up  winter  quarters  with  fuch  troops,  in 
a  place  where  it  was  defirable  to  keep  alive  the 
fpirit  of  loyalty  :  but,  on  the  contrary.  Rhode 
Ifland,  under  the  more  difcreet  and  correct 
management  of  lord  Percy  and  general  Clin- 
ton, exhibits  not  a  fmgle  inftance  of  com- 
plaint. 
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CHAPTER    THE    THIRTIETH: 
1776—1777. 

Meeting  of  parliament.  —  Kings  fpeech.  — 
Debates  on  the  addrefs. — Differences  in  opi- 
?iion  among  the  members  of  oppofition.' —  De- 
bate on  the  proclamation  at  New  York. — 
Partial  feccjjion  of  opposition. —  llecefs.— 
Attempt  to  barn  the  royal  arfenals.— Bill 
for  fa /pending  the  habeas  corpus  —  Amended 
in  the  Committee.  —  A  ft  for  ijfuing  letters  of' 
marque.  —  Lord  Chatham  s  motion  refpeSth 
America. —  Debates  on  taxes  and  fupplics.  -— 
King's  melfage  respecting  the  arrears  of  the 
civil  lift.  — Supply  granted.  —  Debate  and 
proteji  in  the  Lords. — Speech  of  Six  Fletcher 
Norton  on  pfefenting  the  bill  to  the  King — 
he  is  thanked  by  the  houfe  —  debate  on  the 
[abject —  his  conduct  more  decijively  approved. 
—  Clofe  of  the  fefjion.  —King's  fpeech.  — 
State  of  the  public  mind.  —  Slate  and  views 
of  foreign  pozcers  zcith  refpeel  to  Great 
Britain. 

a  t  em ?  f.  r  ate  fpeech  from  the  throne  opened   c  H  a  p. 
""thefeflion    of  parliament.     The    kino-  de-    ^'^J 
clared,    nothing-  could  have   afforded  him  fo      *^ 
much  fatista&ion  as  to  (late,  that  the  troubles  jSS^of 
by  which"  the  American  colonies  had  been  lb  Pa<"y»* 
long  diftra&ed  were  at  an  end  ;  and  that  the  £*nt#, 
unhappy  people,  recovered  from  their  delation,  fpeech. 
had  delivered  themfclvesfrom  the  oppreffion  of 
their  leaders,  and  returned  to  their  duty:  but 
fo  daring  and  defperate  was  the  fpirit  of  thole 
leaders,   whofe  objeefs  had  always  been  domi- 
nion and  power,  that  they  had  openly  renounced 
all   allegiance  to   the  crown,  and  all  political 
vol.  11.  q  q-  connection 
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chap,  connection  with  this  country;  rejected,  with 
xxx  circumftauces  of  indignity  and  infult,  the 
1776.  means  or  conciliation,  and  preiumed  to  fct  up 
their  rebellious  confederacies  for  independent 
Hates.  If  their,  treafon  was  fuffercd  to  take 
root,  much  mifchief  muft  grow  from  it,  to  the 
fafety  of  the  loyal  colonies,  the  commerce  of  the 
kingdom,  and  indeed  to  the  prcfent  fyficm 
of  all  Eu7*ope.  The  fuccefs  of  the  Britiih 
arms  gave  the  ftrongeft  hopes  of  decifive 
good  confequences;  but  notwithstanding  this 
fair  profpecr,  it  was  necefTaiy  to  prepare  for  an- 
other campaign  ;  he  recapitulated  the  pacific 
afTiirances  of  the  European  powers,  and  obferv- 
ed,  he  could  have  in  this  arduous  conteft  no 
other  object  but  to  promote  the  true  intercft  of 
his  fubjects.  No  people  ever  enjoyed  more 
happinefs,  or  lived  under  a  milder  government, 
than  the  revolted  provinces,  a  fact  proved  by 
their  progrefs  in  the  arts,  their  numbers,  their 
wealth,  and  ftrength  by  fea  and  land,  which  in-- 
fpired  an  over-weening  confidence,  He  was" 
defirous  to  reitore  to  them  the  blcihngs  of  law 
and  liberty,  equally  enjoyed  by  every  Britiih 
fubject,  which  they  had  fatally  and  defperately 
exchanged  for  the  calamities  of  war,  and  the 
arbitrary7  tyranny  of  their  chiefs. 

%i       %j  %i  * 

Amend-         An  amendment  to  the  addrefs  yvas  moved  by 
mentto      jC}ij  J0hn    Cavcndiih,  and    feconded    by    the 

the  addrefs  .         .,,  ,  .,         ,        .  ,.       J     „ 

moved.  marquis  ot  uranby,  total!)  altering  all  the  ien- 
timents  of  the  original.  It  began  by  affirming", 
that  the  disaffection  and  revolt  of  a  whole 
people,  could  not  have  taken  place  without 
great  errors  in  conduct  towards  them.  Thefe 
errors  were  imputed  to  a  want  of  furficient  in- 
formation in  parliament,  and  a  too  implicit 
confidence  in  minifters.  Hence  fchemes  for 
the  reduction,  and  chaiiifement  of  a  fuppofed 

inconnderabic 
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inconfiderable  party  of  fa&ious  men,  had  driven    chap. 
thirteen  large  provinces  to  defpair:  a  hearing   ^xx- 
had  been  refufed  to  the  reiterated  complaints     1776. 
and  petitions  of  the  colonifts,  and  commiflion- 
ers  nominated  for  the  apparent  purpofe  of  mak- 
ing peace,   were  furniihed  with  no  legal  power 
but  that  of  giving  or  withholding  pardons  at 
pleafure.     His  majefty,  inftead  of  fending  out 
commiffioners,  according  to  the  promife  in  his 
fpeech  at   the  beginning-  of  the  lafb  feflion,  as 
fpeedily  as  poffible,  had  not  difpatched  them  till 
feven  months  afterwards  ;  confequently  the  in- 
habitants   of  the    colonies,  apprized  that  they 
were  put  out  of  the  protection  of  government, 
and  feeing  no  means  provided  for  their  return, 
were  furniihed    with  reafons  but  too  plauuble 
for    renouncing   dependence    on  the    crown. 
"  We  under  hand,"  the  amendment  proceeded, 
"  that  amid  ft  the  many  difafters  and  difgraces 
attending  his  majefty "s  arms  in  America,  an  ad- 
vantage has  been  gained  in  the  province  of  New 
York,  which,   if  wifely,   moderately,   and  pro- 
vidently ufed,  may  produce  happy  effects.    No- 
thing ihall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  forward 
reconciliation,  by  laying  down  real  permanent 
grounds  of  connection  between   Great  Britain 
and   her  colonies,  on  principles  of  liberty,  and 
terms  of  mutual  advantage.     We  mould  moft 
heartily  congratulate  his  majefty,  on  any  event 
leading  to  the  great  deniable  end,  of  fettling  a 
durable  peace,  by  the  reiteration  of  the  ancient 
affection  winch  happily  fubliited  in  former  times. 
We  fhould  regard,  with  ihame  and  horror,  events 
tending  to  break  the  fpirit  of  any  large  part  of 
the  Brrtifh  nation  ;  to  bow  them  in  abject,  un- 
conditional fubmiffion  to  any  power  ;  annihi- 
late their  liberties,  and  fubdue  them  to  iervile 

c  o  4  principles 
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chap,  principles  and  pafiive  habits,  by  the  mere  force 
3S£l>  of  foreign  mercenary  arms  \  becaufe,  amidftthe 
j??$.  excetTes  and  abufes  which  have  happened,  we 
muft  refpect  the  fpirit  and  principles  operatingin 
thefe  commotions.  Our  wifb  is  to  regulate,  not 
to  deftroy  them  ;  for,  though  differing  in  fome 
eircumftanee.s,  thofe  very  principles  evidently 
bear  fo  exact  an  analogy  with  thofe  which  fup- 
port  the  molt  valuable  part  of  our  own  consti- 
tution, that  it  is  impoflible,  with  any  appearance 
of  juftice,  to  think  of  wholly  extirpating  them 
by  the  fword,  in  any  part  of  his  majefty's  do- 
minions, and  eftablifhing  precedents  the  moft 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  this  kingdom." 

Tins  intemperate  amendment  was  fupported 
by  arguments  equally  violent  and  unfair.  The 
value  of  the  conquefts  made  by  the  Britim 
arms  was  ftudioufly  depreciated. "  The  victory 
at  Long;  I  flan d  was  not  amatter  of  triumph  ;  the 
illand  itfclf  was  a  mere  outpoft  to  New  York, 
as  New  York  was  an  outpoft  to  America,  and  it 
would  have  been  the  extreme  of  folly  and  raih- 
nefsin  the  provincials  to  attempt  maintaining 
it.  The  ufe  of  the  word  treafon,  in  the  king's 
fpeech,  afforded  much  ground  for  reprehenfion, 
forftrenuous  vindication  of  the  Americans,  and 
prognofties  of  final  failure.  '■  Alas !  Sir," 
Wilkes  exclaimed,  "  what  we  call  treafon  and 
"  rebellion,  and  they  juft  refiftance  and  a  glo- 
"  rious  revolution,  lias  taken  root,  a  very  d 
;  root  indeed,  and  has  fpread  over  almoflraf] 
:  America.  The  loyal  colonies  are  three,  the 
"  free  provinces  thirteen."  The  declaration, 
he  obferved,  of  independence,  was  not  intirelv 
unexceptionable,  but  the  Americans  were 
driven  to  it  by  rigorous  pcrfeeution.  We  had 
hired  foreign  troops  to  fight  againft  them,  and 
y  had  no   refouree   but    throwing  off  the 

yoke, 
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yoke,    and   inviting  foreign    aid.      Minivers   chap, 
might  fafely  predict  that  the  Americans  would     xxx- 
declare   themfelves   independent,    when    they      1-7*- 
knew  that  the  unjuft   and   fanguine  meailircs 
they    intended  to   purfue   muft   oceafion    the 
eve.  The   Jefuits    rifqucd    nothing   when, 

in  Hi  10,  they  prophefied  the  death  of  thq 
beft  prince  that  ever  reigned  in  Europe,  within 
that  year;   they  v  1  it  by   employing  Ra- 

villac  to  affaffinate  their  fdvereigh.  The  coio- 
nifts  followed  the  example  of  England  again! t 
James  II.  SYhenhe  quitted  the  kingdom,  they 
declared  the  throne  bdicated,  and  chofe  an- 
other kii  .  When  the  late  fevere  '  were 
paii'ed  againft  the  Americans,  they  were  thrown 
into  anarchy ;  they  declared  we  had  abdicated 
the  government,  and  therefore  they  were  at 
liberty  to  chafe  a  government  for  themfelves. 
The  lpceeh  mentions  adifcovery  of  the  original 
defiffns  of  the  leaders  of  the  Americans.  In 
God's  name,  who  made  the  leaders  ?  How  came 
they  to  be  for  If  you  force  men  together  by 
oppreffion,  they  will  form  into  bodies  and  chute 
leaders.  Mr.  Hancock  wasoriginally  a  merchant 
of  credit  and  opulence  :  inch  men  are  not  very 
prone  to  a  change  of  government.  A  few  old 
women  have  laid,  that  the  civil  war  of  laft  cen- 
tury was  contrived  by  Cromwell  :  the  frit  op- 
position to  Charles  I.  was  began  in  order  to  ad- 
vance him  to  the  protectorship.  A  iimilar  faga- 
city  and  penetration  has  now  happily  difcover- 
ed  the  original  views  of  thofe  who  are  leaders 
of  th  cans.     We  have  been  two  years 

ei.  a  lavage  and  piratical,  as  well  as 

u:.  demand  of  government  has 

been  complied  with,  and  not  a  iingle  province 
tas  been    ii  red;   on  tin  contrary. 

;  evil  gro       more  defperate;  laft  year  only 

c  a  3  twelve 
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chap,  twelve  colonies  petitioned  the  throne;  this 
\i22l/  year'  hy  the  accefiion  of  Georgia,  we  have  feen 
1776.  a  federal  union  of  thirteen  free  and  powerful 
provinces  aflertirig  their  independency  as  high 
and  mighty  flates,  and  letting  our  power  at  de- 
fiance. This  was  done  immediately  after  the 
fafe  landing  of  vour  whole  force,  with  circum- 
ffahces  of  fpirit  and  courage,  to  which  poitenty 
will  do  juftice.  The  line  ipf  conducl  recommended 
bv  the  amendment,  was  conficlered  as  not  fuflfi- 

%s  J 

ciently  extenfi ve  to  fave  the  empire.  To  preferve, 
even  for  a  fhort  period,  Canada,  oT  the  Weft 
India  Iilands,  or  to  recover  any  part  of  theim- 
menfe  territory  lately  loft,  the  fleets  and  armies 
muft  be  recalled,  all  the  acts palled fmce  1763  be 
repealetl,  and  the  charters  reftored.  We  might 
then,  if  they  could  forgive  and  truft  us,  treat 
with  the  Americans  on  fair  and  equal  terms, 
without  the  idea  of  compulfion,  and  a  founda- 
tion might  be  laid  for  relioring  peace,  internal 
tranquillity,  and  unity  to  this  convulfed  and 
difmembered  empire.  If  conqueft  or  abandon- 
ment were  the  only  alternatives  left,  America 
ihonld  be  abandoned.  The  benefits  hitherto 
refulting  from  the  pofleflion  of  America  had 
been,  pctetit  of  trade,  increafe  of  commercial  ad- 
vantages, and  a  numerous  people  growing  up  in 
the  lame  principles  and  fentiments  with  our- 
felves.  Ail  thefe  muft  be  loft  if  America  was 
conquered ;  pefieffion  muft  be  fecured  by  a 
large  ftanding  army  ;  which  army  muft  be  cut 
ofi  from  the  intercourfe  of  focial  liberty  in  Great 
Britain,  and  accuftome/1,  in  every  infrance,  to 
bow  down  and  break  trie  fpirits,  trample  on  the 
rights,  and  live  on  Ipcils  cruelly  wrung  from  the 
fweat  and  labour  of  their  fellow  fubjecrs  ;  fuch 
an  army,  fo  employed  and  i'o  paid  for  fupportr 
ing  fuch  principled,  would  be  a  proper  initni- 

ment 
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ment  to  efTeel  pnrpofes  of  a  greater,  or,  at  Icaft,    chap, 
more  favourite  importance;  points   more  im-      xxx. 
mediately    holtile    to    the    liberties     of    the      1776. 
country. 

The  interpofition  of  the  Bourbon  family  was 
pronounced  inevitable,  no  lefs  fpeedy  than  cer- 
tain ;  colonel  Bane  peremptorily  aiferted,  that 
a  war  of  the  molt  ferious  kind  was  impending,  a 
war  from  the  united  powers  of    France   and 
Spain.     Wilkes  ridiculed  the  reliance  on    the 
pacific    declarations  of  our    natural   enemies. 
Has  fate  ordained,  he  laid,  that  weihall  neither 
poflefs  capacity  to  profit  by  the   example  of 
others,   nor  even  by  our  own  experience  ?  In 
the  very  fir  ft  year  of  the  prefent  reign,   in  Sep- 
tember 1701,  theGazette  told  us,  "  the  catholic 
king  had,    at  no   time,,    been  more  intent  on 
cultivating  a  good    correfpondence  with  Eng- 
land, than  in   the  prefent  conjuncture;"  a  de- 
claration   received    ferioufly  here,  held  out  as 
part  of  the  court  creed,  and   laughed  at  by  all 
the  reft  of  Europe.     In  the  beginning  of  the 
following-  January,  without  the  occurrence  of 
new  facts  of  any  moment,  war  was  declared  by 
England   againfr    Spain.      Will   the  plaufible, 
fmooth-tongued  French,  likewife  be  able  to  lull 
u<  into  a  fatal  fecuritv  againfl  the  evidence  of 
all  hillory  ?   Fox  denied  the  principle,  that  it 
was  repugnant  to  the  interefts  of  France  and 
Spain  to  permit  the  independence  of  America  : 
fuch    an   attention    was    contrary   to  common 
fenfe.     Is  not  the  division  of  the  enemy's  power 
advantageous  ?   Is  not  a  free  country,  engaged 
in  hade,    lefs  formidable  than    the  ambition  of 
an  old   corrupted   government,  their  only  for- 
midable rivai  in  Europe  r 

In  the  courfeof  the  debate,  feveraj  animad- 
YCi'lions  were  made  on  a  large  cieati  tn  of  peers 

1    G  I  during 
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chap,  during  the  recefs,  and  on  the  iffutng  of  preft- 
vi^^O  warrants  to  man  the  navy,  which  had  oeca- 
1776.  fioned  fonie  difruiTions  between  the  admiraltv 
and  the  city.  The  king's,  or,  as  it  was  for  form's 
fake  termed,  the  minifter 's  fpeerh,  was  repro- 
bated as  an  intire  compound  of  hypocrify,  an 
infamous,  groundlefs  libel,  fabricated  by  a  ty- 
rannical faction,  againft  fonie  of  the  molt  valu- 
able members  of  the  Britifli  community.  An 
infidious,  hypocritical  fpeech,  that  held  out 
law  and  liberty  at  the  point  of  the  fword,  and, 
like  a  deceptions  mirror,  reflected  a  falfe  image 
of  truth. 

Government  was  defended  by  lord 
North  and  lord  George  Germaine,  but  they  did 
not  travcrfe  the  extenfive  field,  to  which  they 
were  challenged  by  the  declamations  of  oppo- 
sition. The  minifter  denied  the  charge  of  with- 
holding information  ;  he  had  always  commu- 
nicated  as  much  as  he  could  confidently  with 
fafety.  Lord  George  Germaine  faid,  that  even 
the  American  Statements  of  the  proportions 
made  by  general  Howe,  proved  that  he  was 
eager  for  the  means  of  peace  and  conciliation; 
but  Washington  was  adverfe.  The  forcible 
and  fatisfactory  aiTurances  of  the  court  of 
France,  afforded  no  reafon  to  doubt  their  pa- 
cific intentions ;  fhould  it  ncverthelefs  prove 
othcrwife  (and  the  minifter,  not  pretending  to 
be  a  prophet,  would  not  anfwer  for  the  events 
of  the  next  fix  months)  Great  Britain  was 
prepared  to  cope  with  any  enemy.  The  no- 
tion that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  fhould  engage 
in  war  to  affift  America,  was  treated  with  great 
difdain :  "  Would  thofe  countries,"  lord  George 
Germaine  afked,  "  blind  to  their  own  interefts, 
"  wiili  the  fpirit  of  independence  to  rrofs  the 
"  Atlantic  :  Could  tliev  \  exempt  from  fear 
6  '•  that 
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"  tliat  their  own  colonifts  would  catch  fire,  at  chap. 
"  the  unlimited  rights  of  mankind  ;  and   pre-    «^i^j 
"  fer  that  language  to    ilavery  and    digging     1776. 
"  jrold  ?    And    would  not  great  danger  arife 
"  from  the  vicinity  of  powerful  independent 
"  ftatcs,  freed  from  European  eontroul  ?  " 

Lord  North  repelled  the  charge  of  hypo- 
crify,  fo  freely  advanced  again  ft  that  part  of 
the  fpeech,  which  Itated  the  king's  delire  to- 
reftOre  to  the  Americans  law  and  liberty.  In- 
ftcad  of  being  abfurd  or  hypocritical,  it  was 
fupported  by  fact  and  found  logic  ;  law  and 
liberty  were  lied  from  America,  but  the  debate 
of  the  day  had  fully  proved,  they  had  not 
quitted  this  country.  Thole  who  had  thrown 
fo  many  reflections  on  adminiftration,  would 
have  found  a  grievous  difference,  had  they 
dared  to  make  fo  free  with  the  congrefs.  It 
had  always  been  the  with  of  adminiftration,  to 
bring  matters  to  an  early  iffue,  and  avoid 
bloodfhed  ;  to  ui'c  fuccefs  and  victory  with 
prudence  and  moderation,  rather  as  means  of 
cementing  lading  unity  and  amity,  than  as 
objects  of  triumph,  inftrumenis  for  forging 
the  chains  of  Ilavery,  or  excufes  for  tyranny 
and  oppreflion. 

The  amendment  was  negatived.*  Rejeaed. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  earl  of  Carlifle  in  the 
moved  the  addrefs;  and  an  amendment,  exactly  j,ol'ieof 
fimilar  to  that  of  lord  John  Cavcndifh,  was 
pfrtpofed  by  the  marquis  of  llockingham. 
Tbe  debate  was  no  Id's  violent  than  in  the  lower 
houfe,  but  not.  diltinguiihed  by  much  novelty 
of  argument  or  afiertion.  The  friends  of  ao> 
miniftration  obferved,  that  the  daring  and  open 
hoftilities  which  preceded   the  declaration  of 
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CH.A.P-  independency,  would  never  have  happened,  if 
C^~*L>  a  diibbedient  traiteroua  Spirit  had  not  been  fo- 
1776.  mented,  noiiriihed,  and  ftrengthened  by  a  party 
hi  Cheat  Britain,  who,  deferfeing  its  intereirs, 
ihamefully  facrificed  them  to  perfonal  views 
of  faction  and  ambition,  The  ground  taken  in 
the  amendment,  became  dangerous  in  propor- 
tion to  its  plaunbilily  ;  for  it  was,  indeed, 
hardly  conceivable,  that  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica, who  owed  to  many  obligations  to  the 
parent  ftate,  who  were  at  once  bound  to#  it  by 
every  tie  of  gpatitude  and  intereit,  and  every 
bond  of  union  which  nature  and  affection  could 
render  fa  c  red,  would  break  and  cancel  them  all, 
without  real  provocation  :  but  the  event  had 
proved  the  contrary  ;  and  as  oppoiition  was 
formerly  founded  on  the  idea,  that  America 
never  did  aim  at  independency  ;  as  the 
queilionhad  totally  altered  its  nature,  the  una- 
nimity ought  to  be  as  complete,  as  it  would 
be  deeifive  in  reftoring  peace  to  a  diftraetcd 
and  divided  empire.  Gieat  Britain,  deprived 
of  the  wealth  and  ftrength  acquired  from  the 
colonies,  would  loie  her  importance  in  the 
fyftem  of  Europe,  and,  in  the  end,  become  a 
province  of  the  firft  ambitious  power  who  might 
think  proper  to  attack  her.  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  inferior  in  population,  and  divided  by 
feas,  could  not  withftand  the  formidable  power 
of  France,  if  diveftcd  of  the  fourees  of  wealth 
and  ftrength  derived  from  the  colonies,  winch 
muft  be  the  refult  of  tamely  permitting  America 
to  remain  independent. 
Differences  The  lords  in  oppoiition,  though  they  agreed 
of  opinion  jn  reprobating  the  king  s  fpeech,  and  vilifying 
[jtiou.  tfee  conduct,  or  minittry,  were  not  m  unilon  m 
other  refcee's.  Lord  Shelburne  called  the 
fpeech   a   piece 'of   metaphysical    refinement, 

framed 
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framed  for  rlelufiorf ;  the  defence  made  to  eon-   ch  a  r* 
tinue  the  impofltion,  was  nothing-  more  than     xxx^ 
a  firing  of  fophifms,  no  lefs  wretched  in  their      *?r6 
texture,  than    infolent  in  their  tenor.     In  an 
analyfis,   he  mould  prove  this   competition   a 
mixture    of  the    molt    unqualified    abfurdity, 
treachery,  cruelty,  hypocrify,  and  deceit.     lie 
defcanted  on  the  different  paragraphs  of  the 
fpeech,    pronouncing   them   all    utterly   falfe, 
differing  only  in  tins,  that  fome  of  the  falfe - 
hoods  were    fallacious,    fome   ipecious,    fome 
srofs  and  notorious. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  declared  himfelf 
morally  certain,  that  all  attempts  to  recover 
America  would  be  vain  ;  the  moment  was  pah  : 
ilie  was  irretrievably  loft;  and  it  would  be 
much  better  to  have  the  people  friends  than 
enemies,  even  at  the  price  of  acknowledg- 
ing their  independence.  Lord  Sandwich  con- 
fid  cred  fuch  doclriuc  derogatory  to  the  ho- 
nour, dilgiaccful  to  the  character,  and  de- 
itruclive  to  the  interefts  of  England.  He 
would  hazard  every  drop  of  blood,  and  the 
laft  fliilling  of  the  national  treasure,  rather 
than  Britain  ihould  be  fet  at  defiance,  bullied, 
and  dictated  to  by  her  ungrateful  and  undu- 
tiful  children,  her  difobedient  and  rebellious 
fubjeets  :  and  lord  Shelburne  laid,  he  never 
meant  this  country  ihould  relinquiih  its  right 
of  commercial  controul  over  America;  on 
the  contrary,  the  power  of  regulating  the 
colonial  trade,  was  the  very  cli'ence  or  the 
political  connection  between  the  countries; 
even  were  this  regulatory  power,  in  its  moil 
full  and  exterifive  i'cnfe,  acknowledged  by 
the  colonies,  fotuething  more  was  to  be  ex- 
pected ;  for  the  national  debt  was  truly  and 
equitably  the  debt  df  every  individual  in  the 

whole 
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chap,  whole  empire,   -whether  in  Ana,  America,    ox 
xxx-     nearer  home. 

I776.  Aftku along  difcuiTion  refpceHng the  pacific 

intentions  of  Prance  and  Spain,  and  the  ftate 
of  the  navy,  the  amendment  was  negatived,* 
hut  entered  on  the  journals  as  a  proteit,  and 
figned  by  fourteen  peers. 
6th  Nov.  Lord  John  Cavksdish  again  foti cited  the 
?!baleoj3  attention  of  the  houfe,  hy  producing  a  copy 
mstionat  of  the  declaration  published  by  lord  Howe  and 
New  York..  ]}js  brother,  on  taking  pofieiVion  of  New  York, 
which  had  been  recently  published  in  the  news- 
papers. The  authenticity  of  the  proclamation 
being  avowed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, aud  ieeretary  of  ftate  for  America,  lord 
John  Cavendiih,  though  attoniihed  at  the  con- 
tents, and  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which 
they  were  imparted  to  the  public,  congratu- 
lated the  houfe  on  the  gleam  of  peace  and 
conciliation.  Parliament  had  been  treated 
With  the  moft  mortifying  contempt ;  commif- 
fi oners  were  fent  out  with  powers  only  to  grant 
pardons,  and  receive  fubmiffions ;  yet,  won- 
derful to  relate,  parliament  is  informed,  through 
the  channel  of  a  news- paper,  that  thofe  com- 
miffioners  are  authorized  to  anfwer  direeUy  for 
the  fovcreign,  and  obliquely  for  the  concur- 
rence of  that  of  the  two  other  branches  of  the 
legislature,  in  reviling  all  acts,  by  which  the 
Americans  are  aggrieved.  Parliament  were 
reduced  to  cyphers  in  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  butinefs:  they  were  called  on,  by  way  of 
rcquifition,  tofanetion  acts  which  Mould  render 
them  abhorred  bv  their  fellow  fubjects  in  every 
part  of  the  empire  ;  but  when  an  appearance 
of  lenity  is  fhewn,  all  the  merit  was  attributed 

*  91  to  26. 
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to  the  king  and  his  minifters.     Yet  if  the  pro-    chap. 
pofals  were  fmdere,    he  would  not  found  ob-    ^^J 
jections  on  mere  punctilios ;  to  give  the  nego-      «77*. 
tiation  more  weight  and  efficacy,  parliament 
ought,  as  the  firft  proof  of  a  pacific  difpofition, 
tc  co-operate  in  fodeiirable  a  work.  Heinterided 
therefore  to  move,  that  "the  houfe  mould  refolve 
"  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to  cuntider  of  the 
"  revifal  of  all  a€ts  of  parliament,  by  which  his 
'*  majefty's  fubjecls  in  America  thought  them- 
*f  feives  as grieved.''     This  motion,  if  acceded 
to.  would  remove  theftrong  impremon  exiiting 
in  the  minds   of  the   Americans,    that,  under 
every  minifterfal  promife,  lurked  treachery,  de- 
ceit,  impbfition,    or  an  inlidious  intention  to 
divide,  in  order  the  more  eafily  to  break  their 
ftrtength,  and  fubdue  them, 

Buricf,  who  feconded  the  propofitlon,  fpokc 
with  euthufiafm  of  the  exalted  heroifmof'wx 
old  wOttian,  found  in  a  cellar  at  New  York, 
befmcared  and  fmutted  all  over,  marked  with 
r$g£,  defpair,  and  relblution  ;  who  had  buffed 
herfelf  in  combustibles  to  fire  the  city,  and 
perifh  in  its  allies.  He  called  the  conflagra- 
tion, created  by  American  incendiaries,  an  in- 
terpohtion  of  Providence,  to  arreft  the  progrefs 
of  Britiih  arms  in  the  moment  of  fuccefs. 

Although  two  Gazettes  had  been  publish- 
ed, it  was  faid,  the  miniftcrs  had  not  in  either 
allotted  a  place  to  the  moft  important  paper 
which  had  appeared  during  the  conteft.  Par- 
liament  was  trilled  with  by  the  concealment  of 
filch  adifpatch,  and  the  king  was  either  mad* 
to  guide  their  proceedings,  or  give  infincere 
protrhfes.  The  proclamation  was,  in  ia6t,  a  mere 
mockery :  the  departure  of  the  commiffioners  . 
having  been  purpofcly  delayed  till  the  declara- 
tion©? independence  frustrated  their  pacific  pro- 

polals 
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chap,   pofats.     The  only  terms  really  intended  were. 

j.xx.  v  j  ay  down  your  arms,  and  then  we  will  do 
x7y6.  "  juft  as  wepieafe  :''  the  molt  cruel  conqueror, 
Burke  obferved,  could  not  fay  lefs ;  and  if  a 
conqueft  had  been  gained  over  the  devil  him- 
fclf  in  hell,  afmaller  portion  of  liberality  could 
not  have  been  ihewn. 

The  miniitrv,  declining  to  inveftigate  crki- 
rally,  literally,  or  philologically,  the  paiTage  in 
the  declaration  which  gave  rife  to  the  prefent 
motion,  defended  themfelves  on  each  of  the 
points  urged  by  oppofition  with  confiderable 
addrefs.  The  proclamation  was  not,  as  had 
been  fuppofed,  received  with  the  difpatch  from 
general  Howe;  but  was  left  at  Falmouth  with 
difpatches  of  inferior  importance,  and  being 
tranfmitted  to  the  metropolis  in  the  ufual  way, 
did  not  arrive  till  the  Extraordinary  Gazette 
was  already  publiiLed ;  nor  did  the  minifters 
confider  it  of  importance  enough  to  claim  a 
place  in  the  Gazette;  but  it  was  not  concealed, 
many  copies  having  been  affixed  to  the  walls 
of  New  York,  and  difperfed  through  America. 
The  king,  in  promifmg  a  revifion  of  the  ob- 
noxious acts,  fpoke  only  as  the  head  and  mouth 
of  the  nation  and  the  legillature ;  but  the  de- 
claration of  independence,  rendered  the  par- 
liamentary interference,  propofed  by  the  motion, 
utterly  improper.  Was  it  coniiftent  with  com- 
mon fenfe  to  aim  at  obliging  thofe,  whole 
principal  object  was  to  render  themfelves  free 
from  all  connection  with  Great  Britain,  as  their 
fuperiors  ?  The  queftion  of  independency 
muft  be  fettled  as  a  preliminary  ;  if  the  Ame- 
ricans adhered  to  that,  it  would  be  vain  to 
think  of  difcuffimr  any  other.  The  right  to 
tax  could  not  be  agitated  as  the  means  of 
reconciliation  ;    nor  would  the  refutation   of 

charters 
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charters  give  fatisfaetion  to  the  American  in-  chap. 
fargents.  They  openly  declared  themfelves  as  J^^j 
unwilling  to  fiibmit  to  tlie  terms  of  their  char-  X776. 
ters,  as  to  the  Bolton  acts  :  while  the  fpirit  of 
independency  remained  unfuhdued,  reiblutions 
or  revifions  would  not  be  efficient  means  of 
conciliation.  To  treat,  while  they:  avowed 
their  fovereignty  and  independency,  or  form 
legiilative  regulations  for  tiiofe  who,  both  as 
fubjecls  and  independent  ftates,  had  ever  dif- 
puted  the  power  and  authority  of  parliamentary 
legiflation,  was  impollible.  Let  them  acknow- 
ledge the  right,  point  out  the  conftitutional 
abuieofit,  and  the  grievances  flowing  from 
that  abufe,  no  objection  mould  be  made  to  the 
propofed  committee,  or  to  the  adoption  of 
efficacious  and  fpeedy  meafures,  not  only  for 
remedy  of  real  grievances,  but  even,  in  fome 
in  (lances,  for  accommodating  their  prejudices. 
The  Americans,  it  was  obferved,  had  no  reafon 
to  wifh  for  a  continuance  of  their  prefen.t  go- 
vernment. The  congrefs  tyrannized  over  the 
people;  their  power  and  practice  of  punim- 
ment  by  imprifonment  were  utterly  incompati- 
ble with  every  idea  of  freedom.  The  liberty 
of  the  prefs  was  annihilated  ;  a  printer,  who 
dared  to  publilh  a  fentiment  or  fact  contrary  to 
their  fyftem  and  intercfts,  would  be  inftantly 
ruined  ;  nor  was  the  freedom  of  private  letter-], 
or  private  couverfation,  tolerated.  The  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  royal  army  might,  it  was  rational!  v 
hoped,  diiiblve  this  horrible  tyranny,  and 
enable  the  opprelfed  Americans  lately  to  avow 
their  real  opinions,  and,  without  danger,  re- 
turn to  their  duty. 

Tiik  motion  was  complained  of  as  a  furprize, 
a  fudden  and  uncKueitcd  manoeuvre,  no  buii- 

iiefe 


464  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

chap,  nefs  of  confequence  being  expected  before  the 
^jooc     recefs  .  an(|  jt  was  reje6tec]. c 

1776.  From  this  time  many  members  of  oppofi- 
Partiai  fe-  tion,  particularly  the  Rockingham  party,  with- 
oppofition.  drew  fr°m  tne  houfe  of  commons  whenever 
any  queftion  relative  to  America  was  to  be  ciif- 
cuffed  :  to  make  their  conduct  more  confpi- 
cuous,  they  generally  attended  the  private  bufi- 
nefs,  and  then,  in  a  formal  manner  bowing  to 
the  chair,  retired.  Such  fecefnons  were  not 
new ;  nor  have  they  ever  been  knows  to  pro- 
duce any  good  effect ;  the  art  of  retaining  a 
feat  in  the  fenate,  and  yet  oftentatioufly  refuf- 
ing  to  fulfil  any  of  its  duties,  is  in  itfclf  of  a 
nature  to  demand  vindication  or  apology  ;  the 
objections  are  broad  and  eafy  of  comprchen- 
fion,  the  juftification,  if  valid  as  to  political 
circumftances,  is  fubjeel;  to  many  cavils,  arifmg 
from  the  perfonal  motives  which  may  be  im- 
puted to  individuals.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  the 
meafure  wanted  the  refpeclability  which  re- 
fults  from  unanimity  ;  and  the  reafons  ad- 
x-aneed  in  its  defence  were  not  fuffieient. — 
"  All  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  govern - 
"  ment,"  it  was  laid,  "  particularly  with  refpect 
"  to  American  affairs,  was  not  only  vain  and 
"  fruitlefs,  but  from  the  overbearing  force 
"  which  fupportcd  the  minifters  in  every  quef- 
"  tion,  it  became  worfe ;  it  became  frivolous 
"  and  contemptible.  It  was  too  degrading,  to 
"  be  the  continual  iriftruments  of  oppofmgthe 
"  ineffective  weapons  of  reafon  and  argument, 
•*  to  the  deaf  infolence  of  an  irrefiftible  power, 
"  which  had  long  determined  on  its  conduct, 
"  without  the  fmalleft  regard  to  either.     It  was 
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imporlible  to  fave  a  people  againft  their  will;  chap. 
and  the  minority  had  for  a  fucceilion  of  ^JJ 
years,  repeatedly  apprized  and  warned  the  *7';6 
nation  of  the  dangers  attending  the  ruinous 
meafures  then  purfued,  and  of  the  fatal  pre- 
cipice that  muft  terminate  that  mad  career, 
in  which  they  were  blindly  and  defperately 
driven.  The  people,  deluded  by  various  arts, 
and  influenced  by  paffion  and  prejudice,  cor- 
dially acquiefced  in  the  opinions  of  admi- 
niltration,  and  it  was  not  confiftent  for 
thofe  who  regarded  their  lioneft  fame  bevond 
all  other  conliderations,  excepting  their  prin- 
ciples and  honour,  to  incur  the  odium  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  by  ineffectual  efforts 
to  ferve  them.  They  would  therefore,  pre- 
ferving  their  principles  ftill  unlhaken,  re- 
ferve  their  activity  for  rational  endeavours, 
when  the  prefent  delirium  might  be  fo  far 
allayed,  either  with  the  people  or  with  the 
minifters,  as  to  afford  room  for  its  operating 
with  advantage. "d  Thefe  pretences,  how- 
ever loftily  founded,  befpeak  only  the  rage 
and  mortification  of  a  party  difappointed  in  a 
conteft  for  power;  if  the  meafures  purfued  by 
administration  Mere  fuccefsful  and  popular, 
oppoiition  was  needlefs,  but  a  formal  feceflion, 
marked  neither  wifdom  nor  magnanimity. 
Removed  from  the  fenate,  the  proper  fphere  of 
action,  and  true  fource  of  honourable  dittinc- 
tion,  the  moft  eloquent  and  difcerning  lofe 
their  pre-eminence,  and  become  confounded 
with  the  ignorant ;  the  public  rarely  feel  the 
want  of  individuals  fo  much,  as  to  demand  re- 
luctant exertions ;  and  no  great  body  can  be 
expected  to  bend  to  a  mode  of  conduct,  which 

<J  Annual  Regifterfor  1777,  p.  49,  50.     See  alfo  Buike's  Letter 
»o  the  Sheriffs  of* Biiltol. 
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chap.  Teems  the  offspring  of  fullennefs,  caprice,  or 
viSSL  vanity.  In  the  prefent  iuftance,  the  feceders 
1776.  were  extremely  unfortunate  :  could  they  have 
ibrcfecn  the  rcverfes  attending  the  clofeof  the 
campaign,  they  would  not  probably  have  ah* 
fented  themfelves  fo  early  in  the  leiiion;  they 
regarded  only  the  prefeut  afpect.  of  affairs  ;  had 
few  adherents  in  England,  and.  from  thecourfe 
oi"  the  war,  defpaired  of  long  retaining  an 
oftenhble  party  in  America. 

Recefs.  The  refolutions  on  the  navy  and  army   efti- 

mates   were  voted   without  much  opposition, 

13th  Dec.  and  on  the  day  appointed  for  a  general  faft, 
both  houfes  adjourned  for  the  Chi  iftmas  recefs. 

Attempt  to       While  the  attention  of  parliament  was  en» 

burn  the  ,    .         it      rr  i  S  •  •  •      ' 

royal  ar-  gaged  m  dilcuiiing  the  couauct  ot  incendiaries 
fcnais.  in  America,  the  profperity  of  England  was  immi- 
nently endangered  by  an  individual  of  that 
deteftable  defcription,  inftigated  by  American 
emifiaries.  A  gloomy,  unfocial,  erratic  adven- 
turer, whofe  real  name  was  James  Aitkcn,  but 
his  common  appellative  John  the  Painter,  after  a 
longreiidence  in  America,  went  to  Paris,  and,  it 
has  been  faid,  being  introduced  to  Silas  Dean, 
a  minifter  from  congrefs  to  the  Erench  court, 
received  encouragement  from  him  to  under- 
take the  deftruetion,  by  fire,  of  the  dock-yards 
throughout  England.  This  man  had  been  long 
habituated  to  crime;  but  his  want  of  fociality, 
prevented  him  from  being  traced  or  betrayed, 
and  thus  fecured  him  from  punifhmeut.  Nei- 
ther fufpicion  nor  ordinal}'  vigilance  prevented 
ihe  full  execution  of  his  plan,  but  his  igno- 
rance in  the  preparation  of  eombuffibles,  fome 
of  which,  after  being  fafely  depolited  and 
7th  Dec.  lighted,  failed  in  their  eft'oft.  The  rope-houfe 
at  Portfmouth  was,  however,  deiiroyed,  and 
7  govern- 
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government  being  at  once  alarmed  and  aftonifh-   CHAP 
ed,  puifued  fuch  nieafures  that  he  was  appre-  \J£^Y 
hended,  convicted,   and  hung  in  chains.     His      \777 
confeffion   proved  his  being  employed  by  Silas 
Dean,  and  expofed  the  prevailing  negligence, 
relative    to    thofe    important    arfenals,    upon 
which  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Britifh  empire 
depends.0 

The    firft    bufinefs    which   occafioned    any  6th Feb. 
debate  of  importance,  was  a  bill  brought  in  bv  ?',"  foI- 
the  mmilterror  enabling  the  king  "  to  detain  the  habeas 
"  and  fee ure  perfons  charged  with,  or  fufpeeled  corPu*« 
"  of  high  treafon,  committed  in  North  Ame- 
"  rica,   or  on  the  high  feas,  or  the  crime  of 
"  piracy."     By  this  law,   magiftrates  were  em- 
powered to  commit  fuch  perfons  to  any  place 
appointed  by  the  king,  under  his  fign  manual, 
and  they  were  to  be  detained,  without   bail  or, 
mainprize,  and  not  brought  to  trial  or  admitted 
to  bail,  without  an  order  from  the  privy  coun- 
cil.    The  progrefs   of  this   bill  was  contefted 
with  a  warmth  and  pertinacity  proportioned  to 
the  magnitude  of  its  objects,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  habeas   corpus,    that  ineftimable 
privilege,    which  it  was  intended  to  fufpend. 
Lord  North,  on  the  motion  for  introducing  it, 
obferved,  that  during  the   war  many  prifoners 
had  been  made,  who  were  in  aehial  commiffion  of 
high  treafon  ;  and  many  might  be  taken  in  the 
fame  predicament,  but  perhaps,  for  want  of  evi- 
dence, could  not  be  legally  confined.     It  had 
been  cuilomary,  on  h'milaroceafions  of  rebellion, 
or  danger  of  invafion,   to  enable  the  king  to 

«  Sec  Annual  Regiftcr  1777,  ?>•  M5-  And  the  trial  nt  large  of 
James  Aitken,  taken  in  fhorr-hand  by  Jofepfl  GurnCy.  A  bill  v/c, 
in  the  courie  of  the  i'ffion,  brought  intq  parliament  for  protection 
ut  private  dock-yards  from  iimilar  at'empis  :  :t  occafioned  a  long 
debate  on  the  nature  gf  dime  and  punifhment  (13th  May)  but  was 
dropped. 

11  H  fjize 
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chap,  feize  fufpicious  individuals;  but  minifters  at 
'^j^j  prefent,  did  not  demand  a  confidence  fo  exten- 
X777.      five;  there  was  no  domeftic  rebellion;  nor  any 
profpeet  of  invafion;  but  as  the  law  flood  it 
was  not  poffible,   officially,  to  apprehend   the 
moft  fufpefted  perfon  ;    prifoners  made  from 
the  rebels,  and  in  the  act  of  piracy  on  the  high 
ieas,  could  only  be  legally  confined  in  the  com- 
mon gaols,  a  mode  which  their  numbers  would 
render  impracticable.     It    was    necefiary    the 
crown  ihould  have  a  power  of  confining  them 
like  other  prifoners  of  war. 
lotHFeb.        On   the  fecond   reading,   Dunning   endea- 
voured  to   exite    diflruft  of  the  bill,    by  in- 
finuating,   that   crown  lawyers  might  extend 
its  operations  to  perfons  Avho  never  faw  Ame- 
rica, nor  perhaps  the  high   feas.     The  power, 
endeavoured    to  be  vefted  in  the  crown,   was 
dictatorial,  or  flrikingly  fimilar  to  that  exercifed 
by  the  Roman  dictators.     No  man   could  be 
exempt  from   punilhment,  becaufe  innocence 
would   no   longer  afford  protection.     The  bill 
would   generate  innumerable  fpies,   informers, 
and  falfe   accufers ;     and   furnifh   the  means 
of  gratification,  emolument,  and  fafety,  to  the 
molt  profligate  of  the  fpecies  ;  while  it  would 
let  loofe,  with  impunity,  the  blackefl  and  molt 
horrid  vices  which  difgraced  the  human  mind. 
Juftice  would  be  bound  as  well  as  blind  ;  and 
it  would  be   in  the  power  of  every  revengeful 
minifter,  or  mercenary  villain,  to  fat i ate  his  re- 
venge, or  replenish  his  purfe,  at  the  expence 
of  the  belt  and  moft  virtuous  of  men. 

"  Who  knows,"  faidEox,  "  but  the  minifters, 
"  in  the  fulncfs  of  their  malice,  may  take 
"  into  their  heads  that  I  have  ierved  on  hong; 
"  Ifland  under  oeneral  Waihins>ton  ?  What 
"  would    it   avail  me,   in   fitch  an   event,   to 

"  plead 
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"  plead  an  alibi;    to  affure  my    old  friends,   chap. 
"  that  I  was,  during  the  whole  of  the  earn-    ,J5%>j 
"  paign,  in  England;  that  I  was  never  in  Amc-     w- 
"  riea,    or   on    any    other    fea    but    between 
"  Dover  and  Calais ;  and  that  all  my  acls  of 
"  piracy  were  committed  on  the  mute  crea- 
"  tion  ?  All  this  may  be  very  true,  fays  amini- 
"  fter,  or  a  minifter's  underftrapper,  you  are 
"  for  the  prefent  fufpceled,  that  is  fufficient, 
"  I  know  you  are  fond   of  Scotland  ;    this  is" 
"  not  the  tune  for  proofs ;  you  may  be,  and  very 
"  probably   are  innocent,  this  bill  cares   not 
whether  you  are  guilty  or  innocent ;  I  will 
"  fend  you  under  this  fign  manual,  to  ftudy 
"  the  Erie  language  in  the  Ifle  of  Bute ;  and     . 
"  as  foon  as  the  operation  of  the  bill  is  fpent, 
you  will  be  at  liberty  to  return  or  go  whi- 
ther you  pleafe.     You   may    then    call   on 
your  accufers  to  prove  their  charges  of  trea- 
"  fon   in  America,    on   the   high  leas,  and  of 
"  piracy  ;    but  they  will  laugh  in  your  face, 
"  and  tell  you  they  never  charged,  they  fuf- 
"  peeled  you;   and  the  act  of  parliament  will 
u  ferve  as  a  complete  pica  in  bar;  it  will  ahfwer 
"  a  double  end  ;  it  will  be  at  once  your  red refs, 
"  and  our  j unification.    Weaknefs,  cruelty,  fuf- 
"  picton,    and  credulity,"  he   obferved,  "  are 
41  almoft  always  infeparable.      Minifiers  were 
"  credulous  in   the  extreme,   becaufe  fearful, 
"  and  they  Mere   fearful  from  a  confeioufnefs 
"  of  their  Climes.   The  bill  included  not  only 
4<  confinement,  but  the  power  of  temporary 
"  baniftiment,  even  to  the  moft  remote,    uu- 
"  healthy,  and  peitiferous  climate,  within  the 
"  wide  circuit  of  his  maieuVs  dominions."' 

Thurlow  infilled,  that  the  bill  meant  only 
to  apprehend,  commit,  and  confine  perfons 
actually  charged  or  fufpeeted  of  hi^-h  treafon 

n  u  3  in. 
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chap,  in  x^meriea,  or  on  the  high  feas,  or  piracy.     It 
xxx.      Was  highly  abfurd  and  prcpofterous  to  fuppofe 
1777.     ^  was  framecl  intentionally  to  reach  difaffeeted 
perfons    within   this  realm  ;  though  if  it  did 
operate  to   that  extent,  he  mould  hardly  con- 
fider  it  a  fault. f 
13th  Feb.       As  the  fupporters  of  the  bill  urged  the  pro- 
Amended    pnety  of  correcting  the  different  claufes  in  a 
commit-     committee  ;  feveral  amendments  were  propofed 
tee.  in  that  ftage  of  its  progrefs.     One  was  moved 

by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  fecretary  to  the  treafury, 
which  rendered  the  place   and   extent  of  the 
crime  fubjceling  perfons  to  the  operations  of 
the  ac~r,  more  definite  and  certain, 
j^th,  A  petitiox  was  prefenled  from  the  com- 

mon council  of  London,  praying  that  the  bill 
might  not  pafs,  or  at  leaft  might  be  prevented 
from:  extending  to  perfons  reiident  in  Great 
Britain.  A  claufe  was  introduced,  excludina; 
all  minor  acts  of  piracy s  from  the  con  ft  ruction 
77th.  of  the  acl;  and,  on  the  third  reading,  Dunning 
moved  an  additional  claufe,  which  was  received 
with  an  amendment,  and  added  as  a  rider,  re- 
ftricting  the  operations  of  the  act  to  perfons 
who  were  adually  abfent  from  the  realm,  or  on 
the  hish  feas  at  the  time  of  committing  their 
offences.  Thefe  alterations  were  not  adopted 
without  violent  debates ;  the  members  of  op- 
pofition  were  anxious  to  obtain  even-  quali- 
fying explanation  of  the  bill,  though  they 
ftrenuoufly  refilled  the  whole  principle ;  and  the 
crown  lawvers  were  not  in  perfect  harmony  in 
their  opinions,  refpeeting  the  conftitutional  quef- 

f  The  motion  for  committing  the  bill  was  carried,  195  to  43. 

2  Such  as  trading  and  correlponding  with  pirates,  fnrniming 
them  with  ftores,  and  feveral  other  lranfa£lions  affected  byfundry  a6ts 
ofpailiamtnt, 
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tion  involved  in   its  principle,    or  the  precife  chap. 
value  of  the  claufes  given  up  or  amended. h        \JSS*> 

In   the   houfe   of  lords    no  opposition  was      »m- 
made ;  a  proteft,  in  four  articles,  hgned  by  one  24t  l   e  ' 
peer  (the  earl  of  Abingdon)   billy ,f  was  entered 
on  the  journals. 

No  other  act   of  importance  Was  paiTed  in  Aa  for 
this  feffion  relative  to  America,  excepting  one  ^"J61 
for  enabling  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  to  grant  marqu^ 
letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  again  ft  velfels  of 
that  country :  itoccafionednoremarkable  debate 
in  either  houfe  :  an  amendment,  propofed  by  lord 
Marchmont,  for  fubftitu ting  the  phrafe,  letters 
of  permiffion  for  letters  of  marque,  was  readily  nth  Feb. 
adopted,  as  it  removed  the  appearance  of  placing 
the  Americans  on  the  footing  of  alien  ene- 
mies. 

Towards  the  clofeofthe  feffion  lord  Chat-  3*tHMay. 
liam,  who  had  not  before  attended  in  his  place,  £?..     , 
moved  tor  an  addreis,  adviiing  his  nuncity  to  motion  re- 
take  fpeedy  and  effectual  mealures  for  putting  iPe4t"?g 
a  period  to  the   unnatural  war   with  America, 
and  terminating  Inch  hoftilities  on  the  only  juft 
and  lblid  foundation;  the  removal  of  accumu- 
lated grievances.     The  houfe,  at  the  requeft  of 
lord  Camden,  was  fummoned  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  deliberating  on  this  motion. 

Loud  Chatham  began  by  obfervations  on 
the  critical  emergency  of  the  times,  and  prog- 
nofticated  that,  unlets  an  end  were  put  to  the  war, 
there  was  an  end  to  the  country.  The  Ame- 
ricans were  called  rebels ;  he  did  not  mean  to 
make  their  panegyric;  but  there  was  a  time 
when  they  railed  four  regiments  on  their  own 

ccount,  and  took  Louilbourg  from  the  veteran 
troops  of  France  :  their  excefles  had  been  great;; 

b  The  cyieftionon  the  tVurd  rending  was  carried  by  u?  to  35. 
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chap,  but  were  extenuated  by  the  erroneous  and  in- 
xxx  fatuated  counfels  which  had  doled  the  door  to 
J777«  mercy  and  juftice.  He  decried  the  efforts 
ufe  d  to  conquer  the  provincials  :  "You  have 
"  ranfacked,"  hefaid,  "  every  corner  of  Lower 
"  Saxony;  but  forty  thoufand  German  boors 
"  never  can  conquer  ten  times  the  number  of 
"  Britifh  freemen :  they  may  ravage ;  they  can- 
not conquer.  But  what  would  you  conquer  ? 
the  map  of  America?  What  will  you  do  out 
of  the  protection  of  your  fleet?  In  the  win- 
ter, if  together,  the  troops  are  ftarving  ;  and, 
if  difperfed,  cut  off  in  detail.  I  am  expe- 
"  rieneed  in  fpring  hopes  and  vernal  promifes ; 
"  I  know  the  boaftings  of  minifters ;  but  at  laft 
"  will  come  your  equinoctial  difappointment. 
"  They  tell  you  that  your  arm}7  will  be  as  ftrong 
"  as  laft  year,  when  it  was  not  ftrong  enough  ; 
"  you  have  obtained  nothing  in  America  but 
"  ftations,  and  have  been  three  years  teaching: 
"  your  opponents  the  art  of  war  :  they  are  apt 
"  fcholars,  and  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  the 
American  gentry  will  furnifh  officers  fit  to 
command  the  troops  of  all  the  European 
"  powers.  You  have  employed  a  force  too 
"  numerous  for  peace,  too  limited  for  war. 

"  I  have,  at  different  times,"  lie  proceeded, 
"  made  different  propositions,  adapted  to  cir- 
"  cumftances.  The  plan  contained  in  my 
"  former  bill,  is  now  impracticable  ;  but  the 
"  motion  I  intend  to  propofe  may  produce  a 
"  refpe&able  divifion  in  America,  and  unani- 
"  mity  at  home.  It  will'  give  America  an  op- 
"  tion  ;  flie  has  yet  had  no  option.  You  have 
"  laid,  lay  down  your  arms,  and  me  has  given 
"  you  the  Spartan  anfwer,  '  come  take.'  Lord 
"  Chatham  explained  his  plan  to  mean  a  re- 
"  drefs  of  all  grievances,  and  an  acknowiedg- 

"  incut 
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'  mentofthe  rights  of  the  Americans  to dif-    chap. 
'  pofe  of  their  own  money.    This  would  be  the      xx*\ 
'  herald  of  peace  ;  this  would  open  the  way  for      1777. 
;  treaty  ;  this  would  ihew  parliament  fmcerely 
'  difpofed.     Yet  much  muft  be  left  to  treaty. 
'  Should  you  conquer  this  people,  you  conquer 
'  under  the  cannon  of  France;  under  amafked 
'  battery  then  ready  to  open.     You  are  now  at 
'  the  mercy  of  every  little  German  chancery  ; 
'  and  the  pretentions  of  France  will  increafe 
daily,  lb  as  to  become  an    avowed  party  in 
either  peace  or  war.     We  have  tried  for  un- 
conditional fubmiffion  ;  try  what  can  be  gain- 
ed by  unconditional    redrefs.     Lefs  dignity 
Mill  be  loft  in  the  repeal,  than  in  fubmitting 
to  the  demands  of  Germans.     We  are  the 
aggrefibrs  ;   we  have    invaded  America,   as 
much  as  the  Spanim  armada  invaded  Eng- 
land.    Mercy   cannot  be  injurious  ;  it  will 
feat  the  king  where  lie  ought  to  be,  throned 
in  the  hearts   of  his  people  ;  and  millions  at 
home  and  abroad,  now  employed  in  obloquy 
or  revolt,  will  pray  for  him."  The  prefeat  mo- 
ment was  the  crifis,  he  obferved,  before  France 
was  party  to  the  treaty  ;  before  the  fate  of  the 
country  was  decided.  The  French  court  was  too 
wife  to  lofe  the  opportunity  of  effectually  fepa- 
rating  America  from  the  dominions  of  this  king- 
dom; and  whenever  France  or  Spain  entered  into 
any  treaty  with  America,  Great  Britain  mull 
immediately   declare    war   againft    them.     He 
would   be  among  the  firft  to  advife  it,  even  if 
we  had  but  live  mips  of  the  line  in  our  ports; 
and  fuch  a  treaty  muft  and  would  fhortly  take 
place,   if  pacification   was  delayed.     War  be- 
tween   France  and  Great  Britain  was  not  lefs 
probable,    becaufe    it   had   not    yet    been    de- 
clared:   it  would  be  folly  in  France  to  declare 
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crap,  it  now,  while  America  gave  full  employment 
xxx.  to  our  arms,  and  was  pouring  into  the  lap  of 
»777.  France  her  wealth  and  produce ;  the  benefit 
of  which  fhe  was  enjoying  in  peace.  Were 
it  practicable,  by  a  long  continued  courfe  of 
fuccefs,  to  conquer  America,  no  benefit  could 
be  derived  but  from  the  good-will  and  pure 
affection  of  the  inhabitants*  which  were  not 
to  be  gained  by  force  of  arms,  but  by  concU 
liation  and  juftice. 

In   a  fubfequcnt  part  of   the   debate,   lord 
Chatham  gave  a  more  fpecjfic  detail  of  his 
views.  "  I  wiili,"  lie  faid,  "  for  a  repeal  of  every 
oppreffive  act  paffed  fmce  1763.     I   would 
put  cur  brethren  in  America  prccifely   on 
the  fame   footing  they  flood  at  that  period. 
I  would   expect,  that  being  left  at  liberty' 
to  tax  themfelves,  and   diipofe  of  their  own 
property,  they  would  in  return  contribute 
"  to  the  common  burthens,  according  to  their 
"  means   and   abilities.      I   will   move   for  a 
"  bill  of  repeal,  as  the  only  means  left  to  avert 
"  that  deftruction  which  threatens    to    over- 
"  whelm  us.     1  ihall  no  doubt  hear  it  objected, 
"  why  ihould  we  concede?   Has  America  done 
"  an)'  thing,  on  her  part,  to  induce  us  to  agree 
"  to  fo  large  a  ground  of  concei'iion?  I  think 
"  you  mould  concede,  having  been  the  aggref- 
"  fors  from  the  beginning.     It  is  the  bulinefs. 
"  of  this  country  to  make  the  ririt  overtures, 
"  for  I  fay  again  this  country  has   been  the 
"  aggreflbr.     You  have  made    defeents  upon 
"  their  coafts  ;    you  have   burnt  their  towns, 
"  plundered  their  country,  made  was  upon  the 
iC  inhabitants,  confiscated  their  property,   pro- 
"  fcribed  and  imprifoned  their  perfons.     I  da 
t:  therefore  aifinn,  that  inltead  of  exacting  un- 
"  conditional  fubmifiion  from  the  colonies,  we 

"  ihould 
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"  fhouid  grant  them  unconditional  redrefs;  chap. 
"  we  have  injured,  we  have  endeavoured  to  3Sl/ 
"  enflave  and  opprefs  tliem.  Upon  this  clear  1777- 
"  ground,  initead  of  chaftifement,  they  are  en- 
"  titled  to  redrefs,  aflrft  flep  towards  which  v.  ill 
"  he  a  repeal  of  thofe  laws  of  which  they  com- 
"  plain.  The  people  of  America  confider  par- 
"  liament  tlie  authors  of  their  miferies,  their 
"  affections  are  eftranged  from  their  fovereign  ; 
"  let  then  reparation  come  from  the  hands 
11  which  inflicled  the  injuries  ;  let  conciliation 
"  fucceed  chaftifement  ;  and  I  maintain  that 
parliament  will  again  recover  its  authority ; 
that  his  majefty  will  he  once  more  enthroned 
in  the  hearts  of  his  American  fubjects ;  and 
"  that  your  lordihips,  as  contributing  to  fo 
great,  glorious,  falutary,  and  benignant  a 
work,  will  receive  the  prayers  and  benedic-* 
tions  of  every  part  of  the  Britiih  empire." 
In  debating  lord  Chatham's  proportion,  the 
accuflomed  ground  Mas  repeatedly  travelled 
by  both  parties ;  the  lords  who  fupported  ad- 
miniftration  iniifting,  that  the  original  aim  of 
America  was  independence,  which  the  adhe- 
rents of  lord  Chatham  as  ftrongly  denied  ;  and 
the  afiertion  advanced  by  them,  that  Great 
Britain  was  the  original  aggrefibr,  was  no  lei's 
vigoroufly  combated.  Several  collateral  topics 
of  difcuvlion  were  introduced,  which  protracted 
the  debate  to  an  enormous  length,  particularly 
acenfure  on  a  paifage  in  a  recent  fermon  of  the 
archbiihop  of  York,  which  was  animadverted 
on,  and  defended,  with  great  heat. 

Lord  Go.wer  obferved,  that  the  motion 
held  out  nothing  new,  and  w  as  a  mere  repej  it  ion 
of  lord  Chatham's  former  fentiments.  Similar 
propoutions  had  been"  afterwards  made  by  two 
uoble  dukes,  and  unlefs  the  houie  had  changed 

its 
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chap,  its  opinions,  for  whicli  lie  could  fee  no  reafon, 
xxx-  it  mult  reject  the  prefect,  as  well  as  all  the  pre- 
1777-  ceding  motions.  The  idea  refpetting  the  con- 
duct of  France,  taken  in  any  of  the  various 
views  in  Avhich  his  lordfhip  had  placed  it,  was 
moft  extraordinary,  or  rather  mo  ft  extravagant. 
"  If  we  conquer  America,''  he  fays,  "  we  mall 
"  conquer  it  for  France  ;  if  France  mould  join 
"  America  againft  us,  and  get  the  better,  Ame- 
rica, though  fuccefsful,  will  neverthelefs  be 
conquered,  and  become  a  province  or  de- 
"  pendency  of  France:  and  though  we  neither 
"  conquer  or  are  conquered,  ftill  America  will 
u  be  loft  to  England,  and  fall  to  our  enemies 
"  and  rivals."  Such  a  motion,  by  exhibiting 
to  foreign  nations  a  picture  of  our  pretended 
national  imbecility,  and  the  defperate  fituation 
of  our  affairs,  would  invite  them  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  our  weaknefs,  diftrefs,  and  divided 
councils,  when  they  mould  fee  the  great  coun- 
cil of  [he  nation  alarmed  by  views  of  impend- 
ing ruin,  arifmg  from  the  unfuccefsful,  fatal 
lioftilities  of  an  unnatural  civil  war. 

Lord  Lyttleton  was  furprized  at  the 
timid  defpondent  tone  afiumed  by  lord  Chat- 
ham, in  relation  to  the  conduct  and  ultimate 
views  of  foreign  powers  ;  he  whofe  fire,  fpirit, 
and  zeal,  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his 
eountrv,  had  carried  terror  and  conqueft  anion  a* 
furrounding  nations ;  could  iuch  fentiments 
be  reconciled  to  his  former  conduct?  He  who, 
when  very  young,  infpired  himfelf  and  the  na- 
tion at  large  with  the  moft  exalted  and  heroic 
ideas  ;  called  on  the  people  to  aflert  their 
honour,  and  do  themfelves  juftice,  in  defiance 
of  the  coufpiracies  of  eveiy  power  in  Europe. 
And  how  Mas  the  ftate  of  America  calculated 
to  make   Great  Britain  defpair  of  conqueft? 

Anarchy 
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Anarchy  prevails;  horrible  aels  of  violence,  chap. 
treachery,  cruelty,  and  injuftice,  are  daily  com-  x^^. 
mitted  by  the  rebels  on  their  loyal  and  dutiful  1777* 
brethren,  merely  becaufe  they  would  not  join 
in  the  diabolical  fcheme  of  overthrowing  all 
jufl  and  legal  government ;  the  laws  trampled 
on,  the  courfe  of  juftiee  interrupted  or  anni- 
hilated, government  diflblved,  magiftrates  im- 
prifoned  or  banifhed,  the  faithful  and  obedient 
part  of  the  people  oppreffed,  defpoiled  of  their 
property,  fuffering  in  dungeons,  or  obliged  to 
fly  their  native  land.  To  the  horrors  of  war, 
the  rebels  had  added  the  brutality  of  favages, 
and  the  treachery  of  cowards.  Thefe  were  the 
perforis,  and  this  was  the  caufe,  fome  of  their 
lordmips  thought  lit  to  efpoufe  and  defend. 
The  opponents  of  administration  were  remind- 
ed of  their  predictions  reflecting  the  conduct 
of  France ;  and  their  repeated  affertions,  that 
America  had  never  thought  of  independence. 
Experience  had  verified  the  language  of  admi- 
niftration  on  both  points.  Lord  Chatham  had 
derided!  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  ideas,  as  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  France,  and  the  con- 
grefs  declaring  the  united  colonies  independent 
itates.  Other  noble  lords,  on  the  fame  fide, 
denied  the  leaft  probability  of  fuch  an  event, 
and  pledged  themfelves,  if  it  mould  ever  hap- 
pen, that  they  would  be  the  firft  and  molt 
zealous  in  endeavouring'  to  compel  them  to 
return  to  their  duty.  The  event  has  actually 
taken  place,  and  what  is  their  conduct?  In- 
ftead  of  recommending  vigorous  meafures ; 
inftead  of  fupporting  itrenuous  and  decifive 
exertions  of  our  whole  ftrcngtli,  we  are  told 
that  France  does  not  mean  to  interfere;  but 
left  fhe  mould,  it  is  now  propofed  to  offer  a 
treaty  with  declared  and  open  rebels.     Our 

rights 
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chap,   rights   are  to  be  abandoned  or  conceded,  left 
xxx.     Trance  mould  ^o  to  war  when  our  ftrerieth  and 
1777-      refourccs  are  weakened  and  exhaufted.     This 
bale  and  pufdlanimous  language,  is  not  worthy 
of  attention. 
Reiefted.        Tn  £  motion  was  negatived.1 
Debate-son      The   fupplies    and   taxes  did  not  pafs  the 
taxes ;  and    ]10ufe  of  commons  without  ilrenuous  and  ani- 
mated debates :  all  the  members  of  oppofition 
attended,  and  the  bargains  and  conduct  of  the 
inin iitcr    were    vehemently   arraigned.      The 
landgrave  of  IleiTe,  taking  advantage  of  the 
aeceiftfieS  of  Great  Britain,  had  revived,  with 
fuccefs,  dormant  and  groundlefs  claims  for  levy 
and  liofpital  monies  during  the  lait  war.     The 
miniitcr    was    reproached    with    improvidence 
and   profufion   in    his    contracts,   particularly 
withhaving  paid  for  putrid  pork,  and  damaged 
four,  a  higher  price  than  the  fame  articles  were 
worth  in  their  beftftate;  and  with  having  been 
fo  egregiouily  duped  in  a  contract  for  rum,  as 
to  pay  more  than  double  its  value, 
wh  April.       Lord  North,  while  daily  harafied by  thefe 
^rs       obieciions,  which  even  occafioned  a  deiertion 
ipe&ingtiie  of  fomc  of  his  moil  eonftant  fupporters ;  when 
arrears  of    the  nation  was  dcpreiTed  and  alarmed  by  intel- 
lift.  ligence  of  the  difailrous  events  attending  the 

clofe  of  the  campaign ;  when  he  had  not  yet 
intirclv  recovered  from  a  fevere  illnefs:  Mas 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  lioufe  a  demand  of 
the  greatcft  delicacy,  and  which  he  fbrefaw 
muft  introduce  the  moll  unpleafarit  difcuffions. 
The  increaling  load  of  debt  on  the  civil  lill, 
greatly  augmented  by  numerous  American 
refugees,  had  long  embarrafled  the  court ;  but 
the  circumllances  of  the  times  had  prevented 
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an  application  to  parliament.     The  poverty  of  chap. 
the  crown  was  now,  however,  become  fo  dif-    ffi^jj 
graceful  that  the  minifter  could  no  longer  de-      i777. 
dine  presenting  a  meilage,  informing  the  houfe 
that   tlie    arrears,    to    the    fifth    of    January, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,   and   appealing   to  their   loyalty  and 
affection  to   discharge  this  debt,  and,    at  the 
fame  time,  make  further  provifion  for  fupport- 
ing  the  dignity  of  the  crown. 

This  metfage  was  referred  to  a  committee  Debates  in 
of  fupply,   who   were  furnhhed  with   explana-  l^t™m' 
tory    papers.     A  long  debate  occurred,  on  a  i6-Lh  April, 
motion  by  lord  John  Cavendifh  to  difcharge 
the  order  of  refeience.      He  objected  to  the 
accounts  as  defective,  and  to  the  expenditure 
as  exceflive.   The  accounts,  he  laid,  came  unac- 
companied  by  any   voucher,  or  collateral  or 
explanatory  obfervation,  that  could  give  them 
an  air  of  authenticity.     The  ma  fabri- 

cating them,  and  of  ftating  the  excefs,  helped 
to  explain  each  other.  The  accounts  merely 
announced  the  difburfements,  without  informa- 
tion to  whom,  or  for  what  particular  feryice; 
the  excels  was  a  necelfary  confequence  of 
fuch  a  ftatement,  and  mewed  that,  itarojfe,  but 
not  why  it  mould  be  provided  for.  His  lord- 
fhip  attempted  to  prove,  by  arithmetical  efti- 
mates,  that  comparing  fixteen  years'  of  the 
prcfent,  with  the  fame  period  of  the  late  reign; 
or  taking  an  average  of  the  expenditure  of 
both  reigns,  making;  every  allowance  for  in- 
creafeof  family,  and  advanced  price  of  necef- 
faries,  the  fair  expenditure  of  his  majefty  ought 
to  be  lcls  by  fome  thoufand  poudds  a  year, 
than  that  of  his  predeceffor.  The  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown  formed  a  common  pretext 
for  fuch  applies      :   ajt  the  prefent;  arid  would 

of 
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chap,    of   courfe  pervade  the  miniiterial  language; 
xxx.      ]nit  if  the  mini  Iter  really  confulted  the  honour 

^177^  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  he  would  have  ap- 
plied to  parliament  earlier,  or  even  annually, 
as  the  debt  was  incurred.  The  houfe  might 
then  have  devifed  fome  mode  of  retrenching 
unneceffary  expences  ;  enquired  into  the  itate 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  revenue;  and,  on* 
difcoverimr  abufcs,  would  have  rectified  them, 
or  totally  removed  the  caufe.  Dangerous  con- 
sequences mult  arife  from  an  augmentation  of 
the  civil  lilt,  and  the  confequent  influence  of 
the  crown,  already  become  much  too  power- 
ful 

Similar  arguments  and  ftatements  were  ad- 
vanced by  other  members  of  oppofition,  with 
fitch  variations  as  marked  the  temper,  charac- 
ter, or  genius  of  each.  Wilkes  laid,  the  nation 
cheerfully  gave  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
tor  the  trapping*  of  royalty;  the  propofed  aug- 
mentation was  a  violation  of  public  faith ;  and  it 
was  cruel  to  fleece  the  people,  when  involved  in  a 
anoft  expenfive,  as  well  as  unnatural  and  ruinous 
civil  war,  and  hurthened  with  an  enormous  na- 
tional debt.  He  reviewed  the  expences  of  ail 
the  kings,  fince  the  revolution,  extolling  their 
magnificence,  compared  with  the  want  of  fplen- 
dourin  the  court  of  George  HI.  He  alluded 
to  his  own  fufferings,  by  mentioning  an  article 
in  the  account  of  fecret  fervices,  paid  in  1763 
to  Samuel  Martin,  efq.  and  faid  hewashimfelf 
plundered  in  one  year  of  a  thoufand  pounds  in 
two  fines.  He  defcarited  with  aiperity  on  the  lite- 
racy penfions  beftowed  on  two  Jacobite  doctors, 
Slfebbeare  and  Johnfoh  ;  on  Hume  for  attack- 
in"-,  and  on  Beattie  for  defending  the  Chriltiaii 
faith.  Thus  was  the  public  treafure  laviflied. 
He  fpoke    with  acrimonious  harilmefs  of  the 
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difagreements  in  the  royal  family,  contrafting  chap. 
the  kindnefs  of  Louis  XVI.  to  Monfieur  and   J^i> 
the  comte  d'Artois,   with  the  conduct  of  the     J777. 
king   towards  the  dukes    of  Gloucefter  and 
Cumberland;  and,  deriding  the  notion  of  con- 
fultingthe  dignity  of  the  diadem  and  greatnefs 
of  the    fovereign,    laid,  it   reminded  him   of 
the  obfervation  of  Philip  IV,  of  Spain,  when 
Louis  XIV.  was  taking  from  the  emperor  all  the 
towns  in  the   Netherlands,    "  Sa  grandeur  eft 
comme  celle  des  foiles,  a  proportion  des  terres, 
qu'on  leur  ote." 

Burke  afferted  that  nothing  but  a  confi- 
dence in  the  fervility  of  the  houfe,  and  a  know- 
ledge of  their  carelefsnefs,  could  make  the  mi- 
niftry  defperate  enough  to  allert  that  futticient 
proviiion  had  not  been  made  for  the  fplendor  of 
the  crown,  lie  objected  to  the  argument  drawn 
from  the  experience  of  the  whole  reign,  that 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  not  fuf- 
iieient  for  the  civil  lift  expences ;  becaufe,  if  ad- 
mitted, the  propriety  of  every  perfon's  practice 
would  be  judged  by  the  practice  itfelf ;  a  man"s 
extravagance  would  become  the  meafure  of  his 
fupply,  and  becaufe  he  had  actually  dilTipated  a 
large  revenue,  he  ought  to  be  furniihecl  with  a 
larger  revenue  to  difnpate.  This  would  eftablilh 
a  principle  of  public  profufion ;  would  even  make 
it  the  intereft  of  minifters  to  be  prodigal,  fince 
their  extravagance,  in  head  of  lelfening,  would 
be  the  certain  means  of  incrcaiing  their  eitate. 

Fox  decried  the  accounts  as  a  mere  detail  of 
arbitrary  funis,  perhaps  arbitrarily  fet  down. 
Such  an  account,  even  if  truly  dated,  was  of 
no  ufc,  unlefs  to  add  mockery  to  contempt, 
aud  blend  infult  with  deriiipn.  ' 

The  members  of  apportion  did  not  all  agree 
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CHAP,  in  lord  John  Caveudiih's  motion  :  Wilkes 
xxx.  propofed,  and  the  opinion  was  fanctioned  br- 
others, that  the  honfe  lhoukl  go  into  a  com- 
mittee,  with  inftruetions  to  confider  of  the  caiifes 
of  the  debts  due  on  account  of  the  civil  lift, 
and  likewife  what  further  provifion  might  be 
necetTary  to  fupport  the  fplendor  and  dignity 
of  the  crown. 

In  propofmg  an  aid  to  the  crown,  the  mini- 
fter  declared  himfelf  aware  that  he  would  be 
lefs  encased  in  reafonins,  than  in  diminiiliins: 
theforce  of  arguments  and  aifertions  calculated 
to  deprive  him  of  popularity,  which  was  to  be 
proportionately  gained  by  his  opponents.  He 
confefled  the  talk  difagrecable,  taking  it  in  the 
moft  favourable  light ;  and  when  he  laft  came 
on  a  fimilar  errand,  he  little  thought  it. 
would  have  fallen  to  his  lot  again  ;  for  feverai 
of  his  predeceiTors,  much  his  fuperiors  in  abili- 
ties, had  continued  but  a  very  fhort  time  in  ad- 
min iflration  :  but  at  length,  faid  his  lordiliip. 
fuch  is  the  ftability  of  government,  that  an  ad- 
miniftration  can  even  outlive  eight  years  ! 
During  the  laft  four  years,  he  faid,  the  expen- 
diture had  undergone  a  confiderable  decreafe, 
to  the  amount  of  nearly  a  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum.  In  thelaftyearit  had  mcreaf- 
ed,  on  account  of  numerous  American  refugees, 
driven  from  their  country  or  property  for  their 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  crown  and  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  and  left  deftitute  ofre- 
fource,  or  even  of  fullenance:  they  had  aug- 
mented the  civil  lilt  expences  he  believed  to 
the  amount  of  twenty-feven  thoufand  pounds. 
The  influence  of  the  crown  was  not  enlarged 
fince  the  king's  acceflion,  but  government; 
had  been  ftrengthened   by    the    wiiclom    and 
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rectitude   of  bis  majefty's   councils,    and   the  chap, 
efteem  and   confidence  of  his  fubje&s.     The  J^J 
obligations   were   mutual,    and  juitly   merit-      ,777. 
ed;  and  if  fuch  an  influence   really   exifted,  it 
would  not  be  employed  in  abridging  the  liber- 
ties of  the  fubje&s,  or  in  a&s  of  oppreflion  ;  but 
in  fecuring    and   augmenting  the  profperity, 
virtues,  and  happinefs  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Adam,  in  afpeech  of  confiderable abi- 
lity, mewed  the  meann  efs,  ignominy,  and  dif- 
grace  to  which  Charles  II.  had  been  obliged  to 
defcend,  from  all  which  he  might  have  been 
refcued' if  parliament  would  have  relaxed  their 
too  rigid  fyftem  of  parfimony.  The  accounts 
were  ftated  to  be  as  perfect  as  could  be  furninV 
ed,  and  to  afford  every  light  neceflary  for 
judging  of  the  fubjeet  :  in  former  reigns  fimilar 
requefts  had  been  granted  without  a  requifi- 
tion  of  accounts. 

The  motion  of  lord  John  Cavendifh  was  Supply 
reje&ed,k  and  the  committee  refolved  to  grant  sranted* 
the  required  fum  for  difcharging  arrears,  and  to^ 
add   to  the   civil   lift  one   hundred   thoufand 
pounds  per  annum. 

On  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  committee,  iSthApni, 
the  debate  was  returned  with  great  animation  ; 
but  no  novelty  in  argument  occurred,  nor  any 
remarkable  circumftance,  except  that  the  houfe 
was  thrown  ink)  a  temporary  eonfufion  by  tbe 
ribaldry  of  Sawbridge,  who  laid  the  deficiency 
might  be  accounted  for,  without  having  re- 
courle  to  the  increafed  price  of  the  neceifaries 
of  life.  The  civil  lift  had  been  employed  in 
corrupting  both  houfes  ;  it  had  been  fpent  in 
private  as  well  as  public  pen  (ions ;  in  iingl® 
bribes,  and  temporary  gratuities.    The  civil  lilt 
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had  been  drained  by  as  many  different  mean? 
as  want  fuggefted,  or  corruption  was  capable  of 
deviling  or  inventing^     Although  called  to  or- 
der,   he  refuted  to  retract  or  qualify   his   ex- 
preffions ;  but  added,  that  fome  of  the  very  debt 
which  the  minifter   applied   to  parliament  to 
difcharge,  was  fquandered  in  hiring  fpies  and  in- 
formers, to  ruin  and  diftrefs  innocent  men  ;  men 
in  every   light  as   loyal  to  the   king,   and  as 
faithful  to  their  country,  as  their  perfecutors 
would  perfuade  the  world  they  themfelves  were. 
Burke  interpofed,  and  by  a  happy  mixture  of 
argument  and    irony,  brought  the  houfe  to  a 
degree  of  forbearance  which  induced  them  to 
hearthele  abfurdities  unmoved.1 

The  houfe  directed  the  amount  of  arrears 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  linking  fund,  and  a  bill 
was  palled  compriiing  all  thefe  objects. 

The  king's  menage  was  difculfed  with  no 
fcffiS.  lefs  warmth  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  The  mar- 
quis of  Rockingham  recommended  an  amend- 
ment to  the  addrefs ;  which,  being  rejected, 
Avas  entered  on  the  journals  as  a  proteft,  and 
iigned  by  fourteen  peers. 

On  prefenting  the  bill  for  affent,  the  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  obferved  to  the  king, 
that  in  a  time  of  public  diftrefs,  full  of  diffi- 
culty and  danger,  their  conftituents  labouring 
under  burthens  almoft  too  heavy  to  be  borne, 
his  faithful  commons  poitponed  all  other  bu- 
finefs,  and,  with  as  much  difpatch  as  the  na- 
ture of  their  proceedings  would  admit,  had 
not  only  granted  a  large  prefent  iupply,  but 
alfo  a  very  great  additional  revenue;  great 
beyond  example;  great  beyond  his  majeffy's 


»ift  April. 


Debate 


7th  May. 
Speech  of 
Sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  on 
prefenting 
the  hill  to 
the  king. 


1  There  was  a  divifion  on  the  fecond  icfolutionj  the  numbers  231 
{0109. 
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higheft   expence.m     "  But   all   this,  Sir,  they  chap. 
k  have  done,   in  a  well  grounded  confidence,      xxx- 

"  that  you  will   apply  M'ifcly,  what  they  have      1777. 

"  granted  liberally  ;  and  feeling-,  what  every 
good  fubjecl;  muft  feel,  with  the  greateft 
Satisfaction,  that  under  the  direction  of  your 
majefty's  wifdom,  the  affluence  and  grandeur 
of  the  foverei^n  will  reflect  di^nitv  and 
honour  on  his  people/' 
For  this  fpeech  the  fpeaker   received   the  He  is 

thanks  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  was  de-  tjia"ke^by 

t.       1   .  .     L  -,  the houie. 

ijred  to  print  it. 

Int  the  courfe  of  the  late  debates,  many  al-  Debate  on 
luiions  had  been  made  to  the  itate  of  the  king's  thefubiea* 
brothers,  and  an  amendment  was  fuggeited  by  isth  April. 
Sir  James  Lowther,  by  which  part  of  the  fum 
granted  in  augmentation  of  the  civil  lift,  would 
be  applied  to  their  ufe :  this  propoial  was  over- 
ruled as  irregular,  but  after  the  act  was  palled, 
he  again  brought  it  forward.  The  debate  was  9^ May, 
not  interefting,  as  the  motion  was  oppofed 
chiefly  on  the  ground  of  its  being  indelicate 
to  interfere  in  the  tranfactions  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily, and  it  was  difpofed  of  by  the  previous 
queftion;"  but  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  Mr. 
Kigby  alluded  with  pointed  indignation  to  the 
observations  of  the  fpeaker,  who,  he  faid,  had 
grofsly  mifreprefented  the  lit  nation  of  the  coun- 
try, in  a  place,  and  in  the  pretence  of  thofe  where 
nothing  but  truth  mould  be  heard.  The  fenti- 
ments  attributed  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  were 
totally  foreign  from  their  thoughts ;  and,  he 
truited,  that  before  the  houfe  role,  it  would  be 
proved,  whether  they  coincided  with  the  chair  or 

m  Several   members  who  took,  notes   of  this  fpeech,   wrote  ivants 
inltead  of  expetuc. 

"  152  to  45. 
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chap,   with  him,  who  utterly  difclaimed  the  obferva- 
tions  delivered  by  the  fpeaker  in  their  name. 


i777-  Sir  Fletcher  No v ton  appealed  to  the 
houfe;  the  fpeech  and  vote  of  thanks  were 
read,  and  Fox  moved,  that  the  fpeaker  did  ex- 
prefs,  with  juft  and  proper  energy,  the  zeal  of 
the  houfe  for  the  fupport  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown,  in  circumftances  of  great 
public  charge.  In  introducing  the  motion  he 
obferved,  that  if  it  were  negatived,  the  fpeaker 
could  not  retain  the  chair  with  reputation  to 
himfelf,  or  be  further  ferviceable  in  his  ftation, 
after  being  publicly  deferted,  bullied,  and  dif- 
graced.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  himfelf  adopted 
this  opinion  ;  anuring  the  houfe  that  he  meant 
to  deliver  nothing  but  their  fentiments,  in 
which  he  thought  himfelf  juftined  by  the  time, 
the  occafion,  and  the  various  concurrent  cir- 
cumftances which  combined  to  flamp  his  ob- 
fervations  with  peculiar  propriety.  Con- 
ceiving, therefore,  that  he  difcharged  his  duty, 
and  that  the  houfe  had  fubfequently  fanctioned 
his  conduct  by  their  approbation,  he  could  not, 
if  the  prefent  motion  was  rejected,  remain  in  a 
fituation  where  he  could  be  no  longer  fervice- 
able. 
Thefpeak-  Althouch  the  attorney-general  fupported 
er'scon-  ]\fr  Rigby's  opinion,  the  profecution  of  the 
deciisveiy  queftion,  in  the  direction  it  muft  necelfariiy 
approved,  take,  was  not  dehrable  to  the  friends  of  ad- 
miniftration  ;  a  considerable  portion  of  dif- 
cuffion  was  employed  on  the  fuppofed  aiTertion, 
that  the  fupply  exceeded  the  king's  wants  , 
a  phrafe  which  the  fpeaker  difclaimed ;  Mr. 
ltigby,  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  fpoke  in  more 
moderate  terms,  claiming  a  right  to  utter  his 
own  fentiments  freely,  but  denying  any  inten- 
tion to  make  perfonal  reflections  on  the  chair. 
He  attempted  a  compromife  by  means  of  an 

adjourn- 
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adjournment,  but  this  he  afterwards  withdrew :  chap. 
Fox's   motion  was  carried,   and   followed    by     xxx. 
one  from  fcrjeant  Adair,   renewing  the  thanks      1777. 
ofthehoufe  to  their  chief  officer. 

Among  the  other  tranfaetions  of  the  felTion,  *8th  April. 
were  a  grant  of  three  thoufand  pounds  to  the  ^Jj^ 
Britifh   Muleum,  and  an  acl,  which  will  ever  una. 
redound  to  the  credit  of  the  folicitor-general,  A'inui,y 
for  retraining,  and  fubjecting  to  feveral  im- 
portant regulations,  all  grants  of  annuities. 

In  brefenting  the  bills  to  the  kins;,  at  6th  June, 
the  clofe  of  the  feilion,  the  fpeaker  again  ad-  ty  °f^on 
dreffed  his  majefty,  dating  the  hope  of  the  houfe, 
that  fpeedy  means  Mould  be  found  to  ftop  the 
ravages  of  war,  which  would  otherwise  be  at- 
tended with  confequences  ruinous  to  the  prof- 
perity,  perhaps  dangerous  to  the  fafety  of  the 
country. 

The  king  expreffed  his  approbation  of  the  King's 
conduct  of  parliament,  and  thanked  them  for  fpeeck. 
the  unqueftionable  proofs  of  the  continued 
attachment  to  his  perfon  and  government, 
their  clear  dileernment  of  the  true  interefts  of 
the  country,  and  fteady  perfeverance  in  main- 
taining the  rights  of  the  legiflature.  lie  tinned 
in  Divine  Providence,  that,  by  a  well  concerted 
and  vigorous  exertion  of  the  great  force  put 
into  his  hands,  the  operations  of  the  campaign 
would  be  blelled  with  fueh  fuccefs,  as  might 
moft  effectually  tend  to  the  fuppreihon  of  re- 
bellion, and  re-eftabliihment  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  obedience,  which  all  the  fuhjecls  of  a 
free  it  ate  owe  to  the  authority  of  law. 

No    effort  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  state  of 
public,  or   procure  an   indication  of  popular  th? 5ubll< 
fentiment,   on  the  luhjects  which  engaged  the 
attention   of  the  legiflature,   merits  particular 
attention  :   all  eves  i'cemed  fixed  on  the  centre, 
to   which   the  great  exertions  of  government 

i  1  4  were 
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chap,   were  d heeled  :    with  an  anxiety  proportioned 
xxx.     f0  t]ie  magnitude  of  the  conteft,  the  nation 
mi.     furveyed  the    employment   of  thofe   prepara- 
tions which  the  miniftry  had  demanded  with  a 
confidence   of  ultimate  fuccefs,   and  the  par- 
liament had  granted  with  the  cheerfulnefs  of 
well  founded  hope. 
State  and        IN  fanguinely  predicting  the  interference  of 
foreign       foreign  powers  in  the  difpute,  the  members  of 
powers       oppofition  uttered  fuppolitions   well    founded 
toEn^fieft  *n  tneoryj   anc^  ftrongly  fupported  by  circum- 
land.t'        ftances,   though  premature.     France,  towards 
which    thefe     fuggeftions     moft    particularly 
pointed,  gave  fufheient  indications  of  a  wiih 
to  afiift  the  revolted  colonies,  though  her  lan- 
guage was  itill  pacific,   and  confidential,  and 
her  conduct,  fo  far  as  it  could  be  referred  to 
the  teft  of  public  acts,  unexceptionable.. 

Soon  after  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
<lenc}T,  congrefs  had  difpatched  Silas  Dean,  and 
fubfequently  Dr.  Franklin,  to  Paris,  for  the 
purpofe  of  negotiating  for  the  afriftance  of 
France ;  they  were  not  received  in  a  public 
character,  but  permitted  to  refide  in  the  capi- 
tal; and  as  it  Avas  the  prevailing  French  fafhion 
to  patronize  the  American  revolt,  they  were 
introduced  to,  and  courted  by  people  of  the 
firft  rank.  The  queen  of  France,  at  the  head 
of  an  active  and  numerous  party,  anxioufly 
awaited  the  moment  for  commencing  hoftili- 
ties  ;  but  her  influence  was  not  fufheient  to 
remove  the  minifters,  who  feeling  the  true  inte-r 
reft  of  the  country,  were  unwilling,  by  engag- 
ing in  war,  to  preclude  the  advantages  which 
might  be  derived  from  neutrality.  Some  mem- 
bers  of  adminiftration  did  not  adopt  the  fame 
views,  but  through  ambition  of  directing  the 
openuions  of  a  war,  or  defire  of  giving  effect  to 

-  fpme 
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fome  untried  projects  of  finance,  countenanced  chap 
as  much  as  poilible  the  riling  fpirit  of  partia-  3SL< 
lity  to  America.  1777. 

The  kino-  of  Pruffia,  facrificing  every  con- 
fideration  of  found  policy,  and  fuppreffing  every 
emotion  of  gratitude,  loudly  declared  himfelf 
the  champion  of  America.  He  was  ambitious 
to  become  the  director  of  the  French  councils, 
and  give  energy  to  every  hoftile  attempt  againft 
England.  Thofe  among  the  French  miniftry 
who  entered  into  thefe  views,  were  anxious  to 
ftrengthen  the  alliance  with  Pruffia,  and  weaken 
the  effect,  of  the  royal  marriage  into  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  as  they  forefaw  the  impoffibility  of 
engaging  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  in  projects  nof- 
tile  to  England.  The  partiality  for  this -con- 
nection was  daily  growing  weaker  in  both  coun- 
tries. The  queen  of  France  was  foiled  in  her 
iirft  attempt,  that  of  replacing  Choifeul  in  ad- 
mini  ftration  ;  a  meafure  which  would  have  led 
directly  to  a  ltrong  union  againft  Pruffia,  and 
formidable  to  England,  Holland,  and  Ruffia. 
The  connection  with  Pruffia  was  now  therefore 
purfued  with  eagernefs,  and  without  fear,  from 
the  certainty,  that  during  the  life  of  theemprefs 
queen,  at  leaft,  no  hoitilitv  would  be  fouarht  bv 
Auftria  with  France.  Maria  Therefa,  weary  of 
war,  had  an  infurmountable  repugnance  to  all 
meafures  which  could  tend  to  the  infraction  of 
peace;  and  her  ftrong  maternal  feelings,  ren- 
dered her  peculiarly  averfe  to  hoftilities  with 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  into  which  live  of  her 
children  were  intermarried. 

Thus,  under  an  enforced  neceflity  of  main- 
taining pacific  appca;  3,  while  the  majority 
of  the  nation  were  eager  for  hoftile  meafure-, 
the  conduct  of  France  Mas  replete  with  incon- 
fiftencies :  many  ads,   both  in  that  kingdom 

and 
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chap,  and  the  transatlantic  colonies,  afforded  reason- 
able grounds  of  offence,  while  on  every  com- 
plaint, the  government  evinced  a  ferious  defire 
to  allay  the  jealoufies,  and  conciliate  the  good- 
will of  Great  Britain.  The  American  priva- 
teers found  a  ready  fale  for  their  captures  in 
the  French  ports,  as  well  in  Europe,  as  in  the 
Weft  In  (lies.  In  France,  fome  difguife  and 
reftraint  were  rcquifite,  though  no  effectual 
impediment  was  inforced,  but  the  people  in  the 
I  Hands  permitted  private  tales,  and  fitted  out 
privateers  under  American  colours,  and  with 
American  conuniffions,  for  the  purpofe  of  com- 
mitting depredations  on  Britifli  property.  An 
agent  of  congrels,  openly  eftabliilied  at  Mar- 
tinico,  not  only  facilitated  thefe  illicit  proceed- 
ings, but  laid  the  grounds  for  quarrels  between 
the  French  aud  Englim  merchants.  The  Ame- 
rican privateers,  increahng  in  audacity,  infefted 
the  channel,  intuited  the  coaffc  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  began  to  be  received  and 
fainted  in  the  ports  of  France.0 

One  of  the  effects  of  fafhion  in  the  confl- 
agration of  the  American  conteft,  was  the  rage 
of  adventuring,  with  which  it  infpired  manv 
of  the  voung  nobilitv  of  France.  Amons:  the 
molt  confpicuous  of  thefe  inftanccs  was,  that 
of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette:  he  was  nephew 
to  M.  de  Noailles,  the  French  embaliador  in 
London;  had  for  fome  time  reiided  with  his 
uncle,  and  having  availed  himfelf  of  a  familiar 
int(  rcourfe  with  ibme  of  the  fervants  of  govern- 
ment,  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  intended 
plan  of  operations  for  the  enfuing  campaign, 
fuddeuly  withdrew  to  France,  purchafed  a 
yacht,  and  on  pretence  of  a  voyage  to  Italy, 

•  See  Rum  fry,  vol.  ii.  p.  23.  and  all  the  hiftories. 
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failed  to  America,  and  joined  the  army  under  chap. 
Walhington.p  But  whatever  might  be  the  ar-  £2L> 
guments  or  temptations  which  induced  French  i777. 
officers  to  engage  in  theie  Speculations,  they 
muft  liave  been  confiderably  mortified  with 
their  reception  in  the  American  army.  They 
expected  rank  equivalent  to  that  which  they 
had  held  in  the  fervice  of  the  French  king, 
and  congrefs  inadvertently  decreed  that  ar- 
rangement ;  but  Washington  foon  demon  fixated, 
that  it  could  not  take  effect  without  idifplacing 
and  difffufting  all  native  officers.  The  French 
adventurers  did  not  know  the  language,  and 
were  impatient  at  the  manners  of  their  new  af- 
fociates  ;  the  Americans  viewed  them  with 
jealoufy  and  difaffecfion ;  many  returned  difap- 
pointed  to  their  native  land,  and  even  la 
Fayette  was  in  danger  of  experiencing  the 
fame  fate. q 

iFthefe  circumftanccs,  feparately  confidcred, 
were  calculated  to  give  uneafinefs  to  the 
Britifli  government,  the  public  conduct  of 
France  was  always  conciliatory,  often  humble. 
The  miniftry  explained  frankly  the  caufe  of 
large  armaments  then  making  in  their  ports, 
and  gave  afiuranees  that  thev  were  only  in 
purfuance  of  the  family  compact,  for  the  affift- 
ance  of  Spain,  who  was  involved  in  difputes 
with  Portugal.  The  whole  correfpondence  on 
this  fubjeet  difplays  a  difpofition  in  France  to 
avoid  all  occasions  of  offence,  and  fomewhatof 
alarm  left  Great  Britain,  by  affifting  Portugal, 
ihould  render  hofiilities  inevitable. 

P  Hiftory  of  lord  North';  adminiftiation,  p.  277.  La  Fayette 
was  not  yet  twenty,  when  lit  commenced  his  career  with  this  acl  of 
treachery. 

1  See  Wafhington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  107.  11 6.  and  for  other  (late- 
ments  relative  to  the  French  officer?,  the  tame  vol.  p.  1  3.  z6.  3s.  53> 
54.  57.  69.  70.  75.  84.  and  89. 
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chap.  Ox  a  forcible  remonftrance  from  lord  Stor- 
xxx.  niont.  the  Britiih  embalTador,  an  order  was  if- 
*777.  fued,  requiring  all  American  veffels  to  quit  the 
ports  of  France.  This  injunction,  it  is  true. 
was  frequently  evaded/  nor  was  it  perhaps  ever 
expected  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  but  the  public 
difavowal  of  the  American  caufe  was  a  fatis- 
faCiory  conceilion,  and  tended  to  remove  the 
fears  of  immediate  aggreflion,  though  prudence 
forbad  a  too  confident  fecurity.    • 

In  like  manner  the  conduct  of  la  Fayette 
was  in  public  difavowed,  and  the  court  affected 
great  difpleafure  ;s  it  was  not  neceifary,  nor  in- 
deed becoming,  to  inveitisjate  ftrictlv  the  fmce- 
rity  of  thefe  appearances:  the  puniihmentor 
dilgrace  of  an  individual  could  not  be  import- 
ant in  a  national  conteft,  and  it  might  be  eafily 
comprehended,  thatperfonal  coniiderations  and 
family  connections  would  prefer ve  an  individual 
of  his  rank  and  fortune  from  open  dilgrace, 
even  if  the  court  really  felt  indignant  at  his 
proceedings. 

On  the  whole,  making  every  allowance  for 
the  intriguing  difpofition.'of  France;  for  her 
rivalfhip  with  Great  Britain,  and  her  defire  to 
humble  foprofperoiis  a  rival,  it  might  be  con- 
jectured that  the  would  fee  her  own  intereft  in 
avoiding  a  Mar,  which  Great  Britain  would 
certainly  not  court.  The  government  of  France 
was  far  from  fettled  ;  the  diforders  of  the  late 
reign  required  a  long  interval  to  repair  their 
effects  on  the  finances  ;  the  king's  darling  pro- 
ject of  forming  a  refpectable  naval  force  would 
be  delayed  if  not  fi  nitrated,  and  all  his  benevo- 
lent projects  of  economy  would  be  fuperfeded. 


r  Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  p.  24. 

s  Gibbon's  Pofihumous  Works,  vol.  i.  p,  515. 
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Penetrating  politicians  thought  Louis  had,  by  chap, 
the  recal  of  the  ancient  parliaments,  purchafed    ^^ 
popularity  at  too  high  a  rate  ;  and  it  required      1777. 
ftill  lefs  difcernment  to  perceive  that  the  fup- 
preffion   of  the    Moufqiietaires  dimirrimed  not 
only  the  fplendor,  but  the  real  ftrength  of  the 
throne. 

x\  cordial  attachment  to  the  interefts  and 
welfare  of  Great  Britain  could  not  be  expected 
from  France  ;  but  the  molt  fagacioiis  obfervers 
were  of  opinion,  that  France  was  fin  cere  in  her 
deiire  to   avoid   a  general  quarrel  with  Great 
Britain,  though  this  difpofition  was  attributed 
rather  to  a  want  of  union  and  enterprize  among 
the  principal  people,  than  to  any  well  combined 
fyftem    of  pacific   politics.  l     It  was   alfo  the 
judgment  of  a  profound  obferver,   who  was  at 
this  period  in  Paris,   in   the  centre  of  informa- 
tion, with  the  bell  means  of  acquiring,  and  the 
greateft   facilities   of  communicating  it,    that, 
there  was  no  room  for  apprehending  a  war  with 
France.  "  It  is  much  more  pleafant.  as  well  as 
,:  profitable,"  this  elegant  author  obferves,  "to 
"  view  in  fafety   the   raging    of  the  tempeft, 
"  occafionally  to  pick  up  ibme  pieces   of  the 
"  wreck,  and  to  improve  their  trade,  their  agri- 
"  culture,  and  their  finances,   while  the   two 
u  countries  are  lento  collifil  duello.     Far  from 
i:  taking  any  i'tcp  to  put  a  fpeedy   end   to  this 
c:  aftoniihing  difpute,  I  ihould  not  be  unprized 
"  if  next  fnmmer   tliey  were     to     lend   their 
"  cordial  amftance  to  England,  as  to  the  weaker 
"  party."" 

'  This  was  the  obfervation  of  prince  Kaunitz,  the  imperial  prime 
minifter,  to  Sir  Robert   Murray  Keith,   the    British   ambaflador    it 
Vienna  :  the  important  correfpondence  from  which  it  is  taken,  lias 
alio  fnrnilhed  many  other  fails  and  obfervation 
•f  foreign  affairs. 

u  Gibbon's  Pofih'.'mouJ  Woiks,  vol   i.  p,  j»fi. 
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CHAPTER    THE    THIRTY-FIRST: 

1776—1777- 

E£tenjwe  powers  granted  to  W a  filing  ton. — • 
American  oath  of  allegiance. — Wajhingtorts 
proclamation. — State  of  his  army,  — Sup- 
plies from  France. — Expeditions — to  Peek's 
Kill —  Daubury — and  other  places.  —  Ame- 
rican expedition  to  Sagg's  Harbour.  — - 
Movement  of  Wajhington. — Of  the  Britijh 
army. — Home  makes  a  feigned  retreat. — 
Action  near  Quibble  Town. — Howe  evacuates 
the  Jerfeys. — Capture  of  general  Prefcott. 

—  The  Brit  if i  army  embarks  for  the  Dela- 
ware —  Lands  at  the  head  of  Elk. — Howe's 
proclamation.  —  Battle  of  Brandy  wine.  — 
Surprize  of  general  Wayne.  —  Capture  of 
Philadelphia. — Strong  defence  of  the  Dela- 
ware.— Billing/port  taken. —  Action  at  Ger- 
man Town. — Attack  on  Red  Bank. — Lofs 
of  the  Augufta  and  Merlin. — The  enemy's 

forts  at  length  taken. — IVaJhington  encamps 
at  White  Marfh.  —  Huts  his  army  at  Valley 
Forge.  —  Sir  William  Howe  fixes  in  winter 
-  quarters.- — Campaign  of  the  northern  army. 
— Obfervations  on  the  employment  of favages. 
— Burgoyne  arrives  at  Crown  Point. — War 

feaft.  —  Speech  and  proclamation.  —  Crown 
Point  and  Ticonderoga  taken. — Purfuit  of 
the  enemy.  —  Delays  and  difficulties  of  Bur- 
goyne's  army.  —  Proclamation  by  Burgoyne 
and  Schuyler.  —  Siege  of  Stanxvix —  raifed. 

—  Expedition  to  Bennington. — Defeat  of 
colonel  Baum  —  and    Breymann.  —  Gates 
commands  the  Americans.  —  Burgoyne  ad- 
vances to  Saratoga.  —  Battle  of  St il heater. 

—  The 
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-—The  Americans  defiroy  the  tranfports.  — 
Increajhig  difficulties  of  Burgoyne.  —  His 
lines  attacked — he  falls  bach  to  Saratoga — 
and  furrenders  by  convention.  —  Proceed- 
tags  of  Sir  Henri/  Clinton.  —  Takes  fo)-ts 
Clinton  Montgomery.  —  The  Americans 

burn  their  feet.  —  Burning  of  Ffopus.  — 
Examination  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  con- 
duct with  refpect  to  a  co-operation  with  Bur- 
goyne. 

*  mong  all  the  difficulties   encountered    by   CHAP. 
*%•    Waihington,    none    feema   to  have   em-    ^^ 
banalied  him  more  than  the  reitricled  ftate  of     J776. 
his  authority  :  congreis,   vigilant  and  jealous, 
as  well  from  the  peculiarities  of  their  iituation,  granted  to 
as  from  the  habits  of  the  members,  -vvereaverfe  Waflung- 
to  grant  luch  powers,   as  would  enable  their 
general   to  aft  with  promptitude,  vigour,  and 
effect     Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1776,  *o*De&. 
when   the  affairs   of  the  ftates   were  verging: 
towards  their  moft  dangerous  crins,  lie  urgently 
demanded  authority  to  act  without  their  im- 
mediate inftructions,  as  the  only  means  of  avoid- 
ing ruinous  delays.     In  making  this  demand, 
he  found  it  neceffarv  to  conciliate  efteem,  and 
foften  prejudice,  by  a  vindication  of  his  own, 
perfonal  character,  and  explanation  of  his  con- 
duel  and  views.     "  I  can  with  truth  declare," 
he  obferved,  "  that  I  have  no  luft  after  power, 
"  but  wifh,  with  as  much  fervency  as  any  man 
"  upon  this   wide  extended  continent,   for  an 
"  opportunity    of   turning  the  fword  into  a 
"  plough-fhare.     But  rny  feelings,  as  an  officer 
"  and  a  man,  have  been  fuch  as  to  force  me  to 
<c  fay,  that  no  perfon  ever  had  a  greater  choice 
u  of  difficulties  to  contend  with  than  I  have. 
'•'  It  may  be  thought,"  he  added,  "  that  I   go 

"  out 
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CHAP. 
XXXI. 


tt 


1776. 


27th  Dec. 


He  recom- 
mends an 
oath  of  al- 
legiance. 
5th  Feb. 
1777. 


cc 


(t 


a 


t. 


out  of  the  line  of  my  duty  to  aclvife  thus 
freely  :  a  character  to  lofe  ;  an  eftate  to  for- 
feit ;  the  ineftimable  blefiings  of  liberty  at 
ftake  ;  and  a  life  devoted  ;  muft  be  rav  ex- 
cufe!"a  Congrefs,  at  length,  when  they 
had  removed  to  Baltimore,  invefted  him  with 
powers  more  ample,  than  in  his  moft  ianguine 
moments  he  had  prefumed  to  wif]).b 

As  foon  as  fuccefs  o<ave  to  Wamincton  the 
flighteft  hope  of  re-eftabli thing  the  almoft  ruin- 
ed caufe  of  independence,  he  remonftrated  with 
congrefs  on  the  inattention  by  which  they  had 
loir,  a  considerable  cement  to  their  own  force, 
and  afforded  an  opportunity  of  tendering  the 
firft  oath  of  allegiance  on  behalf  of  the  kins*. 
Many  confcientious  people  were  loft  to  the 
intereft  of  congrefs  for  want  of  this  neceffary 
tie.  Thev  did  not  confider  the  alfociation 
equally  obligatory  ;  but  would  have  fubmitted 
to  any  penalty  rather  than  take  the  oath   of 

a  Washington's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  349.  351. 

b  This  refolve  is  in  thefe  words  : 

"  That  general  Wafhington  /hall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  vefted 
"  with  full,  ample,  amd  compiete  powers,  to  raife  and  collect 
"  together,  in  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  manner,  from  any  or 
*'  all  of  thefe  united  ftates,  fixteen  battalions  of  infantry,  in  ad- 
"  dition  to  thofe  already  voted  by  congrefs  ;  to  appoint  officers 
"  for  the  faid  battalions  of  infantry  ;  to  raife,  officer,  and  equip 
"  3, coo  light  horfe,  three  regiments  of  artillery,  and  a  corps  of 
<c  engineers,  and  to  eftablifh  their  pay  ;  to  apply  to  any  of  the  ftates 
<(  f«r  (uchaid  of  the  militia  as  he  (hall  judge  neceflary;  to  form  inch 
**  magazines  of  provifions,  and  in  fuch  places  as  he  mail  think 
«c  proper;  to  dil'place  and  appoint  all  officers  under  the  rank  of 
"  brigadier-general ;  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  every  other  depart- 
"  ment  in  the  American  armies;  to  take,  wherever  he  may  be, 
'*  whatever  he  may  want  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  if  the  inhabitants 
**  will  not  fell  it,  allowing  a  reasonable  price  for  the  lame ;  to 
'*  arrtft  and  confine  peribns  who  refufe  to  take  the  continental 
•'  currency,  or  are  otherwife  difaffecled  to  the  American  caufe; 
"  and  return  to  the  ftates  of  which  they  are  citizens,  their  names, 
"  and  the  nature  of  their  offences,  together  with  the  witnefles  to 
"  prove  them  :  that  the  foregoing  powers  be  vefted  in  general  Waili- 
"  ington,  for  and  during  the  term  of  fix  months,  from  the  date 
**  hereof,  unkis  looner  deteimined  by  congrefs." 

allegiance 
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allegiance  to  the  king,  had  they  been  previoufly  chap. 
bound  in  the  fame  manner  to  cono-refs.     He     XXXI- 
theretbre   ftrongly    recommended  that   every     1777- 
(late  fliould  eitabliih  fome  oath  or  affirmation 
of  allegiance,   to  be  tendered  to  all  the  inha- 
bitants ;  and  that  thofe  who  refilled  it,  ihould 
be  outlawed.0 

In  conformity  to  thefc  principles,  he  ifYued  a  h;s pro- 
proclamation,  commanding"  and  requiring  thofe  clainatlon♦ 
M'ho,    intimidated  by  threats,   or  deluded   by 
promifcs,  had  figned  a  declaration  of  fidelitv. 
taken  oaths  of  fealty,  and  engaged  not  to  bear 
arms  againit  the  king,  to  deliver  up  their  cer- 
tificates at  head  quarters,  or  at  the  quarters  of 
the  neareft  general,  and  take  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  United  States  of  America. d  Licenq 
was,  however,    given  to  fueh   as  preferred  the 
intereft  and   protection   of   Great   Britain,   to 
withdraw  with  their  families  within  the  Britiih 
lines.6     The  effe&s  of  this  proclamation  were 
initantaneous  and   extenfive :    the  inhabitant? 
of  the   Jerfevs   renounced    the   royal  caufe  ; 
feveral,  in  revenge,  joined  Washington,  whilft 
others  rendered  equal  fervice  by  fupplying  pro- 
vilions  and  fuel,  and  conveying:  intelligence. 

NOTW  IT!!  STANDING  Ae    advantages,    State  of  Hi 

the  American  levies  proceeded  with  difcourao--  zm?' 
ing  tardinefs  ;  but  Washington  achieved  as 
much  as  art  and  activity  could  eflecr,  for  the 
fecurity  and  accommodation  of  a  fmall  force. 
He  did  not  defert  his  tried  maxim,  of  prefer- 
ring thefpade  and  pick-axe  to  military  weapons ; 

e  Wafhington's  Li'.teis,  vol.  ii.  p.  25. 

A  An  0.1th  had  already  been  prefcribed  srftOclobcr  T776,  for  all 
perfens  holding  commiluon  ces  under  congrefs,  by  which  they 

renounced  allegiance  to  the  king,   and  (jwore  fealty  tu  the  United 
!  :r>.     S.-e  Aunual  Reg: Iter,  1777.   p.  297, 

e  Ibid. 

vol.   ir.  x  s  and, 
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cha  p.  and,  in  the  courfc  of  the  winter,  extended  his 
xxx*.     pofition  from  Morriftown  to  Woodbridge,  dif- 
7^7.      tant  only  three  miles  from  the  Britim   quar- 
ters at  Amboy,  adding  to  the  ftrength  and  com- 
forts  of  his  fituation  by  erecting  forts,  mills, 
and  magazines,   and    harafiing  and    infultmg 
the  Britilli  by  fkirmifhing  with  their  out-pofts, 
and  cutting  off  their  fupplies ;  all  which  was 
efreeled  by  a  feeble  and  fickly  army,  not  ex- 
ceeding four  thoufand. f 
Corps  of        rYliE  nep-lio-ence  of  Sir  William  Howe, g  who, 
vincials       while  he  commanded  fo  fine  and  numerous  an. 
railed.        army,    quietly  fubmitted  to  thefe  indignities, 
has  fubjecled  him  toanimadverfions  and  impu- 
tations which  he  vainly  endeavoured  to  repel. 
But  if  his  inaction  was  difgraceful,  the  period 
was  not  wholly  unprofitable ;.  as  during  that 
tune  Mr.  Tryon,  governor  of  New  York,  was 
afliduoufly  and    advantageouily   employed    in 
railing  corps  of  loyal  provincials,  among  whom 
he  received  the  rank  of  major-general.     Thefe 
troops  were  not,  it  is  true,  experienced  or  well 
difciplined;  but  they  were,  even  in  thefe  re- 
fpcets,  on   a  level   with  thole  raifed  for  Wafli- 
ington,  and  the  levies  had  the  additional  effect 
of  creatine*  alarm,   and  obliging"   congrefs  to 
have  recourfe  to  fevere  meafures.     The  dreads 
felt  by  that  body,  and  the  orders  they  iifued 
refpeeung  the  royalifts  in  Somerfet,  Worceitcr, 
Maryland,  New  England,  and  New  York,  form, 
in   fa6t,  a  fevere  cenfure  on  the   conduct  of 
Howe  ;  for  had  he  effected  any  capital  ftroke, 
or  even  continually  harafled  and  alarmed  the 

f  Washington's  Letrcrs,  vol.  ii.  p.  31.  dated  20th  Feb.  1777. 

t  The  knighthood  of  the  Bath  was  conferred  on  this  general  the- 
1 3th  of  October  1776:  two  other  ribbands  of  the  fame  order  were 
meritorioufly  bellowed  on  general  (Sir  Guy)  Carleton,  6th  July  1776, 
and  general  (Sir  Henry)  Clinton,  20th  April  1777. 

7  enemy 
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enemy  "by  repeated  aflaults,  while  they  were  chap.- 
deficient  in  ammunition  and  recruits,  the  danger   ^-O. 
and  inconvenience  of  the  fervice  would,  in  all     l777' 
probability,    have  prevented  the   acceffion  of 
numbers,  and  caufed  a  general  defection  of  the 
American  army  ;  while  the  people  in  the  pro- 
vinces, would  ha-  -ted  themfelves  in  giving 
preponderance  to  the  Britilh  caufe,  as  the  means 
of  reftoring  tranquillity,  which  they,  above  all 
things,  deli  red.     Early  in  the  fpring,  the  hopes  TheAme- 
Of  the  America^ is  were  re-animated  by  the  re-  J"1"?!,1""?" 
ceipt  of  more  than  twenty  thouiand  irand  of  arms  from 
arms,  and   a  thofifand  barrels  of  gunpowder,  France- 
from  France. 

The  manor  of  Courland,  the  mod  moun*  23d Mar. 
tainous  and  inaccefrible  part  of  the   tracl  oc-  ?xPedjr. 
cupiedby  VVafliington,  was  converted  into  a  kind  Englift. 
of  citadel,  where  large  quantities  of  provisions, 
forage,  and  ftorcs  were  depofited;    and  about  To  Peek's 
fifty  miles  from  New  York,  up  the  North  river,  Kl11- 
Peek's  Kill  ferved  as  a  port  to  Courland  manor, 
by  which  ftores  and  provifions  were  received 
and  conveyed  to  the  army,  or  to  the  interior. 
A  detachment   of  five   hundred    men,    under 
colonel    Bird,    embarked    in    two    tranfports 
at  New  York,  to  take  poffeffion  of  this  place. 
On  their  approach  the  Americans,  upwards  of 
{even   hundred,    retreated    with  precipitation, 
burning  the   barracks  and  ftore-horufes*.     This1 
lofs   was   incurred   through    a  negligence   of 
Wafhington's    injunction,    not   to  accumulate 
ftores  in  pofitions  near  to,   or  eafily  accefiible 
from  the  water. 

Another  expedition  from  New  York,  con-  *srt>Ap 
fining  of  two  thoufand  men,    under   the  com- 
mand of  general  Tryon,    affifted   by  gem 
Agncw  and  Sir  William  l&rfkine,  was  difpatched 
to  feize  01  deftroy  fto         ollefted  at  Danbifry; 

k  s  .  They 
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chap.  They  landed  two  hours  before  midnight,  and 
xxxi.     ieached  their  place  of  destination  at  day- break. 
1777.      The  enemy,  taken  unawares,  and  unprepared  for 
z6th.  Apr.  refinance,  evacuated  the  town  without  oppofi- 
tion,  and  the  Britifh  fet  fire  to  the  {lores ;  the 
conflagration  of  which  was  not  completed  till 
27th.         the  eniuing  morning. h     During  this  interval, 
the  Americans  had  collected  a  force  from  various 
quarters,  and,  under  the  command  of  general 
Arnold,   intrenched  themfelves  at  the  town  of 
Ridgefield,  to  oppofe  the  Britiih  force  in  their 
treat    Though  this  reiiflanee  was  unexpected, 
the   entrenchments   were   carried   with    great 
fpirit;  Arnold's  horie  was  ihot  under  him,  and, 
le    extricating  himfelf,    he    was  attacked 
■     v.  ed  bayonet  by  a  foldier,  whom  he  dif- 

pafched   with  a  piftol.      The  Englifli   troops 
formed  in  an  oblong  fquare,  and  reited  on  their 
arn 
a**.  The  enemy,  coniiderably  reinforced  during 

the   night,   afiaiied  them  in   the    morning  in 
ev  irecrioii;  from  houfes  and  walls,  and  took 

offeifion  of  a  ftone  bridge,  and  the  ground 
nmanding  a  pafs  beyond  it,  where,  witli  the 
advantage  of  fome  field  artillery,  they  prefented 
a  formidable  front.  The  Englifli  were,  how- 
ever, enabled  to  avoid  this  pafs,  by  fording  the 
river  three  miles  further  up,  but  fkirmifhes  were 
continued  till  they  arrived  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  ihipping.  The  detachment  was  now  al- 
moft  exhaufted  with  fatigue ;  three  days  and 
nights  had  paiild  without  repofe,  and  feveral, 
unable  to  profecute  their  march,  had  dropped 

b  The  efFefts  deftroved  were  1600  barrels  of  pork  and  beef,  600 
barrels  of  flour,  upwards  of  2000  barrels  of  wheat,  rye,  and  Indian 
com,  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  military  cloathir.g,  and  ^occ? 
tents  ;  a  lots  which,  from  their  fcarcity,  was  feverely  felt  by  the 
Americans.  In  their  return,  the  troops  deltroyed  about  70  barrels  of 
Mour,  and  uz  hogiheads  of  rum. 

Oil 
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on  the  road,  when  the  Americans  were  feen  in    chap. 
two  diftinct  bodies,  polled  to   oppofe  their  re-    35£ 
embarkation.     General  Erfkine,  at  the  head  of     s?.77- 
four  hundred  men,  feleeled  from  this  enfeebled 
troop,  attacked  and  put  to  flight,    with  consi- 
derable daughter,  the  oppofmg  columns,  whole 
panic  prevented  their  rallying,  and  uiing  their 
means    of  annoyance   during   the   remaining 
march  and  embarkation. 

This  expedition  refembles,  in  many  parti- 
culars, the  affair  of  Lexington  :  the  fuccefs  with 
which  it  was  attended,  did  not  compenfate  for 
two  hundred  men  and  ten  officers,  killed  and 
wounded.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy  was  much 
more  considerable  ;  and  general  Woofter,  a 
veteran,  who,  at  the  age  of  feventy,  exerted 
himfelf  with  a  degree  of  fpirit  and  alacrity 
more  confiften.t  with  the  meridian  of  youth, 
was  numbered  among  the  (lain. 

Several  other  (light  enterprizes  took  place,   Ami  other 
attended  with  different  degrees  of  fuccefs,  but  p,a 
of  fo  little  importance,  in  a  general  view,  thai  it   i?,h  and 
is  only  necetiaiy  to  mention  the  names  without  i9th  April 
entering  into  particulars,  reflecting  Boudv.iek,   ™*  8th 
Woodbridge,  and  pifcataway. 

The   Americans   were  in  fome   meafure   re-   2*th  May. 
venged  for  their  Idles  at  Peek's  Kill  and  Dan-  £j«j» 
burv,  1>\  the  profperous  ill'ue  of  an  expedition  t0  Sagg'a 
to  Sagg's  harbour  in  Long  lfland,  conducted  harbour, 
by   colonel  Meigs,    at  the  head   of  a   hundred 
and  feventy  men,  who,  notwithstanding  a  con- 
siderable rcfilhnec,   burned   twefv<     brigs    and 
(loops,  deitroyed  a  large  quantity  of  forage  and 
other  neceifaries,  killed  uxmemand  with  ninety 
prifoners   returned    without   lofs.         be    cele- 
rity of  this  expedition  was   remarkable;  for, 
beiides  the  labour  accomplished,  bh$  party  ti 

sk3  verfed 
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*xxxiP*  ver**cc*  a  *Pace  of  ninety  miles  by  land  and  water, 
[w^-*J    and  returned  within  twenty-five  hours. 


DiffioSv        Although    congrefs   had,    in    compliance 
of  recruit-   with  the  fuggeftion   of  Washington,   voted   a 
ing  their     permanent  army,  they  did  not  find  the  expected 
facility  in  railing  troops.     Thofe  employed  in 
recruiting,  through  vanity  or  ignorance,  made 
falie  reports  of  their  fuccefs;  the   new  levies 
could  not,   by  the  molt  urgent  remenitranccs, 
be  prevailed  onto  quit,  in  the  inclement  feafon 
of'winter,  their  domeftic  comforts,  for  the  fake 
cf    performing  an   uncertain    ferviee    in    the 
camp.     The   luxuries  enjoyed  in  the  Britifn 
lines,  joined   to    the   temptations  of  a   large 
bounty    offered   by    the    general,    occafioned 
many  defertions,   and  infpireci  fears   of  more. 
Washington,  though  animated  with  hopes  of 
ultimate  fuccefs,  thought  itneceffarv  to  caution 
the  eongrels,  a  body  to  whom  fuch  an  iniunc- 
tion  would  appear  intirely  fuperfluous,  to  con- 
ceal the  numbers  of  theii  army  from  the  public  : 
"  Nothing  but  a  good  face,"  he  faid,    "  and 
iC  falfe  appearances,   have  enabled   us  hither- 
"  to    to   deceive   the    enemy    reibecting   our 
"  ltrength."1 

The  American  general  founded  his  flatter- 
ing  expectations  on  the  increafrng  attach- 
ment of  the  troops ;  their  progrefs  in  military 
difcipline;  the  favour  refnlting  to  the  caufe 
from  a  protracted  itruggle,  in  which  not  to  be 
defeated  was  to  conquer  ;  the  hopes  of  effectual 
afiiftance  from  France  ;  and  the  certainty  that 
congrefs,  confidering  the  army  their  iole  re- 
fouree,  would  no  longer  be  reltrained  by  a 
mean  and  rigid  policy,  from  affording  encou- 

1  This  letter  is  dated  21ft  May  1777.  See  WafhtngtorTs  Let- 
ters, vol.  ii.  p.  77.  And  for  the  other  fairs  in  the  above  paragraph, 
the  fame  vol.  p.  46.  55.  Cy.  'i-j. 

ragement, 
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ragement,   and  imparting  all  requifite  powers,  chap 
Congrefs   had   now  learned  to  exeite  emula-   r^rr'j 


tion,  and  recompenfe  fervice  by  rewards  and  »777- 
honorary  notices.  Funeral  obfequies,  and 
pofthumous  memorials,  were  decreed  to  Warren, 
Mercer,  andWoofter:  the  exertions  of  Arnold 
at  Danbury  procured  him  feme  promotion,  and 
the  public  donation  of  a  eaparifoned  charger; 
and  the  exploit  of  Meigs  was  acknowledged 
bv  the  gift  of  an  elegant  fword. 

The  advance  of  fpring  enabled  congrefs  to  9th  June, 
augment  Wafhlngton's  army  to  feven  thoi  if  and  ^}°lfl     ' 

D  cJ  .  J  ,  Or  Willi- 

two  hundred  and  feventy-two  men  ;  a  ftnall  ingtoh. 
number  compared  to  the  Britifh  force,  but  fuf- 
ficiently  cheering  to  the  enterprising  fupporter 
of  American  independence,  who,  with  leis.than 
half  that  number,  had  baffled  and  checked  the 
very  army  which  now  oppofed  him,  and  raifed 
the  fortunes  of  his  country  from  their  lowcit 
ebb.  He  removed  from  his  encampment  at 
Morriftown  to  Middlebrook,  extending  Ijis 
camp  along  feveral  bids,  which  he  ftrongly 
fortified  with  entrenchments  and  artillery.  lie 
had  the  additional  advantages  of  perceiving, 
from  his  portion,  every  movement  of  the  IM- 
tiih  on  the  Brunfwick  Hills,  of  drawing  fun- 
plies  from  a  plentiful  country  in  his  rear,  and 
of  effecting,  if  neceffaiy,  a  iecurc  retreat  over 
the  Hudfon  or  Delaware  rivers. 

Sru   William    Howe,    who  liad   hitherto  Mthjnne, 
neglected    the  obvious  policy   of  attempting  ^"i0"^ 
fome  enterprise  againft  the  i'oc,  under  pretence  army. 
"  that  the  green  forage  was  not  on  the  ground,*'* 
at  length  led  forth  his  troops  as  far  as  Somerfct 
court  houfe,  but   without  a  decided  plan  of 
operation.     He  might,    if  Wafhington's   poll-. 

*  Calloway's  Letters  to  a  Nobleman,  p.  60, 

K  k  4  tion 
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chat,  lion  was  deemed  unavailable,  have feized  one 
■  XXiL/  of  tlie  communications  from  which  the  Ame- 
1777.     rican  drew  his  fupplies,  and  afterwards  riiked 
a  further  attempt,  or  retired  ;  but  he  made  no 
effectual  exertion,  his  troops  carried  with  them 
victuals  for  only  a  few  days,  and  fpeedily  re- 
19th  June,  turned  to  Brunfwicjk,  burning  feveral  dwelling- 
houfes  in  their  retreat,   and    continually   ba- 
raffed   and    iufulted    by    the   American    light 
troops. 
Howe  Deeming  it   impoffible  to  force  Warning- 

makes  a      ton's  {Irons:  poftion,   and  failing;  in  everv  at- 

feigned  re-  .  ~  * 

tiett.  tempt  to  provoke  him  to  quit  it,  Howe  endea- 
voured to  lure  him  by  a  ftratagem  equally  well 
conceived  and  executed,  though  unfuccefsful 

aad.  in  its  refult.     He  fir  ft  relinqui  in  ed  Brunfwick, 

and  returned  to  Ambov,  a  manoeuvre  which  de- 
ceived  the  Americans,  and  induced  them  to 
difpatch  large  bodies,  under  the  command  of 
generals  Maxwell  and  Conway,  and  lord  Ster- 
ling-, to  purine  him  in  his  fuppofed  retreat. 
■  The  Engliih  general  furthered  the  deception, by 
throwing  a  bridge  acrofs  the  channel  to  Staten 
luand,   over  which  he  palled  his  heavy  cannon, 

Aaion       and  a  fmall  number  of  men.     The  puvfuit  was 

near^mo-  f0]iowe(i   with  great  eagernefs :  and  Waihing- 

b'e  I  own.  .  s>  o  "  ,J5 

ton,  deluded  by  appearances,  removed  to  Quib- 
ble Town,  to  co-operate  with  his  other  detach- 
ments. The  Britiih  commander,  confideringthis 
the  moment  of  fucceis,  marched  back  his  army 
by  different  routes, hoping  to  bring  Waihington 
to  an  engagement,  to  cut  off  his  advanced 
parties,  or,  at  leaft,  to  fecure  lbme  paifes  in  the 
mountains.  Tor  the  laft  purpofe,  lord  Coru- 
wallis  was  difpatehed  with  a  confiderable  body : 

a5th.  ^e  ^  m  w^^  a  detachmfent  pf  three  thoniand 
men,  under  Maxwell  and  lord  Sterling,  ftrongly 
fituated,  and  well  provided  m  ith  artillery,  put 

them 
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them  to  the  rout,  and  purfued  them  to  Weft-   chap. 
field  :  but  Wamirisfton   fruihated  his  fcheftie,     XXXi- 
bv  regaining  his  ftation  on  the  hills,  and  fe-      *in- 
curing-  the  paties. 

Ox  this  difappointment.  Sir  William  Howe  *Kth  Jones 
returned   to  Am  boy.    and  crofting  over  with  C,,':''^J*~ 
his  whole   force  to  Staten   lfland,   evacuated  jerfeys. 
the  Jerfeys. 

During  the  fnfpenfion  of  hoftilities,  which 
enfued  from  this  event,  a  gallant  and  well-  „,.'. 
concerted  enterprize  procured  the  Americans  Pieftaa, 
the  means  of  exchanging,  for  general  Lee,  an 
officer  of  equal  rank.  The  head  quarters  of 
general  Prefcott,  governor  of  "Rhode  lfland, 
were  on  the  Weft,  near  Narra&anfet  Bay,  <t 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fea,  where'  he  lay 
in  culpable  negligence,  a  mile  diftant  from 
any  body  of  troops,  without  patroles  on  the 
more,  and  depending  only  on  a  guard-mip  in 
the  bay  for  fecurity.  Lieutenant-colonel  Bar-  lothjoiy. 
ton,  apprized  of  thefe  circumftances,  let  out 
from  Providence,  with  i'ome  officers  and  men, 
in  two  boats,  proceeded  acrofs  the  bay  un per- 
ceived, landed  about  midnight,  furprized  the 
centinel,  feized  the  general  in  bed,  and,  with- 
out giving  him  time  to  put  on  his  clothes, 
hurried  him  and  Ids  aid-de-camp  on  board, 
and  eliecfed  his  retreat  unmolefted,  and,  till 
out  of  reach,  undifeovered. 

All  the  operations  of  general  Howe  had  not  TJie  RrI- 
hitherto  tended  to  remove  or  qualify  the  difad-  elnbaS 
vantasreous  imprefiions  occafioned  bv  Ins  tardv  f"'  :l-  ])c- 

lentofthe  campaign;  nor  did  his 
next  exertion  appear  calculated  to  retrieve  the 
dill;  race  fuftained  by  the  Britiih  arms  in  the  eva- 

tion  of  a  province,  once  intirely  fubjeered    i 
their  force.   This  retreal  exhibited  the  prepofh  r- 

(ightofan  unwieldy  mats,  moving  with  neat  y 

i(  iiii.il  y. 
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chap,   folemnity,  and  fubmittin g  to  injuries  and  in - 
3^2i    dignities  from  a  fmaller  force,  rather  than  life 
1777-      the  exertions  requisite  to  annihilate  that  force, 
or  counteract  the  effects  of  its  promptitude  and 
#&  W-     a&i vity .     Contrary  to  the  judgment  of  alraoft 
the  whole  army,  the  Britifb  troops,  confifting 
of  thirty-fix  battalions,  and  a  regiment  of  light- 
horfe,  were,  in  the  hotteft  period  of  the  year, 
embarked  in  tranfports,  and  remained  thus" pent 
up  five  and  twenty  days  before  they  reached  the 
30th.  Capes  of  Delaware.     The  feheme  of  operation, 

which  reafon  ftrongly  pointed  out,  and  which 
Washington  himfeif  moil  apprehended,  was  a 
junction  with  general  Burgoync  in  the  North  ;] 
this  was  not  however  intended  :  fevcnteen 
battalions,  the  new  provincial  corps,  and  a 
regiment  of  light-horfe,  under  the  command  of 
general  Clinton,  were  left  at  New  York,  and 
feveral  battalions  ftationcd  at  Rhode  I  Hand. 
Howe  originally  intended  to  proceed  up  the 
Delaware ;  but,  receiving  information  that 
the  navigation  was  impeded  by  the  precautions 
of  the  enemy,  he  failed  to  Che'fapeak  Bay.  The 
periodical  prevalence  of  foutherly  Minds  ren- 
dered this  tranfit  no  lefs  difficult  than  fubject 
i^V^5'  to  delays;  nor  did  the  fleet,  till  altera  tedious 
thThea/of  paffage,  enter  the  Chefapeak,  and  gain  the 
Elk.  head  of  Elk,   where  the  troops  were  difembark- 

,3th#         ed,  and  head  quarters  fixed  at  a  village  in  the 

neighbourhood. 
•9tbfi  Ox   landing,  general  Howe  published  a  de- 

claration, defigned  to  remove  the  ill  itnpref- 
fions  made  by  reports  of  the  conduct  of  his 
troops  in  the  Jerfcys,  promifmg  protection  to 
ail  who  flioukl  return  to  their  homes  ;  the  ob- 
fervarice  of  rigid  discipline  ;    and  the  fevcrelt 

1  See  WaHungton's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  125.  et  pa/Iim. 

puhifhments 


c^iauon. 
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pimifhmcnts  on  thofe  who  plundered  or  mole  ft    chap. 
his  majefty's  well  difpofed  fubjects.  xxxr. 

As  the   intention  of  the   Britilh  general  to      1777. 
turn  his  arms  againft  Philadelphia  was  no  longer 
doubtful,   Waihjngton,  whofe  force  was    aug- 
mented to  fourteen  thoufand,  ufed  every  effort, 
and  refolved  even  to  hazard  an  engagement  in 
protection  of  the  centre  of  the  American  em- 
pire.  From  the  head  of  Elk,  Howe  proceeded  sdSepi, 
to  Iron-hill,  difperfing  the  advanced  guards  of 
the  enemy,   and    being  joined   by  Grant   and 
Knyphaufcn,   the  united  force  moved  forward  gth. 
in  two  columns. 

The  Americans    retired   before  the    Britilh  "*• 
force,  till  they  gained   a  ftrong  position  under  jgrandy- 
the  cover  of  woods,    with  intervals    of    open  v--  - 
ground  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Brandy wiue, 
a  creek  which    runs  into  the  Delaware  at  Wil- 
mington, and  which  tbe  Britifh  army  miiftpafs 
in    their    route  to   Philadelphia.'     At    Chad's 
Ford,  where  the   patfage   was  likely  to   be  at- 
tempted,   batteries   were  creeled  and  intreneh- 
ments  formed.     To  this  place  general   Knyp- 
haufen   advanced    with   the   i'econd    djvif. 
forced  a  detached  body  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
croifed  the   river,   to  repafs   it  under   cover  of 
their  batteries,  and  commenced  a  brink  cannon- 
ade.  This  manoeuvre  was  only  a  feint,  to  with- 
draw   the   attention  of  the  Americans  from  a 
more   important  and   effective  operation  :  lord 
Corriwallis,  with  one  column  of  the  army,  b\  • 
circuitous  route,  cr  Tied  the  forks  of  the  Brandy- 
wine,  and  took  the  road  to  Delworth,  leading 
on  the  right  of  tbe  enemy.     As  i'oon  as  the  fue- 
cefs  of  his  lordfliip's  attempt  became  obvioi  -. 
from  i  he  cannonade  in   that  quarter,    and    the 
evident  confufion    in   the  provincial    trooj    , 

JjCnyph  .•  -n, 
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chap.   Knyphaufen,  with  hi!  j,- gallantly .pafied 

XXXL     fjie  ford   and  carried  the  batteries. 
»777»  General  Sullivan,   with  ten    thoufand 

men,  was  difpatched  by  Wafbington  to  oppoie 
lord  Cornwallis :  he  took  poffeffion  of  the 
heights  above  Birmingham  church  ;  his  left 
reaching  towards  the  Brandywine  ;  his  artillery 
judiciouily  polled,  and  his  flanks  covered  by 
woods.  At  four  o'clock  the  Britifh  army  be- 
gan the  attack,  and  with  refiftlefs  impetuofity 
drove  the ' enemy  to  their  forefts  for  refuse: 
here  they  were  reinforced,  and  affumcd  a  new 
poft,  but  were  again,  after  a  defperate  refinance, 
compelled  to  yield  to  the  efforts  of  Britiih  va- 
lour. The  rout  was  complete;  the  Americans 
army  fled  with  precipitation,  and  in  various  eli- 
sions, while  the  commander  in  chief,  at  the 
head  of  the  corps  he  was  enabled  to  keep  together, 
cfcaped  with  his  cannon  and  baggage  to  Chefter, 
and  paffins:  by  Derby  to  Philadelphia,  for  the 
purpofe  of  recruiting  his  magazines  and  ftores, 
crofted  the  Schuylkill,  and  proceeded  to  the 
Lancafter  road.  The  lofs  of  the  provincials 
amounted  to  three  hundred  killed,  fix  hundred 
wounded,  and  near  four  hundred  prisoners; 
that  of  the  Britiih  was  a  hundred  (lain,  and  four 
hundred  wounded.  In  the  evening,  a  party  of 
Britiih  fent  to  Wilmington,  took  Mackenlie, 
governor  of  the  Delaware  ftate,  out  of  his  bed, 
and  feized  a  ihaliop  lvins;  in  the  creek,  loaded 
with  the  rich  effecls  of  the  inhabitants^  together 
with  the  public  records  of  the  county ;  a  large 
quantity  of  public  and  private  money  ;  and  all 
e  papers  and  certificates  belonging  to  the  loan 
and  treafury  offices. 

The  complete  fuccefs  of  this  day,  was  owing 
principally  to  the"  judicious  manoeuvres  of  Sir 
William  Howe,  who  kept  the  enemy  in  a  ftate 

of 
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of  fuch  uncertainty,  with  refpecl  to  his  ultimate   chap. 
intentions,  that  no  confident  plan  of  oppoiition 


could  be  formed."  LordCornwallisalfo  exfecut-     *777« 

ed  his  orders  with  promptitude  and  happy  eifecT, 
lo  that  no  adequate  difpofition  could  be  made 
for  refitting  his  progrefs,  and  the  troops  he  firft 
encountered  were  defeated  before  they  could  be 
reinforced.  In  this  battle  the  foreign  volun- 
teers were  confpicuoufly  engaged  ;  la  Fayette 
made  his  firft  military  exertion  in  the  American 
eaufe,  and  was  wounded  in  the  leg.  ° 

The  works  for  defence  of  Philadelphia  were  Efforts  of 
carried  on  with  unremitting:  diligence,  and.  as  ti«A*neri- 

,.      ,i  ,         .  ..r    ,,  ."  °..       Cl      j  cans  to  de- 

a  further  protection,   Vv  aihington  directed  mea-  fen^  ph,-_ 
dows  on   Providence  [Hand  to  be  Overflowed.  °  laneiphiau 
Howe  advanced  with  caution,  endeavouring,  by 
i  ment  manoeuvres,  to  diftract  the  attention  of 
the  enemy,  who  constantly  hovered  before  him, 
us  if  refolved  to  rifk  another  engagement  to 
fave  the  city.     Near   Warren   Tavern,  on  the  iSthSep< 
Laneafter  road,  both  parties  drew  up  in  ordi  i 
of  battle;  but  a   violent  ftorm  of  rain,  which 
killed  a  \  hole  day  and  night,  prevented  the  en- 
counter, and  the  ig  their  am- 
munition        ilt  by  the  weather.         hdrew  to 
tee  ui'  fafety.     Sir  William  Howe,  thus 

*a  See  V  ion's  Letters, vol.  ii.  p.  167. 

n  Idem,  p.  168.     Sir  William  Howe  h.ir-         ,     reproached,  per- 
haps fomewhat  c.  (  -•'.  to  make  the  utmoit 
jioffible  a  I       ■ 
does  not  :  ppeai  to 
oenfwre  the  Hi  itifii 

icral   in  good    health  and  ipii 
.'lorfti  were  in 
run  Fined  in  tra  : 

^  exertii  of  the  dil'comfited  en 

wou]  I  have  required.     See  ,       the 

ut  oi  the  war,  p.  7^  ;  copied  by  Si  ,  vol.  i.  p.  193. 

on'  .  on  the  d  .   ent, 

*  '• 
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chap,    appointed,    marched  towards  the  Swedes  ford  ; 
xxxi.     f  jlc,  Americans  again   made  a  delufive  mew  of 
1777-      oppofition,   which   he  difregarding,  moved  to- 
wards Reading.  Washington,  alarmed  for   the 
ftores,  took  a  new  pofition,  and  left  the  Britiih 
general   in   undifturbed  poiYefiJon  of  the  roads 
leading  to  Philadelphia'. 
acthSept.       When  Iio we  was' preparing  to  proceed  for 
Sul'i,nf  of  this  citv,  he  received  information  that  a  party 

general  .  ,.  ...        ,-    r  f      ;i  i  i  ttt 

Wayne,     or  fifteen  rum  area  men,  under  general  Wayne, 
was  concealed  in  the  woods,  for  the  purpofe  of 
haraiiing  his  rear  ;  and  diipatched  Major-gene- 
ral Grey  to  furprize  their.,  which  he  erre6ied  m 
a   molt   officer-like  manner.     To  prevent  un- 
timely alarm,  and  confine  his  men  to  the  ufe  of 
the  bayonet,  the  flints   were  taken  from  their 
pieces  :  the  out-pofis  were  carried  without  noife, 
three  hundred  were  killed,  and  a  hundred  cap- 
tured ;  the  remainder  efcaping  with  the  lofs  of 
all  their  baggage. 
Capture  of      Tii  e  receipt  of  information  by  general  Howe, 
Phiiadci-     at  a  time  when  Warning-ton  could  not  obtain 
the  leal!  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the 
Engliih,  proves  decifively   the  unpopularity  of 
the  American  caufe  even  in  the  immediate  feat 
Sept.   0f  their  government.     General  Howe,  pairing 
a*tb.         the  Schuylkill  with  his  whole  army,  proceeded 
27ih.         to   German   Town,   and,    on   the  enfuing  da}r, 
lord  Cornwallis  took  undifputed  potfeilion  of 
Philadelphia.   Congrefs,  who  had  refumed  their 
fittings  in  the   city,  were  again  obliged  to  fly, 
firii   to   Lancafter,    and    afterwards    to   York 
Town. 

The  non-reiiftance  of  the  Americans  on  this 
occafion,  muft  be   imputed  to  their  total  want 
of  information  with  refpect  to  the  movements 
of  general  Howe ;  to  the  fagacity  of  his  ma- 
noeuvres, 
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noeuvres,  whach  enabled  him  to  gain  fo  much   chap, 
ground  in  advance  of  the  enemy,   that  it  was    *2Jj 
m  vain  for  Wafhington  to  attempt  overtaking      *rr?> 
his  rear  ;  to  the  judicious  -employment  of  his 
time   fince  the  battle  of  Branciywine,  which 
kept   the  Americans  harailed   with    perpetual 
marching- ;  and  to  the  inability  of  that  army  to 
attempt   any   energetic  enterprize  from  their 
miferable  condition,  which  extended  even  to  a 
want  of  fhoes,  upwards  of  a  thoufand  having 
performed  feveral   day's    duty    iutireiy    bare- 
foot ? 

Although  the  capture  of  Philadelphia  was 
objected  to  as  ameafure  more  fuited  to  the  clofe, 
than  the  commencement  of  a  campaign,  as  the 
defence  of  it  would  require  an  army  ;4  yet  the 

feffion  of  that  city  and  of  German  Town  was 
of  great  importance,  as  it  facilitated  a  commu- 
nication between  the  northern  and  fouthern 
provinces,  and  if  the  Delaware  were  opened, 
between  thearmvand  navy. 

Br  the  advice   of  Franklin,  the  Americans  jjJJJJgJ; 
had  ufed  extraordinary   means   to  render  the  jj,       , 
Delaware  unnavigable,   and   the  poffeffibn  of 
Philadelphia  of  no  advantage,     Thirteen  gal- 
lies,  two  floating  batteries,  two  zebeques,  one 
brig,  one  fliip,  beiides  a  number  of  armed  boats, 
ibe-mips,  and  rafts,  were  conftru&ed  orcmplo;, 
ed  for  this  puFpofe.     The   Americans  had  alio 
built  a  fort,  called  Mifflin,  and    railed    a  con 
fiderable  battery  on   Mud  Ifland,  which  is 
mirablv  fituated  for   the  erection  of  works  to 
annoy  fhipping  in  afcending  the  Delaware.    It 
uearthe  middle  of  the  river,  aboutfeven  iv.lh  ls 

i    8ee  WaJhington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  173. 
•■    rhis  t  iSt  jirtlifii  d  Franklin's  obfervation,  that  Sir  William  He 
had  noi  1  '.      I     ladclphia;   but  Philadelphia  had    taken  Sir    Wil- 

I  Howe.     1<-  •.  p.    J4.  .v 

ow 
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chap,  below  Philadelphia.:  no  veflel  of  burthen  can 
xxxi.  come  up  but  by  the  main  fliip  channel,  which 
1777.  pafles  eiofe  to  Mud  3 Hand,  and  is  very  narrow 
for  more  than  a  mile  below.  OpJ>ofite  fort 
Mifflin  is  a  height  called  Red  Bank,  overlook- 
ing the  river  and  the  neighbouring  country, 
on  which  a  refpeciable  battery  was  erected. 
Between  thefe  two  fortrefles,  which  are  half  a 
mile  afunder,  the  American  naval  armament 
m:  icir  harbour  of  retreat.     Two  ranges  of 

chevaux  de  rVii'e  were  alio  funk  in  the  channel, 
confifring  of  large  pieces  of  timber,  ftrohgly 
framed  together,  in  the  manner  ufual  for  the 
foundation  of  wharfs  in  deep  water.  Several 
large  points  of  barbed  iron,  projecting  down  the 
river,  were  annexed  to  the  upper  parts  of  thefe 
chevaux  de  frife,  aud  the  whole  was  funk  with 
{'tones,  fo  as  to  be  about  four  feet  under  the  wa- 
ter at  low  tide.  Their  prodigious  weight  and 
lirengtb,  could  not  fail  to  effect  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  any   v  winch    came  upon   them. 

Thirty  of  thefe  machines  were  funk  three 
hundred  yavd'y  below  fort  Mifflin,  ftretch- 
iug  in  a  diagonal  line  aorofs  the  channel.  The 
only  open  pailage  between  two  piers,  lying  clofe 
to  the  fort,  was  feeured  byaftrong  boom,  and 
could  not  be  approached  but  in  a  direct 
line  to  the  battery.  Another  fortification  was 
erected  on  a  high  bank  on  the  Jerfey  more, 
called  Billingfport,  and  oppofite  to  this  another 
range  of  chevaux  de  frife  was  depofited,  leaving 
only  a  narrow  and  mallow  channel  on  the  one 
fide.  There  was  alio  a  temporary  battery  of 
two  heavy  cannon  at  the  mouth  of  Mantua 
Creek,  about  the  midway  from  Red  Bank  to 
Billingfport. 
sftoa.  A    detachment    under  colonel    Sterling, 

BiJhngi-     croifed  the  Delaware,  and  taking  pofleffion  of 

pou  taken.  '  °  U-n-       i- 

Eulhngfport 
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Billingfport  without  oppofition,  enabled  captain   CHAP. 
Hammond,  of  the  Roebuck,  partially  to  remove   sSS 
the  lower  line  of  chevaux  de  frife  ;   but  the  two      1777. 
upper  lines  ftill  remained,  with  the  forts  which 
defended  them,  in  potfeffion  of  the  Americans. 
Such  was  the  pofition  of   affairs    when    lord 
Howe,  after  a  boifterous  paiTage,  arrived  with 
his  fleet  from  the  Elk  river,  and  anchored  on 
the  weftern  more  from  the  town  of  Newcaftle 
down  to  Reedy  Ifland. 

At  this  period,  Wafhington  having  gained  Aajon  at 
intelligence,  through  two  intercepted  letters,  of  1%^* 
the  expedition    againft    Billingfport,    and  re- 
ceived reinforcements  of  fifteen  hundred  men 
from  the  forts  in  the  iflands,  by  way  of  Peek's 
Kill,  and  one  thoufand  from  Virginia,  decamp- 
ed at   feven  in   the    evening   from    Skippack  jdoa. 
Creek,  diftant   about  feventeen  miles,   and  at  4th. 
dawn  of  day  attacked  the  fortieth  regiment, 
pofted   at    the    head  of  German  Town,  and 
obliged  them  to  retreat.      The  commanding 
officer,  lieutenant-colonel  Mufgrave,  placed  five 
companies  in  a  large  ftone  houfe  in  the  village 
fronting  the  enemy,  thus  arrefting  their  career, 
while  the  Britiih  troops  got  under  arms.    Wafh- 
ington  furrounded  this  houfe  with  a  brigade, 
and    four  pieces  of    cannon,    but    Mufgrave 
refufed   to  furrender,  and  from  the   windows 
did  confiderable   execution    till   afiiitance  ar- 
rived.   The  Americans  were  foon  defeated,  and 
compelled  to  retreat;  which  by  favour   of  a 
thick  fog  they  effected  with  all  their  artillery  ; 
their  lofs  amounted  to  fourteen  hundred  killed, 
wounded,   and  piifoners;   that  of  the  Britiih  tp 
fix  hundred,  including  general  Agnew  and  co- 
lonel   Bird.      Wafhington   was  guilty    of   an 
egregious  error  in  delaying  his  progrefs  to  be- 
fiege  the  Hone  houfe  :  if  he  had  left  a  corps  to 
vol.   11.  l   L  obferve 
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chap,   obferve  it,  and  proceeded  with  his  main   force 
xxxi.     the  total   defeat  of  the  Englifh  army  was  ex- 
1777.      tremely  probable. 
Attack  on       The  grand  object,  of  freeing  the  navigation 
Red  Bank.  0f  t]le  Delaware  was   eagerly  purfued  by  the 
Engliih,  and  no  lefs  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  the 
enemy.     Washington,   defpairing    of   making 
another  effectual  attack    on  the  Britiih  force, 
detached  large  reinforcements  to  the  garrifons, 
and  encouraged  exertion  by  liberal  promifes  of 
reward.     Since  the  capture  of  Billinglport  tne 
Americans   had   negligently  been  permitted  to 
zid  oa.     fortify  Red  Bank,  which  was  now  attacked  bj 
a  detachment  under  count  Donop,  a.  brave  and 
high  fpirited   German   officer.     He  advanced 
to'the  aifault  through  a  molt  tremendous  fire, 
not  only  from  the  works  but  from  the   gullies 
and  floating  batteries  on  the   river  ;  drove  the 
enemy  from  an  extenfive  outwork,    and  com- 
pelled them  to  take  lhelter  in  the  redoubt,  which 
for  want  of  fcaling  ladders  could  not  be  forced; 
and  it  was  owing  to  this  unpardonable  neglecl 
that  this  refolute  band  had  the   mortification 
of  feeing  the  fruits  of  their  gallantry  elude  their 
grafp.  The  brave  Donop,  extended  on  the  earth, 
his  thigh  fractured  by  a  mufket  mot,  could  not 
accompany  his  troops  in  their  retreat,   which 
was   no  lefs  perilous  than  their  onfet :  he  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  expired  in  a 
few  days. 
Lofs  of  The  lofs  of  land  forces  in  killed  and  wound - 

the An guf-ed  was  about  four  hundred;  but  this  was  not 
£ranr        the  whole  amount  of   the    difafter.      Several 
(loops  of  war  were   ordered  to   move  up  the 
river  to    afiift  in  the  attack  ;  two  of  them,  the 
zjd.  Augufta  and  Merlin,  ran  aground  ;  on  the  fol- 

lowing morning,   during  an  attack   from  the 
'enemy,  the  Augufta  took  lire  and  blew  up  with 

a  few 
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a  few  of  the  crew  ;  and  all  efforts  to  float  the  chap. 
Merlin  failing  in  their  effect,  She  was  abandoned    xxxi. 
and  burnt.  1777. 

Preparation's  for   reducing-  Mud  Ifland  Theene- 
proceeded  (lowly,   on   account  of  the  natural  mK*  5?* 
impediments;  and  when  they  were  finished,  fome  rak*n. 
days  elapfed  before  the  fleet  could  co-operate  in 
the  attack.     At  length,  a  vigorous  cannonade,  15thto 
in  every  direction,  compelled  the  enemy  to  re-  J7thNev„ 
tire;  the  redoubt  at  Red  Bank  was  abandoned 
on  the  approach  of  lord  Corawallis  ;  the  greater 
part  of  the  American   veflels  were  burnt;  the 
chevaux  de  frife  were  with  difficulty  weighed, 
and  the  Delaware  atlaft  opened. 

Washington    being    reinforced    by    four  Wafting- 
thouiand    men  from    the  northern   army,  en-  ton  en' 
camped  at  White  Marfh,  an  advantageous  fta-  white 
feion,  about  fourteen  miles  from  Philadelphia.  Marfh. 
General  Howe,  in  hopes  of  bringing  him  to  an  4th  to  §th 
engagement,  quitted  Philadelphia,  and  hovered  D(X< 
for  feveral   days    about  the  American  camp, 
forcing  their  outpofts,   and  endeavouring    by 
every  manoeuvre  to  "urge  them  to  action,  but 
finding  at   length   all   his   efforts   unavailing, 
he    returned   to   the    city,    and    Washington, 
unwilling  to  relinquish  his  Strong  pofition,  fuf- 
fered  the  rear  of  the  Engliih   to  retire  unmo- 
lefted. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  year,   Washington  re-  Hllfs  his 
moved  from  White  MarSh  to   Valley   Forge,  y™^1 
where  he  took   up  his  winter  quarters.      He  Forge, 
preferred  this  Situation  to  a  more  comfortable 
and   convenient  residence  in  Lancaster,  York, 
or    Carlisle,    becaufe   it    afforded   him   better 
means  of   repreSung   the    difpolition    of    the 
country  to  defert  the  caufe  of  congrefs,  and 
narrowed  the   influence   of  the  British   com- 
manders to  the  very  fpot  of  their   refulence. 

L  l  2  His 
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His  troops  were  in   a  ftate  of  fuch  deplorable 
mifery,  that  their  march  from  one  place  of  en- 
campment to  the  other,  might  be  traced  by  the 
blood  which  their   bare  feet  left  in  the  fnow, 
and  hundreds  were  without  blankets.     It  con- 
veys a  ftrong  inftance  of  Wafhtngton's  influ- 
ence over  thefe  men,  that  he  not  only  induced 
them  to  brave  with  him  the   inclemency  of  a 
whole  winter,  but  to   undertake  the  difficult 
and  unufual  talk  of  building  huts  for  their  re- 
iidence,  as  a  iubftitute  for  tents  :    nor  is  it  lei's 
honourable  to  the  character  of   this  general, 
that  once  only  on  an  urgent  neceffity,  he  ven- 
tured to  fupply  the  wants  of  his  troops,  by  a 
compulfory  requilition  :  he  took  this  ftep  with 
infinite  regret,  and  teftitied,  without  delay,  his 
repugnance  ever  again   to    practice  a  iimilar 
expedient. r 

On  the  part  of  the  Britim  general,  the 
tranfaclions  of  the  campaign  might  be  confi- 
dered  glorious.  He  began  late,  and  is  accufed 
of  not  extracting  the  utmoft  advantage  from 
his  fuccefles ;  but  he  gained  two  brilliant  vic- 
tories in  the  field,  drove  the  enemy  before  him, 
took  the  city  which  was  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment, and  repeatedly  braved  the  American 
army  to  a  new  conflict ;  yet  the  Britiih  cauie 
was  not  ndvanced  ;  the  rival  army  maintained 
a  poiition  within  eighteen  miles  of  the  city, 
and  all  Howe's  advantages  were  reduced  to 
the  acquifition  of  comfortable  winter  quarters 
in  Philadelphia. 

General  Burgoyne  conducted  the  cam- 
paign in  the  North:  his  appointment  was  in- 
aufpicious,  as  it  occafioned  a  meritorious  and 
efteemed  officer,   Sir  Guy  Carleton,  to  refign 


'  See  Washington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  222. 
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Ills   government  in  difguit.     From  this  expe-  chap. 
clition,  and  the  profperous  fituation  of  affairs  N^XI* 
at  the  end  of  the  laft  feafon,  the  higheft  expecra-     1777. 
tions  were  formed  :   a  body   of  fcven  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  feventy-three  veteran  troops, 
exclufive  of  a  corps    of  artillery,  abundantly 
fupplied,  and  led  by  felecl;  and  experienced  of- 
ficers, was  fen t  from  England;  and  valt  quan- 
tities of  military  ftores  were  furnifhed  for  the 
ufe  of  Canadians  who  mould  enter  the  Britilh 
fcrvice. 

Several  nations  of  favages,  on  the  back  let-  obferva- 
tlementsand  borders  of  the  We ftern  lakes,  ioin-  tI01lS;0tlllie 

^  *  employ- 

ed  this  army,  a  tranfaction  which  was  feverely  mem  of 
cenfured  in  print,  and  in  the  Britilh  fenate.  In  favaSes« 
the  declaration  of  independence  the  American 
congrefs  made  fimilar  complaints,  but  without 
fufricicnt  reafon.  The  employment  of  iubfi- 
diary  forces  in  any  war,  foreign  or  civil,  is  aprac- 
tice  in  which  all  nations  concur,  and  again  ft 
which,  in  general,  no  arguments  are  advanced, 
except  fuch  as  arife  from  prejudice  and  party 
heat.  The  Indians  had  been  engaged  in  former 
wars  by  the  Americans,  the  French  and  the  Ens;- 
liih,  without  exception  or  reproach.  But  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  it  was  laid  that  the  Americans  being 
our  brethren,  and  the  Indians  untutored  and  re- 
morfelefs  favages,  thev  ought  not  to  have  been 
retained  as  the  allies  of  Britain.  From  reiterated 
wrongs,  from  cruelties  and  injuries,  which  de- 
grade thofe  who  practife  them  far  more  than 
merely  following  the  imtpulfes  of  uncultivated 
nature,  thefefavages  were  become  1  he  inveterate 
and  implacable  foes  of  the  American  colonifts. 
Theearlicft  accounts  from  ihe American  fettlers 
were  replete  with  narratives  of  wars  between 
them  and  the  natives,  with  accounts  of  efforts  to 
cajole  them  into  fubjection,  and  of  maflacres 

'  l  l  3  which 
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chap,  which  enfued  from  their  endeavours  to  maintain 
xxxr.  undifturbed  poilefiion  of  their  own  territories 
The  force  and  purfe  of  Great  Britain  had 
often  been  exerted  in  defending  the  colon ifts 
againft  thefe  favages ;  and  the  Americans,  with 
wicked  policy,  called  in,  for  their  fubjugation, 
an  ally  more  effective  and  dreadful  than  the 
mufketor  thefword — the  fmall-pox ;  with  which 
contagion  they  contrived  periodically  to  in- 
fect thefe  ignorant  people.5  A  ftate  of  hof- 
tility  was  therefore  natural  between  the  Ame- 
ricans and  the  favages,  and  no  more  was  neccf- 
fary  than  for  Great  Britain  to  withdraw  her 
forces  from  protecting  the  colonies,  to  incline 
them  to  take  up  arms.  Their  ferocity  in  vie* 
tory  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  their 
unfkilfulnefsin  conflict;  and  perhaps  was  grofsly 
exaggerated,  in  order  to  furniih  popular  topics 
of  declamation,  and  give  foundation  for  the 
accufation  urged  againft  the  king  in  the  de- 
claration of  congrefs. 

In  this  mode  of  confidering  the  fubjccl, 
perhaps  the  ufe  of  fuch  auxiliaries  might  be 
juftified  in  the  abftract;  but  in  facl  the  Ameri- 
cans had  no  right  to  complain,  for  they  firft 
aflbciated  the  favages  Avith  them  in  attacking 
the  Engliih.  None  of  thefe  people  were  en- 
gaged in  the  king's  fervice,  till  the  action  at  the 
Cedars  in  17  76;  whereas  in  the  campaign  of 
the  preceding  year,  a  body  of  Indians  was 
brought  down  again  it  his  majefty's  troops  in 
New  England,  and  the  Northern  provinces. 
The  committee  of  Carolina,  early  in  the  fame 
year,  fent  a  deputation  to  the  Cherokees,  not 
merely  to  engage  them  to  take  up  arms,  but 
alfo  to  invite  the  aiTaflination  of  an  offcnfive 

•  Tucker's  Trafl,  v.  Judication,  p.  vi. 
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individual.     Early  in  1776,  an  attack  was  alfo  chap. 
made   on  the  Ifle  of  Tybee  by  Indians,    and   3Si 
Americans  difguifed  like  them,  who  with  their      »777« 
habit  adopted  their  manners,  and  fcalped  feve- 
ral  mariners  and  a  ii lip's  carpenter.1     In  f;.er, 
it  appears  from  incontrovertible  evidence,  that 
from  the  firft  moment  of  refolving  on   hofti- 
lities,  the  Americans  were  anxious  to  employ  the 
Indians  on  their  fide  ;  that  they  maintained  an 
active  intercourfe  with  them,  by  means  of  mif- 
fionaries,  and  when  they  found  at  Lift,  that  the 
Engliih,  having  more  refources,  and  a  greater 
facility  in  making  prefents,   could  more  effec- 
tually attach  the   Indians  to  their  caufe,  they 
reluctantly  gave  up  the  attempt,  and  contented 
themlelves   with  requiring  only  their  friend* 
fhip  and  neutrality- u 

As   it  was  Burgoyne's  intereft  to  keep  his  Bur- 
regular  troops  as  much  as  poflible  together,  the  p,0/™^ 
inhabitants  of  Canada  were  obliged  to  furnim  tions. 
men  furficient  to  occupy  the  woods  on  the  fron- 
tiers,  prevent  defertion,   procure  intelligence, 
and  intercept  all  communication   between  the 
enemy  and  the  inalccontents  in  the  province. 
They  were  alio  required  to  provide  men  for  the 
completion  of  the  fortifications  at  Sorel,   St, 
John's,  and  Ifle  aux   Noix,  and  horfes  for  the 
carriage    of   provifions,    artillery,    and   (tores, 
and  were  employed  in  repairing  tfre  roads  which 
were  deftroyed  by  thefe  preparations. 

Having     completed    thefe    arrangements,  1 6th  June. 
Burgoyne  departed  from  St.  John's,   preceded  Hearmes 
by  a  naval  force,  under  commodore  Lutwych,  pul;,'t. 

*  Anfwer  to  the  declaration  of  the  American  congrefs,  p.  108. 

■  Waihinirton's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  48.  274.  Sue  alfo  a  very  can- 
did account  of  all  the  tranfa&ions  between  the  infurgents,  the  Biitifh, 
and  the  lavages,  in  Kamlay's  Hiltory  of  the  American  Kevoluuon, 

vol.  ii.  c.  xvin. 
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chap,  which  the  enemy  could  not  oppofe ;    and  the 
.^2^2;    troops  being  landed  without  refiftance,  were 

i777«      encamped  at  and  near  Crown  Point. 
Warfeaft.       Ix    this  pofition,   the  general  gave  a  war 
feaft  to  the  Indians,  accompanied  with  an  ex- 
aoth  June,  hortation   to  abitain   from  cruelty,  and  iffued 
a  proclamation,   fqmewhat  pompous  and  florid, 
but  in  its  general  tenor  fufficiently  moderate. 
Itdifplayed  the  motives  by  whichGreat  Britain 
was  impelled  to  take  up  arms,  defcribed  in  ani- 
mated terms  the  tyranny,   cruelty,  and  hypo- 
crify  with  which,  under  pretence  of  fecurxng 
liberty,  and  promoting  the  caufe  of  religion, 
the  congrefs  oppreffed  the  people  of  America. 
It  promifed  encouragement  and  employment  to 
thofe  who  would  arm  in  the  Britiih  caufe,  pro- 
tection  to  the   domeftic,    induftrious,    infirm, 
and  even  to  the  timid,  provided  they  would 
remain  at  home,  and  offer  no  impediment  to 
the  progrefs  or  fupplies  of  the  army  ;  and  en- 
gaged that  payment  in  foiid  coin,  at  an  equi- 
table  rate,    fhould  be  made   for  all  provifions 
brought  to  the  camp.     The  health,  discipline, 
and  valour  of  the  troops  were  defcanted  on  in 
boaftful   phrafe  ;    the  celerity  and  certainty  of 
deftrucfion  by  the  Indian  forces,  were  exhi- 
bited  in  a  figurative  flyle,   analogous  to  their 
mode  of  oratory  ;   and   the  vengeance  of  the 
Hate  was  denounced  againft  thofe  who,  not- 
withstanding the  conciliatory  endeavours  of 
the  general,  lhould  ftill  continue  infected  with 
the  frenzy  of  hoitility.      "  The  meffengers  of 
"  juilice,   and   of  wrath,  ;     he  faid,    "  await 
them  in  the  field  ;  and  devaftation,  famine, 
and  every   concomitant  horror,  that  a  re- 
luctant,  but    indifpenfable    profecution    of 
military  duty  muff  occafion,  will  bar   the 
11  way  to  their  return,"     As  Burgoyne's  force 

con- 
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confided    of  Britiili  and   German    regiments,   chap. 
-with  light  troops,   compofcd  of  Indians   and     xxxi. 
Canadians,  the  object  of  this  verbofe  proclama-      Trn* 
lion  was,  at  once  to  ftimulate  general  exertion 
in  a  caufe  felt  only  by  the  Britiili  corps  as  a 
matter  of  national  intereft,  and  to  alarm  the 
enemy,    on   account  of   the   probable    confe- 
qences  of  an  Indian  attack,  however  rcftrained 
by  the  general's  regulations,  and  the  promifes  of 
their  chiefs. 

The   Americans,   fmce   they  had  obtained  Fortifica- 
poffeflion  of  Ticonderoga   and  Crown  Point,  crown 
had  incrcafed  the  ftrength  of  the  fortifications,  Point  and 
and  extended  the  means  of  defence  by  works  r,conde- 
on    Mount   Independence,    which    they    had 
united   to  Ticonderoga  by  a  ftrono;  bridge  of 
twenty-two  funk   piers.     Had  thefe  fortifica- 
tions been  fufficiently  manned,  they  could  long 
have  withftood  all  the  efforts   of  the  Britiili 
army  ;    but   general  St.  Clair  had  only  three 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-fix  Americans, 
including  nine  hundred  militia,  badly  equipped 
and  worfe  armed,  for  the  defence  of  positions 
which  required  three  times  that  number. 

On   his  arrival  at  Crown  Point,   Burgoyne  30th June, 
iifued  orders  to  his  army,  in  which  he  told  them  Tl:ey  a? 

,,  ,       n  •       1  •   •       1  1  captured. 

that  the  lcrvices  required  were  critical  and  con- 
spicuous; occafions  might  occur,  in  which  nor 
difficulty,  nor  labour,  nor  life,  were  to  be  re- 
garded ;  but  the  army  muft  not  retreat.  His 
fiiil  object  being  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga, 
in  a  i'tw  days  he  had  nearly  furrounded  the 
works  of  that  fortrefs,  by  the  German  regi- 
ments under  general  Reidefel,  and  of  Mount 
Independence  with  the  Britiili ;  while  general 
Philips  creeled  a  battery  on  Sugar  Loaf  Hill, 
which  in  a  great  degree  commanded  both, 
though  not  nearer  than  fix  teen  hundred  yards. 

'  The 
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CHAP. 
XXXI. 

1777- 


5th.  July. 
Purfuit  of 
the  enemy. 

6th. 


7th. 

Aclion  be- 
tween ge- 
neral Fra- 
zer  and 
colonel 
Francis. 


The  Americans,  for  want  of  numbers,  had  not 
been  able  to  occupy  this  height.  Thus  cir- 
cumftanced,  St.  Clair  called  a  council  of  War; 
and  his  officers  unanimoufly  agreeing  that 
their  whole  force  could  not,  even  if  on  con- 
stant duty,  prevent  the  capture  of  the  place,  a 
retreat  was  effected  by  night  towards  Skenes- 
borough,  the  baggage,  provifions,  and  ftores 
being  difpatched  in  batteaux.  When  the  dawn 
enabled  the  Britim  forces  to  difcern  this  un- 
expected event,  a  purfuit  was  commenced ; 
commodore  Lutwych  removed  fome  ponder- 
ous, but  imperfect  obftructions  funk  in  the 
water;  and  major  Carter  of  the  Britifh  ar- 
tillery, with  gun-boats  manned  as  in  the 
preceding  year,  overtook  part  of  the  enemy's 
veffels  at  Skenefborough,  captured  five,  and 
obliged  them  to  deltroy  all  their  preparations 
at  that  place.  Burgoyne  advanced  with  the 
main  body  to  South  Bay,  which  the  enemy 
evacuated,  fetting  fire  to  their  mills,  works, 
and  ftore-houfes. 

Brigadier-general  Frazer,  being  de- 
tached to  purfue  the  fugitives  by  land  from 
Mount  Independence,  overtook  their  rear,  con- 
fifting  of  fifteen  hundred  chofen  troops,  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Francis,  and  com- 
menced an  engagement  near  Huberton,  though 
greatly  inferior  in  numbers  :  the  arrival  of 
fome  Germans  under  general  Reidefel,  who, 
by  a  feint,  made  his  force  feem  greater  than  it 
really  was,  decided  the  day  ;  the  Americans 
precipitately  fled  ;  their  commander,  with  feve- 
ral  other  officers,  and  two  hundred  men,  were 
killed ;  a  fnnilar  number  captured,  and  fix 
hundred  are  fuppofed  to  have  died  of  their 
wounds  undifcovercd  in  the  Avoods.  Another 
divifion  of  the  garrifon  was  purfued  by  colonel 

Hill, 


GEORGE    ITT.  623 

Hill,  who  routed  them  with  great  flaughter,   chap. 
compelling  them  to  retreat  to  the  heights  of  Vt#>v/«J( 
Fort  Edward,  after  fettimr.  fire  to  Fort  Anne.      x?77- 
On  the  defeat   of  colonel   Francis,    St.  Clair,  nth  July, 
after  a  fatiguing  march,  joined  general  Schuyler 
at  Fort  Ed  ward,  where  the  whole  American  force, 
including  militia,  did   not  exceed  four  thou- 
iand  four  hundred  men  ;x  and   if  the  country, 
within  a  reafonable  diftance,  could  have  been 
reckoned  upon  for  the  fubfiftence  of  an  army, 
Buvgoyne  might  have  followed  his  fucceifes, 
and  effectually  prevented  the  formation  of  any 
American  corps,  to   check  the  progrefs  of  hi", 
troops  to  New  York,  unlefs  Wafhington  moved 
again  ft  him.    But  as  the  obtaining  of  neceiVaries 
could  not  be  rendered  certain,  his  fole  depen- 
dence was  on  fupplies  of  fait  provifions  from 
England,  brought  through  Canada,  and  over 
the  lakes  Champlain  and  George,  with  infinite 
labour. 

Pursuing  his  route  to  Albany,  by  the  road  P^S*?"* 

%.''%/  Giiriciiltics 

leading  from  Skenefborough  to  HudibiTs  river,  0f Kur. 
Burgoyne  experienced   inconceivable  dirficul-  goync's 
ties  and  delays.     The  diftance  was  only  a  i'cw  drmy" 
miles;  but  nature  and  the  efforts  of  the  enemy 
had  clogged   it   with   accumulated    obftacles. 
The  Americans,  under  the  direction  of  general 
Schuyler,  felled  large  trees  from  a  continued 
foreli  on  both  fides  of  the  road,  and  into  Wood 
Creek,  fo  as  to  fall  acrofs  with  their  branches 
interwoven.     The  face  of  the    country  being 
broken  with  creeks  and  marines,  they  had  no 
lefs  than  forty    bridges  to   conftrucf,    one  of 
which  was  over  a  morafs,  two  miles  in  extent. 
This  difficult  march  could  not  be  avoided  in 

*  St.  Clair  was  tried  bv  n  court-martini  for  cowardice,  incapa- 
city, and  ticaclitr  in  evacuating  Ticondcroga,  but  honourably 
»ujuitted. 


pailin 
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chap,   palling  from  Skenclborough   to  Ticonderoga. 

si^^b         was  no*  Pom^e  to  proceed  by  the  fide  of 
i;77.      lake  George,   (there  being  no  road   for  thirty- 
fix  miles)  and  boats  nuift  have  been  drawn  for 
the    army   over  land   by  men,  from  Saw-mill 
Creek  on  lake  Champlain,  into  lake  George,  a 
diftance  of  nearly   two    miles.     This  decided 
Burgoyne    to  proceed   in    two    columns,    the 
troops  in  general  nailing    by   Skeiielborough, 
while  the  fmall  corps,  for  which  boats  could 
14th  to       be  got  into  lake  George,  took  that  route,  co- 
29th  July,  yercd  by   fonie  artillery   in   gun-boats.      The 
Americans  had    a  force  of  that  kind  on  the 
lake,   but  finding  it  infuiiicient  for  refiftance, 
deftroved  it  as  the  Britiih  advanced. 
TheAme-      T11  is  flow  progrefs  afforded  the  Americans 
ricans  re-    time  to  recruit  their  forces,  and  revive  enthufi- 

forcesheir    a^m-     Thedifcomfited  and  retreating  army  was 
reduced  to  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  men  ; 
but,  placed    between  the  inhabitants  and  the 
Britifh   general,  they  formed   a   point  of  ren- 
dezvous, and  abated  the  panic   of  the  people ; 
their  exertions  verified  the  obfervation  of  St. 
Clair   on    abandoning   Ticonderoga,    that  he 
,4th  juiy.   had  loft  a  poft,  but  laved  a  ftate.y     Burgoyne 
Proclama-   having    iiiued   a  proclamation,    requiring  de- 
li™ *       putations  of  ten  perlbns  from  each  townfhipto 
attend  him  at  Skenclborough,   Schuyler  pub- 
%lth  .        liihed  a    counter-proclamation,   reciting  with 

ana  Scbuy-  .  .       »   .    1  •,       j    1        .1 

kr.  "  exaggerations  the  violences  committed  by  the 
Britifh  army  in  New  Jerfey,  exhorting  the 
people  not  to  attend  to  the  promifes  of  the 
general,  on  pain  of  being  considered  traitors, 
;ii;d  commanding  the  militia  to  join  him  with- 
out delay.  Thefe  demands  were  more  than 
complied  with;  an  universal  alacrity  prevailed  ; 
the  formalities  of  convening,  draughting,  and 

7  See  his  letter  to  congrefs.  Remembrancer,  vol.  v.  p.  357. 

appointing 
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appointing  officers  were  difpenfed  with;  and  chap 
numbers  flocked   in  with  their  arms,  on   the     Xx^ 
mere  perfuafion  of  general  danger.     The  em-      177 
ployment   of  ih   large  an  Indian  force,  with- 
out letting  them  ufe  their  naturally  cruel  mode 
of  warfare,  and  the  confequent  appearance  of 
exaggeration  in  displaying  its  terrors,   contri- 
buted to  this  errect  in  the  minds  of  the  Ameri- 
cans,  while  the   Indians,  deprived  of  plunder 
and  fcalps  by  Burgoyne's  injunctions,  gradually 
deferred  when  no  more  preients  were  expected  ; 
and,    as  iome  were  fifteen  hundred  miles  dif- 
tantfroni  home,  an  early  retreat  was  necefiary 
to  reach  their  relidenee  before  the  upper  lakes 
were  frozen. 

The  New  England  ftates  being  very  po- 
pulous, an  army  poured  in  from  the  woods 
and  mountains  as  well  as  the  towns,  which,  by 
reinforcements  from  other  provinces,  foon 
amounted  to  thirteen  thoufand  men  :  inflamed 
by  daily  declamations  againft  Britifh  and  In- 
dian   cruelty,2    and   animated  with  the  hope 

a  Tlie  principal  inftance  of  Indian  cruelty,  and  which  was  co- 
pioufly  defcanted  on  both  in  America  and  England,  was  the  rtory  of 
Mifs  Macrea.  This  unfortunate  event,  diverted  of  all  rhetorical 
and  party  appendages,  is  thus  related  by  Ramlay:  (Hirtoryofthe 
American  Revolution,  v.  ii.  p.  37.)  "  This  young  lady,  ill  the  inno- 
"  cence  ot  youth,  and  bloom  of  beauty;  the  daughter  of  a  lleady 
«'  loyalift,  and  engaged  to  be  married  to  a  Britifli  officer,  was,  on 
u  the  very  day  of  her  intended  nuptials,  maflacrcd  by  the  favage 
**  auxiliaries  attached  to  the  Britilh  army.  Mr.  Junes,  her  lover, 
"  from  an  anxiety  for  her  fafety,  engaged  Come  Indians  to  remove 
"  her  from  amon:;  the  Americans  and  promifed  to  reward  the 
t!  per/on  who  mould  bring  her  fafe  to  him,  with  a  barrel  of  rum. 
"  Two  of  the  Indians  «  10  had  conveyed  her  fome  diftance,  on 
"  the  way  to  her  id  end  I  hulhand,  difputed  which  of  them  fliould 
«:  pre  fen  t  her  to  Mr.  Jones.  Both  were  anxious  for  the  reward. 
<<  One  of  them  1.  r  with  his  tomahawk,  to  prevent  the  othej 

**  from  receiving  it.  Burgoyne  obliged  the  Indians  to  deliver  up 
**  the  murderer,  and  threatened  to  put  him  to  death.  His  life  was 
"  only  fpared  upon  the  Indians  agreeing  to  terms,  which  the  general 
"  thought  would  be  more  efficacious  than  an  execution,  in  prevent - 
«   ing  hinilar  mifchiefb." 

that 
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chap,  that    the    royal   army,    by    pufhing    forward 

^^j  through  a  country  deftitute  of  provifions, 
i777.  would,  in  the  end,  be  incapable  of  advancing 
or  retreating*,  for  want  of  fupplies. 

?iegcof  When  Burgoyne  quitted  Canada,  brigadier- 

general  St.  Leger  was  detached  with  two  hun- 
ched Britifb,  two  hundred  American  loyalifts, 
and  a  number  of  German  chaffeurs,  to  meet 
four  hundred  Indians,  making  up  a  force  of 
about  a  thoufand  men.  He  proceeded  by  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  eroihng  lake  Ontario, 
between  Niagara  and  Ofwego,  invefted  Fort 
Stanwix  with  this  force,  and  eight  light  field 
pieces,  not  being  able  to  carry  a  befieging  ar- 
tillery, and  hoping  to  fucceed  by  an   aflault, 

<ithAug.    or   tnc    terror  0f    xhe  Indians.      A  party  of 

militia  fent  to  raife  the  fiege,  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Harkimer,  were  defeated  by 
the  Indians  in  a  very  gallant  aelion,  but  they 
loft  a  great  many  of  their  warriors,  and  the 
garrifon,  unawed  by  the  failure  of  this  at- 
tempt, and  undaunted  by  infmuations  of  the 
ungovernable  ferocity  of  the  Indians,  refufed 
to  furrender.  Two  enterprizing  orhcers,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Willett,  and  lieutenant  Stock- 
well,  pafiing  by  night,  undifcovercd,  through 
the  works  of  the  befiegers,  imparted  to  Schuy- 
ler the  fituation  of  the  fort.  A  body  for  its 
relief  had  alreadv  been  difpatched  under  gene- 
ral  Arnold ;  but  before  their  arrival  St.  Leger 
had  relinquifhcd  the  attempt.  A  perlbn  de- 
puted from  the  garrifon  alarmed  the  Indians  by 
accounts  of  the  vaft  force  which  was  coming  to 
attack  them;  and  made  fuch  a  deep impreilion 
on  this  part  of  St.  Leger's  army,  that  part  of 
them  decamped,  and  the  reft  threatened  to 
follow,  unlefs  the  Britifh  commander  would 
LUg*  retreat.     St.  Leger,  thus  deferted  by  great  part 

of 
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of  his  force,  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  opera-  chap, 
tions  with  fuch  precipitancy,  that  the  tents  and  2S2>i 
confiderable  quantities  of  flares  fell  into  the  i777. 
hands  of  the  garrifon.  The  Indians,  whole 
barbarities,  unreit rained  by  the  fevereft  injunc- 
tions, and  reported  with  malignant  exaggera- 
tions, had  been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Britifli 
caufe,  difappointed  of  other  plunder,  began 
pillaging  the  baggage  and  proviiions  of  the 
British  troops.  Such  was  the  termination  of 
an  enterprize  from  which  Burgoyne  expected  a 
diverfion  in  the  firft  initance  of  the  enemy's 
force,  and  finally  an  addition  to  his  own  by  a 
junction  with  general  St.  Leger,  at  the  point 
where  the  Mohawk  river  falls  into  the  Hud- 
son's, between  Saratoga  and  Albany. 

During  this  attempt  upon  Fort  Stanwix,  Expedition 
Burgoyne  conceived  that  a  rapid  move  forward  ^"^ 
would  be  productive  of  general  advantages; 
but  the  difficulty  of  enfuring proviiions,  and  the 
want  of  ox-teams,  carriages,  and  other  necef- 
faries,  making  that  a  molt  hazardous  under- 
taking,  he  was  induced  to  fend  a  party  for 
the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  fupply  from  the 
enemy's  ftores  near  Bennington.  Deluded  by 
erroneous  ftatements  of  the  ami  cable  difpofitior>s 
of  the  country,  he  detached  a  force  confifting 
only  of  fix  hundred  men.  The  Germans  were 
felected  for  this  purpofe,  as  the  country  was 
equally  favourable  for  their  employment  in  this 
as  any  other  detached  operation  from  the  main 
force,  and  general  Reidefel's  owndifmounted  re- 
giment of  dragoons  formed  a  part  of  the  force 
yi  order  to  procure  horfes,  as  Burgoyne  had  no 
other  cavalry.  The  whole  was  commanded  by 
colonel  Bauin.  On  the  lecond  day  of  his 
march,  after  obtaining  fome  flight  fuccefies, 
lie  was  informed  that  the  enemy  weieallemblmg 

in 
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chap,   in  great  force  from   New  Hampfhire  and  the 

xxxr.    borders  of  Connecticut,  for  the  defence  of  Ben- 

1777.      nington.   He  therefore  halted  at  Walloon  Creek, 

and  after  taking-  the  bed  pofition  in  his  power  at 

St.Creik's  Mills  near  Bennington,  difpatched  a 

meflenger  to  apprize  Burgoyneof  hrsfituation. 

Defeat  of    A  body  of  five  hundred  German  Grenadiers  and 

Baum  %*]1  infantry  was  lent  to  his  fuccour,  under 
lieutenant  colonel  Breyman  ;  but  owing  to  bad 
roads,  and  other  impediments,  this  corps  did  not 
advance  twenty-five  miles  in  thirty  hours ;  and 
before  their  arrival,  Starke,  an  American  sene- 
ral,  who  was  proceeding  with  troops  from  New 
Hampfhire  and  Maffachuflet's  Bay,  to  reinforce 
Schuyler,  deviating  from  his  route,  joined  co- 
lonel Warner  at  Bennington.  Baum,  attacked 
by  their  united  forces,  made  a  vigorous  defence, 
endured  a  galling  fire  of  mufketry  for  near  aft 
hour,  and  three  times  drove  the  enemy  from 
commanding  ground  ;  but  their  numbers  con- 
tinually augmenting,  and  the  colonel's  force 
being  decreafed  by  the  defertion  of  the  Indians 
and  other  irregular  corps,  the  Germans  were  at 
length  broke  and  driven  into  the  woods,  leav- 
ing their  commander  mortally  wounded  on  the 

andBrey-  field.  The  victors  immediately  advanced  to 
the  attack  of  Breyman,  who  expended  all  his 
ammunition  in  a  gallant  refinance,  and  was 
then  compelled  to  leek  fafety  by  retreating  to 
the  main  army,  which  advanced  to  receive  him 
at  Batten  Hill.  The  lofs  in  thefe  two  actions 
was  fix  hundred  men.  The  misfortune  was 
principally  owing  to  the  accidental  palling  of 
general  Starke's  corps,  and  the  difficulties 
which  prevented  Breyman  from  reaching 
Baum  before  he  was  attacked,  by  which  they 
were  defeated  feparately.  It  has  been  objected 
to  Burgoyne  that  he  lent  German  regiments  on 
2  this 


GEORGE      III.  529 

ihis  bufinefs.  The  truths  of  their  clofe  forma-  chap. 
tion  unfitting  them  for  wood  fighting,  and  their  J^*f^ 
being  heavily  armed,  are  unqucftionable  ;  but  i777. 
the  Germans  formed  half  the  army,  and  were 
growing  jealous  at  not  being  confided  in  for 
detached  duties.  Their  dragoons  were  lent 
from  England  to  mount  themfelves  forfervice, 
from  which  it  appears  that  they  were  originally 
felected  to  aft  in  the  moll  woody  part  of  the 
country  ;  though  their  fcrviees  were  on  this 
occafion  unfortunately  mifapplied  by  the  ge- 
neral. Necefiity  probably  occasioned  the 
whole  difafter.  Minifters  could  difpatch  nQ 
other  troops  but  Germans,  and  Burgoyne  was 
compelled  to  employ  them ;  but  an  army, 
compofed  of  different  nations  and  intereits, 
could  not  be  relied  on  for  exertions  in  propor- 
tion to  its  numbers. 

This  misfortune,  and  the  failure  of  St.  Le-  E fleas  of 
ger's  operations,  formed  the  leading  features  in  t^fe<WL 
the  ruin  of  Burgoyne's  expedition,  and  he  heard 
of  both  nearly  at  the  fame  time.  :  expedi- 

tion againft  Bennington  proved  that  the 
Brunfwickers  could  not  well  be  employed  Se- 
parately, and  the  Americans  felt  lets  apprehen? 
lion  at  that  fuperiority  of  difcipline  which  in  ti 
open  country  would  have  given  the  Germans 
a  decided  advantage.  A  party  of  American 
In/aiiiis,  on  their  way  to  join  Burgoyne,  attach- 
ed tb.  em  leh'os  to  Baum's  corps,  and  were  de- 
ltroyed  with  it,  which  prevented,  in  a  great 
meailire,  iimilar  attempts  to  join  the  royal  army. 
The  Cauadiai  .d  Indians  who  effected  their 
retreat  from  Baum  and  Breyman's  corps,  de- 
tailed with  exaggeration  the  valour  of  the 
Americans  who  had  driven  them  back,  and 
difpirited  their  countrymen  who  had  not  been 
in  action,  fo  that  a  very  extcniive  defection 
vol.   II.  .-    m  took 
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took  place  among  the  Indians,  and  the  Cana~ 
dian  boatmen  and  drivers  employed  with  the 
army  took  every  opportunity  to  return  home, 
although  it  was  known  that  many  were  killed 
by  the  Indian  deferters,  who  thus  obtained  1 
fcalp  to  exhibit  as  a  trophy.3 

The  Americans  on  the  other  hand,  unufed 
to  fuccefs  for  a  long  period,  felt  its  full  force, 
and  nocked  to  the  ftandard  of  general  Gates, 
whom  congrefs  had  appointed  to  arrefl  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Britiih  and  German  forces. 

Bcjrgoyne,  who  had  croiled  the  Hudfon's 
river  bv  a  bridge  formed  of  felled  trees,  cut  in 
lengths  and  fattened  together,  fell  back  upon 
Duer's  Houfeto  cover  the  convoy  of  provifions 
from  Canada,  and  having  no  other  reiource  in 
contemplation,  except  the  co-operation  of  ge- 
neral Howe's  army,  ferit  an  omcer  to  Albany 
for  intelligence. 

Having  by  immenfe  labour  collected  a 
month's  fait  provifions,  Burgoyne,  under  all  thefe 
difcouragements,  determined  to  advance,  ac- 
cordingto  inftructions  which  he  conceived  to  be 
fo  peremptory,  and  connected  with  the  general 
operations  of  the  king's  forces  in  America,  that 
.he  did  not  even  attempt  to  fhelterhimfelf  under 
the  opinion  of  a  council  of  war,  but  again 
croiled  the  Hudfon's,  and  took  port  on  the 
heights  of  Saratoga,  giving  up  all  communiea- 
tion  with  his  magazines  in  Canada. 


3  The  manner  of  obtaining  thefe  barbarous  trophies  is  no  objocl 
of  confideration  among  the  Indians,  cunning  being  as  much  refpec't- 
cl  a.j  valour  by  a  people  whofc  fubliftence  depends  principally  on 
hunting.  For  this  reafon  the  rewards  which  Burgoyne  gave  to  the 
Indians  for  living  prifoners,  byre  no  cftimation  in  companion  with 
their  lcalps,  and  great  difguft  was  occafioned  by  reftric"ring  them  in 
this  point ;  at  leaft  it  was  made  a  ftrong  ground  for  quitting  him  ;  fo 
that  while  he  was  abufed  by  the  Americans  for  cruelty,  the  Indian* 
deferred  him  for  the  want  of  it,  and  thus  he  fuffersd  the  ufual  inconve- 
nience which  attends  half  mealiness. 

'  3  After 
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After  pafTmg  fome  days  in  repairing*  roads,    chap, 
fcr    approaching   the    American    forces,    Bur-    vJ^S^ 
goyne's    army     again    advanced     in    feveral      *777- 
columns,  the  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  ninth,  I?1}'':   e 

l  &  '«  •  i  "  i  /«  wattle  of 

twentieth,  twenty-firft,  twenty-fourth,  and  nx-  StillWater. 
tv-fecond  B;iiilh  regiments  on  the  right,  with 
their  artillery,  taking  two  roads  on  the  heights, 
and  through  the  woods,  to  Freeman's  Farm. 
The  German  regiments  of  Rhetz,  Specht,  Reide- 
fel,  and  HeiTe  Hanau,  infantry,  with  Breyman's 
grenadiers  and  ehaffeurs,  and  part  of  the 
forty-feventh  Britilh  regiment,  followed  the 
great  route  to  Alhany  hy  the  river  fide,  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  baggage  and  proviiions  floated 
down  in  boats,  or  drawn  in  carriages  on  this, 
the  only  good  road. 

Of  the  five  hundred  Indians  originally  with 
the  army,  not  more  than  fifty  now  remained 
who  were  attached  to  the  Britifh  column  on  the 
tight,  with  two  hundred  American  loyalifts,  and 
eighty  Canadian  light  infantry. 

About  noon  the  Americans  tinder  Arnold, 
who,  the  preceding  day,  had  fired  upon  fome 
ftraggleis,  attacked  the  Britilh  corps  with 
great  fpirit,  and  afevere  conflict  continued  un- 
til dulk,  when  Phillips,  who  commanded  the 
left"  column,  brought  up  the  Germans  to  join  in 
a  general  charge,  which  was  completely  fuccefs- 
ful,  the  Americans  being  driven  within  their 
lines.  This  advantage  was,  however,  dearly 
purchafed,  molt  of  the  artillery -inert  were  killed 
at  their  guns,  and  the  fixty-fecond  regiment 
loft  more  than  two  thirds  of  its  effective  fotdiers; 
the  other  Britilh  corps  alfo  fuffered  in  a  great 
'proportion,  and  in  the  conrfe  of  this  day  Biir- 
goyneV  force  fuftained  a  lofs  of  more  than  fix 
hundred  men. 

Th  B  Americans  certainly  loft  an  equal  num- 
ber, but  they  had  now  tried  their  ftrength  with 
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every  nation  oppofed  to  them,  and  Burgoyne 
being  obliged  to  halt,  for  the  collection  and  care 
of  his  wounded,  produced  the  effect  of  a  defeat, 
and  encouraged  a  ipirit  of  enthufiafm  through- 
out the  v.  hole  of  the  New  England  dates,  which 
Gates  foon  felt  by  reinforcements  of  every  de- 
scription, many  perfons  even  bringing  their 
own  provifions,  as  well  as  ammunition,  to  his 
army. 

A  further  misfortune  had  befallen  Bur- 
goyne, on  the  day  preceding  this  action,  the 
Americans  having  fecretly  detached  a  corps  to 
his  rear,  furprifed  three  companies  of  the  fifty- 
third  regiment,  and  deftroyed  the  boats  on 
lake  George,  which  had  been  employed  in  the 
conveyance  of  provifions  ;  and  though  unequal 
in  numbers,  and  wanting  artillery  for  the  cap- 
ture of  Ticonderoga,  an  attempt  was  made  upon 
it,  as  well  as  Diamond  Ifland,  in  the  middle  of 
the  lake,  where  there  was  a  depot  of  ftores  for 
the  Britim  army. 

Thus,  in  fact,  was  the  retreat  of  Burgoyne 
effectually  prevented  ;  and  with  a  fuperior  army 
in  his  front,  lie  judged  it  prudent  to  wait  events 
and  intellis'enc'e  from  the  ibuthward,  ftrenffth- 
ening  the  pofition  which  he  had  taken  after 
the  action  of  the  lQtli  of  September,  between 
Freeman's  Farm  and  Still  Water. 

Finding  his  difficulties  daily  augmenting, 
his  numbers  diminifhed  to  lefs  than  fix  thou* 
fand,  and  reduced  to  half  the  ufual  allowance 
of  provifions,  the  forage  exhaufted,  horfes 
peri  tiling  for  want,  and  no  apparent  profpect  of 
relief,  Burgoyne  refolVed  on  a  defperate  attempt 
to  diflodge  the  enemy  from  their  poft  on  the 
left.  In  order  to  cannonade  them  out  of  their 
pofition,  he  advanced  with  fifteen  hundred  men; 
but  this  detachment  had  fcarcely  formed  with- 
in 


GEORGE     III,  53 


B 


in  half  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  intrenchments,    chap, 
when  they  were  fuddenly  attacked  by  a  fupe-    sJ^y^J. 
fior  force  under  Arnold,  and  obliged  to  retreat      l7ff* 
to  their  camp  with  the  lofs  of  fix  pieces  of  can- 
non.    They  had  hardly  gained  the  lines,  when  His  lines 
a  furious  ali'ault  was  made  on  them  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, which  was  repulfed  in  the  Englifh  quar- 
ter, and  Arnold  wounded;  but  the  German  in- 
trenchments were    carried,   Colonel  Brevman 
killed,  about  two  hundred  prifoners  taken,  and 
general  Frazer  mortally  wounded. 

Thus  critically  fituated,  Burgoyne  changed  Changes 
his  pofrtion,  with  great  ability  and  celerity,  in  J-JJnp 
thenightaftertheaction;  theenemy  confequent- 
ly  made  ancwdifpoiition,  but  although  greatly 
fuperior  in  numbers,  and   elated  with  fuccefs, 
prudently  declined  an  engagement,  in  the  hopes 
of  furroLinding  the  Britjm  army.      Burgoyne,  §th  oj{, 
perceiving  this  intention,  fell  back  in  two  days  Falls  baefc 
march  by  Dovcgot  Houie  to  Saratoga,  unoppofed  l 
by  theenemy,  breaking  the  roads  and  bridges  in 
his  retreat.  Being  unable  to  remove  the  wounded, 
who  were  very  numerous,  for  want  of  carriages, 
he  left  them   in  tents,   under  the  care   of  Dr. 
Hayes,  as  head  of  the  medical  department,  with 
afiiitants  equally  well  chofen,   and  orders  to 
fend  out  a  liag  of  truce,   conveying   a  recom- 

ndation  of  them  to  the  humanity  of  general 
Gates  and  his  army,  in  all  of  which  general 
Burgoyne's  expectations  weremoft  perfectly  rea- 
lifed.  Thus  difembarraffed,  he  halted  at  Sara- 
toga, precluded  from  a  retreat  to  lake  George, 
or  Skenefboi  h,  by  a  corps  of  Americans, 
collected  in  force  on  the  opposite  fide  of  Ilud- 
fon's  river;  which  equally  prevented  an  endea- 
vour once  thought  of  to  retire  in  the  night 
to  Fort  Edward,  and  wait  events.  This  march 
was  in  ibme  meafure  arranged;   each   Jbldier 
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chap,  being  directed  to  carry  a  few  days  provisions 
SS^   on  ms  back,  but  ^  was  afterwards  given  up, 
*777«     when   it   was  difcovered  that  the  heights  of 
Fort  Edward,  and  every  other  communication 
with  Canada,  was  occupied  by  the  Americans, 
and  that,  even  in  the  event  of  fuccefsfuDy  reach- 
ing Fort  George,  the  army  rauft  furrender  for 
want  of  provifions  or  boats  to  crofs  the  lake, 
which  had  been  deftroyed  by  the  Americans,  in 
their  expedition  on  the  18th  of  September,  to 
prevent  his  retreat  to  Ticonderoga. 
13th oa.        Enfeebled  by  daily  loffes,  his  provifions 
Calls  a       reduced  to  eight  day's  fubhftence.   and  num- 
war.  bers  of  his  German  foldiers  being  enticed  to 

defert  and  become  fettlers,  Burgoyne  called 
a  council  of  war,  at  which,  not  only  field  of- 
ficers, but  captains  ainfted  ;  and  it  was  unani- 
moufly  refolved  to  enter  into  a  convention 
Arranges  a  with  Gates,  for  furrender  of  the  army.  The 
conven-  convention,  after  fomedifcufhons,  was  adjuited, 
and  confiderina:  theincreafins:  force  and  advan- 
tageous  iituation  of  the  Americans,  the  terms 
xsth  oa  were  unexceptionable.  The  troops  were  to 
march  out  of  their  intrenchments  with  the 
honours  of  war  to  a  certain  diftance,  where 
they  were  to  leave  their  arms  and  artillery  : 
they  were  to  have  a  free  paffage  to  Great  Bri- 
tain in  tranfports  from  Bofton,  on  condition 
of  not  ferving  in  America  again  during  the 
war,  unlefs  exchanged.  The  remaining  arti- 
cles related  only  to  the  march  of  the  troops 
to  New  England,  the  return  of  the  Canadians 
to  their  homes,  and  the  treatment  of  the  other 
officers  and  foldiers,  until  embarked  for  Eu- 
rope. b 

Gates 

!»  Burgoyne  infilled  on  the  word  convention,  inftead  of  capitula- 
tion, being  ufedy  in  order,  to  aflimilate  it  to  the  treaty  of  Cloftcrfcven 

VR 
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Gates  having  every  thing  to  hope  from   chap. 
his  prefent  fuccefs,  and  from  i'peecliiy  reinforc-    ^^r, 
ing  Washington's  army,   fu  tiered  his  original      J777. 
draft  of  articles  to  he  modified,  fo  as  to  pre-  tio°  JJa" 
vent  a  further  effufion  of  hlood,  and  fpare  as  Gates. 
much   as   poflible  the  feelings  of  Burgoyne's 
troops.     Atthemomentof  theirfurrender, every  Surrender 
circumftance  was  avoided  which  could  be  con-  °?  tbe  Bn" 
ftrued  into  an  appearance  of  triumph.      The 
Americans    remained    in    their   lines   till   \he 
Britiih  and  German  regiments  had  piled  their 
arms  ;  the  captive  generals  were  received  with 
refpecl  and  kiudnels  ;  a  number  of  the  princi- 
pal officers  of  both  armies  met  at  general  Gates' 
quarters,  and  feemed  to  forget,  in  focial  and  con- 
vivial pleafures,   that  they  had  been  enemies. 
The  foldieiy  received  rations  of  frcih  provi- 
fions  from  the  American  commiffaries,  and  pro- 
ceeded   inftantly   on   their  march   to   Bolton, 
having  no  communication  with  the  American 
troops,  for  fear  of  difputes. c 

Numehous  complaints,  and  contradictory  Pr?***' 
allegations  and  inferences,  neceffarily  arofe  cifntoa. 
from  the  conduct  and  ifl'ue  of  this  affair,     A 


in  the  feven  years  war,  (1756  to  1763)  entered  into  by  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  with  a  view  to  laving  the  difgrace  of  a  common  fur- 
render,  and  bv  preventing  all  idea  of  the  troops  being  prifoners  to  any 
power  which  might  afterwards  join  the  Americans,  he  hoped  to  get 
them  empioyed,  fo  as  to  enable  Great  Britain  to  fend  an  equal  number 
of  men  to  America  in  tbe  fpring. 

c  The  number  of  men  furrendered  was  5752,  of  whom  tioo,  be- 
ing Canadian  volunteers,  were  by  the  articles  permiru-d  to  return  : 
528  were  left  in  the  hoipital  when  Burgoyne  began  his  retreat  to 
Saratoga;  and  it  is  computed  that  in  the  other  actions,  from  the  6th 
of  July  to  the  time  of  capitulation,  the  lo/s  in  killed,  wounded, 
prifoners,  anddefcrters,  was  2933.  The  artillery  and  ftores  captured, 
connfted  of  35  bral's  cannons  and  mortars,  and  7000  (tand  or  arms, 
b-fules  the  military  chert,  large  quantities  of  ordnance  ftores,  cloath- 
ing  for  7000  provincials,  tents,  and  other  articles.  The  papers  laid 
before  parliament  illuftrative  of  this  campaign,  in  all  its  parts,  are 
published  in  the  parliamentary  rcgiller, 

CO- 
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CHAP,    co-operation  was   expected  from   Sir  William 
xxxi.     Howe,  which  he  was  unable  to  effect  in  con- 
**7:rh      Sequence  of  his  march  to   Philadelphia.     Sir 
Henry  Clinton  was  afterwards  folicited  to  affift, 
but  no  blame  attaches  to  him.     This  general 
was  ftationed  at  New  York  with  a  final!  force, 
limited,  in  confequence  of  a  mifunderftanding 
between  him  and  Howe,  to  a  bare  fufficiencv  for 
defence,   and  under  an    expreis  prohibition  to 
Sept.  . .      undertake  any  operation  which  could  endanger 
upThe'1'01'  tne  ^ty-     He  rccei^di,  at  a  latefeafon,  a  reiii- 
North         forcement  of  feventeeri  hundred  recruits  from 
nver.  Europe,  Avhich  enabled  him  to  commence  an 

expedition  up  the  North  river,  for  the  purpofe 
of  conquering  fome  forts  which  prevented  the 
paffage  of  Britifh  veiiels  to  Albany,  and  of  open- 
ing a  communication  with  Burgoyne,  when  lie 
ihouldhavefucceeded  in  his  cnterprize,  of  which 
at  that  period  he  had  not  intimated  a  doubt. 
lakes  Thrke   thoufand    men  were  convoyed  by 

Forts  commodore  Iiotham  to  Verplanks  Point,  which 

andMont-  lord  llawdon,  aid-de-camp  to  Clinton,  had  been 
-cnjery.  ditpatched  to  reconnoitre  in  a  frigate,  but  had 
not  been  able  to  approach  fufficiently  near  to 
ithOft.  afcertain  the  practicability  of  landing.  The 
difembarkation  was  effected  without  rehftance; 
and  Putnam,  deceived  by  the  feint,  haftened  to 
occupy  the  panes  on  the  eaftern  fliore,  with  two 
thoufand  men,  drawn  principally  from  the 
forts,  convinced  that  Clinton  intended  puihing 
through  the  eaftern  highlands  to  join  Burgoyne. 
The  Britifh  general,  at  day-break,  palled  over 
to  Stoney  Point,  on  the  Weft  fide  of  the  river, 
with  two  thoufand  one  hundred  men,  leaving 
the  remainder  to  defend  Verplank's.  They 
marched  acrofs  the  Donerberg,  a  fteep  moun- 
tain, which  overhangs  the  river,  and  where,  as 
the  path  only  admitted  three  men  abrealt,  a 

fmall 


GEORGE    IIL  537 

fmall  guard  could  have  impeded  their  progrefs.    chap. 
The  Americans  had  neglected  this  precaution     xxxi. 
from   a  confidence  that  no  attempt  would  be      1777. 
made;    the  troops  palled,  and  alTailed  at  the 
fame    moment    Fort    Montgomery  and    Fort 
Clinton,  divided  from  each  other  only  by   a 
Creek  called  Poplop's  Kill.    Colonel  Campbell 
commanded  the  attack  on  Fort  Montgomery, 
•which,  not  being  itrongly  fortified,   was  foon 
taken  without  any  lofs  worthy  of  notice,  except 
that  of  the  brave  leader  of  the  divifion. 

Fort  Clinton  was  built  on  a  rocky  ele- 
vation, and  could  be  approached  only  over  a 
pafs,  between  a  lake  and  a  precipice,  covered 
Avith  felled  trees,  and  commanded  by  ten  pieces 
of  artillery.  It  was  neceifary  to  attack  both 
the  forts  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  and  to  delay 
the  attack  on  Fort  Clinton  till  the  engagement 
at  Fort  Montgomery  mould  be  judged  to  have 
become  ierious.  Night  rendered  the  movements 
of  the  troops  lefs  expoied,  and  they  proceeded 
in  total  filcnce,  under  a  tremendous  fire,  to  the 
foot  of  the  work,  where  they  pufhed  each  other 
up  into  the  embrafures.  After  a  fliort  conflict 
the  rampart  was  cleared  ;  the  Americans,  re- 
tiring behind  the  eiplanadc,  fired  a  laft  volley, 
and  laid  down  their  arms.  Notwithstanding 
this  provocation  the  aflailants  fhewed  a  digni- 
fied moderation  in  victory  :  not  a  man  was  flain 
but  thofe  who  fell  in  the  ftruggle  on  the  ram- 
parts. One  hundred  and  forty  Britifh  troops 
were  killed  and  wounded  ;  among  the  former 
were  captain  Stewart,  major  Skill,  and  count 
Grabowiky,  a  Poliih  volunteer,  who  in  his  laft 
moments  lent  his  fword  to  lord  Rawdon,  as  a 
teftimony  that  he  died  in  a  manner  not  un- 
worthy the  partner  of  his  dangers. 
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The  Americans  had  in  the  river  an  armed 
force,  confining  of  two  mips,  twogallies,  and  an 
armed  (loop,  for  the  protection  of  whichamaf- 
fy  boom,  confining  of  huge  rafts  of  timber 
.  connected  by  cables,  and  an  iron  chain  weigh- 
ing upwards  of  fifty  tons,  were  uretched  acrofs 
the  river  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  a  mount 
called  St.  Anthony's  Nofe.  This  bulwark  ef- 
fectually fecured  the  mips  from  attack  by  wa- 
ter ;  but  when  the  forts  were  taken,  their  fafety 
was  at  an  end.  The  Captains  filently  flipped 
their  cables  in  the  dark  ;  but  the  wind  fruf- 
trating  their  attempt  to  efcape,  they  fired  the 
vefiels  with  all  their  fails  fet. 

Fort  Constitution  was,  immediately  on 
the  capture  of  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton, 
deftroyed  by  its  commandant;  and  major  ge- 
neral Tryon  demoliihed  a  new  fettlement  called 
Continental   Village,    containing  barracks  for 
fifteen  hundred  men.    A  flying  fquadron,  under 
Sir  James   Wallace,  afcending  the  river,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  burning  a  great  number  of  American 
veifels.     A  military  detachment,  under  general 
Vaughan,   landed  at  Eibpus  Creek,  and  after  a 
•flight  refinance  deftroyed  two  batteries  and  aji 
armed  galley;   the  general  then  continued  his 
march  to  the  town,  which  he  wantonly  burned 
•to  allies,  with-  a  great  collection  of  itores  and 
.provifions.      This    expedition    did    important 
-injury  to  the  American  intereft:  the  troops  re- 
turned  in   fafety  to  New  York. 

When  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  commencing 
•this  fpirited  undertaking,  he  wrote  to  general 
Howe,  imparting  his  intentions,  with  his  notions 
.of  their  importance,  but  without  difguifmg  his 
-opinion  that  the  attempt  on  the  forts  was  def- 
perate,  though  it  might  be  tried  without  en- 
dangering 
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dangering  New  York.     Howe,  alarmed  at  the   chap. 
vigour  displayed  by  Wafhingtori,  in  the  attack    ^J^ 
on  German  Town,  difcouraged  Clinton's  pro-      xm- 
jeer,   and  ordered  him,    unlefs  fpecdy  fuccefs 
was  certain,  to  defift,  and  difpateh  the  troops 
intended  to  be  fo  employed,  to  his  affiftance  at 
Philadelphia.    This  letter,  had  it  been  received 
in  time,  would   have  prevented  the  execution 
of  Clinton's   plan.     When  he   had  taken  the  Clinton's 
two  forts,  he  was  a  hundred  and  thirty-fix  miles  ,nte,li- 
diftant  from  Burgoyne  :  lie  had,  foon  after  his  Burgoyr' 
departure   from  New  York,   received  a  letter, 
requefting  him  to  make  a  diverfion,  which  the 
operation  he    was  then    engaged  in    was    well 
calculated  to  effect  ;  but  Burgoyne  having  yet 
met  with  no  check,  did  notfolicit  aid.  The  day 
afterthe  capture  of  the  forts,  an  officer  in  difguife  6th  oa, 
arrived;  but  he  only  represented,  that  if  Bur- 
goyne did  not  hear  of  co-operation  by  the  tenth 
of  October,   he  ihould  be  obliged,  bv  the  fear 
of  wanting  provifions,  to  retire  to   Fort  Ed- 
ward.    General  Clinton  would  then  have  ad- 
vanced to  his  relief,  but  found  it  impracticable 
to  remove  the  impediments  in   the  river,  and 
ire   the  requifite  ftore  of  provifions  within 
the  time.     He  had  already  commiflioned  gene- 
ral  Vaughan  to  proceed  with  feventcen  hundred 
men  as  high  as  his  pilots  could   carry  him,  to 
co-operate  with  Burgoyne,  and  even  join  him 
ifneceffary.     General  Vaughan  had  advanced 
a  hundred  miles:  he  was  ftill  truly  diftant  from 
Albany,  and  imii't  have  traverfed  fixty  more  to 
i     ch  Burgoyne:    but   foon  after  the  deftruc- 

i  of]  he  wrote  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  I9th« 

that  h         aid  obtain   no  certain  intelligence, 
did  learn,  filled  him  with  appre- 
;.     '   .i.    Bil  le'sfurrender  had  then  already 

j  2  taken 
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chap.   taken  place.     Had  Clinton    endeavoured    to 
S^i^   move  forward,  Putnam  was  in  furricient  force 
»777«      to  fruitrate  the   attempt,   and   Gates's    army, 
flufhed  with  fuccefs,  had  no  immediate  opera- 
tion to  occupy  them  after  Burgoyne's  furren- 
der.  He  therefore  executed  all  that  was  poflible, 
according  to  the  ftate  of  his  information,  and 
the  extent  of  his  force,  in  making  the  diverfion, 
which  he  expected  would  have  covered  the  ge- 
.  neral's  retreat  to  Ticonderoga;  but  he  could 
not  take  the  forts,  penetrate  to  Albany,  and 
afterwards  maintain  the  communication  ;  and 
Burgoyne's  want  of  pro  vifions  muft  have  obliged 
him  to  furrender  without  a  force  furricient  to 
open  the  country  for  fuppliesd. 

<*  In  this  chapter,  befides  the  papers  publifhed  by  authority  of  par- 
liament, the  hiltories,  and  the  periodical  works,  I  have  confulted 
the  pamphlets  of  bir  William  Howe,  general  Burgoyne,  Mr.  Gallo- 
way, and  many  anonymous  writers,  and  have  been  aflifted  by 
highly  valuable  private  information. 
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APPENDIX. 

PRECIS  of  Letters  relative  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  France  between  Ruffia  and  the 
Porte. 


Lord  Stcrmont,  embajfador  at  Paris,  to  the  Secretary 

of  State. 

March,  1773. 

T_Iis  long converfation  with  due  d'AnguillononTuef- 
A  day  JOth  March.  The  duke  read  to  him  part 
of  adifpatch  from  M.  Durand,  dated  3d  March,  dwelt 
Jong  on  the  ambitious  views  of  Ruffia,  her  demands  on 
the  Porte,  and  her  aiming  to  reign  defpotically  in  the 
North  by  regulating  the  government  of  Sweden,  and 
by  attacking  that  kingdom  in  concert  with  Denmark 
— that  France  could  not  tamely  look  on,  and  fee  her 
molt  ancient  ally  treated  in  that  manner.  Mult  fup- 
port  Sweden,  if  attacked,  being  bound  thereto  by  every 
tie  of  interelr.  and  honour.  Lord  Stormont  anfwered, 
that  much  depended  on  the  mode  of  fupporting 
Sweden,  and  that  there  was  one  particular  mode 
Great  Britain  could  not  receive  with  indifference — 
that  the  king  wilhed  to  avoid  whatever  could  riillurb 
the  good  harmony,  and  his  lordlhip  hoped  France 
would  avoid  the  only  pierre  d'achoppement  in  the 
way.  The  duke  faid  we  always  backed  our  friendly 
profeflions  with  a  declaration  which  infiited  on  France 
giving  up  her  honour,  by  abandoning  her  old  ally 
threatened  with  deiiruction,  and  thai  France  could 
not  do  that.  On  lord  Stormont'a  perceiving  that  the 
duke  feerued  to  hope  we  would  not  curry  things  to  ex- 
tremity, his  lordlhip  explained  fully  and  clearly,  that 
a  French  fleet  in  the  Baltic,  mull  draw   a  Britifh  one 

thither 
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thither  too propofed  that  Fiance  might  give  other 

fuccours — that  if  the  two  fleets  went  to  the  Baltic,  the 
French  fleet  would  be,  in  effecl:,  no  fuccour  to  Sweden. 
That  neutrality  on  both  fides  would  anfwer  the  fame 
purpofe.  No,  fays  the  duke,  it  will  not  anfwer  one 
great  purpofe,  (viz.)  the  laving  the  honour  of  Fiance. 
Lorti  Si  rmont  fully  explained  that  he  had  never  faid, 
that  the  Britifh fleet  that  would  follow  the  French  fleet 
would  attack  it,  but  could  not  fay  what  accidents 
•would  happen  from  two  fleets  in  the  fame  teas-— 
thought  he  left  the  duke  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  our 
being  relblved  on  what  we  had  often  declared,  but  he 
feared  France  was  gone  too  far  to  recede.  If  they  fee 
us  upon  our  guard,  and  either  keep  pace  or  get  be- 
fore them,  will  operate  more  ftrongly  than  any  decla- 
ration. 


(Private.)  Paris,  4th  April. 

A  council  had  been  held  at  Verfailles  28th  March, 
in  which  the  duke  declared  that  Sweden   demanded 
and  preffed  for  the  promifed  fuccours ;  he  was  anfwered 
that  he  might  arrange  matters  with  the  comptrollers 
general;  he  replied  that  Sweden  would  not  accept  a 
iiibfidy,  but  infifted  on  a  fecours  de  force.     This  was 
flrongly  objected   to  by  fome  members,  who  were  of 
opinion  that  oilier  great  powers  would  not  look  on 
ibch  a  Hep  with  indifference,  and  it  might  lead  to  a 
general  war.     The  duke  pertifted  in  his  opinion,  faid 
that   a  ficet  of  fourteen  fail  might  be  equipped  in  a 
month  ;  that  England  would  not  oppofethat  Hep,  and 
I  would  alii  ft.     The  French  king  was  out   of 
humour,  and  the  members,  after  declaring  their  fehti- 
.  faid  no  more. — Duke's  opinion  prevailed,  and 
orders  werefent  immediately  to  Brett,  for  arming  twelve 
fhips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  on    board   which 
were  to  befeven  thoufand  failors.     This  was  fo  much 
above  the  ufual  complement,  that  it  was  fuppofed  to 
include  officers  and  foldiers  under  the  name  of  failors. 
He  was  informed  early  that  morning,  the  4th  of  April, 
tl       the  armament  atBrefl  would  not  take  place,  but 
that  an  armament  was  ordered  immediately  at  Toulon, 
for  twelve  or  thirteen  fliips,   capable  of  being  ready 
.    foori,  under  pretence  of  excrcifing  the  tailors. 

His 
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His  informer  exprefsly  added,  that  the  feven  thoufand 
iailors  at  Breft  were  not  countermanded. 

(Private.) 

Paris,  7th  April,  1 772. 

Duke,  in  the  conference  of  the  fixth  inftant,  laid 
that  lord  Stormout  might  confider  the  armament  at 
Toulon  as  certain,  and  mention  it  as  fuch  to  his  court, 
that  orders  were  actually  lent;  and  then  added,  ce 
[era  line  Jiotte  devolution,  come  nous  en  avons  on 
I'anyee  pajjee.  Long  reafo'nings  on  both  fides — lord 
Stormont  with  a  proper  firmnefs  declared,  that  though 
he  had  not  in'  the  former  dil'courfe  mentioned  the 
Mediterranean,  yet  the  argument  he  had  before  made 
uie  of,  applied  full  as  flrongly  to  the  Mediterranean 
as  to  the  Baltic,  and  on  atking  the  duke  if  he  ferioufly 
meant,  that  he  fhould  fay  the  Heel  was  only  meant 
for  evolutions,  he  replied  that  he  meant  it,  but  that  it 
was  indeed  poilible,  quelle  fiafleroit  au  fecqurs  dc  la 
Suede. 

(Private.) 

Paris,  21ft  April,  1775- 

Lord  Stormont  had  heard  that  in  a  council  he'd 
the  12  th  of  April,  the  duke  had  given  a  candid  and  fair 
report  of  their  converfations,  and  that  the  refolutionof 
the  council  was  unanimous,  by  which  he  hoped  it  was  a 
moderate  one.  That  towards  the  end  of  the  week,  which 
mult  be  about  the  15th  or  Kith,  it  was  reported  about 
Paris,  that  the  armament  at  Toulon  was  fufpended  or  con- 
fiderably  reduced — this  was  confirmed  on  the  Sun< 
evening  the  eighteenth.  On  the  aOth  he  fawthe  duk  , 
who  laid,  in  a  carelefs  manner,  a:  ons  nun.: 

ordre  dc  fufpendre  Varmcment  dc  Toulon;  he  then  fa 
that  two  frigates  only  would  be  fent  to  the  Ai 
Iago,  and  three  (hips  of  the  line  to  Brett,  to  which  de- 
partment they  belonged.     The  other  nine  (hi] 
the  frigates  deilined  lor  the  Jiotte  devolution  woi 
be  fufpended  till  the  latter  end  of  the   fu  ,   • 

he  hoped  the  fitting  of  it  out  would  caufe  no  tenfatii 
that  M.deGuines  had  orders  to  give  this  intellig 
He   added,  that,   the  failors  thai  were  to  haw 

ruifed 
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raifed  and  Tent  to  Toulon,  were  countermanded :  That 
thole  actually  arrived  there,  belonging  to  Provence 
and  Languedoc,  were  ordered  back;  thole  from  Bour- 
deaux  would  be  employed  to  navigate  the  three  ftiips 
from  Breft.  On  the  fame  day  he  told  fome  of  the 
foreign  minifters,  that  the  armament  was  fufpended 
till  July. 

27th  April,  1773. 
Lord  Stoemont  had  a  conference  with  the  duke 
on  the  0.6th  April ;  begun  by  faying,  fo,  my  lord,  you  are 
I  find  making  aconfiderable  armament.  His  lordthip 
anfwered  that  that  armament  had  been  ordered  in 
confequence  of  the  armament  at  Toulon,  ct  que  lews 
demarches  regleroient  les  notrts ;  this  was  thrown  out 
in  order  to  give  him  areafonable  expectation,  that  the 
late  change  hi  their  refolutions  might  produce  afimi- 
lar  one  in  ours.  Lord  Stormont  fubmits  whether  it 
may  not  be  advifeable,  as  they  feem  difpofed  gently 
to  drop  the  delign,  to  let  them  do  it  in  their  own 
way. 

Paris,  30th  April  and  lft  May,  1773. 
Had  a  conference  with  the  duke,  30th  April,  to 
clear  up  the  mal  cntendu.  The  reiult  was,  the  duke 
itill  declared  that  the  armament  was  fufpended  ;  that 
what  he  had  faid,and  what  count  de  Guines  had  writ- 
len,  was  in  effect  the  fame.  That  as  they  never  armed 
any  fliip  in  the  harbour,  the  faying  that  their  fhips 
would  remain  in  the  harbour,  was  faying  that  they 
would  not  be  armed. — He  added  that  he  had  feen  the 
orders  given  by  M.  de  Boyne,  which  were  explicit,  not 
to  arm  jufqu  a  nouvel  ordre ;  repeated  what  he  had  laid 
on  the  20th  April,  about  the  defoliation  of  the  l'ailors, 
and  added,  that  that  very  day  (30th  April)  M.  de  Boy- 
nes  had  obferved  to  him,  that  it  might  be  better  to 
countermand  the  baking  of  the  bifcuit,  and  meant  to 
give  orders  accordingly. 


END  OF  THE  SECOND    VOLUME, 


Luke  H-infard,  Printer, 
Great  Turnftik,  LiiKolnVJun  Fields. 
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